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BOOK VI. 

The War of Bengal. 

T HE fcope of our narrative now calls us from the coaft of 
Coromandel to relate the calamities which at this time befel 
the Englifh fettlements in Bengal ; previous to which it 
is requifite to iuvelHgate the rife and progrefs of the Englifh com¬ 
merce in the province, and to give fomc portion of the hiftory of 
the Mahomedan government. 

Bengal is the cafternmoit of the provinces which compofe the 
empire of the Great Mogul. It lies between the degrees 26. 30. and 
21. 30. of north latitude, and extends from rhe 86th to the 97th 
degree of longitude, computing from the meridian of London. Its 
area is nearly 21 fquare degrees. 

The Ga nges, from its irruption through the mountains of the 
frontier, flows for 300 miles to the fouth-eaft, when it receives the 
Jumna at Allahabad. From hence its courfe continues 300 miles 
almoll direftly calf, when having received feven large rivers, and 
more of inferior note, it enters the province of Bengal, according to 
A 2 the 
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the ancient definition,' in the latitude of 15. 10. where its current 
on the right hand wathes the foot of a mountain called Tacriagullv, 
from whence it ftrikes to the se, until it reacheth the lea. A lnindtcd 
miles below Tacriagully it lends orf an arm to the fouih, which is 
called the river of Ccjjimbussar ; and 50 miles lower, another, called 
the Jelwgeer, which, after flowing about 40 miles to the sir, 
unites with the other nt a town called Nuddeah. The river 
formed by the junction of tlteie two ftreams is tou.ctiir.es called 
the little Ganges, but more commonly the rr. < ’ Hughkj , which after 
flowing 120 miles of latitude in a comic w hich does not verge 
mole than one point to the wclhvard of the toulli, gains the 
lea in the latitude of 21.30. at the ilkind of Sctgare. The main 
body of the Ganges, which for dillinction is called the great 
Ganges, continues from the commencement of the river ot CofSTun- 
buzar, receiving a multitude of ftreams from the left, until it 
reacheth rite latitude of 22. 45. where its waters are met by thole 
of another liver even larger than itlell, called the liaramputrah, 
which rites on the eaftern fide of the vail mountains that fend forth 
the Ganges to the weft. The conflux of tliefe two mighty rivers i: 
tumultuous, and has formed leveral large iflands between their 
jun£tion and the open fca, which their waters, through leveral 
e\fenfire channels, reach about 35 miles lower down, in the latitude 
of 22. 10. tacriagully is the termination of a vail range of moun¬ 
tains, which accompanies the courfc of the Ganges from the weft : 
and about jo miles weft of Tacriagully, where they begin to form 
the north boundary of Bengal on this fide the river, another range 
ftrik.es from them to the fouth, but in a curve fu elling to the weft- 
ward, which terminates within fight of the fea, at the Nclltgrcc 
hills, 30 miles inland from the town of Ballalore, in the latitude of 
21.30. Several diftritts belonging to Bengal lie intcrlperfed within 
thele mountains, but none beyond them; for ro the weftward they 
extend leveral degrees, and arc in fome parts impallable, as far as 
the province of Berar in the Decan ; to the north they divide Bengal 
from the louthern Jivilion of Keiiar, and to the fouth, feem the 
natural leparation of Bengal from Orixa, which neverthelels has 
2 acquired 
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acquired a trafil of country within them, extending 20 miles along 1756. 
the fea-coafts from Ballafore to the river of Pipley, which dif- —' 

embogues oppofite to the Ifland of Sagore. On the eafternfide of the 
Ganges, the territory of Bengal extends to the north as far as the 
latitude of 26. 30. where it is bounded by the foot of the firft range 
of mountains approaching Thibet, By the acquifition of a country, 
called Purnea, the territory on this tide the river extends 20 miles 
more to the weft than Tacriagully on the other ; and a line nearly 
north and louth, from the northern mountains to the Ganges, 
marks the boundary between Purnea and the province of Behar. 

From this line the territory of Bengal extends 180 miles to the eaft- 
ward as far as Eangamatty, a town belonging to the king of Affam, 
lituated in the latitude of 26. 10. on the river Baramputrah. The 
courfe of this river from Rangamatty to the fea feems the natural 
boundary of Bengal to the eaft ; but conliderable diftrifts have been 
acquired on the other fide of it, which will be defcribed as occafion 
requires ; ami at the upper part of the' fea-coaft which bounds the 
bay of Bengal to the eaft, the province of Chittigan has been wrefted 
from the kingdom of Aracan. 

The fea-coaft between the mouths of the river Hughley and the • 

Great Ganges, extends 1 80 miles, and the whole tradl is a dreary 
unhofpitable Ihore, which lands and whirlpools render inacceffible 
from the fea to Ihips of burdeit ; and for feveral miles inward, the 
land is interfered by numerous channels, which derive from both 
rivers, and difembogue by many mouths into the fea. The iflands 
formed by thefe channels are covered with thickets, and. occupied 
by deer and tygers. 

The triangle included by the Coffimbuzar and Hughley rivers to 
the weft, by the Great Ganges to the eaft, and by the fea-coaft to 
the louth, as well as a large traft on either hand and to the north of 
this Delta, is as level as the fandy deferts of Africa, or Arabia ; and, 
like fome of the countries on the banks of the river of Amazons, 
no where produces a Angle ftone. The foil is a ftratum of the richeft 
mould lying on a deep land, which being interfperfed with fhells, 
indicates the land to have been overflowed. Such parts of this im- 
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56. mtnfe plain ns arc not watered l>y the Ganges am) its branches; are 
fertilized bv. many other /beams from the mountains, and for the 
/pace of three months, from May to Auguft, when the fun is moftiy 
in the zenith, heaw rams-fall every day. 

Hence the luxuriance of the foil fupphes the fub/idance of the 
inhabitants with Ids labour .than any other country-in the world. - 
Rice, which makes the greateft part of their food,, is produced, in 
fitch plenty in the lower parts of the province, that it is often fold 
on the (por at the rate of two pounds for a farthing■: a nomlxir of 
other arable grams, and a ftiii. greater variety of fruits and culinary • 
vegetables. as well as the fpices of their diet, arc railed, as wanted, 
with equal cafe-: lugar, although requiring .a more attentive culti¬ 
vation. thrives every where: although their kine arc of a mean race, 
and give little milk, vet the defeat of exuberance is fopphed by• the-- 
multitude of the animals:. the carts who eat fi/h, find them fwarm- 
jng in all the ftreams and ponds of- the country, and fait is produced 
■ n abundance in the rilands near the lea. Hence in fpitc of.de/potiiiTi 1 
the province is extremely populous: and the vacation from agri¬ 
culture leaves a much greater number of the inhabitants, than can 
be'/pared hi others, at leifure to apply, themfdves to the loom ; 10 
that more cotton and filk are manufactured in Bengal than .in thrice 
the fame extent of country throughout .the empire, and consequently 
at much cheaper rates. The greateft part of tiie/e roanufadhnes, 
and of the raw filk, is exported; and Europe receives the iros.ui 
fliare; the reft goes by land and. lea to different parts of the empire, 
and other- countries ; to "which they Lkewifc fend nee, fugar,! beetle- 
nut, ginger, long-pepper, turmerick, and a variety of other drugs 
' and’productions of the foil. Their real wants from abroad are .only 
the metals ; but fine© Europe has opened a trade to India, they have 
confumed large quantities of woollen inanufafchires, ami require 
arms, and a variety of mechanical.implements bettei than they can 
make themfelves, fome from fancy, but the grcviteft part foi ule. 
The abundance of advantages peculiar to tins country have induced 
the eartera world to call it the paradife of India $. and the weftern, 
without hyperbole; the rich, kingdom of Bengal.. But thefe a«- 

vantages. 
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vantages, through a long courfe of generations, have concurred 1756, 
with the languor peculiar to the unelaftic atmofphere of the '—''—' 
climate, to debafe all the effential qualities of the human race, 
and notwithftanding the general effeminacy of charadter which is 
vilible in all the Indians throughout the empire, the natives of 
Bengal are ftill of weaker frame and more enervated difpofition than 
thofe of. any other province : bodily ftrength, courage, and forti¬ 
tude are unknown : even the labour of the common people is totally 
void of energy ; and they are of a ftupidity which neither wifhes 
nor feems to be capable of extending its operations into any variety 
of mechanical dexterity. All thofe of the better caffs, who are not 
fixed to the loom, are bred to the details of traffic and money, in 
which their patience and perfeverance are as great as their deteftation 
of danger, and averfion to bodily fatigue ; and it is common to fee 
the accounts of a huckfter in his ftall, who does not exchange the 
value of two rupees in the day, as voluminous as the books of a con- 
fiderable merchant in Europe. 

The natives of Bengal derive their religion from a code called the 
Shaffer, which they alfert to be the genuine feripture of Bramah, in 
preference to the Vidam, of which the followers aflert the contrary, 
whilft neither underftand the language of the original text, which 
is called the Shanfcrit: the very difufe of this language is of the 
moft remote antiquity ; it is preferved only by the Bramins, and 
underftood but by very few even of them. The two codes of 
the Shaffer and Vidam divide almoft equally the whole body of the 
Indian religion throughout Indoftan. The followers of the Shaffer 
are diftinguiflied by the name of Gentoos. 

The language as well as the written charadter of Bengal are pe¬ 
culiar to the natives, and not ufed in any other province, and both 
feem to be bafe derivations from the Shanfcrit. 

It appears from the hiftory of Feritfha that the fovereignty of the 
Mahomedans was eftablifhed in Bengal about the year 1200, during 1200. 
the reign of Scheabbedin, the Gauride. At this time the capital 
was Lucknouti, an inimenfe city, to which the natives attributed 
great antiquity : it was fituated on the right fide of the Ganges, 
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Jehan in rebellion again!! his father the emperor Jehanguire ; but it 1756'. 
was recovered the next year. Shaw Jehan liicceeded to the throne 
in 1627, and in 1638 fent his ion Sujah^to command in. Bengal. 1627. 1638, 
Sujah continued lord of the province until 1661, when he was 1661. 
driven to take refuge in Arracan by Emir Jumla the vizir of his 
brother Aurunzebe, who had confined their father Shaw Jehan, and 
attended his throne. From this time, until a revolution which has 
happened in our days, Bengal continued in uninterrupted fubmiffion 
to the authority of the great Mogul. 

The peculiar patience of the Gentoos in Bengal, their affection to 
bufmefs, and the cheapnefs of all productions either of commerce or 
neceffity, had concurred to render the details of the revenue the 
moll minute, voluminous, and complicated lyflem of accounts 
which exift in the univerfe, infomuch that the emperor Jehanguire, 
although the Mahomedans had then been fovereigns of the country 
for three centuries, fays in his note book, that the application of 
ten years was necelfary to acquire a competent notion of them. 

The military pride of the Mahomedans, their indolence and fenfu- 
ality, their ignorance of the language, and the inferiority of their 
numbers, rendered them inadequate to a talk they detelted, and ob¬ 
liged them, however Unwilling, to leave the collection of the re¬ 
venues, as they found it, with the Gentoos, and the fame infufficien- 
cies reduced them to continue the Rajahs or princes, amongft whom 
the country was divided, in the fuperintendance of the municipal 
regulations of their refpeftive diltriCts, fubjeCt to regulated tributes, 
and the arbitrary fines and extortions of victorious authority. The 
greateft part of Bengal remains at this day under the intermediate 
jurifdiction of thefe Rajahs, feveral of whom are defcended from 
ancellors who ruled the fame diftriCls before the Mahomedan 

The Portugueze appear in Bengal before the prelent dynafty of 
Moguls ; for an armament was fent by the viceroy of Goa in 1534 1534. 

to alfifl the reigning Sultan againfl the invader Shere Cawn. This 
nation, however, never ellablilhed regular governments or garrifons 
in the province, as in moll other parts of India. But different bands 
Vol.II. B at 
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however is fatisfied in procuring by his daily labour, his daily bread; 
and the 1 dread of extortion or violence from the officers of the diftritt 
to which he belongs, makes it prudence in- him to appear, and to be 
poor ; fb that the chapman who lets him to work, finds him deftitute 
of every thing but his loom, and is therefore obliged to funtifh him 
with- money, generally half the value of the cloth he is to make, 
in order to purchafe materials, and to. fubfift him until his work is 
finifhed ; the merchant who employs a great number of weavers, is 
marked by the higher officers of the government, as a man who can 
afford to forfeit a part of his wealth, and is therefore obliged to pay 
for protection, the coft of which, and more, he lays upon the 
mannfabtures he has to fell, of which, by a combination with other 
merchants, he always regulates the price, according to the neceffity 
of the purchafer to buy. Now the navigation to India is fb very 
expenfive, that nothing can be more detrimental to this trade than 
long protra&ions of the voyage ; and lofs, inftead of profit, would 
enfue, if fhips were fent on the expectation of buying cargoes on 
their arrival; for either they would not find thefe cargoes provided, 
and muft wait for them at a great expence; or if ready, would be 
obliged to purchafe them too dearly. Hence has arifen the neceffity 
of eftablifhing fadtories in the country, that the agents may have 
time and opportunity to provide, before the arrival of the fhips, the 
cargoes intended to be returned in them. 

The Englifh company, either in the firft voyage or foon after, 
built a faftory at Hughley, the principal port of the province, lying 
about one hundred miles from the fea on the river to which it gives 
its name, and which is the weftern arm of the Ganges; but the 
officers of the government fuperintended the buildings, and objected 
to every thing which refembled or might be converted into a ftation 
of defence ; the Mogul empire, at that time, difdaining to allow in 
any part of its dominions, the appearance of any other fovereigntv 
than its own: for wbatfoever forts the Portugueze or other Europeans- 
pofTefied on’the fea-coafts of Indoftan, the territory on which they 
flood, and many of the forts themfelvcs, were cither wrefted or pur- 
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1756. .vhofo- tcrmorv no European power had hitherto been futrered to 
1640 c ' ut a fin-ie bafhon, - ■ ■. 

’bSc ^* ot permitted to have fortifications, the Engiifli were Sikevriib 
pLi a in n (i tcitain ng a military force, fofficicnt to give um- 
biiiiie to die government, but' were allowed to maintain-an enfiyu- 
ana -jo men to 00 honour to the principal agents ; who, thus con- 
lined to commercial views, applied thcmfelves with much induiby 
to promote their own and the company’s interefts in trade, Eiiglilh- 
men. were lent from Hughley to thole parts, of the province, in winch 
the moft valuable commodities were produced: but as the number 
of fadiors employed by the compairv did not htffice to fuperintend 
in different places, the provifion of fuch quantities of goods as 
were annually demanded, the greateft part of the purehales was 
managed at Hughley, where the principal agents contratled with 
merchants of the country, who, on receiving about one half 01 
tlie value beforehand, obliged themlelves under pecuniary penalties 
to deliver at fixed periods the goods for which they had: contracted. 
The company being by thele difpofitions inveftec! with a right in 
all the goods for which they had contrafled, even before thcler goods 
Were manufactured, gave the name of Invefiment to all their pur- 
chafes in India. 

Tnefe were the only methods of carrying on the trade with rea¬ 
sonable expectation of profit; but they rendered the kinglilh entirely 
dependant on the government of Bengal, who, cither by furring 
the goods which were provided, or by prohibiting them from being 
carried-to „ the principal; refidence, from whence they, were to be 
fhipped, might at. any time fubjedt the .company’s, etlate to great 
detriment and lofs : and of thele rifqucs the company were fo ap- 
prehenfive, that they kept their fadlories in Bengal dependant on the 
Prcfidency of Madrafs; where they had a fort and gamfon, to 
which,, in'cafes of ludden emergency,-the agents in Bengal were to 
apply for advice and affiffance. : , 

Their trade, however,-.was carried on for fome.. time without 
interruption, and with. much fuccefs ; but in a feyv years, .when 
tbev had erected coftly buildings, had accumulated large quantities 

: of 
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of Englifh commodities, and'had given large credits rn the province, 1756. 
the government, deeming them as it were fettered to the fliore, ^6^' 
changed its condudl towards them. The patents granted to 
Boughton, as well as the other ftipulations which had induced them 1 °' 
to fettle in the province, were either dfavowed, or conftrued in 
coutradidhon to their meaning: the fame cuftoms were levied from 
them, as from other merchants : the Nabob affedted to arbitrate 
between the company and fuch of the natives, who, in order to 

- evade the payment of their debts, thought proper to purchafe his 
protedHou ; and even vagabond Englifhmen, offending againft the 
company’s privileges, were encouraged to take refuge in his court, 
and to difavow the authority of their countrymen. In a word, 
every pretext which might bring the Englifh affairs under his 
cognizance was pradtifed, in order to fubjedt them to f nes and 
exadlions. If the fettlements hefitated, or refufed to comply with 
the Nabob’s demands, their trade, throughout the province, was. 
immediately flopped. 

For thefe evils there were but two remedies, war, or retreat: both 
worfe than the mifchief; for although the government annually 
repeated its exadtions, the advantages of the Bengal trade, whilft 
flew, were fuch as rendered it more prudent to acaulelce, than by 
defiance to rifque the whole of the company’s flock and concerns in 
the province; and for forty years the Englifli attempted no military 
refiftance. 

At length, finding thefe impofirions extravagantly increafed, 
becaufe they had only been oppofed by embaffies and petitions ; and 
having the fame caufes of complaint againft the Mogul’s govern¬ 
ment at Surat; the company, in the year 1685, determined to try 16S5.- 
what condefcenfions the effedt of arms might produce; and with 
the approbation of King James the fecond, fitted out two fleets; one 
of which was ordered to cruize at the bar of Surat, on all veflels 
belonging to the Mogul’s fubjedls : the other was defigned not only 
to commit hoftilities by fea at the mouths of the Ganges, but 

- can ied likewife 600 regular troops, in order to attack the Nabob of 
Bengal by land. The agents at Hughley received previous notice 

of 
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In the mean time, the fleet fent to Surat hack been much more 
fuccelsful, having taken from the Mogul’s fubjecls, cargoes, which 
were valued at a million of fterling mone.y. Thefe Ioffes deterred 
the merchants at Surat from making preparations for future voyages; 
‘the manufacturers and .mechanics, left without employment, com¬ 
plained loudly of famine; and the emperor’s revenues were confi- 
derably diminifhed : upon which Aurengzebe fent one of his ofii^ 
cers from Delhi, with orders to hear the Englifh complaints, and 
to mitigate the oppreffions they had fufFered. Orders of the fame 
purport were likewife fent to the Nabob of Bengal, and arrived 
very fortunately for the Englifh troops at Ingelee, when, reduced 
to only ioo men capable of bearing arms, they were furrounded 
by 10,000 foot, and 3000 horfe. Hoftilities ceafed, and by a treaty 
figned the 16th of Auguft, 1687, it was ffipulated, that the Eng¬ 
lifh fhould not only be permitted to return to all their factories 
in the province,, but might likewife erect docks and magazines at 
Ulabarea, a village lituated on the weftern bank, about 50 miles 
from the mouth of the river. 

However Chanock had not faith enough in the treaty to return 
to Hughley without the Chips, and the Moors, diftrufted, the Eng¬ 
lifh too much to fuffer them to appear there with fuch an ad¬ 
vantage. He therefore remained three months at Ulabarea, during 
which the place was found to be fo improper for the purpofes 
which had induced him to alk it, that he defired and obtained 
leave to remove to-Soota-nutty, a town about 40 miles higher up, 
and on the other fide of the river, where thefaftors and foldiery lived 
in huts until th£y could provide proper habitations. Mean while 
the war at Surat broke out afrefh, on hearing which the Nabob of 
Bengal paid no regard to the treaty made at Ingelee : but gave up 
the Englifh trade to the rapine of his officers, and at the fame 
time demanded a very large film, as a recompence for the damage 
which his country had fuftained by the late hoftilities. Chanock 
being neither in a condition to oppofe him by arms, nor to appeale 
him with money’, fent two members of the council to Dacca, to 
try if he might be foftened by fubmiflions. Soon after their depar- 
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cure, die power of .the fcttkment was tranflated from Mr; Channel. 
to Heatu, a commander of one of the company’s Ihips. a man of 
courage, nut of a variable diipofition, not far removed- from crazi- 
nefs; who, toon after his arrival at -Soota-nutty, Ordered ail the 
f.nglilb to • repair on board the {hips, and'proceeded with them to 
the road of Bahafore, where the governor of the town offered to 
treat with him in behalf of the Nabob, and finding that this pro- 
polal-w’as not received with cordial it'.', detained two of the coropanv’s" 
agents refiding in the factory of Ballafore, as hoftages againft any 
violence : notwithftanding which, and that the two Lnghlh de¬ 
puties were ftiil at Dacca, as well as two other fadtors in. Other parts 
of the province, Heath lauded with a crew--of labors, and attacked 
the town, which had no defences. This outrage was committed 
on the very day that the governor received a copv ot the treaty 
which the Nabob had made with the two deputies at Dacca; bv 
which it was ftipulated, that the Engliih Ihips thould attack the 
king of. Arracan. Heath pretended to acquieice to thefe terms, 
hoping that his profeliions might facilitate iris intentions of fur- 
prizing Chittigan, where tile fleet arrived on the 17th of Januarv, 
1689; but finding the works,, as well as the garrifou, much Granger 
than lie expedted, Heath, as if he had come with no other purpole, 
offered, as he had pronwfed, to loin the Nabob again!! the king of 
Arracan ; buffoon after changing his mind again* he failed to the 
river which leads to the capital of that country, where lie pro tic red 
his fervice to the king again ft the Nabob, infilling, however, that 
their firff attempt fliould be againft Chittigan. But. not bcine of 
a temper to bear the delays of an Indian adnnniftration, he as fiid- 
denly took difguft againft this ally ; and on the 13th of February, 
failed away with the fleet and the company's agents acrols the bay 
of Bengal to Madrafs, where they arrived on the 15th of .March. 
Here he apologized for his condudl by faying, that nothing but. 
lies had been told on all Tides. 

Neverthelefs, this conduft, crazy and irregular as it was, pro¬ 
duced better effedls than could have been expedled from mcafiirrs 
TidtatecI by the moft prudent councils: for the Nabob imagined 

that 
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that the contempt and difrefpedl with which Heath had treated him, 1756. 
proceeded from a refolution which the Englifh had taken, to 
abandon the trade of Bengal; and fearing »to be called to a fevere 
account by the emperor' Aureng-zebe, for forcing them to quit tire 
province, he immediately fent letters to Madrafs requeuing them 
to return, and promifing all the immunities, the denial of which 
had been the caufe of the late contentions. Such a condefcenfion 
Was thought a fufficient warrant of the fmcerity of his intentions. 

Mr. Chanock, therefore, with his fafiors and thirty foldiers, failed 
from Madrafs, and arrived in the month of July at .Soota-nutty ; 
where, in confequence of the Nabob’s orders, the government of 
Hughley received them with civility. . 

- The next year they received a phirmaund or patent from Aureng- 169:. 
zebe, allowing them to trade free of cuftoms, on condition of 
paying annually the fum of 3000 rupees. The great advantages 
intended by this favour, depended however more on the temper of 
the Nabob than on the will-of the emperor; for the Englifh had 
more than once before received rfuch mandates, and found them of 
little ufe ; and the remembrance of former evils continued to 
raife folicitude, even when no immediate caufes of apprehenfion 
fubfifted. 

The right of jurifdi&ion over the Indian inhabitants, whom the 
refidence and commerce of the Englifh continually attra&ed to 
Soota-nutty, became every day more neceffary, to prevent perpetual 
litigations with thofe, who although employed by the Englifh, 
might at any time defy them in the courts of the government, in 
which the merchants of the fettlement would be more cautious of 
feeking proteftion, if the company had power to flop their families 
and attach their effefts 1 but this right of jurifdiftion could not be 
purchafed, even at Delhi, without the coufent of the Nabob; it 
was equally neceffary that the company fhould have a fort to pro- 
te£I their valuable effefls againft fudden violence ; but even proffers 
of money, repeated for five years fucceflively, could not prevail 
on the Nabob to allow thefe privileges ; and thev were def paired of 
Vol. II. C ‘ " when 
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n bo 1•.«' vin< xpecledevents . enabled the company to obtain . 
diem. 

In t6o 6, fhoriiiiahsV.ii tin. wdfern fide of the mcr JlejUey, 
took up arm;; : thev were headed hv him of Buntawau, whole 
territory extends along the wdlcrn suit of the river,..from NtuWealr ■ 
to the ifland of Jngclee, and v.ho h'.fiufr poW/f d a mm'i ;dD 
difh‘i61: on the other thole, oeniiuuous to Ca'c-nu ; •«) ti-i f 
Enghlb, Frencn, and Du t u m 5 en < > ad e ;eh tl-'-'r pi,nv v;. 

lettlemcnt within bis |onUlichon. 1 he -greateft part- of the Nabob's, 
arrav being near the court at Dacca, the rebels made great pro- • 
grds berore a force fiiihcicnf. to oppoic them could, ailemhie : and 
.in die mean time rjiev took Hughlev, plundered Muxadavad, in 
tne bland ot Cofmtibuzar, and from thence proceeded .to fiajab- 
malial. On the breatting our of tins war. the three European ict~ 
elements augmented, tlieir ioldterv. and. declared for the Nabob; of 
whom thev at the fame time requelted penmOlon to put their fac¬ 
tories in a foatc ot defence agamfl an enemy, whole relentment they 
mull incur by their attachment to his government. The Nabob- 
ordered them in {tenoral terms to defend ibcmfelvcs ; • and. they 
taking foi granted, what was not politively forbidden, with great 
diligence railed walls with bullions round their laftories; the Dutch 
about a mile to the fouth of Hughley ; tne French two miles 
lower down the river, at Chanderoagore; and die EnjrhJjv at Cal¬ 
cutta, a final! town contiguous to Soota-nutty, where, tliey had 
built their principal magazines. Such was the origin of the three 
European' forts' in the province of Bengal, and they were the info 
which the Mogul government luffered foreigners to build in any 
part of. the empire. An Erjghfti fioop prevented the Rajah from 
taking the fort of Tannab; and. the garrifon of Calcutta, corillft- 
ing of fifty men, beat a body of his troops within light of the 
town.. The Dutch alfifted the Nabob’s troops.to retake Hughfey- 
The French did little, but appeared in arms, and fortified them- 
feives better than either of the other two. 

The news of this rebellion alarmed Aurengzebe himfclffo much, 
that lie, font one of .his graudfens, A-aim-al-Shan, with an army,. 
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to fuper-intend the three governments of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa. 1756-. 
This prince was fon of Mahomed Mauzm, who reigned after 
his father Anrengzebe, with the title of Behader Shah; and 
Azim-al-Shan himfelf feems likewife, even at this diftant period, 
to have had an eye to the throne : for he came into Bengal with a 
refolution to annals money by every means. This avaricious dif- 
pofition the Engiifh plied with prefents, which in 1698 obtained 1698-, 
_his permiffion to purchale from the Zemindar, or Indian proprietor, 
the towns of Soota-nutty, Calcutta, and Govindpore, with their 
diftrifts, extending about three miles along the eaftern bank of 
the river Hughley, and about one mile inlahd : the prince, how¬ 
ever, referved the annual fine of 1195 rupees, which this ground 
ufed to pay to the Nabob of the province. But at this time, 
when the Englifh fettlements feemed on the point of emerging 
from continued difficulties to a Hate of profperity, the eredlion of 
a new Eaft India company, in oppofition to the old, renewed all 
their former evils. The new company eftablifhed their fadtorv at 
Hughley, and the competition between the refpeftive agents was 
carried on with the fame animofity as exafperated their principals 
in England, which expofed the concerns of both to Jhe impo- 
fitions of the Nabob, and of the merchants of Bengal, who took 
every advantage of this rivality. However, the fpirit of com¬ 
merce, which knows no refentments that are prejudicial to its 
mtereft, foon reconciled the contending parties in England, and 
produced a coalition, of which the preliminaries were adjufled in 
1698; but the final union did not take place till ferven years 
after : this time being neceffar} 7 to blend the different concerns of 
both companies into one common flock. 

In the mean time, the fcttlement of Calcutta had attracted fuch 
a number of inhabitants, as excited thejealoufv of the governor of 
Hughley, who, pretending that he fhould be punifhed for flittering 
fo many of the Mogul’s flibjedts to withdraw thcmfclvcs from 
his jurifdiclion, threatened to fend a Gad:, or Mahomedan judge, 
and officers of the police, to adminifler juftice among!! the na¬ 
tives living under the Itnglifh Bag. The nicafurc would have. 
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renewed the fame jneonvemeneies, which bad forced. the. Efiglith to ■ 
quit Hnghley ; it was therefore -counteracted by a bribe given to 
Axim-al-Shan, who foijbad the governor of Ilughlfcy from pio.-.. 
cceding in his intentions. By this ronitant attention jf*> money, -: 
Avim-al-bhan in- three years amaHed 1 three millions of pounds lfer- 
Jinjr. whicii he carried with him out of the province that .he left 
behind him his fon Furrukihir to. get more ; who,, in .1713, gamed 
tlie throne, after his father had perithed 'in difputiug.it w»t)i. his - 
brothers. . . 

Thermion of the two companies, by - augmenting thq flock, in-, 
creafed the trade, and enlarged- the views of die direction : who, 
at the fame time, warned by the late examination of the company's, 
affairs in parliament, exerted .thetrtfelves with zeal and intel¬ 
ligence, in order to confound the clamours of thofe who exclaimed 
againft the inftitution of an Eaft India company, as a monopoly 
detrimental to the. mercantile interefts of the nation. . The com¬ 
merce of Bengal more efpeeially became the. objefit of, their at¬ 
tention : the fubordinate factories of Coffimbuzar, Dacca, and Bal- 
lafore, which had been abandoned,, were now refettled : die export* 
and imports were doubled in value and in quantity ; and the gar- 
rifon of Calcutta was augmented ,to 700 men ail -which the go¬ 
vernment of Bengal, contrary to its ufuai maxims, beheld without 
repugnance, and even without demanding money-as the price, of 
its forbearance and favour. This was the Iongeil term of -repofe 
from vexations, which the Englifli had experienced iince their tirft 
eftablifbment in the province; arid the increafing: importance of 
the colony induced the;.company in 1707 to withdraw the fettle- . 
ments in it, from their former dependance on JVIadrals, and to 
declare Calcutta a prefidency accountable only, to the direction in 
England. 

But the nabob Ja.ffier Khan, who at this time was appointed to 
rule Bengal, did not fuffer the Englifh to remain any longer in 
this flate of cafe and independence : and the refpitc which they - 
had lately enjoyed fervcdonly to convince him, that, as being better . 

. ' . : . •. .able,. 
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able, they ought the more readily to comply with his demands. 
Having removed the feat of government from Dacca to Muxadavad, 
in the center of the province, he was better enabled to take .cog¬ 
nizance of their affairs; a'nd to difcover .pretexts and means of dif- 
treffing them, without openly violating the privileges which they 
had obtained from Aurengzebe and Azim-al-Shan. Every year of 
his adminiftration was marked by extraordinary and increaling ex¬ 
tortions,- not only from the Europeans, but from all ranks of 
people in the province: at the fame time he was as much dreaded 
for his abilities as detefted for his iniquities-: and the prefidency of 
Calcutta, not feeing any better refource, propofed in the year 1.713, 
to the company in England, that an embally of complaint, fup- 
ported by a valuable prefent, fhould be fent to the great Mogul at 
Delhi; to which the company readily acquielced, dire&ing 
the prefidencies of Bombay and Madrafs to join their grievances in 
the fame petition with thofe of Bengal. _ The nomination of the 
embalfadors was left to Mr. Hedges the governor of Calcutta, who 
chofe John Surman and Edward Stephenfon, two of the ableft 
fa&ors in the lervice there : joining to them an Armenian, named - 
Serhaud, who had for many years been the principal merchant in 
the fettlement. 

It does not appear, that the prefidency had any other lights to 
direft their proceedings and expeditions at Delhi, excepting luch as 
they received from this Armenian, who had never been there ; but 
who was very folicitous to be admitted into this honourable com- 
miffion, in hopes of getting a great deal of money by thp goods ha 
lhould carry free of charges in the train of the embally. The 
prefents defigned for the Mogul and his officers confifted of curious 
glafs ware, clockwork, toys, brocades, and the fineft manufadlures 
of woollen cloths and filks, valued altogether at 30,000 pounds; 
which Serhaud, in his letters to Delhi, magnified to 100,000, and 
gave fuch a defcription of the rarities which were coming, that the 
mogul Furrukffiir ordered the embaffy to be efcorted by the go¬ 
vernors of the provinces through whofe territories it might pals. 
The train proceeded on the Ganges from Calcutta to Patna, the 

capital 
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Rajah of the Rajpoot nation; which interrupted all other bufinefs, 1756. 
and obliged the embafiadors to wait fix months before they could ''" N —’ 
gain permiffion to prefent their petition. » 

It was delivered in the month of January of the next year 1716, 1716. 

and contained a variety of requefts; “ That the cargoes of Englifh 
“ fhips, which might he wrecked on the Mogul’s coaff, fhould not 
“ in future be plundered: that a ftipulated ium, paid annually to 
“ the government of Surat, fhould exempt the Englifh trade at 
“ that port from the Mogul’s duties, and from the vifitations of his 
“ officers, who had continually extorted more than they were 
“ authorized to demand: that the rupees coined in the mints of 
“ Bombay and Madrafs fhould pafs in the receipt of the Mogul’s 
“ revenue: that three villages, contiguous to Madrafs, which had 
“ formerly been granted, and were afterwards taken back by the 
“ government of Arcot,. might be reftored to the company in per- 
“ petuity, fubjedt to the payment of the former fine : that the 
“ ifland of Din near the port of Mafulipatnam might be given to 
“ the company, paying for it an annual rent of 7000 pagodas.” 

In behalf of the prefidency of Calcutta, the petition reprefented all 
the impofitioris of the Nabob of Bengal,, and propofed, “-.that they 
“ fhould b.e. obviated by pofitive orders, that all perfbns, whether 
“ Europeans or natives,, who might be indebted or accountable to 
‘V the company, fhould be delivered up to the prefidency at Calcutta 
“ on the firft demand: that the officers of the mint at Muxadavad 
“ fhould at all times, when required, allow three days in the week. 

“ for the coinage, of the company’s money: and that a paftport, or 
“ dujluck, figned by the prefident of Calcutta, fhould exempt the 
“ goods it fpecified from being vifited or flopped by the officers of 
“ the Bengal government on any pretence whatlbever and in, 
order to maintain thefe excellent privileges, if granted, even in 
defiance of the Nabob himfelf, it was requeued, “ that the Englifh- 
“ might pin chafe the lordfhip of thirty-feven towns,, with the fame- 
“ immunities as Azim-al-Shan had permitted them to buy Calcutta, 
Soota-nutty, and Govindpore..” 


Caunclorah, 
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, Caundorah, although he meant the cmbafly well, advifed them 
to act as if they liar! no -other reliance than on-the-Vizir; -.and the 
empcior. with the liunc caution, profefserf indeed a general appro¬ 
bation of the petition, but directed the icveral articles to be dil- 
cuffed by the different officers of file flatc, to the . Cognizance of 
v.'bich they were deemed to belong. This Subjected the whole 
petition to the judgment of the Vizir; who, not without candour, 
difputcd ail the material article?, and readily allowed thole of left 
consequence ; a fecoixl petition was therefore prefented to the em¬ 
peror, in conicqucncc of which forne more points were 1 given up 
by the Vizir; and then a third; which, being received with the 
fame favour as the other two, induced him to give up the reft ol 
his objections. But, to the great disappointment of the ensbafia- 
dors, the mandates were ill'ued, not under the Mogul’s, but under 
the feal of the Vizir ;■ which, although carrying great authority 
in the provinces near the capital, .was likely to be little rcfpeCled 
by the diftant viceroys, to whom thefe mandates were-addrefled. 
To incrcaSe their difficulties, the Armenian. Scrbaud, having been 
checked by bis colleagues in forne irregular proceedings, perplexed 
all their operations; and, as they thought, betrayed their coun¬ 
cils. Neverthelels, Mcflfrs. Stephcrdbn and Surman. ■ with great 
fteadinefs and Spirit returned the mandates, and .determined-to 
wait until' they 'Should obtain patents under the . feal of the 
Mogul. ■ ■ 

Thefe procraftinations had already led the embafly to the month- 
of April of 1716, when the emperor took the field, and marched 
towards Lahore againft the Sykes, a nation of Indians lately reared 
to jxnver, and bearing mortal enmity to the Mahomedans. 1 he. 
embaffadors followed the camp, The campaign was tedious, 
though fuccefsful, and, rtmongft Other events, produced a quasi el 
between the troops of the Vizir and Caundorab, which mmfered- 
tbeir diffensioh. utterly irreconcileable. Their jealoufies, .after -the 
return of the army to Delhi, continued to protract the admiflion of 
the claim made by the embafladors ; who, having wafted four¬ 
teen months without the ieaft piogrefs, began to defpair »f luccels. 
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•when they were advifed to bribe a favourite eunuch iu the feraglio, 
who promiled on this condition to procure the patents in the form 
they deiired, and without delay. So much money had already 
•been fpent, that the embaffadors thought it would be trivial not to 
rilk this lum as the laft experiment, although they much doubted 
the effedh But, to their furprize, as foon as the money was paid, 
•the Vizir and all his dependents appeared as much inclined, as they 
•had hitherto been averfe, to promote their requefls ; and foon af¬ 
ter thirty-four patents, including the different lubjetfs of the pe¬ 
tition, were iffued in the Mogul’s name, and ligned with his leal. 
They were delivered to the embaffadors before they had difeovered 
the real caufe of their unexpected fuccefs ; which, however, was 
explained to them before they left Delhi, by one of Cauudorah’s 
officers. In the year 1686, a little while before the fleet lent from 
England began to take the Ihips belonging to the Moors, the Englifh 
agents at Surat retired to Bombay: they returned after the peace ; 
but a little before the prefent patents were iffued, the prefidency of 
Bombay had again withdrawn the faCtory of Surat, as a refidence 
not worth maintaining, unlcfs the trade could be freed from 
the impofitions to which it had of late years bee© fubjedt.. 
The government of Surat, reafbning from former experience, 
took the alarm, and firmly believed that a fleet was on its way 
from England to commit hoftilities, as in the year 1687, which 
would have been attended with the lame fucceis ; for many fhips 
of value belonging to the Mogul’s fubjects were at fea. The eu¬ 
nuch, to wham the .embaffadors had given the bribe, was'the inti¬ 
mate correfpondent and friend of the Nabob of Guzurat, who had 
defired him to reprefent to the Vizir, that it was better to fatisfy the 
Englifh by granting their petitions, than by a refufal to expofe the 
trade of Surat to their reprifals. To this advice the Vizir imme¬ 
diately acquiefced, and from that hour changed his conduct towards 
the embaffadors -. the eunuch being early in the fecret, and fore- 
feeing the change that would fhortly enliie, determined to reap 
iome advantage from his intelligence, and impofed himlelf .on the 
Vol. II. D embaf- 
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ernbaffiidors ns the author of the beneiits which it. was not m his 
power to prevent. The cmhafladors. having thus accompl lihed their 
commiftiou, touk leave ot the emperor m the montn or ]ulv my, 
two years after their arrival at Delhi. 1 ne patents add relied to 
the Soubali ot the Decun, and the Nation of Cuzurat, took effect 
as loon as they were pubhfhed, beeaule thev arTorded no political 
pretest of oppotition, as addincr nothing Lo the military ftrcmrth of 
the compam’s leitlements in either ot tliefe iubaliffiips. although, 
to their commercial advantages. But the thirtv-leven towns 
which they were permitted to purchale in Bengal would give them 
a diftrid extending ten miles f'oulh of Calcutta along the banks 
on each fide the river I tughley, of which the paffage in this extent 
might be calily commanded by the erection of butteries or redoubts; 
at the fame time that the revenue of the trad would defray the ex- 
pcnce : and it was luppofed that a great number of weavers might 
be eftablifhed in it, who would be immediately liibjeft to the com¬ 
pany's juiifdiCtion. The flircwdnefs of the Nabob Jalfier, exaf- 
perated by his grudge to the cmhaily in general, law the conic- 
qucnces of this grant with indignation ; but, not daring openly 
to clifpute the Mogul’s order, he deterred the holders of the land 
with fecret threats of vengeance from parting with their ground 
oil any terms of compenlation which might fie proffered to them ; 
and the Englifh government confiding too much m die {audio* 
of the Mogul’s authority, neglccfcd the more efficacious means of 
bribing tlie Nabob to their own views ; and thus the molt impor¬ 
tant coricellion which had been obtained by the cm bally, was en¬ 
tirely fruftrated. However, Jaffier admitted the privilege of the 
dnftucks, which, being recognized throughout the province, greatly- 
facilitated the circulation of the company’s trade ; which now no 
longer paid cuftoms, nor was liable to be flopped by the officers 
of the government ; and this immunity was ftill more beneficial, 
becaufe the other European colonies were not entitled to it ; nor 
indeed, any of the natives excepting two or three principal mer¬ 
chants, who purchafed it at a high rate of the Nabob. 


The 
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The company, confining themfelves entirely to the trade between 1756. 
India and Europe, had, not unwifely, relinquifhed to their agents ' 

that which is carried on from one part <jf India to another: but 
the impofitions 'of the government had hitherto prevented their 
agents from reaping any confiderable advantages from this indul¬ 
gence : and to promote their profits, the company, foon after the 
embafiy, allowed all thofe who ferved them under covenants, to 
make ufe of their duftucks for fuch commodities as belonged to 
themfelves ; but forbid, under fevere penalties, the proftitution or 
■cxtenfion of this privilege to any others. A queftion now arofe, 
whether the company’s agents were entitled to trade from one part 
of the province to another, in fuch commodities as were the pro¬ 
duce of Bengal. The Mogul’s patent implied no reftriftions. 

But they could not be ignorant of the intentions of Delhi concern¬ 
ing this privilege; for when the embaffadors propofed to Caun- 
dorah that it fhould extend to all kinds of commodities, he replied 
with emotion “ The Sea 1” And the Nabob Jaffier openly treated 
■the pretenfion with the fame indignation as he had fecretly fell; 
againft the ceded lands, declaring that he would not lufter the duf¬ 
tucks to proteft any goods, excepting fuch -as were iipported, or 
were purchafed to be exported, by lea ; alleging, that as the fait, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, together with fome other articles of general 
confumption, were either farmed out in monopolies, or taxed at 
exceffive rates, the detriment to the revenues would be as great 
as the advantages to the company’s agents, if they wSre permitted 
to trade in thefc articles, free of the cuftoms and rents which were 
paid by the natives who dealt in them. 

Convinced as much by the reafoning, as deterred by the power, 

■of the Nabob, the agents receded from their pretenfion, and ap¬ 
plied themfelves to make the mod: advantage of thole privilege.; 
which were not contefted. Succefs produced new adventures; 
and the fijperior fkill of our countrymen in navigation, induced the 
merchants of the province, Moors, Armenians and Indians, to 
freight mod of the goods which they exported to foreign markets, 
on the fhipping belonging to the colony,’ which, in ten years after 
D *' ' the 
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the enibaflv. amounted to 10,000 tons; and many private fortunes 
were acquired, without injuring- the company’s trade, ot fuHjcCijng 
their, eftate to diiputes with the.government. The prtlidencty rws 
vertheleis, found it iheir interci't from time to time, to tooth the' 
Mahon with preients, in order to promote the incrcaie of-the .com¬ 
pany’s inveftmenty and toiacihiate the ermr-fe of their bufoieis at the 
iubordinate factories : but the people of all denominations refiding- 
in Calcutta, enjnved, after the return of the c-mbafiy, a. degree of 
independence and.freedom, unknown to all the other inhabitants of 
.Bengal : who, on the contrary, were opprelU'd. every year with in-. 
creafing vexations by the rapacity of. the Nabob* 

In 1718, the year after the embafly, Jafiler received from peihi 
the patents he had long tolicited, annexing the provinces of Bek a it 
and Obis'a to his government of Bengal, and the revcrfion ofothts 
whole to his heir, . 

The-Ganges, in a courfo which tends with little deviation from 1 
the weft to the eaft point of the compals, flows through the whole 
province of Behar, and divides it into two regions; The fonthern 
extends about szo miles, from the river Caramnaffa to fw'riapurfv. 
and is Skirted to the fout.h by the chain of mountains which on this 
fide accompanies the courie of the Gauges ; and Several diftrifft be¬ 
longing to the province arc included within the mountains thcra- 
fclves, but none recede more than 60 miles from the river The 
river JDvvsah, which is llkevvife called the Gogra, joins the Ganges 
on its northern fnore, 180 miles to the weft of Tacrragully. That 
river for 'a long way before the jun&ion tends to the \v. v. \tv 
and 40 miles of the lower part of its • channel - forms part of the 
vveftem boundary of the northern division of Behar, which extends 
to the eaft 180 miles, to the line we have noted as the limit of Pur- 
niah, and recedes from the Ganges and Dewah 90 miles to the 
north ; where forefts at the foot of the range of mountains, which 
bound the country of Nepal, continue with,the mountains to thei 
eaftward far beyond Rangamati, and form the northern, boundaries 
of Behar, Bengal, and Aflam. The area'of Behar compiffcth 9 
fquare degrees. . The. capital, Patna, Hands on the, fouthexn bank 
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of the Ganges, 130 miles to the weft of Tacriaguliy.. There are- 
many manufactures in this province, although nothing near fo 
many as in Bengal, to which it is likewife-'much inferior in ferti¬ 
lity ; but it produces a great quantity of faltpetre, and of the beft 
opium in India. 

Orixa is the moft northern country on the eaft fide of the pro¬ 
montory of Indoftan. The-river Pipley coming from the n. w; 
difembogues, as we havfffaid, in the latitude of 22.25, oppofite to tire 
ifland of Sagore. The channel of this river, for 40 miles from its 
mouth,, and an imaginary line 20 miles farther to the weft, to the 
foot of the Nelligreen hills, before they curve to the eaft behind 
Ballafore, divide Orixa from Bengal. Southward it extends along 
the fea coaft to the latitude of 20. 10. within fix miles of Gangam, 
which terminates the province of Chicacole in the Decan. To the 
weft ward Orixa is leparated from the province of Beijah by a vaft 
tract of mountains hitherto unexplored. The interior of the pro¬ 
vince is the ftrongeft and beft foil in the empire; but from the want 
of good lea-ports, there are few manufactures, and very little circu¬ 
lation of gold and fiiver, in the country. Catteck, the capital, is 
fituatedin the latitude of 21. 23. and fifty miles from the lea. 

Jaffier had no Ions, but before his arrival in Bengal had-given his 
only daughter in marriage, to Sujah Khan, a lord of diftinCtion, 
who accompanied him into the province. Of this marriage were 
born two Tons, both of whom were arrived at man’s eftate, when 
the commiffioa appointing their father Sujah to fueceed Jaffier was 
lent from Delhi. Sujah, although humane, was indolent and vo¬ 
luptuous, and his father in law, being defirous to break him to bu- 
linefs, fent him foon after the patents were received, to govern the 
province of Orixa. 

A few months after his arrival at Catteck, two brothers, natives 
of Tartary, came to his court with ftrong recommendations from 
Delhi, in compliance with which Sujah received them into 
his fervice : appointing the elder, Hodgee Hamed, to attend his 
perfon as a domeftic, and the other, Allaverdy, to command a troop 
of horfe. They were both employed according to their talents. 
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already enjoyed moft of the advantages, the brothers agreed that it 
fhould be kept l'ecret, until thereIhould be a neceffity of aflerting it 
publickly. However, fuch. a tranfaffion could not be entirely con¬ 
cealed ; and the firft informations leading to farther inveftigations, 
Sujah, although unwillingly, was at length convinced of, the 
treacherous ingratitude of his favourites. 

He was meditating revenge, when the approach of Nadir Shah 
{truck all the provinces of the empire with confternation, and kept 
all their rulers in fiilpenfe how far the florm would reach : and in 
1739, before the Periians left Delhi, Sujah died. 

The fuccefiion devolved to his only furviving Ion SufFraze Khan', a 
man of mean abilities, and governed only by his vices. He, however, 
bore the ftrongeft refentnaent againft the two' brothers ; but the feap' 
, of Allaverdy reflrained him from taking away the life of Hodgee, 
who was in his power : and Allaverdy, trembling for the laietv of 
his brother, refrained from committing any hoftilities, but improved 
his army. 

The profligacy of SufFraze Khan inCreafed with the means of in¬ 
dulgence : and his debaucheries went to an excefs that difordered his 
underftanding. There was, amongft the officers of tire „court, an 
old Gentoo of diftinftion, named Aliumchund, whom the late 
Nabob ufed to confult with confidence ; relying on which., Allutn- 
chund ventured, in a private conference, to warn SufFraze Khan of 
the dangerous confequeuces of his intemperance ; but SufFraze Kalin, 
antwered him with ignominious abufe and invectives. No one after 
this ventured to fiiew any difapprobation of his inclinatio'ns; and, 
left to himfelf, he Toon after committed a more extravagant out- 

There was a family of Gentoo merchants at Muxadavad, whofe 
head, Juggutfeat, had raifed himfelf from no confiderable origin 
to be the wealtbieft banker in the empire, in moft parts of which 
he had agents {upplied with money for remittances; from whom 
■he conftantlv received good intelligence of what was tranfa&ing in 
the governments in which they were fettled ; and in Bengal his 
influence was equal to that of any officer in the adminiftration : for 
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Iiv anfwcrsng to the treafury, as lecniity for mo ft of the renters 
farming the bisnis of the province, he knew 1 tetter than any one all 
•the details of the revenue.;; and the {treat circulation of wealth, 

• which he commanded, rer.thted his aUilknce necellary in every 
X'nurgenev of expusce. I li. eitleft .Ion, lbou after the disgrace of 
Alhmiclnmd, :na;rial ft woman of .exquifrte beauty, the report of 
■which alone inflame:! the euriolitv of the Nabob lo much, that ho 
infilled on ltcing her, although lie knew the dilgrace which would 
be lixed on the familv, bv ihewing a wife, unveiled, to a lli angcr. 
Neither the reir.oullr ances or the lather, nor his power to revenge 
tile indignity, mailed to divert the Nabob from this iulolent and 
riitiie relblutiou. Tfee-yoiing woman was lent to the palace in the 
evening; anii, alter fraying there a fhort tpace, returned, unviolated 
indeed, hut uilhououred, to her hulband. 

I lodgee, who had been lurking fur lome (well occalions of conlju- 
raev, now began to move; and made.overtures to jKggutleat and 
AIHuuchund, who received them with eagernefi. Secret meetings 

he placed out of the reach of danger, Allaverdy (hotild invade Bengal, 
and, if luccclsiul, take theNabobihip. Hut the dill difficulty leaned 
insurmountable, as nothing could he .more contrary to the fccunty 
of the Nabob than the releale of Inch a pledge.as i lodger, and it was 
impoffible that he could be removed out-of Lite prov ince without the 
Nabob’s confent; which neverthelels was at length obtained, hv the 
intercefliou, it is laid, of lome of the principal officers of the Durbar, 
whom Ilodgce had gained over and admitted into the leciet of his 
conipiracy. TlieNabob,at the audience of taking leave, treated Hodgee 
with lcoff and mockery. The conveyances for his departure havimr 
for Come time been held in readinds, he proceeded immediately on his 
jouniev to Patna; andas loon as hearrived there, Allaverdv, giv ing out 
that he was dilhonoured by the ignominious manner in which his 
brother had been turned out.of the province, began his march to- 

I lis approach was lb hidden, that he gained the pafs-of Tacria- 
guily before Suftraze Khan had time to lecure it by a prnjier rein¬ 
forcement. 
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forcement. On hearing which, the Nabob accufed Juggutfeat of 
treachery ; who defended himfelf by producing letters from Alla¬ 
verdy, prepared for the purpofe, in which’he was upbraided for not 
having ufed his influence to prevent the banifhment of Hodgee. 

Suffraze Khan now ' affembled his troops, and ordered them to 
rendezvous on the plain of Gheria, w’hich lies on the weft fide of 
the river of Coffimbuzar, about five miles to the north of Muxa- 
davad. Here he had fcarcely formed his encampment, which con- 
fifted of 30,000 men, horfe aud foot, when Allaverdy appeared in 
fight, with an equal number, but of better troops ; for amongft his 
cavalry were 3000 Pitans, the braveft of the Mahomedans in In- 
doftan; and his infantry, levied in Behar, were much flouter than 
thofe in the army of Suffraze Khan, who were moftly natives of 
Bengal. 

However, the uncxpefted firmnefs of the Nabob infpired fome of 
his officers with courage ; but more were either difaffefted, or wa¬ 
vering ; and all belonging to the artillery had been engaged by Al- 
lumchund to difcharge the cannon without ball, and to defert it foon 
after the onfet. . Troops after troops quitted the field, as foon 
as they faw the artillery abandoned. ■ Neverthelefs Suffraze Khan 
continued the fight, until he was left with only a few fquadrons 
of horfe, whom the enemy were moving to furround, when the 
driver of his elephant, warning him of the danger, offered, at the 
forfeit of his head, to convey him hack fafely to the capital; to 
which propofal the Nabob, with a refolution worthy of. a better 
life, and of a. better fate, replied, that he fcorned to retreat 
before rebels and traitors ; and ordered the driver to pufh into the 
thickefl of the enemy’s troops, toward the ftandard of Allaverdy; 
where, fupported by the remains of his cavalry, he renewed the 
fight more defperately than ever, until he fell, fhot through the 
heart by a mufket ball. 

Allaverdy, without meeting any farther oppofition, marched to 
Muxadavad, where he-was immediately proclaimed Nabob of Ben¬ 
gal, Behar, and Orixa; and ufed his victory with more lenity and 
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demand the chout, or . a fourth part of the revenues of the three 
provinces for the three laft years. They likewife demanded that he 
ihould oblige himfelf to pay this tribute’regularly in future, and 
that fome officers deputed by the Morattoes ffiould be employed in 
all the. departments of the revenues, in order to afcertain. and fe- 
cure their proportion. They moreover required him to deliver up 
the treafures of the two laft Nabobs, Soujah and SufFraze Khan, ot¬ 
to pay the equivalent. 

Allaverdy, on hearing thefe imperious terms, ordered the deputies 
to quit his camp, with a defiance fraught with contempt to their ge¬ 
neral. . The next day be renewed his march in open day, in ftdl 
fight of the enemy, who foon broke and difperfed his infantry, but 
were not able to make impreffion on his cavalry. The Pitans were 
commanded by an officer named Muftapha Khan, whom they 
not only revered as their hereditary chief, but loved as.the braveft 
foldier amongft.them: Allaverdy himfelf, his nephew Zaindee 
Hamed, Meer Jaffier his brother-in-lauq and all the other officers 
of diftindtion, continually prefented themfelves againft the moft 
dangerous onfets; and fuch examples could not fail to animate 
their followers!1 Before night they had advanced fifteen miles in 
their way, when.they.halted in a ftrong fituation : the next day 
the march was renew'ed with the fame courage and fuccels : and on 
the evening of the third day they arrived at the town of Cutwah, 
fituated about thirty miles fouth of Muxadavad, on the bank of the 
.Coffimbuzar river, which in this part is fordable during the dry 
feafon of. the year. : .: 

About 500 of the cavalry were killed during the retreat, but 
more borfes perifhed ; for only 3000 men mounted arrived at Cut¬ 
wah, where they remained leveral days in order to recover their fa¬ 
tigue, having fcarcely fleptfince they left their camp at Burdaw r an. 
The Morattoes, in the mean time, aflembled round Cutv'ah, and 
perfuaded themfelves that Allaverdy would wait for reinforcements 
from Muxadavad before he attempted to pafs the river. Great, 
therefore, v~as their furprize and admiration, when they law him 
E 2 ' pre- 
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'preparing to ford it with the fame Spirit of defiance as .tie had 
fhewn in the reft of his march. . 

The Jucreis of this 'Operation depended on preventing the enemy 
from following them into the ford through die avenues of the 
town ; and eighty of the braveft Pitam; ■ excellently, mounted and 
in complete armour, were (elected for this important dcrvkc, under 
the command of their genera! Muftapha Khan, whom ZiUmke 
Harned and Mecr Jaffier joiner! as .volunteers. This intrepid 
troop maintained their poft until Aliaverciy with the mam body 
had croffed the river; when they -like wife began, to retreat.; and 
cutting their way through the enemy, all but fifteen elcaped. and 
palled the ford. 

As foon as they arrived,. Aliaverciy continued -his march to.Mux- 
adavad, which he reached the next day: his firfi attention, after 
this gallant retreat, was to reward thofb who had fo bravely 
i'econded his own perfeverance and courage, livery foldier received 
a gratuity; all. the officers promotion : Mecr Jaffier, who had fig- 
nalized Vimfelf at the paffage of the river,-additional peniions; 
and to Muftapha Khan he preiented a miLlion of rupees.-. ■ To 
Zaindee 5-Iamed .he gave ithc ftrft place in his affection, and from 
this time deftined him for his foccefibr ; .although, he had given 
his only daughter in marriage to Ndwagis Mahomed, the eldeft of 
Hodgee’s fons. 

The Morattoes, as foon.as they had gained fufficicnt intelligence, 
crofted over into the ifland of Cofltmbuzar, and ravaged the open 
country;'but did not venture to attack the capital; and-thc ap* 
proachof the rainy feafon,during which the fwelling of. the.• rivers 
would have confined them in the ifland, deterred them from con¬ 
tinuing on it more than three days. To preferve their hones, they* 
cncamped on the high lands or Berbohin, in the north-weft part .of 
the province. Mere .they were enabled to form proper refolutions, 
by the advice of one of the Souhah’s officer;, named Mecr-abih. 
who liaddeferted to them ; he was a man of fcheme, method, .and 
activity, had been deputy-governor of Dacca, and pofieffed much 
general knowledge of the province. -Inftrucled by him, they.cui- 
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le£fed the revenues of the countries lying to the weft of the river 
Hughley. He likewife enabled them to form a bridge of boats at 
Cutwah, and having procured fome pieces of artillery, and fome 
European deferters to man them, he built two floating batteries to 
defend the bridge, ftationing one on each fide. Thus prepared, as 
loon as the rainy ieafon was palled, they crofted again into the 
ifland, by which time Allaverdy had augmented his army by levies 
made in Behar to 50,000 men, of whom 20,000 were cavalry, and 
of thefe one half were Pitans. The enemy’s detachments, never- 
thelefs, trailing to the hardinefs and aftivity of their horfes, carried 
their ravages to the furthermoft parts of the ifland; and eluded the 
troops fent by Allaverdy to intercept them, who at length took the 
better refolution of marching with his whole torce towards their 
bridge at Cutwah; on which BafchirPond.it recalled all his parties ; 
and the whole army re-croffed-the river, but in fuch a hurry that 
they negledled to break the bridge. Then rear had fcarcely palled 
before the van of Allaverdy’s army arrived, but the fire of the 
floating batteries obliged them to halt until their artillery came 
up, which foon filenced the enemy’s ; when the Nabob’s troops 
crouding in greater numbers than the bridge could fupport, fome 
of the boats funk, and a thoufand men perifhed : it however was 
foon repaired, and the whole army crofted ; but the Morattoes ftill 
continued to avoid every encounter. At length Allaverdy, defpairing 
of ftriking a decifive blow againft fuch an enemy, offered to. treat;, 
but Bafchir Pondit, elated with this condefcenfion, repeated the 
fame terms as he had propofed at Burdawan, and added to them 
that the fon of Suffraze Khan fhould be placed in the Nabobfhip. 
Allaverdy, ftung by this reproachful propofal, formed a defign of 
circumventing his enemies, in contempt of all refpedts divine or 
human. 

Pretending to be very folicitous of peace, he propofed a perfonal 
conference with Bafchir Pondit; who, fufpefting the good faith of 
his profeffions, did not confent to the interview without taking fc- 
veral precautions againft the treachery he feared, and even obliged 
Allaverdy to fwear by the Korafl,. that he would tile none. It 
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their numbers much diminifhed, repaffed the weffern mountains, and 
quitted the province. 

The whole Morattoe natiou in its two divifions of Poni and 
Berar, determined to avenge the death of Eafehir Pondit, and the 
remains of his army were fcarcely retreated before two others were 
in march to invade Bengal; each corififted of 60,000 men ; but adted 
independently. The army of Poni was commanded by Ballerow 
Agerow, fon of Ballerow, who, without dethroning the Sahah Ra¬ 
jah, or real fovereign of the Morattoes, had ufurped the whole 
authority of the Rate, which he tranfmitted on his death.to his foil: 
Baiagerow. The other army was commanded by Ragojee Bonfola, 
who had fome years before conquered, and had ever fince governed 
the province of Behar. He is the fame who,, by the inftigation of 
■ Nizamuluck, invaded the Carnatic in 1740, as now Bengal. The 
army with Ballerow entered the province of Behar, whilft the other, 
under Ragojee, marched through the mountains from Berar into 
Orixa. Allaverdy, on the news of their approach, broke the bridge 
at Cutwab, and encamped near his capital. Meanwhile, the two 
Morattoe armies, advancing without oppofition, met at Burdawan ; 
where the two generals agreed that the war fhould be carried on in- 
conjun&ion, and the plunder be equally divided. At the fame time 
they were joined by Meer-abib, who, as before, fixed another 
bridge at Cutwah, over which they palled into the ifland of Coffim- 
buzar ; but Allaverdy,. relying on the fuccefs of lefs hazardous 
meafures, determined neither to offer.or accept battle. Amongfl the 
prifoners taken from the army of Bafchir Pondit, was an officer of 
diftinftion, named Shaferow, whom - Allaverdy had attached by 
feveral afts of generality ; in return for which Shaferow now em¬ 
ployed his mediation with Ballerow in favour of Allaverdy, whole 
emiffaries were at the fame time fowing diffenticn between the two 
Morattoe generals, perfuading each that much plunder had been 
fecreted from the common Rock of the arm)-. 

The explanations that enfued .on this fubject produced a coolneis 
between them, which determined Ballerow to agree to the propoials 
of Allaverdy, who offered to pay two. millions of rupees, on con- 
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Anon r’nit both the Motur-v jm,w fho iH b< inumdiatdy wth- 
drawn, and three millions more asfounasthev moult) be arrived ki;- 
their ow n countiy. Ad oxhugl} it wa, ,igi< < d tb<»* PalR ow and 
.Allut di< {huuT'l met t and 'Onfu logcther on t’ c of March; 
lint io u in ns i tdc tl at la) b) the tror,' o R a >; c utfing 
Allaverdv ■ to iufpedt treachery,---he returned to -his .campvwheu cm 
the way to the- place appointed; -However, oa the 3d of .April • 
they met.- 'JThc conference lafted. two hours, "during-winch, .the 
treaty was ratified, ftagojcc-diffcmbled his difapprpbation, until.all 
the Morattoes had quirted the ifland of -Coffimhuznr,: when-, he ■ 
opeuiv refuted to accept the treaty.: and Balk-row, who had -received 
the two millions of rupees, gave- himfelf 110„ trouble either, to per-, 
liiade or compel him, but marched away with-Iiis.-owu troops,and:. 
the money. . . ' > • . . .' 

Allaverdv, more fatisfied with .having removed one -half of his' . 
enemies; than difappointed at the refufal of R-agopec,-.'immediately * 
marched againfthim. But the Morattoes, asufualy avoided all en«. 
counters of rbqnc, - and ravaged the .defencelcfs parts'-of the- country - 
until the month of, June, when, they retired into Orixa, -and-.in-a - 
few days .reduced the whole, province; of which Ragojec, - With the 
confeiit of his officers, gave the government to Meer-abib. -. As toon. - 
as the rainy deaibn was' palled, fome of their- detachments again 
infsfted Bengal; and in March 1744, new parties, ■ allured-by the . 
fuccefs of their countrymen, travel-fed, plundering as they went, uM - 
Behar and Bengal, in .their way to the main body, - which, remained 
in Orixa.’ The three following months AHayerdy-was employed 
ifl beating up the parties that remained in Bengalfasd-.as loon as the: 
rains cealed, he marched-with -his whole force into Orixa ; where- 
by continual ftratagems he brought on feveral- encounters, in which 
the Morattoes iuffered confiderably -j and purlinng thefe advantages, - 
he in Ms, than three months obliged them to quit the province and 
retire to -the- weftward. However, he- was.-.foarcely-. returned ,-,trr 
Mtixadavad, in February 1745, when they renewed their-incuriions.; 
but their detachments were not formidable enough .to require., tbs 
lame lireis of oppolition which bad hitherto. employed-• his whole 
' ' \ .I’ force 
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force and attention. He therefore, in October, detached a laro-e 
body of troops to Patna, under the command of his nephew Zaindee 
Hamed, and now began to have fome profpetd of tranquillity; which, 
neverthclefs, ftill fled before him. 

The reputation of Muftapha Khan, and his influence amongft tire, 
foldiery, had for fome time rendered him obnoxious to the fufpicions 
of Hodgee, who concluded, that if he did not already entertain 
dangerous views, he might afpire at the fovereignty after the death 
of Allaverdy, to the prejudice of his own foil Zaindee Hamed: but 
mere arguments could not induce Allaverdy, who feared nothing, 
to entertain this opinion of a fellow foldier, by whom he had always 
been ferved with fidelity, and had on all occafions geueroufly re¬ 
warded. He demanded proofs, which were fiipplied by letters that 
feemed to be written by Meer-abib to Muftapha Khan, implying a 
previous correlpondence, exhorting the Pitan to affaffinate Allaverdy, 
and promifing him the affiftance of the Morattoes to feize and main¬ 
tain the government. Allaverdy, not fufpefling that Hodgee would 
dare to ufe fuch an artifice in an affair of fo great importance, be¬ 
lieved the impofition, and determined to put Muftapha Khan to 
death at the next vifit; whole friends advifed him of the,.danger ; 
on which he inftantly marched away with the body of 3000 Pitans 
under his immediate.command, and was the next day followed and 
joined by the lame number, with their officer Sumlheer Khan ; all 
took their way towards Behar. 

Their departure confirming Allaverdy in his belief of Hodgee’s 
reprelentations, he ordered Zaindee Hamed to advance from Patna, 
in order to flop the retreat of the Pitans, whilft he liimfelf fol¬ 
lowed them with his own r.rmy, which overtook them half war’’ 
between Tacriagully and Patna, before Zaindee Hamed appeared in 
fight. Muftapha Khan therefore gave battle without delay; the con- 
fli£t was lharp and obftinate, notwithftanding the difpnrity of num¬ 
bers : and the luccefs remained doubtful, until the two chiefs came 
vcithin reach of one another, when a party of men, armed with 
matchlocks, who had been taught to flioot at a mark, and were 
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appointed to guard the elephant on .which AHaverdy. rode, fired a 
volley dirciffcd again ft the per (on of Muitapha khan, ami killed 1 
him ; on wlueh Sumfliecr Khan. gave ■ -the lifrnal' of- retreat, "and,' 
palling at a diftance from Dundee Hamed'* -march,. retreated ■•■out 
of the province, and proceeded to his own country* to rise eaft of 
the Jumna. ; . 1 - ■ ■ V 

Alter tlie battle, Hodgee, who hud accompanied • lire-,-brother, • 
went to Patna, in order to iuperintehd the civil adminiftration of 
Behar ; and having brought with him the head of Mvdiapha khan, 
caufed it to be carried on a -pole round the city, during winch pro- 
ccflion it was intuited by the multitude with every indignity. Alla - 
verdv haftened • back to Bengal, which, during his abl'euce,- had been 
expofed to the return and depredations of the whole body of Mo- 
rattocs, which he had driven out of Orisa. Thus ended the year. 
1.746, Continual marches and-a few indecifive Ikirraiihes cmp’uvcd 
him until the end of 1747, when events of more dangerous con- 
fequcnce called forth the exertion Gf his uttnoft relblunon. 

Meer-ahib, who, fuice his defection, had loft no opportunity of 
diftrefling Allavcrdy, had entered into a correfponrlence with Sum-, 
jfheer Khan, immediately after the death of .Muftapha; in conse¬ 
quence of which the Pitan. with .8000 of his countrymen, appeared 
in December on the bank of. the Ganges, oppolke to the city of 
Patna ; which intending to furprize, he tendered the fervice of his 
troops to Zaintlee Hamed. Hodgee, it is laid, had received tome- 
intelligence of the connexion cxifting between Sumfheei: Khan and 
Meer-alhb; and advifed his fon to projedf an interview, in which 
all the Pitan officers might be blown, up by a mine of gunpowder j 
but Zaintlee Hamed, lufpefting his father’s intelligence, re’edted- 
the propofal, and waited for the orders of Allaverdy ; who mftnided 
him to inlift the Pitans, and afterwards to take the iirft opportunity 
of deftroying their chiefs. Accordingly, the terms - of agreement 
were fettled, and the principal officers, accompanied by »ooo of 
their foldiery, croffed the liver : they were received by Zaindee. 
Hamed in 3 tent pitched at a little diftance from the city.. Sum- 

Iheer 



Book VI. Allaverdy. 

fheer Khan approached the firft, made his obeifance, and having re¬ 
ceived from Zaindee a roll of beetel, as a pledge of friendlhip, took 
his place, ftanding behind him as an office? now rated in his fervice. 
Eleven other officers went through the fame ceremony ; and -when 
Zaindee Hamed was prefenting the beetel to the thirteenth, the 
officer who had laft received it plunged a dagger over his fhoulder 
into his heart. In the fame inftant the others fell on thofe of 
Zaindee’s retinue who were ftanding neareft his perfon, whilft the 
Pitan foldiers attacked, the reft and his guards. The aftonifhment 
on one fide being as great as the impetuofity on the other, all the 
attendants of Zaindee Hamed were foon difperfed ; and during the 
conflift a party of Pitans galloped to the gate of the city, of which 
they kept poffeffion, until Sumfheer Khan arrived with the reft. 

Here the confternation was fo great, that no one thought of re- 
fiftance ; and the Pitans, cutting down all they riiet. proceeded and 
got poffeffion of the citadel. Their firft care now was to feek for 
Hodgee, in order to retaliate the death of their leader Muftapha 
Khan, and the ignominy with which Hodgee had treated his re¬ 
mains he was taken, endeavouring to efcape in a covered pallan- 
keen, and immediately fcourged in public, like a commonjsriminal; 
after which he was led through the city on an afs,- with his legs tied 
under the belly, and his face painted half black, half white ; during 
which proceffion he was infulted with every feoff and mockery that 
deteftation could fuggeft. Five millions of rupees were found in his 
houfe ; and the fcourge was again repeated, in order to extort a con- 
feffion of the treafures he was fuppofed to have concealed ; but 
whether he really had no more, or believed that no confeffion would 
exempt him from future torture, he bore that which was now in- 
flifted on him until his life was in danger; when Sumfheer Khan, 
defirous of referving him for more lingering and exquifite fufferings, 
ordered him to be taken care of; but the unfortunate and higli- 
'minded wife of Zaindee found means to convey to him a dole of 
pcifon, which in a few hours releafed him from all his agonies. His 
fate excited no commiferation ; for his avarice, perfidy, and cruelty, 
had rendered him execrable to every rank and condition. 
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the ,moft fierce and obftinate that had for many years been fought in 1756. 
Indoftaa. Allaverdy had forefecn the fury of their onfets, and re- 
mained in the rear in order to rally bis own troops. Neverthelefs, 
the Pitans would in all probability hate been victorious, had he not 
interfperfed his cavalry with matchlock men ; who, firing with aim, 
fliot, one after another, moft of their principal officers, and at laft 
Sumfheer Khan himfelf, juft as he had cut his way to the elephant 
on tvhich Allaverdy fuperintended the battle. His death, as ufual, 
decided the victory. The Pitans baftencd back to Patna, where 
they remained, gathering together their own effects, and plundering 
wliatfoever they could find valuable belonging to the inhabitants, 
until the army of Bengal appeared in fight, when they quitted 
the city, and-crofting the Ganges, marched away to their own 

Allaverdy having fettled the government of Behar, returned be¬ 
fore the rainy feafon to Muxadavad. The Morattoes, after the de¬ 
feat of Sumfheer Khan, divided into feveraldetachments, of which 
fome infefted Behar, feme Bengal, and others Orixa ; but their ope¬ 
rations were not formidable enough to call Allaverdy himfelf acrain 
into the field : and he committed the conduft of the war to his 
general Meer Jaffier,- who was continually employed in inferruptino- 
or diflodging their parties. 

The war, ever fince the retreat of Ballerow in 1743, had been 
principally carried on by the Morattoes of Ragogee Bonfola from 
Behar, joined fometimes by partizans and adventurers from other 
countries. - In 1749, Ragogee aftifted Nazirjing in his expedition 1749. 
into the Carnatic with to,000 horfe, under the command of his 
Ion jonagi, which, with other expeditions, difabled him from re¬ 
cruiting the Ioffes fuftained by bis army in Bengal, which was con¬ 
tinually diminifhing by fight or fatigue. In the beginning- of the 
next year Meer Jaffier pent up 5000 of their horfe in the mountains 1750,- 
of Behar, and put more than one half of them to the lword. 

At this time much confufion reigned at Delhi. The armv of 
the Emperor Hamed Schab, commanded by his vizir Seifdar Jung, 
had been routed in the preceding year by the Rohillas, a tribe of 
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•Pjiaiw tributary to-the province orOude, who %o years before were 
01 litOc note or cftimation ; and to repair this-difgfaccf it was rb- 
•folved to hire 40,000 Ivlorattoes of Balagerow, who hadTucceeded ■ 
-his father Balierow in die government of Poni.o Its .own diftreft 
•therefore, deprived the throne • of farther means-'to excite 'more 
enemies ogiiinft AlJavcrdv, in whom, on the. other hand, the in¬ 
firmities of age feemed to have quelled- the • ambitions Spirit which 
.had rendered him lb formidable to the empire, The Court of Delhi, 
•therefore, as the beft compromife,. contented to-confirm 1 him- Sabah 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa 1 ,-on condition that lie Ihould annually 
•remit the. ufual tribute of fix millions of rupees.- 

Ihe patents were publiihcd at Muxadavad toon after the body of 
5000 Morattoes were defeated in Behar, and Aliaverdy improving 
both circumftances, opened a negotiation with thbir leaders, con- 1 
tenting to leave them in pofTeffion of the fouthern part of Orixa until, 
a firm peace could be fettled with the heads of thevnatibn, provided 1 
all their parties were, immediately withdrawn out 1 of. the 1 provinces 
of Bengal and Behar.. The terms were accepted, and he toon after 
fent an embaffador to Poni; but'a variety of references and diil-uf- 
fions delayed the ratification of the treaty to the end of the - wear 1 
1753, when it was agreed that Allaverdy • ihould annually, ppy the 
him of 120,000 rupees, and that all Orixa, louth of Catteck,fhouid 
•be ceded to the Morattoe dominion in perpetuity, and drat- thev 
ihould receive half the revenues of the northern part as far-as 'the 
-river of Pipli, with the permiffion of appointing officers, who, to¬ 
gether wjth .the Nabob's, were to fuperintend the collections..'- 
Thus ended -this war. All the countries lying to.the eafr of the 
great and .Idler ‘Ganges, excepting-tire ifiand" of edffimbuzary were 1 
defended by thefe rivers from the calamities which -afflicted Orixa, 
the weftern part of Bengal, and the fouthern region of Behar, wlwre- 
the pufillanimous inhabitants, were continually taking flight, even on 
imaginary alarms, and Wandering from their . homes found mi re- ' 
fources of charity in their countrymen ; for the fear of- contami¬ 
nation prevents all of the Indian . religion from giving fhelter. or 
adminiftering to the wants of any, who are not known of reborn- 1 
- 1 mended 
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mended to them, and confining all their fentiments of humanity to 1756. 
perfous of their own call;, they fuffer the ftranger to perilh without '7753!^ 
companion. Nor could the advantages of k climate, in which fuel 
and raiment are fcarcely neceflary, countervail the deftrudtive effects 
of this general timidity and uncharitablenefs. 

Examples of thefe diftrelTes were frequently feen by the Englilh 
at Calcutta, to which place the inhabitants of the oppofite fide of 
the river often came over in great numbers for refuge, and perilhed' 
through want; communicating their own terrors to thole of whom 1 
they alked relief; infomuch, that in the year 1742 the Indian in¬ 
habitants of the colony requefted and obtained permiffion to dig a 
. ditch at their own expence, round the company’s bounds, from the 
northern part of Soota-nutty to the fouthern part of Govindpore. 

This work would extend feven miles, whilft the force to defend, it 
did not exceed 300 Europeans and 500 peons. Infix months three 
miles were finifhed : when the inhabitants, feeing that no Morattoes- 
had ever been on the weftern fide of the river within fixty miles of 
Calcutta ; and that Allaverdy exerted himfelf vigoroufly to prevent- 
their incurfions into the ifland of Coffimbuzar, difcontinued the 
work ; which from the occafion was called the Morattoe ditch. 

Allaverdy made no objedtion to this work ; and moreover per¬ 
mitted the Englilh, in the fame year, to raife. a rampart with baf- 
tions of brickwork round their fatSlory at Coffimbuzar. But the 
reft of his condudt lhewed. that thefe indulgences did not proceed: 
from- any defire of courting the Europeans in times of difficulty : 
for, notwithftanding- the fervices which he might have received: 
from their garrifons, he never alked their affiftance,. He forbid 
the Englilh and French from committing any hoftilities again!! each 
other in his dominions, during the. war declared between the two 
nations in 1741 ; and, in the year 1748, he, on fome contempt of 
his authority, attacked and drove the factors of the Oftend com¬ 
pany out of the river of Hughley : and he feveral times exacted' 
money of the Englilh, French, and Dutch fettlements ; alledging, 
that 'they ought to contribute to the expence, as they participated 
of the protection, of his arms. The prefidency of Calcutta, not com-- 

plying 
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plying with his demands on the fiift iummons, be more than once, 
flopped their trade; however, all they paid frosrv his aceeffion ..did 
not c.vcecd ido.ooO pool'd-: flcrling ; which on an average was not- 
two in a hundred, on the a mount of their, invcftrncnts to the end as' 

The Morattocs during the war made .only- one confwie.r&blc de¬ 
predation on theEnglilh trade. This.was-in the year 1 74$,' when- 
they flopped a Sect of boats -coming from Coffimbuzar to Calcutta, 
and plundered it of 300 bales of raw filk belonging to the company.. 
But the advantages of the European commerce in general were much; 
impaired by t he diflrefles-of the province, which enhanced the .prices 
and debated the fabrics-of all .kinds of maniifaclures. 

The difficulties which AUaverdy hud encountered and bit-mounted 
flneehis acceflion, obliterated in the minds of.his fnbietts wiiatfocvci 
deteftation they might have .-conceived.-agaiiift hismfurpation-of 
the fovereignty: his attention to protect them- from the vio- 
lences and iniquities .of his officers,- ailing either with civil or mili¬ 
tary authority, had gained -him the public "reverence and efteem : 
and fuch was the opennefs and generality of ids character on all oc- 
cations, in which his ambition was not.thwarted, that ids ingrati¬ 
tude to his benefaQor Sujah Khan, the murder of . Bafchir Poiuiit- 
and his intentions to cut oft' Mullapba khan, were imputed, al¬ 
though absurdly, to the influence whiclvhss brother VIodgee was 
luppofed to have over alibis relbluticms : he remained, perhaps, the 
only prince in the eaft whom none of his iubjedis w.fhed to.ailiil-- 
fmate. -But he was no iooner arrived at this degree of reputation 
and fortune,-than .increafing infirmities warned him of Jus ap- r 
p roach ins; end : and his injudicious choice of a fucceflor, embittered 
his latter days with as many anxieties as he had buffered in the reft 
of his reign. 

Having no male ifliic or defeendants, the fiiccefltoo naturally de¬ 
volved into the family of his brother Hodgee, who. had. three- ions,.. 
IMowagis Mahomed; Zaindee Hamed, and SidHamed•:• Nowagis. 
married the only daughter of AUaverdy, by whom;-he had tin 
iffue; Sid Hamed had a fon ; and-Zaindee Hamed left-two, of. 
^ whom 
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whom the elder, named Mirza Mahmud, was adopted by Allaverdy, 
and the other, named Moorad Dowlah, by Nowagis Mahomed. 
The fuperior qualities of Zaindee juftified’ Allaverdy in preferritw 
him to his elder brother Nowagis, a man of much lefs rel'olution 
and capacity ; but after the death of Zaindee there remaiued no 
reafon to exclude Nowagis again from the iuccefiion : for he was of 
a better character than his brother Sid Hamed ; and of the two 
children left by Zaindee, the younger, Moorad Dowlah, was weak 
of intelleft, and the elder, Mirza Mahmud, a youth of ieventeen 
years, had difcovered the moil vicious propenfities, at an age when 
only follies are expedted from princes. But the great affection 
which Allaverdy had borne to the father was transferred to this foil, 
whom he had for fome years bred in his own palace ; where, in- 
Head of corredting the evil diipofitions of his nature, he fu&ered 
them to increafe by overweening indulgence : born without com¬ 
panion, it was one of the amufements of Mirza Mahmud’s child¬ 
hood to torture birds and animals ; and, taught by his minions to 
regard himfelf as of a fuperior order of beings, his natural cruelty 
hardened by habit, rendered him as infenfible to the fufferings of 
his own fpecies as of the brute creation : in conception ho was not 
flow, but ablurd; obflinate, fullen, and impatient of contradiction; 
but, notwithftanding his infolent contempt of mankind, innate 
cowardice, and the confufion of his ideas, rendered him fufpicious 
of all w ho approached him, excepting his favourites, who were 
buffoons and profligate men, raifed from menial fervants to be bis 
companions : with tbefe he lived in every kind of intemperance 
and debauchery, and more elpecially in drinking fpirituous liquors 
to an excels, which inflamed his pafiions, and impaired the little un- 
derftanding with which he was born. lie had, howev er, cunning 
enough to carry himfelf with much demurenefs in the prefence of 
Allaverdy, whom no one ventured to inform of his real charafter ; 
for in defpotic Hates the fovercign is always - the lafl to hear what it 
concerns him moff to know. 

This youth in the year 1753 Allaverdy declared his lucceflor, 
and from this time fufrered him to act in the government of the 
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during his life, they augmented their forces and the nufnher of their 
dependants. In this Hate of mutual fufpicion the two parties re¬ 
mained, until the beginning of the year 1756, tvhen both Nowa<ns 
and Sid Hamed died of fevers, without poifon. 

Their deaths diffolved indeed the union of their houfes ; but, ne- 
verthelefs, did not leave Surajah Dowlah without powerful com¬ 
petitors : Nowagis left great treafures ; and his widow, the daugh¬ 
ter of Allaverdy, as the only means of preferving them, determined 
to difpute the fucceffion. Her fex excluded, her from the govern¬ 
ment, to which othemvife Are was the natural heir, as the only child 
of Allaverdy. And the younger brother of Surajah Dowlah, who 
had been adopted by her hufband, was dead ; but although a /trip¬ 
ling, had left a fon, who was about two years old ; and this infant 
Ihe determined to hold out. to the province as. the comjretitor of Su¬ 
rajah Dowlah. At the fame time, the fon of Sid Hamed, who 
governed the country of Purneah, relying on the general defoliation 
which was entertained againft Surajah Dowlah, levied forces, and 
determined to oppofe his acceffion. 

A Gentoo, named Rajah-bullub, had fucceeded Hoffein Cooley 
Khan in the port of Duan or prime-minifter to Nowagis ; after 
whofe death his influence continued with the widow, with whom 
he was fuppofed to be more intimate than became either her rank, 
or his religion ; but, doubtful of the event of the impending con- 
teft, he determined to place his family and treafures out of the 
reach of danger ; and riot deeming them in lafety at Dacca, where 
they had remained for fome time, he ordered his fon Kifiendals to 
remove them from that city, under pretence of going a pilgrimage 
to the Pagoda of Jagcrnaut, on the coaft of Orixa. Accordingly, 
KitTendafs left Dacca with feveral loaded boats : but, infte'ad of go¬ 
ing through the channels at the bottom of the Delta, proceeded 
along the great Ganges to the Jelingeer river, through which he en¬ 
tered the river of Hughiey ; when his father at Muxadavad re- 
quelled Mr. Watts, the Englilh chief at Cofiimbuzar, to obtain per- 
miflion of the prefidency of Calcutta, that Kiffehdafs with his.fa¬ 
mily might, if they found it neccflary, reft for fome days in the 



town,-' by which the boats muft paft,- m their way-to Orixa. -At 
the lame ’time there remained no hopes of Allaverdy’s recovery ; 
upon .which, the widow of Nowagis had quitted Muxadavad; • and 
encamped with 10,000 men at Moota Gill, a garden two milts 
fouth of the city, and many now began to think and to lav that tire 
would prevail-in-her oppodtion againft Surajah Dowkh, ,-Mr. Watts 
therefore-was eafiiy induced to oblige 'her minifler, and adviled-the- • 
pretidencv.to complv with his requeft. His- letter to.-the prciidency 
on this iabject tvas fcarcely arrived in -Calcutta, before-the boats of 
KilTeudafs appeared in fight: the prefident, -Mr. Drake, was at this 
time at Ballafore for the recovery of bis health ; but the reft-of the 
council, relying on the opinion . of Mr. Watts. confuted to admit 
Kifleudafs into the town. 

Amongft.the Gentoo merchants eftablithed at Calcutta, ■ was one 
named Omichund, a man of great fiigaettv and under-Handing, which 
he had employed for forty'years with: vmceafing diligence to in- 
creafe his fortune. The prendency had long permitted him to 
provide much more of the company’s inveftment .than the fhare. 
allowed to any other contractor ; by which, and other indulgences, 
he was become the. moft-opulent inhabitant-, in the colony. : The 
extent of his. habitation, divided into various departments ;■ -.die 
number of his fervants continually employed in various occupations, 
and a retinue of armed men-.in conft’ant pay, refcmblcd -more the 
(date of a prince than the condition of a,-merchant. His commerce 
extended to all parts of Bengal and-ficliar, and by preients and 
fervices ’ he had acquired fo much influence .with the principal 
officers of the government of Muxadavad,. that the prendency in 
times of difficulty ufed ■ to employ his mediation with the Nabob. 
This pre-eminence, however, did not fail to render him the. object 
of much envy : the manufactures provided for the company having 
every year iince the firft irruption of the Mornttoes deercafed in 
quality and increafed in price, much of this detriment was imputed 
to the avarice and iniquity of Omichund; and the company de¬ 
termining, if pofiible, to reftore their inveftment to the former con¬ 
dition. of price and quality,. relinquifhed in the rear 1753 their 
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ulual method of contra&ing with merchants, and fent Go- 
majiahs , or Gentoo factors in their own pay, to provide the in- 
veftments at the different Aurungs, or cloth markets in the province. 
From this time Omichund was excluded from an)' participation in 
the company’s affairs, which diminiffiing his commercial advan¬ 
tages, vexed his avarice, although poffelfed of four millions of ru¬ 
pees. However, he ftill continued the trade, which he ufed to 
carry on independent of the inveftment, and redoubled his attention 
to maintain his importance at Muxadavad ; in confequence of which 
Rajah-bullub at this time requefted his good offices to his fon Kifl’en- 
dafs, whom Omichund received on his arrival with much hofpitality, 
and lodged the family in a convenient habitation. 

The admiffion of Kiffendafs into Calcutta was foon known at 
Muxadavad. It wounded the pride of Surajah Dowlah, and exalpe- 
rated his mind with fuch fufpicions, that he immediately went to 
Allaverdy, and told him that he was well informed the Engliffi in¬ 
tended to fupport the widow of Nowagis Mahomed. Mr. Forth, 
the iurgson of the Engliffi faftory at Coffimbuzar, who attended 
Allaverdy in his Iaft illnefs, was prefent, and Allaverdy, inftead of 
aniwenug Surajah Dowlah, queftioned Mr. Forth concerning the 
report, who replied, that it was railed by the enemies of the En¬ 
gliffi, in order to hurt them in his favour, and that on examination 
it would appear groundiefs ; adding,, that the Engliffi had no other 
ambition than to be merchants in his country. Allaverdy then 
alked how many foldiers were in the faftory at Coffimbuzar ? Whe¬ 
ther the French or the Dutch prelidencies had lately fent up any to 
their fa&ories in that town ? Where the Engliffi ffiips of war were ? 
Whether they would come to Bengal ? Whether l'onie had not 
been in the river of Hughley three months before ? Why the iqua- 
dron came into India ? Whether there was war between England 
and France? To which queftions Mr. Forth replied, without de¬ 
viating from the truth : and Allaverdy, feeming to be convinced 
that the expedition of a war with France had brought the fqua- 
dronto India, and that the Engliffi at Calcutta were in no condition, 
to rifle, the difplcnfure of his government, told Surajah Dowlah, 

that. 
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tiv.it- nc fu-cpi) credit to ms information; who replied, that he could 
•■nrove it. A few days after this converfation, news arrived in Bengal 
that' tlm Knghfh had tfeken .Ghana. The piracies which Ang-ria. 
had for <o many rears committed on the lubjc&s of the Mogul 
had rendered ius name famous throughout the empire ; and there 
tiv Irarce a province of which he .had not taken feme of the.na- 
tives, who concurred m deferibing his fortrefs as impregnable : and 
various rumours now.prevailed at Muxadavad, Some laid that the 
Enghfh mtenacd to fend fixteen fhips to make, war in Bengal ; 
others, that Surajah Dowlah was determined to fack Calcutta, and 
drive the Englilh out of his dominions : and Mr. ."Watts, received 
pofitive information that there were many fpies employed by the go¬ 
vernment in Calcutta ; and that the weaknefs of the. gai rifon and 
fortifications, and the facility with -which -die place .might be t aken, 
were the public difeourfe of the city and the court. The,-proficiency 
on this information ordered ftridt fearch to be made, and fe- 
vci'al who were fuipedted of being lpies, were turned out ot the 
company's bounds. 

At length the long-expeftcd event of Allaverdv’s death .happened 
oil the i)th of April:: his public charafler is fuffieiently delineated 
by bis addons: his private life was very different from the ufual 
manners of a Mahomedan prince m-Indofhm; for he was extremely 
temperate, had no pleafures, kept no feraglio, and always lived 
the hufband of one wife. Warned by the experience of his own 
ambition, the defection of Meer-abib, and the rebellion of Mufta- 
pha Cawn, he declined us much as poflible to entruft any-Mahome- 
dan, excepting of his own lineage, with any . power cut of his fight, 
which might either tempt or enable him to revolt :■ but kept his 
army, which confifted chiefly of Mahomedaas. continually under 
his own eye, or never flittered a large body of the fame troops to.re¬ 
main long enough at a distance to -be feduced from their obedience. 
At the fame time he paid them well and regularly, and rewarded 
die officers of merit and diflincfion, either with ready money-.- or 
with iaghires, which, were always rents ariiing from lands over 
which they' were not fuffered to have .any -extenlive- juriidiction. 

But 
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But he preferred the fervice of Gentoos in every office and dignity 
of the flate, excepting in the ranks of the army, for which they 
neither wifhed nor were fit, and deemed ft> regard the increafe of 
their wealth as his own. Roydulub was his duan, or treafnrer, and 
his confidential minifter ; Ramramfing the Rajah of Midnapore, the 
mafter of the fpies and meffengers. The governments which he 
gave to his nephews, the fons and grandfons of Hodgee, as well as 
the interior eflablifhment of their families, were regulated by Gentoos. 
He encouraged the immenfe opulence of the Seats, and admitted them 
to his moll fecret councils ; he gave the government of Hughley 
and its diflridt, in which all the European fettlements on the river 
are fituated, to Monikchund ; and after the affaffination of Zaindee 
Hamed,hewould not truft the government of Behar, notwithflanding 
its importance as a province and a frontier, to Meer Jaffier, although 
his brother-in-law, and the firft officer in his army ; but gave it to 
the Gentoo Ramnairan. The Rajahs, both of Bengal and Behar, 
fought their protection and exemptions, from their fellow Gentoos, 
. who were eflablifhed in his confidence, and contributed not a little 
to increafe their fortunes. Thus was the Gentoo conneftion be¬ 
come the mofl opulent influence in the government, of which it 
pervaded every department with filch efficacy, that nothing of mo¬ 
ment could move without their participation or knowledge; nor did 
they ever deceive their benefaflor, but co-operated to ftrengthen his 
adminiflration and relieve his wants ; and it is laid that the Seats; 
alone gave him in one prefent the enormous fum of three millions 
of rupees, as a contribution to fupport the expences of the, Morat- 
toe war. Warranted by fuch experience, Allaverdy recommended 
the policy of his own preference to his fucceflor, and inflrucled his 
wife to inculcate the fame maxims after his d'eceafe ; but he did 
not forefee that the great inferiority of abilities in Surajah Dowlah 
might turn to dangers the very means from which his own had 
derived fecurity. 

Surajah Dowlah immediately after the death of Allaverdy was 
proclaimed, and prepared to attack the widow of Nowagis Ma¬ 
homed; Not more than one or two days after his acceffion he 

wrote 



•».vc a ldtrer to th« president of Calcutta, ordering him to .-deliver 
up KilTemlals, with-his treafurcs, The bearer .of the lettcr.wa'S. bro¬ 
ther of 1 l;ur>!;tmling, tho head o S the fpic-s: he came in a iinall boat, 
and hailed in the difguife of a common pedlar on the i |.!.h of April, 
end immediate!'’ proceeded to Omichund’s, who, as the governor 
-.vas nhfent at ids country houlc, introduced liim to Mr. Helwoll, a 
member of the council, who fupentitended the police .of-the town. 
The next clay it avas.delibcratetl what-relolutionihould be -taken con¬ 
cerning this meffenger. 

The governor returning the next day fummoned a council, of 
which the majority being prepoffeffed agamff. Omichuml, concluded 
that the meffenger was a.n engine prepared by himfelf to alaim them, 
and reftore his own importance; and as the lad advices teceivcd from 
■Coflimbuzar de-fcnbed the event between Surajah Dowlah and the 
widow of Nowagis to be dubious* the council rciolvcd- that 
both the meffenger and his letter , were too fufpicious tu be re¬ 
ceived : and the fervants, who,were ordered to bid him depart, turned 
him out of the fa&ory and off the fhore with infolence and-derifion : 
but letters were diipatchcd to Mr, Watts, inftnfftiiig him to guard 
againft any evil confequence from this proceeding. 

It is probable that the report of the fpy, fupported by the reprefen- 
tations of his brother,, renewed the fame ideas which had induced 
Surajah Dowlah to accufe the Englifh Ionic days before to Allaverdy., 
He, however, concealed his refentment for ■ when the vaqueel, 
or Gentoo agent employed bv Mr. Watts reprefented at the 
Durbar, the fufpicions which had induced the Englifh government 
to treat the meffenger as an impoftor, Surajah Dowlah Icarcely 
fhewed any emotion or difpleafure; and neither Mr. Watts nor 
the prdident received any farther injunfhons ft pm him concerning 
Kiffendafs, 

In the beginning of April letters had been received from Eng¬ 
land, informing the prdidenev that year with France was inevitable, 
and ordering them to put die fettlcment in a ftate of defence : 
hut to do this was irapoffible without building the fort anew, How¬ 
ever, a sweat number of labourers were lent to repair aline of suns, 

which 
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which extended on the brink of the river in front of the well era 

fide of the fort. . 

•In the mean time the widow of Allaverdy interpofed between her 
daughter and Surajah Dowlah, and at length prevailed on her to 
acknowledge him; which (Ire had no fooner done than Surajah 
Dowlah put her into clofe confinement, and fcized her palaces and 
treafures, with the infant fon of his own brother. As foon as he 
had quelled this enemy, he proceeded with his whole army, conliftino- 
of 50,000 men, againft the fon of Sid Hamet in Purnea.. 

Notwithstanding the diligence which had been employed to. ex¬ 
pel the fpies employed by the Nabob in Calcutta, feveral found 
means to remain uhdifcovered ; and, inftigated moft probably by 
the head fpy, reprefented in their letters to the Durbar, that the 
Englifh were very bufv in railing Strong fortifications. The Na¬ 
bob, whofe cowardice eafily led him to believe any tbino- that 
alarmed his fears, gave fuch entire credit to the report, that on the 
day in which he began his march towards Purneah, he dilpatched 
a letter to Mr. Drake, figuifying that he had been informed the 
Englifh were building a wall, and digging a large ditch round the 
town of Calcutta ; and ordering him immediately to d.ifift, and 
to deftroy all the works which had lately been added to the fortifi¬ 
cations. 

It was unfortunate, Mr. Watts had negiefted to inform the pre- 
fidency of the complaint which Surajah Dowlah had made to Alla¬ 
verdy a little before his death, in the prefence of Mr. Forth ; and 
of the converfation which enfuecl on that occafion: for whatfoever 
informations were now communicated, were confidered as the arti¬ 
fices of the. court to frighten tire presidency out of a fumof money : 
whereas the converfation implied that Surajah Dowlah bore rancour 
againft the Englifh; and that both he and Allaverdy had been 
attentive to their military proceedings. But, wanting this infor¬ 
mation, Mr. Drake thought iliat the truth would Ire his befit de¬ 
fence, and (imply wrote a letter, importing, “ That 1 he Nabob 
■“ had been mifinformed by tho'e who had reprefented to him that 
“ the Englifh were building a wall round the town ; that they had 
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“ du/ no ditch face the inva/iun of tbc"Morattoo3, • at wlikln thne~ 
“ Inch a work was executed at the lequdl: of the Indian inhabit 
“ taut'ij and with, the knowledge and approbstiotvof- Allaverdy:; that. 

“ in the iatc war between England anth France,' the.French had at- 
“ lacked-and taken the town of Madrids, contrary to the neu- 
« t rati tv which it was expected would have been preferved, hr. 
“ the Mogul's dominions ;, anti that, there dicing at prefent great". 
“ appearance of another war between the two-nations, the ling- . 
“ li!h were under apprchenfiens that the French-would a<$r 111-ther 
“ 1'atnc manner in Bengal': to-prevent which, they were-repairing 
“ their line of guns - on the bank- of the river/.’. Few- in' JVir.- 
Drake’s fitnation would have apologized in any other manner : ns- . 
verthelefs, confidering the character of Suraiah Dowiah, .and the. 
riifpofition of his-mind- towards the Eugliih at this juncture,, the am¬ 
ity er was improper : becaufe it tended to 'make him believe that the 
impending war between the two nations would probably be brought 
into Bengal ; and becaufc it implied that he- either wanted power .or 
•will to protefl the Englilh. According!}-, when- he, received the 
letter on the 17th of May at Eajamahal, the perafal of it irritated 
him to a"degree of. rage which aitonifhed all his officers, except¬ 
ing one or two of his intimate favourites, lie inftantly changed', 
his refolution of proceeding further, ordered his army to march- 
hack without delay to Muxadavad, amt lent forward n detachment- 
of 3000 men-, to invefl: the fort of Cofilmbuzar. Qn the- sad of 
Mny thefe troops arrived and fhrroundcd it, but committed no hof- . 
tilities ; and on the 3 ft of June- the Nabob- birnfelf came up with- 
the main body of his army. , - 

The fort was juft ftrong enough to-oblige an enemy to-attack it 
with cannon : the baftions -were fmall: the - curtains were only- 
three feet thick, and ferved as the outward -wall of a range of ebranr 
hers, which, with their terraffes, imitated ramparts, and were on ail 
fides overlooked from without by buildings within. roo yards, and , 
there was neither ditch, nor even a pallilade. to interrupt- theap- 
proach to the very foot of -the walls: perhaps the jealoufy of the 
government would not Mer more ; none of the cannon were above: 
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nine pounders, moft were honey-combed, many of their carriages 

decayed, and the ammunition did not exceed 600 charges. The 

garrifon confifted of 22 Europeans, mo’ifly Dutchmen, and 20 

Topaffes. 

The Nabob, immediately on his arrival, fent a meflenger, ordering 
Mr. Watts to come to him ; who at the fame time received a letter 
from the duan, Roydulub, alluring him of lafety : he neverthe- 
lefs delayed until Mr. Forth the furgeon went out and returned, 
accompanied by an officer, with the fame aflurances from Roy¬ 
dulub in perfon : on which he proceeded to the tent of Roydulub, 
and was introduced by, him to the Nabob, who received him with 
infolencc and inveftives : immediately after which he was conducted 
into another tent, where feveral fecretaries and officers prepared a 
writing, importing, that the prefidency of Calcutta fhould, within 
fifteen days, level whatfoever new works they had raifed; that they, 
fhould deliver up all tenants of the government who had taken pro¬ 
tection in the fettlement ; and that if it fhould be proved that the 
company's duftucks, or paffports for trade, had ever been given to 
fuch as were not intitled to them, what tire government had been 
defrauded of by fuch prafilices, fhould be refunded. Mr. Watts, fur- 
rounded by menaces, figned the paper •; immediately after which 
the fame conclave ordered him to feud for Mr. Collet and Mr. Bat- 
fon, the two other members of the council, who came and figned 
likewife, and were detained with Mr. Watts in the camp. The 
next day they received an order to furrender the fort; but repre- 
fenting that .this did not now, depend on themfelves, no umbrage 
was taken at the delay of their conferences with one another, and 
their meflages to the garrifon, who, deeming the fort, as it really' 
was, untenable, the Nabob’s officers, with a number of followers, 
were admitted on the 4th of June ; who, inftcad of fealing up what 
effefts they found, as the Nabob had ordered, ftole the greateft part; 
and the foldiery, who took poffeffion of the fadtory, inful ted the 
garrifon with every kind of contumely and reproach. This beha¬ 
viour continued three days, and fo much affcdled the mind of the 
H 2 commanding 
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commanding officer. Enfign Elliot, that ho ihot himfelf through- 
the head. i - , 

The cannon and amrmroitifln were carried to the camp; , the 
{oklicrs were fent to the common prifon at Muxadavad; Mr. Bat- 
fon, one of-the council, and the younger men in the - company’s • . 
iervicc, were permitted to retire to the French unci-Dutch factories 5; 
iiinl- lYlcff. Watts and Collet, tnfiead of being employed as- they 
expedlcd, to reprefeiit the:\vrii of burajah- Dowlah to, the-.preftdcncy 
of Calcutta, were informer! that- they mail -accompany him thither.. - 
None of the Nabob’s officers endeavoured to reftrain him from this- 
rath and violent refolutiou ;- they . believed themfelvcs marching to 
the plunder of one of the moil hpulent cities in the empire. But 
Seat Mootabrav and Roopchund, the ferns of the banker Juggutfcat,.- 
who had fuccceded to the wealth and employments of their lather, 
and derived great advantages from the European trade m the pro¬ 
vince, ventured to reprefeiit the Englifli as a colony oi inofferui.vc 
and rueful merchants, and earned Ly entreated the Nabob to mode¬ 
rate his refentment- againii them ; -but their rcmonfttitoces were 
vain : and on the 9th of June the- army began- tbeirmarch towards 
Calcutta. 

During thefe proceedings, letters were daily difpatched from 
Calcutta, iuftrufting Mr.-Watts .to ahuxe the Nabob.that-the presi¬ 
dency-was ready to obey ids orders, to dc-molifh .wbatfoever addi¬ 
tions had been made to their fortifications, and what other build¬ 
ings without the fort might have been-repreiented to 5 dm as works 
intended for defence ; but none of thefe letters reached Mr. Watts,, 
and were probably carried to the Nabob, whofe intentions they en¬ 
couraged. Coja Y/azeed, the principal .merchant of the province, 
who refided at Hugbley, was likewife delved to interpofehis media¬ 
tion ; to whom the Nabob replied, that Mr. Drake had griemifly 
offended him, and that he would -110c--fuller the Englifh to remain 
in his country on any other terms than were allowed them in the 
reign- of the Nabob Jafficr. In the mean tifnc, as the principal rea¬ 
son affigned for Surajah Dowlab’s -indignation- was -his bebet that- 
the Englifli were erefting new fortifications,the dread-of exafperating 
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him dill more, unfortunately deterred the prefidency front taking 
the neceflary meafures to oppofe, until there remained no longer 
any hopes of appealing him : and in this pitcarious fnfpenfe, twenty 
days, in which much might have been done, were liifFered to elapfe 
unemployed. But, on the 7th of June, when news was received of 
the liirrender of Coffimbuzar, they' were convinced that they muft 
owe their fafety to refiftance. 

- Letters were immediately difpatched to Madrafs and Bombay 
re_quefiing reinforcements, but without any probability that any 
could arrive from either in time ; for the fea was lhut by the fouth 
monfoon, and the mefiengers of the country could not arrive at 
either of their deftinations in lefs than 30 days. As a relief nearer 
at hand, the French and Dutch presidencies at Chandernagore and 
Ghinchura were fclicited, as in a common caufe, to enter into a de- 
fenfive alliance againft the Nabob; but the Dutch politively refilled, 
and'the.French ihfolently advifed the EngKlh to repair to Chander¬ 
nagore, in which cafe they promifed them their proteftion. No 
refource therefore remained but in their own force,- which- was in¬ 
deed very inadequate to the conteft ; for, although the regular gar- 
rifon confided of 264 men, and the inhabitants ferving as militia 
were 250; in all, 514 men; yet only 1.74 of this number were 
Europeans, and of thefe not ten had ever feen any other than the 
fervice of the parade ; the red were Topaffes, Armenians, and Por- 
tugueze inhabitants, on whcfe faith or fpirit no reliance could be 
placed. The number-of Buxerries, or Indian matchlock men, 
were therefore augmented to 1500 ; provifions were laid, in frore, 
and-works of defence, fuch as the time would admit, were erected. - 
Whilft tire Nabob was advancing, it was determined to take pof- 
fefiion of the fort of Tannah, which lay about 5 miles below Calcutta, 
on the oppofite Ihore, and commanded-the narrowed part of the 
river between Hughley and the fea with 13 pieces of cannon. 
Two (hips of 300 tons, and two brigantines, anchored before it early 
in the morning of the 13th of June; and as Icon as they began to 
lire, the Moorilh garriibn, which did not exceed fifty men,- fled : 
011 which fome Europeans and Lalcavs landed ; and having dif- 
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die reft had been affembled at Hughley. Surajah Dowlah hadpre- 
vioufly lent- letters to the Dutch and French lettlements at Chin- 
ehura- and. Chandernagore, ordering them to affift him with their 
garrifons againft Calcutta ; and when his army was in fight of their 
factories, he repeated his luminous in more imperious terms ; but 
they pleaded the treaties fu-bfifting between their nations and the-En— 
glifh in Europe : which denial he highly relented ; but lupprefled- 
his indignation for the prefent, left they ftiould, as in a common- 
eaufe, take up arnris in conjunction with the Englilh.- But to this-- 
they were nothing inclined,. 

The news of the enemy’s approach was brought to-Calcutta early; 
the next morning, the I 6th of June; on which the militia and mi¬ 
litary repaired to their polls, and the Englilh women quitted their 
houfes, and retired into the fort. Moft of the Indian inhabitants- 
who had not already taken flight now deferted file town, and fled, 
they knew not whither, to avoid-the floral; but . the Portugucfe, or 
black Chriftians, availing themfelves of this title, flocked to .the. 
fort, v into which more than 2000 of them, men,, women, and chil¬ 
dren, were imprudently admitted- At noon, the van of the Nabob’s 
army, marching from the northward, appeared in fight-of the com¬ 
pany’s bounds, and having neither reconnoitred nor gainedintelli-. 
gence, they remained ignorant that the Morattoe-clitch did not con¬ 
tinue round the limits, but left, an opening without defences to the, 
fouth. They therefore, without hefitation, advancecLto attack dis¬ 
part which lay direclly before them,, where a deep rivulet, without, 
any bank behind it, lupplied the place of the Morattoe-ditch; and the- 
redoubt, called Perring’s, which was one of the objedls of the Nabob’s 
difoleafure. Hood on a point of land at. the mouth of the rivulet ; 
but being only intended to command the river, this work had but. 
one embrafure towards the land. Contiguous to the redoubt Hood 
a bridge, which was the only paffage over the rivulet ; on the 
other fide of which, within 100 yards, were thickets and groves, 
through ivhich lay the high road. A Ihip of 18 guns bad been ica- 
tioned to the north of the redoubt, in order to flank the thickets t 
the greateft part of the company’s buxerries were aftembled here to, 
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raffes, which Were the roofs of chambers, formed the top of the 
ramparts; and windows belonging to thefe chambers, were in 
feveral places opened in the curtains the gateway on the 
eaftern fide projefted, and mounted five guns, three in front, 
and one on each flank towards the baftions ; under the weftern 
face, and on the brink of the river, was a line of heavy cannon, 
mounted in embrafilres of folid mafonry ; and this work was 
joined to the two weftern baftions by two flender walls, in 
each of which was a gate of pallifadoes. In the year 1747, 
warehoufes had been built contiguous to the fouthern curtain, and 
projecting on the outfide, between the two baftions, rendered them 
ufelefs to one another; however, the terrafles of thefe ware¬ 
houfes were ftrong enough to bear the firing of three pounders 
which were mounted in barbett over a flight parapet. 

The houles of the Englifh inhabitants occupied the ground fix 
hundred yards towards the eaft, and half a mile to the north and 
fouth of the fort; but lay Icattered in fpacious and feparate inclo- 
fures; and feveral .of them overlooked the fort; as did the Englifh 
church, which flood oppofite to the n. e. baftion ; under thefe dif- 
advantages the fort was deemed fo little capable of defeoce, that 
it was refolved to oppofe the enemy in the' principal ftreets and 

Accordingly three batteries, each mounting two eighteen poun¬ 
ders, and two field-pieces, were erefted: one oppofite to the eaftern 
gate of the fort, at the diftance of 300 yards, in the principal 
avenue, which continued in a ftraight line to the eaftward 'as far as 
the Morattoe ditch : this battery adjoined on the left to the gate¬ 
way of an inclofure, in which, at the diftance of a few feet, flood 
a very fpacious houfe of one floor, in which the mayor’s court and 
affizes ufed to be held. A crofs-road pafted from N. to s. along the eaf¬ 
tern curtain of the fort; but 200 yards N. of it, this road loft fight of the 
fort, by a fhort turning towards the river, along the bank of which it 
continued ftraight to the N. in a ftreet formed by houfes on one fide, 
and the walls of inclofures on the other neareft the river : at the 
upper end of this ftreet, juft beyond the turning, was another battery,. 
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Tne third was in the crois-road 300 yards- to the fouth. of the fort, but 
the ground between was, clear. Brcaft-works with palhladces were 
erected in the f mailer inlets at a diftance, and trenches dug acrof; 
the more open grounds. Between the north battery and, the 
eaftern, or that at the mayor’s court houle, there were only two 
inlets, hot)i of which led into a fpot lying on the eaftern fide or tile 
crois-road between the church and a houfe belonging to • Mr. Eyre.. 
But tire ground immediately to the fouth-eaft of the fort was much 
more open; and part of this jpacc was occupied by a large iuclofui e, called 
1 the Park ; the north fide of which fkirted the principal avenue leading, 
to the eaftern battery, the-weftern tide extended 200 yards along 
the fide of the crofs-road towards tile fouthern battery, and the eaftern 
fide ikirfed one fide of a rope-walk about fixty yards broad. Along 
the other fide of this rope-walk flood three Enghih hordes, all 
within efffeftive mulket-fhot of the eaftern battery ; which, being 
•trebled at the north-eaft angle of the park, mignt, by. turning a gun- 
to the fouth, fconr the whole length of this rope-walk, but could, 
not fo well command the entrance into a fin-all lane, which led into 
the farther end of the rope-walk from the fouth-eaft. This palY 
was of confequence ; for the enemy might from hence proceed to: 
the fouth wall of the park, and then continue along it-without in¬ 
terruption to feveral houfcS, which extended along the crofs-road, 
stlmoft from the fouth-Weft angle of the park to the backfide of the- 
foutherii battery, which flood joo yards farther on in the crofs 
road : about 200 yards rail of this battery, and about the fame dis¬ 
tance to the fouth of the lane laft mentioned, lay another paftage, 
which gave inlet into a large opening, fouth of the park; from 
whence the enemy might with even more facility penetrate to the 
-fame houfes .commanding the fouthern battery. Both thefc-pafles- 
were therefore carefully fecured. Immediately in front of the 
•fouthern battery the road was arched over a deep and miry gully, 
which continued to the river; but, as this battery was thought 
Ids tenable than cither of the other two, another was erected 200 
yards behind it, aeriofs 'the fame road, and within 100 of. the fort, 
about the midwav of the weftefn fide of the park-wall. 
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The enemy, as it had been expelled, attacked the out-pofls on the 
18th in the morning. At eight o’clock one of their divifions ad¬ 
vanced to the fouthern battery, and, taking poffeffion of feveral 
-houfes fituated on each fide of the road beyond it, fired from their 
matchlocks and from their wall-pieces, an engine of much greater 
efficacy, carrying a ball of three ounces ; the two eighteen pounders, 
.which were mounted on the battery, cannonaded the houfes, in order 
to diflodge them, but without effe£t. 

At break of day, two field-pieces with a platoon of Europeans 
had been detached from the eaftern battery to a flight barricaded 
work at fome diflance in the avenue; and 40 buxerries under a good 
officer had likewife been fent to take poft in the inclofure of the 
gaol, which lay about 100 yards beyond the battery, on the right 
hand of the avenue ; the walls of this inclofure were high, and 
holes had been flruck through to admit the firing of the two field- 
pieces, in cafe the enemy fhould gain their way, and oblige thofe 
at the barricade to retreat to the gaol. About nine o’clock, a mul- 
Jjijydeof fome thoufands, armed with match and firelocks, advanced 
Tror®he Morattoe ditch, along the avenue. They were flopped by 
the quick firing of the two field-pieces, which foon after difperfed 
them ; but they retreated into the thickets on either hand, and, fe- 
cure under that fhelter, kept up an inceffant, although irregular, 
fire on the barricade; neverthelefs, the party there maintained 
their poft two hours, when feveral being killed, and more wounded, 
the reft retreated, with the field-pieces, to the gaol: at the fame time 
the enemy, inflead of advancing along the avenue, proceeded through 
by-ways, and got poffeffion of the three Engliffi houfes which flood 
along the rope-wallc, and overlooked the back part of the gaol, on 
which they fired fo warmly from the windows and terraffes, that ill 
a few minutes they killed fix buxerries, and wounded four or five 
Europeans; on which the reft quitted the inclofure, leaving the. 
field-pieces behind, and returned to the battery at the Mayor’s Court. 

The battery to the north was likewife attacked about nine o’clock, 
but here the enemy did not find the fame advantages as at the other 
two ; for the ftreet was narrow, and the indofures which fkirted it 
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on tbs inlc next the. river afforded- no flicker that was not over-looked 
by the battery ftficlf ;• and, on the other fide, the only houfes which 
commanded If were contiguous to one another,- and did not extend 
more than lixty yards beyond; and in each of them were ported four, 
or five Europeans. The firft fire from the battery difperled the di~, 
viiion which was marching along the ftreet to attack it, and de¬ 
terred them from appearing again in a body : neverthelcfs they re¬ 
mained in the crofs ftreets, from which two or three at a time fre¬ 
quently ufed to come out,' fire at random, and then retreat. A 
platoon, with a field-piece, was detached to drive them out of the 
crofs ftreets; which they eafily effected,- and then proceeded alongl 
the northern ftreet, until they loft fight of the battery ; when, the 
enemy, taking advantage of their error, returned through the crofs 
ftreets, to cut off their retreat, but yielded again to the field-piece . 
and the fire of the platoon. Soon after, the whole body of the 
enemy, which had been appointed to this attack, went away, and 
joined thofe who were employed againft the eaftern battery. 

At noon the attacks in all parts ceafcd at once, and everyfhi^ 
remained quiet until two, when the enemy recommenced their fire 
upon thb eaftern battery, not only from the three- homes in the 
rope-walk, but alfo from two others on the left hand of the.avenue; 
from which ftations neither the two eighteen pounders on the bat¬ 
tery, nor the cannon from the fort, were able to diflodge them. 
The enemy’s fire was fo inceffant, that only the men neceiTary to 
ferve the. guns were, fuffered to remain in the battery, wild ft the reft . 
took fheiter in the mayor’s court-houfe, from whence the place of 
thofe who were either killed or wounded at the guns was occa- 
fionally fupplied. About four, o’clock in the afternoon, a multitude 
of the enemy forced the palifade at the farther end of the rope- 
walk, although defended by a ferjeaht and twenty men; and ruftied 
down the walk with fo much impetuofity towards the. eaftern bat¬ 
tery, that the gunners had Scarcely time to turn one of the eighteen, 
pounders againft them; however, the firft difeharge of grnpe T flio't 
checked, and a few more drove them to feek fheiter in the covers at 
hand ; but many of them joined thofe who were in the houfes,' 
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from which the fire, increafed fo much, that at five o’clock Captain 
Clayton, the military officer who commanded in the battery, fent 
Mr. Holwel), who ailed as a lieutenant under him, to reprefent to 
the governor the impoffibility of maintaining this pod any longer, 
unlefs it was immediately reinforced with cannon and men, fuffi- 
cient to drive the enemy out of the houfes : but before Mr. Hol- 
well returned. Captain Clayton was preparing to retreat, having 
already fpiked up two 18 pounders and one of the field-pieces ; and 
the whole detachment foon after marched into the fort with the 
other. They were fcarcely arrived before the enemy took poffeffion 
of the battery, and expreffed their joy by exceffive fhouts. 

The two other batteries had remained unmolefled fince noon ; 
but a party had been detached from the fouthern to defend the pali- 
fade to the eaft of it, which was overlooked by two large houfes, 
one on each hand: a ferjeant and twelve men, belonging to the 
military', polled themfelves in one of the houfes ; and a lieutenant 
with nine of the.militia, all.of whom were young men in the mer- 
pqQtiLe fervice of the company, took poffeffion of the other : the 
fire ffbm both defended the pafs until the ealtern battery was de- 
ferted, when, all the ground from hence to the two houfes beino- 
open, numbers of the enemy gathered in the ground on the infide of 
the palifade, and began to attack: the two houfes, which animating 
thofe who were attacking the palifade on the other fide, they at 
length tore it down, and joined thofe already within. The ferjeant 
with the twelve military faw their danger before the enemy had 
made proper difpofitions to prevent their efcape, and quitting the 
houfe in which they had been ffationed, proceeded by by-ways 
which they knew to the fouthern battery ; but did not give notice 
of their retreat to thofe of the militia in the other houfe ; who foon 
after feeing themfelves fun'ounded, without hopes of fuccour or 
relief, came out in a compabl body, determined to fight their way 
to the fort ; but two, whole names were Smith and Wilkinfon, fe- 
parated from the reft, and were immediately intercepted : the 
enemy, however, offered them quarter, which Smith refufed, and, 
it is laid, flew five men before he fell ; on which Wilkinfon fur- 

rendered. 
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rendered, and was immediately cut to pieces. The other eight, 
always prefenting and .rarely firing, got to the fouth weft angle of 
the park, wheu the guns, as well of the fort, as of the battery 
which had been raifed acrofs the road leading to it, midway of the 
weft fide of the park Avail, deterred the enemy from accompanying 
them any farther. The detachments at all the three batteries, the 
two to the ibuth, and that to the north of the fort, were now re. 
called ; and boats were fent, which foon after brought away Enfign 
Pifchard, and the guard of 20 men, which was remaining at 
Perring’s redoubt to the north. 

The batteries had been fo much relied upon as the beft defences of 
the fettlcment, that the defertion of them on the very firft day they 
were attacked created general confternation ; and the uproar of 1500 
black Portuguefe in the fort inereafed the coufufion. Of the 
Lafcars, who had been inlifted to ferve the cannon, not more than 
twenty, and of the buxerries not one, remained. The Armenian 
and Portuguefe militia were ftupified with fear. However, the 
Englilh ftill preferved their courage, and fmall parties were detached 
to the church, to Mr. Eyres, oppofite the angle of the north-eaft 
baftion, .to Mr. Cruttenden’s on the north, and to the governor’s 
houfe on the fouth, all which commanded the ramparts. In the 
mean time the enemy had drilled the three guns which had been 
fpiked and left in the eaftern battery, and turned them on the fort; 
whilft numbers of their troops, Iheltering thcmfelves in the trenchei 
which had been dug in the park, and behind the walls of that in- 
clofure, kept a conftant lire of fmall arms on the ramparts. 

A lliip and leven imaller veflels, belonging to the fettlement, lay 
before the fort; and boats, with the natives who plied them, had 
been carefully referved. As night approached, it was refolved to 
fend ;ill the European women on board the Blip ; two of the council 
fuperintended their embarkation, and were accompanied by feveral 
of the militia. Before eight o’clock the party at the governor’s 
houfe, having been much galled by the enemy from the next houfe 
to the fouth, were recalled; their retreat expofed the range of ware- 
houfes adjoining to the fouth curtain, which was the weateft part 

of 
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of the fort, bccaulc unflanked by any baft ion; and at midnight the 1756. 
enemy were heard approaching to efcalade the terraffes of thefe ware- 
houfes. On which the governor ordered the drums to beat the ge¬ 
neral alarm ; but although this fummons was thrice repeated, not a 
man appeared in obedience to it, excepting thole who were on duty; 
but the enemy, fuppofing the garrifon prepared, retreated. 

At two in the morning, a general council of war was held, to 
which all the Englifh, excepting the common foldiers, were ad¬ 
mitted : and after debating two hours, whether they (hould imme¬ 
diately efcape to the flaps, or defer the retreat until the next night, 
the council broke up without any regular determination : but, as of 
the two propofals, the firft was not carried into execution, it was by 
many believed that the other w as adopted. 

The enemy renewed their attacks as foon as the morning appear¬ 
ed, by which time they had mounted three guns near the fouth- 
weft angle of the park, from whence, as well as from the eaftern 
battery, they now cannonaded the fort, whilft their matchlock men 
from feveral houfes, and behind the -walls of inclofures; fired 
upon the feveral houfes in which parties were remaining, as well 
as upon the baftions and ramparts. They had not, however, ven¬ 
tured to take poffelfion of the governor’s houfe to the fouth,. not- 
withftanding it had been evacuated fb many hours ; and another 
party, under the command of Enfign Pifchard, was fent thither early 
in the morning. Ever and anon fome one of the defenders was 
killed or wounded : but, although ten times the number of the 
enemy fell, their lols in fo great a multitude was fcarcely felt, and 
immediately fupplied. Before nine, Enfign Pifchard returned to 
the fort, wounded, and was followed by his party ; on which the 
detachments in the church 'and the two other houfes were like-wife 
recalled, and the ports they quitted were immediately taken pof- 
feffion of by the enemy, whole courage and activity increafed with 
their fiicceis, whilft terror and confufion prevailed more and more 
in the garrifon. 

Many of the boats had deferted in the night; and in the morning, 
when it was intended to fhip off the Portuguefe women and chil- 
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dren, the voire of order wadoft amongil this affrighted multitude, 
of which every one prefling: to be firft embarked,..the boats.were. 
{■Hied with more than'Obey coulrl- carry, and feveral were overfet. 
Moil of thole'who had crowded, into them were .drowned, .and,, 
inch as floated with, the tide to the fhore, .were either, made }>ri- 
loners or maiiacrcd ; for the enemy had taken 'poHcihon ot all 
the'lsoufes and inclofures along the banks, of the river, from; 
which ftations thej r fliot fire-arrows, into, the Aiip and veflels, in 
hopes of burning them. None of the-garnfon. who had embarked 
with the English women had returned to. the-; Shore, and ••their 
fright 'being much increafed by the fire-arrows, they, without pr- 
•dersfrom file Governor, removed the Ihipfrom, her ftation before ■ 
the fort to Govindpore, three miles lower down the.river..;;.on 
which all the other veffels weighed their anchors-likewffe,. and fol¬ 
lowed the lhip ; and to-in'ereale the evil ■effedts of their retreat,,it 
happened at the very time when the detachments from the fort w ere 
obliged to abandon the adjacent 'houfes:, in .this-hop yoi tiepidation 
many of the Englilh militia, feeing die veffels. under, fail, were terri¬ 
fied with the apprehenfion of doling, this opportunity, of elcaping, 
and quitted the fliore. The governor, utterly unexperienced in ..mili¬ 
tary affairs, had hitherto, Ihew.n no ayeiffon- to expoje his. perlon 
• wherever his prefence was necefiary; He had early in the morning 
vifited the rampartsand after the retreat of the detachments from 
the houfes, when an alarm was given that..the enemy were,en¬ 
deavouring to force their way through the gate of pahladoe,. in the 
. wall between the fouthern baftion and the line, of guns, had repaired 
thither, and ordered two fiekl-pieces to be pointed towards, the gate; 
but found none willing to obey him. Soon aftei., a, man came and 
whiipered to him, that all the.gun-powder remaining in the ma¬ 
gazines was damp and unfit for.fcrvice; although difmnyed by this 
information, he refrained from-divulging it, and endeavoured to 
reduce the cpnfufion whieh.prevailed eveiy where till ten o’clock-.; ; 
when perceiving that only two boats remained -at the,, wharf, .id one 
of which feveral of his acquaintancewere p> epanng to eicape, the 
dread of being expofed to the .reffntment of Surajan Dowiab, who 
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had often threatened to put him to death, prevailed over all other 
eonfidcrations, and, panick-ftruck, he hurried into the other boat, 
without giving warning to the garrifon : the military commanding 
officer, and feveral others who law him embark, followed his ex¬ 
ample, and accompanied him to the fhip. 

The aiionifhmcnt of thofe who remained in the fort was not 
greater than their indignation at this defertion ; and nothing was 
heard for feme time but execrations againft the fugitives. How¬ 
ever, the concourfe loon proceeded to deliberation, when Mr, 
Peaikes, the eldeft member of the council in the fort, religned his 
right of command to Mr. Holwell. The whole number of militia 
and military now remaining amounted only to 190 men : and 
two or three boats being returned to the wharf, the new governor, 
in order to prevent any more defertions, locked the weftern gate 
■leading to the river. 

The Hi ip which had been ftationed at the- northern redoubt, ftill 
remained there ; and the garrifon, having determined to defend 
-thefnielves vigoroufly until they could repair on board of her, an 
officer was diijlatched in a boat with orders to the captain to bring 
her down immediately to the fort, But tine reliance upon' this re- 
fource was of ffiort duration ; for the Ihip coming down, ftruck on 
a land-bank, and was immediately abandoned by the crew. In the 
mean time the fort was warmly attacked, and bravely defended until 
the enemy ceafed firing at noon ; neither did they renew their efforts 
with much vigour during the reft of the day,or the lucceeding night; 
but employed themfelves in betting fire to all the adjacent houfes, 
'excepting thofe which commanded the ramparts. In this interval 
the garrifon continually threw out lignals, flags by day and fires 
by night, calling the vefftls at Govindpore to return to the fort ; 
but this their daft expectation of relief was likewife diiappointed, 
for not a Tingle veffei came to their affiftance. 

The next, morning the enemy recommenced their attacks with 
greater numbers than ever ; and whilft feme of the garrifon were 
■ expofing themfelves with much refolution, others were entreating 
Mr. Holwell to capitulate: who,_to calm the minds of ftich as 

Vol, II. h defponded, 
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dcfponded; at fun-rife, , threw a letter -froift the .rampart,; written,: 
bv the prilbner Oniiehund, to IVlonickchund, the,.governor -of: 
liughlev, wdio commanded a eonfrdcrable • body of. troops in the 
army before the fort, requeuing bun-to intercede with the.Nabob- . 
to cenfc; hoftihtics, fir.ee the h.nglifh vverc 'ready to obey hi; eyffi- 
mand?, and only perfifted in defending the fort toqjrwerve their 
1 -uvts and honour. The letter was. taken up, but the -enin.y never--. 
thcleis continued tbeii attacks, until noon, when a large.nody at¬ 
tempted to elhalade. the northern curtain, under cover of u .flra'ig 
h e of then tnwU Fi C u * < '-if how , t, after 

pe-rfevenng half anr bom .they on- jtpnl.,.o,. ,.nd to,. ...icon ,ul 
the other quarters of the fort coated as Joon as this body mutated... 
In tlsefe few hours twenty-five of the garrifon had beets killed, or 
were lying defperately. wounded, and k-vuity-more, mid reamed 
fljo-htcr hurts; and the common ioidiers having ■ lioko open tnc 
ftore-houfe of arrack.- were intoxicated beyond ail icoie or duty,, - . 

At two the enemy appeared-again, blit acted family ; and at four 
a man was diicovered advancing- with a fog of. truce hi his hand,,/, 
which Mr. Halwell,. at the genera! reqndl, aniweredmth another 
on the louth-eaft baftiuu,, from whence lie at the fame time threw a 
Mtcr which he had prepared, addreScd so the .duan,.- Roydulub- 
of'the fame purport as that which Omichund had written in the 
morning to Monickchuml. A parley enfued, during, which many 
of the enemy flocked to the..eastern,gate oi tna loit, and to the 
gate of poliiiidoes near the Couth-weft nafiion, both which, they 
attempted to cut down;, whilft greater numbers,, with dealing lad¬ 
ders, endeavoured to mount the warehoales to. the fouth : a foot, 
was’likewife fired, which-woundcd Mr-Batliey, as he was (landing 
on the s. e. baftion with Mr. Holwell, who immediately ran down, 
to bring men to the ramparts ; but few obeyed,- and thofe who 
would have been willing, had retired to-various parts of the fort to- 
get deep.; and whilft fcarch was making for them, the drunken, 
foldiers, intending to efcape to. the river, broke open. the weftem 
n-ate of the fort, juft as a body of the enemy had forced the gate e.- 
palifades, and were milling "to attack this, likewile, which they 
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river, ant! others were furrounded and taken prifoners. 

At five the Nabob entered the fort, accompanied by his general 
Meet Jaffier, and moft of the principal officers of his army. He 
immediately ordered Omichund and Kiflendafs to be brought before 
him, and received them with civility ; and having hid fome of¬ 
ficers go and take poffeffion of the company’s treafury, he proceeded 
to the principal apartment of the faflory, where he fat in Hate and 
received the compliments of his court and attendants in magnificent 
expreffions of his prowefs and good fortune. Soon after he fent for 
Mr. Holwell, to whom he expreffed much refentment at the pre- 
f'umptiou of the Engliffi in during to defend the fort, and much dif- 
iarisfaftion at the imallnefsof the fum found in the treafury, which 
did not exceed 50,000 rupees. Mr. Holwell had two other confe¬ 
rences with him on this fubjeft before feven o’clock, when the 
Nabob difmiiTed him with repeated affurances, on the word of a 
foldier, that he fliould fuffer no harm. 

Mr. Holwell, returning to his unfortunate companions, found- 
them affembled and furrounded by a ftrong guard. Several build¬ 
ings on the north and fouth fides of the fort were already in flames, 
which approached with fo thick a fmoke on either hand, that the 
prifoners imagined their enemies had caufed this conflagration, in 
■order to fuffecate them between the two fires. On each fide of the 
■eaftern gate -of the fort extended a range of chambers adjoining to 
she curtain ; and before the chambers a varanda, or open gallery : it 
was -of arched mafonxy, and intended to ffielter the foldiers from 
■the fun and rain, but being low, almoft totally obftrufted the 
chambers behind from the light and air ; and whilft fome of the 
guard were looking in other parts of the faftory for proper places 
<0 confine the prifoners during the night, the reft ordered them to 
•aflemble in ranks under the varanda on the right hand of the gate- 
Kz way; 
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uhci s at the fame time' had efcaladed the warehouses, s 756. 

• no refiftance was made* and every one lurren- 
h, the Nabob’s troops refrained from bloodfhed; 
die garrifon ran to the n. w. baftion, and dropped 
fin es, where fome efcaped along the flime of the 
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la the mean time every minute had increafed their fufferino-s. 
The firft effeft of their confinement was a profufe and continued 
fweat, which foon produced intolerable thirft, Succeeded -by excru¬ 
ciating pains in the breaft, with difficulty of breathing little fhort 
of luffocation. Various means were tried to obtain more room 
and air. Every one Gripped off his deaths; every hat was put in 
motion; and thefe methods affording no relief, it was propofed' 
that they flrould all fit down on their hams at the fame time, and- 
after remaining a little while in this pofture, rife all together. This 
fatal expedient was thrice repeated before they had been confined 
an hour; and every time, feveral, unable to rear themfelves again, 
fell, and were trampled to death by their companions. Attempts were 
again made to force the door, which, failing, as before, redoubled 
their rage but the thirft increafing, nothing but water !. water \. 
became foon after the general cry. The good jemautdar imme-- 
diately ordered fome fkins of water to be brought to the windows ; 
but, infteaci' of relief, his benevolence became a more dreadful caufe 
of 'deftrmftion ; for the fight of the water threw every one into fitch 
exceffive agitations and ravings, that, unable to refill this violent 
impulfe of nature, none could wait to be regularly ferved, "but each 
with the utmoft ferocity battled againft .thofe who were likely to 
get it before him ; and in thefe conflifts many were either prelfed 
to death by the efforts of others, or fuffocated by their own. This 
l’cene, inftead of producing companion in the guard without, only 
excited their mirth ; and they held up lights to the bars, in order 
to have the diabolical fatisfaftion of viewing the deplorable contentions 
of the fufferers within; who, findingit impoffible to get any water 
whilfl it was thus furioufly dilputed, at length fuffered thofe who • 
were' nearelf to the windows, to convey it in their hats to thole be¬ 
hind them, It proved no relief either to their thirft, or other fuf- 
ferings ; for the fever encreafed every moment with the encreafing 
depravity of the air in the dungeon, which had been fo often re¬ 
tired, and was fiturated with the hot and deleterious effluvia of 
putrifying bodies; of which the ftench was little lefs than mortal- 
iiefore midnight, all- who were alive and had not partaken of the 
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air at the windows, were either in a lethargic Ihipefaffl 
ingwith delirium. Kveiy kind of invective and abufe was uttered, 
m hopes of provoking the guard to put an end to their milei ics, by 
firing into the dungeon,: and whuff tome were bkifpheming their 
creator with the frantic execrations of torment in dcipair, heaven 
•was implorerl hv others with wild and .incoherent prayers; until the 
■weaker, exllimited by thelh agitations, at length mid no\,n ir.nrrtv 
and expired on the bodies of their dead or agonizing friends. Thole 
who lliil lurvived in'the inward part of the dungeon, finding that 
the- water had altorded them no relief, made 
nit , b> endeavouring to (bramble over the beads of thole who flood 
between them and the ••windows ; where the utmoil llrength of 
every one was employed for two hours, either m maintaining his 
own ground, or in endeavouring-to get that of which others were in 
pofleffion. All regards of companion and atredion were loft, and 
no one-would recede or give way for the relief of another. Faiutnefis 
fomethnes rave flrort paules of quiet, but the lint motion of any one 
renewal the (fruggle through all, under which ever ana anon'(nine 
one (link to rile no more. At two o’clock not more than fifty re¬ 
mained alive. But even this number were too many to partake 
of the (living air, the contert for which and life, continued 
until the morn, long implored, began to break; and, with the 
hope of relief, -gave the few furvivors-a view of the dead. The fur- 
vivors then at the window, finding t’lwt their intreatics ceuid not 
prevail on the guard to open the door, it occurred to Mr. Cooke, 
the lecretarv of the council, that Mr. I lo! well, if alive, might have 
more influence to obtain their relief; and two of the company un¬ 
dertaking the fearch, tlifeovered him, having ftill (ome ligus of life ; 
but when they brought .him-towards-the window, every one re ruled 
to quit his place, excepting Captain Mills, who with rare genero- 
fitv offered to refign his ; on which the reft likcwile agreed to make 
room. He had fcarcely begun to recover his lbnles, before -an of¬ 
ficer, fent bv the Nabob, came and enquired if the Knglifh chief 
tlirvived; and fixip. after the (lime man returned with an order to 
open the pril'on. The dead were lb thronged, and the liuvivors had 
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fo little ftrength remaining, that they were employed near half an 1756. 
hour in removing the bodies which law againft the door, before 
they could clear a paflage to go out one at a time ; when of one - 
'hundred and'forty-fix.who went in, no more, than twenty-three 
came out alive, the ghaftlieft forms that ever were feen alive. The 
Nabob’s troops beheld them, and the Havock of death from which 
they had efcaped,.with indifference; but,did not prevent them from, 
removing to a diftance, and were immediately obliged, by the 
intolerable ftench,-to clear the dungeon, .whilft others dug a ditch- 
on the outfide of the fort, into which alL the dead bodies were pro- 
mifcuoufiy thrown.- 

Mr. Holwell, unable to Hand, was loon after-earned to the-- ’ 
Nabob, who was fo far from , fhewing any compaflion for his con¬ 
dition, orremorfe for the death of the. other prifoners, that he only, 
talked of the treafores which the Englifh had buried ; and threaten¬ 
ing him with farther injuries,, if. he. perfifted in', concealing them,- 
ordered him to be kept a prifonen The officers to w-hofe charge he, 
wa^delivereci, put. him.into fetters, together with Meffrs. Court and 
Walcot, who were like wile, fbppofed. to know fomething of the 
treafures; the reft of the iiirvivors, amongft, whom were. Meffrs..- 
Gooke and Mills, were told they might go where they pleated ; but 
an Englifji woman, the only one of her fex amongft the fiifferers, 
was relcrved for tbeTeraglio of the geneial Meer Jaffier.. The dread 
of remaining any longer within the. reach of fuch barbarians deter¬ 
mined moft of them to remove immediately,-as far-as their ftrength . 
enabled ■ tnemv from the fort, and moft tended towards the. veffels 
which were ftill in fight ; .but when they reached Govindpore in the 
fouthern part of the company’s bounds, they were, informed that - 
guards were ftationed to. prevent any- perfons from palling to the 
veffels, on which moft of them took lhelter in deferted huts, where- 
Ibme of the natives,, who had ferved the Englifh in different employ¬ 
ments, came and adminiftered-to their immediate wants. Two or 
three however ventured, and. got to the veffels beforeiim-fet. Their 
appearance and the dreadful tale they had to tell were the fevereft 
of reproaches to thofe on beard, who, intent only on their own pre- 

fervation,. 
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greateft part of the commodities imported in the preceding year 
were fold; neither had the goods providing at the aurungs for the 
enfuing feafon been brought to Calcutta ; fo that the whole amount 
of the merchandizes remaining in the fettlement did not exceed in 
value the fum of two hundred thoufand pounds ; which was much 
diminiffied before they had palled through the rapine of the foldiery, 
and the embezzlement of the officers appointed to manap-e the 
plunder. The Nabob, irritated by the difappointment of his cx- 
pedations of immenfe wealth, ordered-Mr. Holwell and the two 
other prifoners to be lent to Muxadavad, in hopes that they would 
at laft difeover where the treafures of the fettlement were buried. 
This order was executed by his officers with all the foverity that 
the fear of caufing the death of the prifoners would admit. They 
were put into an open boat, without ffielter from the intenfe fun 
and heavy rain of the feafon, fed only with rice and water, and 
loaded with irons, notwithftanding their.bodies were covered with 
painful boils ; a crifis by which all who furvived the dungeon re¬ 
covered of their fever. In their paffage up the river, they received 
fome refrelhments from the Dutch fettlement at Chinchura ; 
and both the French and Dutch at Coffimbuzar adminifl;ered to 
them all the offices of humanity which their guard would permit, 
who, on their arrival at the capital, chofe a cow-houfe for the place 
of their confinement. 

It could fcarcely he imagined that the Nabob, after fuch flagrant- 
injuries, fhould fuffer the remains of the colony to abide within his 
dominions, in expe&ation of reinforcements. But there always 
reigned fo much confufion in his mind, that he rarely carried his 
ideas beyond the prefent appearance of things ; and, toothed by the 
compliments of his courtiers into a belief that the reduftion of Cal¬ 
cutta was the moft glorious and heroic atchievement that had been 
performed in Indoftan fince the days of Tamerlane, he imagined 
that the Englifft nation would never dare to appear again in arms 
in his country; and, having written letters full of thefe commen¬ 
dations’of himfe’f to Delhi, he neglcfted to purine the fugitives. 



HI the place, he departed with the reft or bis army on the lecend 
of July. Two or three days before his departure he publifhed leave 
tofuch as had elcaped the dungeon .to return to their houfesinthe 
town, where they were fupplied wit!) provilions by . Oraichund, 
whofe intercefiion had probably procured their return. But this in¬ 
dulgence was rendered of fliort duration by the intemperance of 
..a ferjeant, who-in a fit of drankennels killed a Moorman. This 
happened on the laft of June, on which the ban was publifhed againfr 
every European who Ihovild be found in the territory. All -fled, 
immediately to the French,. Dutch, and Prnfliau faflo.rks, from 
whence at different times moft of them repaired to die fleet at 
Full?.. 

As foon as the Nabob’s army had crofted the river near Hughley, 
he fent a detachment to the French, and another to the Dutch let-, 
tlenienft threatening to'extirpate them both, if they did not im¬ 
mediately pay him a large'Him of money: but, after receiving many 
fiibmiffive affi.trances of their pacific diipoiitions, he contented to re- 
leafe the Dutch for the fum of 450,600 rupees, and the French 
for 100,000 lefs j which difference, it is laid, lie made becavtfe the 
French had fupplicdhim with 200 chefls of gunpowder, as he was 
inarching to Calcutta. At the fame time he. relcaied Mr. Watts 
and Mr. Collet, who had hitherto been led prifoners in his camp, 
and configned them to the care of the Dutch governor at Chin- 
chura, from whom he took an obligation to produce them when- 
foever they ffioukl be demanded. On the nth he arrived at 
Muxadavad, from whence he iffued orders, commanding the feizure 
and fcqueftration of all the effedfs and merchandizes belonging to, 
the Englifh, or their tenants, in all parts of his dominions. How¬ 
ever,; finding that no difcoveries could be obtained concerning the 
treafures which he fuppofed to be buried in Calcutta, he, on. the 
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«6th, in compliance with the frequent interceflions of the widow 
vf Allaverdy, releafed Mr. Holwell and hi# two companions, figni- 
fying their deliverance in perfon, as he was palling by the Ihed 
of their confinement. They immediately repaired to the Dutch 
fartory, where they were received with much holpitality, and 
from thence proceeded to Chinchura. 

Meanwhile, the fleet remained at Fulta, where they were joined 
-by feveral other velfels from the fea. The company’s agents likewife 
from the fubordinate factories at Dacca, Jugdea, and Ballafore, 
having on the firft alarm efcaped from thefe refidencies, relbrted to 
the fleet. For fome time no provisions could be procured ; but as 
foon as the Nabob’s army left Calcutta, the country peojfie ven¬ 
ture to fupply them. 

The want of convenient Shelter, as well as the dread of being 
furprifed, obliged them all to deep on board the velfels, which were 
fo much crowded, that all lay promifcuoudy on the decks, without 
fhelter from the rains of the feafon, and for fome time without a 
change of raiment ; for none had brought any ftore away : and 
thefe hard/hips, inconfiderable as they may feem, were grievous to 
perfons, of whom the greateft part had lived many yeans in the 
gentle eafe of India. But fufferings which the hardieft cannot refill; 
enfued : for the lower part of Bengal, between the two arms of the 
Ganges, is the mod: unhealthy country in the world ; and many 
died of a malignant fever, which inferted all the velfels. 

But, inflead of alleviating their diftredes by that fpirit of mutual 
good-will, which is fuppofed to prevail amongft companions in mi- 
fery, every one turned his mind to invidious difculfions of the 
caufes which had produced their misfortunes ; although all leemed to 
expert a day when they Should be reftored to Calcutta. The younger 
men in the company’s feivice, who had not held any part in the 
government, endeavoured to fix every kind of blame on their fu- 
periors, whom they wifhed to fee removed from Stations, to which 
they expefted to fucceed. At the fame time, the members of the 
council accufed one another, all concurring to lay the levered 
blame upon the governor ; and thefe examples gave rife to the fame 
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Bengal, as the rapacious minifters of Surajah Dowlah rhight have 
made him believe; more efpecially fince the Nabob Allaverdy 
never accufed the Englifh of fuch illicit practices. The other article 
ligned by Mr. Watts, concerning the protection given to the fubjeCts 
of the Nabob, was likewife inlifted on; altliongh for fifteen years 
before KilTenclafs, the government had never claimed any perfons 
who took up their refidence in Calcutta. However, thefe reflections 
carrying againft no one in particular, it was boldly aflerted, that the 
protection of Kiflendafs, which certainly did contribute to the Na¬ 
bob’s refentment, had been purchafed by large bribes ; but this ac- 
cufation was abfurd, becaufe they mult have come through his hoft 
Omichund, whom the prefidency regarded as the firft, though la¬ 
tent caufe of all their calamities, and punifhed accordingly. It was 
likewife aflerted,-that the governor, Mr'. Drake, had written an in¬ 
dolent letter to the Nabob, in anfwer to his order for demolifhing 
the fortifications ; and that he felit a meffage of defiance to him 
by the fpy who brought the letter concerning Kiflendafs: reports, 
for which no evidence was produced. 

There is fufficient teftimony to believe that the fagacity of Alla- 
•verdy, reflecting on the fates of. Nazirjing and Chunderfaheb, the 
fubtequent war in Coromandel, and. the late reduction of Angria, 
and comparing thefe military exploits of the French and Englifh 
with the former humility of their condition in the Mogul’s do¬ 
minions, fhould have advifed his young fuccefior, Surajah Dowlah, 
to watch the military meafures of all the European lettlements. in 
Bengal, and to fuffer no increafe in their garrifons, nor addition in 
their fortifications, and to crufh immediately whichfoever of them 
fhould manifeft any fymptom of defiance, or confidence in their 
own flrength ; but at the fame time to give every encouragement 
to their commercial views, not only as an effential benefit to the 
province, but likewife as the beft fecurity of their dependaiice on his 
government. , This admitted, the diforderly brain of Surajah 
Dowlah, his exceffive cowardice, his tyrannical ideas, and the in- 
ftigations of his minions, reprefenting Calcutta as one of the 
richeft cities in the world, fufficiently account for his incapacity to 
diftinguifh the neceftary feafon of carrying the advice of his prede- 
ceflar into execution, and for his inflexible perfevcrance in a refoln- 

tion 




tion which flattered the puflllanimity and other sices of his own 
mind. ! . 

The Engliflt at T'ulta, notwithstanding their -wrangles, agreed to 
acknowledge the authority of the governor, and of fnch others as 
had been members of the council at.Calcutta, .who-in the begin¬ 
ning of July deputed Mr. Maningham, one of the members,' with 
a military officer, to reprefent their condition to the p(x-tideocy of 
Madrafs, and to folicit the expedition, of an armament to their 
affiftance. With them our .narrative returns to the coaff of Coro- 
tnaudcL 

ALL was loft before the prefidency of.-Madrafs even received in¬ 
telligence of the danger; for the letters; advifing the lb mender of 
Coflimbuzar, did not arrive until the 15th of July, The experience 
■of former embroilments between the European ftttlements and the 
Government of Bengal, fuggefted hopes that the Nabob would, as 
his predeceffors, be appealed with a fum of money. But whether 
this or the worft fhould happen, it was deemed neccfiary, in either 
cafe, to fend a reinforcement without delay ; in the one, to render ! 
the fettlement more refpeftable to the Nabob ; in the other, to 
afford refuge to fuch as might have efcaped- the calamities of war. , 
. The fquadron under the command of Admiral Watfon, and the 
■Delaware, one of the company’s fhips lately arrived'from England, 
chanced at this time to be in the road of Madrafs: but, as it would 
have been highly imprudent to fetid away, or divide the fquadron 
until the laft extremity, a detachment of 230 men, moftly Euro¬ 
peans, were ihipped on board the Delaware, under the command of 
■Major Kilpatrick. They failed on the 20th of July, and on the 5th 
of Auguft arrived letters from the 'fugitives at Fulta, with details of 
the capture of Calcutta, which icarcely created more horror and re- 
■Icntment than confternation and perplexity. 

We have faid that the prefidency was at this time preparing to 
fend a detachment of 300 Europeans with deputies to Salabadjing, 
who had folicited this affiftance to rid himfelf of the French army 
under the command of Mr. Bufly. The government of Pontla-. 
cherry, as foon as they received intelligence that Mr. Huffy had 

.;. taken 
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taken pofieflion of Charmaul, and that the maintenance of this poll: 
againft their enemies was the only probability of a reconciliation 
with them, refolved to fend the fuccours, which Mr. Bulfy, fore- 
feeing the event, had long before requefted, when he fcparated from 
Salabadjing at Sanore. Accordingly, 500 Europeans and a train 
of field artillery were embarked on one of the French company’o 
Ihips calletl the Favorite. The fhip failed on the 15th of July, 
the very day that the prefidency of Madrafs received the firft intel¬ 
ligence of the diflreffes in Bengal; the troops were to be landed at 
Mafulipatam, from whence they were to march to Golcondah. 

Hitherto the French influence in the government of Salabadjing, 
had been regarded as the evil which threatened the moll danger 
to the Englifh concerns in India, and the removal of it had been 
the conflant objefit of their attention ; but it now became an im¬ 
mediate confideration, what refpedt ought to be paid to this view, 
compared with the neceffity of reinffating the loll: affairs in Bengal. 

Letters from England dated in the month of Auguft of the pre¬ 
ceding year had informed the prefidencies in India, that a war v,nth 
France feemed inevitable, and that hoftilities would in all probability 
commence very foon after the difpatch of thofe letters; which 
moreover gave intelligence that the French were preparing to fend 
a fleet of 19 Ihips of war, with 3000 regular troops, from Brefl: to. 
Pondicherry. On this it had been determined to make many im¬ 
provements and additions to the fortifications of Madrafs ; hut as no- 
particular work was yet compleated, what was done had rather 
weakened than augmented the ftrength of the place. 

The troops maintained by the Englifh and French governments 
on the coaft of Coromandel were at this time nearly equal, each 
confifting of about 2000 Europeans, and 10,000 Sepoys, who on both 
fides were leparated in different garrifons and fituationsin an extent of 
600 miles. The detachment of 500 menfent to Mafulipatam had di- 
minifhed the French force ferving in the Carnatic, to be by this 
number, lefs than what the Englifh had in the province, exclusive of 
their troops to the fouth of the Coleroon; nor had the French as yet 
anv fquadron in India to oppofe that under the command of Mr. 

Vtatfon; 
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Watfon • but it was imagined that their expefied armament would 
give them as dccitive a l'vperiority at Tea, as on ftiore;. . 

On die other hand, a privation of the Bengal inveflincuts for 
three years would ruin the Engliflvcompany ; and if the fettlcments ■ 
there were not immediately recovered, the French upon-the arrival 
of their armament would urge and ailiff Surajah Dowlali againft ■ 
any future attempts of the Englifh to re^cftablifh tbemfglves m his 
dominions ; in which cafe, an expedition to recover tliem would re¬ 
quire a large and fpecial armament from .England; where, perhaps, 
the national exigencies in other parts of the world might not allow 
a force adequate to this fervice; and where, at all events, the equip¬ 
ment could not be made hut at a much greater ex-pence than would 
he incurred, by employing the force at this time ready on thecoaft 
of Coromandel. At the fame time the national honour required 
immediate reparation, and the horrors of the .dungeon cried aloud for 
exemplary vengeance. - 

' Neverthelefs there prevailed in fome of the members of the 
council a ftrong propenfity, at all events, to affift Salabadjilig. The 
partizans of this opinion infilled, “ that, as a force fufficient to en- 
“ counter the Nabob of Bengal with any probability of fhcceis, fub- 
“ ftracied from Madrafs, would leave the Englifh in Coromandel to- 
“ tally incapable of refitting the French after the arrival of their ar- 
“ mament, it was more expedient to fend the 50 gun (hip ox" Mr. 
“ Watlon’s fquadron, and deputies, with a power to treat with the 
“ Nabob. If the negociation fhould prove imfuccdsful, the Ihip, 

- “ with the force under Major Kilpatrick, were to make depredations 
« and reprifals; and, if they could., were to retake and maintain 
“ Calcutta. By this expedient,-'•Coromandel, it was laid, would-be 
“ preferved, Saiabadjing might be properly Supported againft Mr. 
“ Bufly, and Mr. Watfon avoiding the encounter of the French 
“ fquadron until his own fhould be reinforced from.England,- might 
“ then meet them on equal terms,” Thefc arguments would have 
appeared Ipecions any where but in .India, They were oppol’ed by 
one of the members of the council, who, having refided nine, years 
in the company’s lervice at Calcutta, knew the ftrength and'info- 
knee of the Moorish government in Bengal, believed that nothing but 
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vigorous hoftilities would induce the Nabob to make peace or repara- iy $6 
tion, and confidered the force propofed as unequal even to the retaking 
of Calcutta: he therefore infilled “ that it ought to be fnfficient to at- 
“ tack the Nabob even in his capital of Muxadavad ; at leaft, a 
“ battalion of 800 Europeans, with as many Sepoys as could be 
“ tranfported, not l'efs than 1500 : that as the fquadrou, if divided, 

“ would be of little fervice any where, the whole fhould proceed 

to Bengal; that fuch an armament would foon decide the con- 
“ tell; that after peace Was made, the fquadron, with a large part 
“ of the troops, might return to the coaft, and arrive in the month 
“ of April ; before which time, the nature of the Monfoons reh- 
“ dered it improbable that the French armament, fince it had not 
“ yet appeared, would be able to make their paffage to the coaft, 

“ In the mean time the detachment fent to the relief of Mr. 

“ Buffy had deprived the government of Pondicherry of the 
“ means of making any attempts in the Carnatic, which the 
“ force of Madrals could not eafily fruftrate.” This opinion, after 
many and repeated objections, became at laid the unanimous feme 
of the council. 

This refolution was communicated to Admiral Watfon, -who, 
after confulting his council of war, confented to it. Some Sifficul- 
ties arofe about the difjpofition of the captures which might be 
made by the fquadron : but this was loon adjufted by an agree¬ 
ment, that whatfoever property fhould be taken which had be¬ 
longed either to the company, or to Englifh individuals, or even to 
natives, who were tenants of the company when the Nabob com¬ 
menced hoftilities, fhould be reftored without diminution to the 
proprietors ; but that whatfoever fhould be taken which had never 
belonged either to the company, or to fuch as were under their 
protection, fhould become without participation or relerve the pro¬ 
perty of the fquadron. 

Bet other points of equal moment to the fuccefs of the expedition 
ftili remained to be decided ; and, indeed, by having been mingled 
\vithout diftinction with the more general queftions, they had helped 
not a little to perplex and protract the deliberations of the council. 

Thcfe points were : Who fhould command the land forces ? What 
Vol. If. M fhould 
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1756. fljouJcl he' the extent of his authority in■.military operations* .and' 
in negotiations with the Nabob ? In what depc-ndance or relation 
he ought to ftand to the late governor rand council.of .Calcutta ? 
How far their authority as -a prefidency’ought to be maintained or 
impaired ' 

liacli of the remaining council of Bengal bad written feparSte 
letters to the prefidency ol Madrais. in wlwcu luch niitiieme;;.«;;uis 
and miiconduft were reciprocally imputed to all -the others, that, 
if no allowance had been made for the prejudices ofoxalpejsied ad-, 
verfity, it would have been, abfilrd to .intrull the re-eftabhfhrocnt 
of the company’s affairs to thole, who, by.their oven accounts, had 
rained them; and, indeed, enough of the caufes and piogiefs of 
the calamities in Bengal were not at this time rafficicuth developed.,, 
to exempt the late prefidency of Calcutta, from much blame. The 
difficulty of deciding concerning their authority fuggetkd to Mr. 
Pigot, the commander of Madirals, a delire to go bimfelf to Bengal 
as commander of the army, and with fall, powers, as. the compa¬ 
ny’s reprefcntative in all other affairs : but he wanted.military ex¬ 
perience, nor had the council authority to give To extenfivp a com- 
miffion to any individual. Colonel Adlcrcron than claimed - the 
military command, offering to go with his whole regiment ; but he 
wanted experience in the irregular warfare of India, and his .powers 
were independent, of the company's agents. The climate of Bengal 
was fo adverie to an aflhmatic -diforder, with which Colonel Law¬ 
rence was nffli&ed, that it was thought he would be difiiblcd, .from 
that inceflant activity requtfite to the fucct.is of this expedition, of 
which the termination was limited to a certain time. Colonel 'Clive- 
was therefore chofen to command the troops. To affure tbs .exertion 
of themoft vigorous .hoftilitics until peace was made, and then the 
return of the troops in April, it was refolved to inveft him with 
independent power in all military matters and operations, and in 
confcquencc to furniilli him with money, and -empower him to draw 
bills. .. It was, however, refolved to..acknowledge Miv.Drakc and 
the former members of the • council, as a prefidency, with full 
powers in commercial and civil affairs, and to remit them likewife a 
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large fum of money. Mr. Manningham, who had been fent from 
Fulta as their reprefentative, objected ftroHgly to the powers given 
to Clive, as derogating from the authority of that prefidency, and 
contrary to the inftitutions of tlie company. Two months paffed in 
debates, before thefe final refolutions were taken, and then the em¬ 
barkation began. The {loop of war belonging to the fquadron had 
been difpatched, fome time before, to inform the Englifh at Fulta 
of the intended armament, and to exhort them not to quit the rivet- 
in defpair of afliftance. 

The fquadron confifted of the Kent of 64, Cumberland of 70, 
Tyger of 60, Salifbury of 50, Bridgwater of 20 guns, and a fire- 
fhip ; to which were added, as traniports, three of the company’s 
lhips, aiid two fmaller vefiels. On board of this fleet were embarked 
900 Europeans and 1500 Sepoys ; 2 50 of the Europeans were of 
Adlercron’s regiment; the reft, the heft men of the company’s troops. 
It was refolved to fend more Sepoys as conveyances -fliould offer. 
Admiral Watfon hoifted his flag in the Kent ; and Admiral Pocock 
in th§ Cumberland. Colonel Clive embarked in the Kent; he car¬ 
ried letters written by Salabadjing the Soubah of the Decan, and 
Mahomedally Nabob of Arcot, as well as from Mr. Pigot, exhort¬ 
ing Surajah Dowlah to make immediate reparation for the injuries 
and calamities which the Englilh had luffered from his unprovoked 
refentment. The inftrudlions to Clive recommended the attack of 
Muxadavad itfelf, if the Nabob continued obftinate ; and the cap¬ 
ture of the French fettlement at Chandernagore, if the news.of a 
war with France fhould arrive wbilft the troops remained in Bengal. 
The fleet fetfailon the 16th of Ofiober, and were out.of fight the 
liext day. 

This effort to recover the fettlements in Bengal left the forces 
■of Madrafs too much diminifhed to detach to fuch a diftancc as 
Golcondah a body of troops fufficient to affift Salabadjing effedtu- 
ally againft the French army with Mr. BuiTy; and as a few would 
be of no fervice, and might be loft, it was refolved to fend none. 
In the mean time the French army were maintaining their ground 
in Cbarmaul. 
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On the lame evenhv; that .they took poffeluon of .this jV>fti--de(»cb- 
mcr.ts'were- -itationc-i n*two others ; the one was a. large habitation 
called Gauclmwh Handing in a Ipucioiis and walled enclfrfure,a!tViOlt 
oppose to' Charmaul, about 400 yards.-on the other tide of the 
river Moulfi in tlus poft were lodged 300 Sepoys. The other, 
was aji edifice, called DcmhmtL built: on a riling ground very-near, 
the wefkro fide of Charmaul, which it overlooked. It was ail 
ancient andverv lingular ftruflure, conliftins o' two flotres ol arched 
maloary, each ftory"difpofed in levcral ranges.of arches, arid-,.the ; 
-upper covered by a terraili ftreng enough to endure the iervke of 
cannon. Four twelve-pounders were mounted on this, terrais, and. 
the adjoining ftreets and avenues- were barricaded : the.guard here, 
be (ides the artillery men, was 500 Sepoys, with feveral European 
officers of experience. 

. On the 6th' of July, the day after the army entered Charmaul,. 
j000 Sepoys, with- all' the European cavalry -and (is--field pieces, 
went out in tire evening with intention to beat -up the Morratoes 
in their camp, which continued in its firft iteration, about fever, 
miles to the. weft ; but they had taken the alarm, and abandoned 
tire camp before the detachment arrived. The next night another 
detachment with more fiaccefs beat-up one of- their-parties in a-gar¬ 
den on the esftern fide of the town. The French troops -now took 
pofferfion of all the magazines in the city which belonged to the go¬ 
vernment, and hkewile carried away all the cannon which were 
mounted on'the walls, not that they wanted artillery, but in order 
to withdraw them, from the e.nemv. The interval between the 
taiwes of building and the tank in -Charmaul was-planted with rows 
of palmira and cocoa-nut trees ; which- were now. cut down'.; and- 
With them and other materials, icaftblds were credted again!!: various- 
parts of the walls, to ferve as ftations for mufketry. 

On the 8th, another, detachment with fix field-pieces marched out. 
in open day, and cannonaded the whole body of Morratoes, which 
hovered around for fome time, until iome of their horfes were killed.: 
In the evening, the Morratoes quitted their former ground, and en- 
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camped within three miles of the city under the rock and fortrefs of 
Golcondah, probably with an idea of protection from the guns of the 
fortrefs; but Candagla, one of their generals, who commanded 2000 
horfe, encamped with them at the bank of the river about half way 
between Golcondah and the :city, where they were the next night 
beaten up by a detachment of 500 .Sepoys with'.the hufTars. -. They 
fled, leaving many of their horfes picqueted in the camp, and even 
the military drums and cymbals of their commander: but the French 
detachment did not lofe aman. 

The rainy weather prevented any more Tallies for feveral days : 
mean while the numbers: of the enemy increafed greatly. The 
Phoufdars, or, as they are commonly called, the Nabobs of Kanoul 
and CondanOre, came each with 3000 Pitafts well mounted : other 
chiefs of the fame rank, and others of inferior, as well Mahomedan 
as Indian, brought their troops: for every tributary and dependant 
in the vaft viceroyalty of the Decan had been fummoned. But fe¬ 
veral of thefe chiefs, efpecially Kanoul, privately aflured Mr. BuiTy 
they did not intend to aif effectually againft him. 

On the 10th arrived Jaffier Ally Khan, much exafperated at the 
death of his nephew, with 3000 horfe, 3000 foot, and the.firft di¬ 
vision of artillery, confuting of 20 pieces of cannon. The main 
body of the army with which Salabadjing and Shanavaze Khan re¬ 
mained, moving only Four miles a day, was ftili at a considerable 
diflance. Jaffier Ally immediately held a council of war, in which 
it was refolved to firaiten the blockade of Charmaul, and to 
begin by taking poffeffion of the molt advantageous ports in the city 
itfelf. 

Mr. Buffy received immediate intelligence of this council; he 
had hitherto refrained from diftreffing the inhabitants ; but now, in> 
order to deter the enemy from eftablifhing themfelves in the city, 
he polled a detachment at an edifice {landing in the high ftreet, and 
called Charminarets , or the four towers; it was a fquare piazza of 
arches, having at each end a tower 60 feet high, with balconies at 
the top, from which the Mahomedan prieft calls tile people to 
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1756'. prayers; feme milehief might be done with mulketry ftorn- diefe 
balconies, anti tne -loop-holes, which gave light to the winding flairs; 1 
but there Avert; no means- of employing artillery in the tops, for they 
were vaulted; .nor. within,, for there were neither floors or landing? 
places; nevcrrhelcfs fevcral fmall pieces of earmotvwere pointed out 
of. the loop-holes, from a conviftion that'thc enemy would not im? 
mediately chlcem their iimtility, Mr. Fluffy then informed Jaffier 
Ally, that if any of his troops entered the city, he-would deftroy the 
whole-with lire; -and this menace flopped his intention; he■■how?. 
ever flationed an advanced- detachment where. Camlagia had en¬ 
camped. which was beaten up and rlifperled the next night by .a party 
of ;o Europeans and 500 Sepovs. The rains immediately, after, fall? 
ing again heavier, and lading longer than before, hindered all en¬ 
terprises in the field fora fortnight. • . • • : 

Some months before Mr. Buffv had- commiihoncd the. French 
agents at Surat to levy a body either .of Abyffinians or Arabs, whom, 
as being of more courage and endurance, he intended to difeipline 
as the choiceft of his Sepoys. Six hundred had been collected, and 
were oh their march, when Mr. Buffv arrived at-Hydrabad,- and the . 
enemy hearing, of their approach detached Janogee Nimbulcar with 
his 3000 Morratoesto intercept them. The Morratoes met them 
on the road forrie miles on this lido of Aurangabad, and harraffed 
them continually for three days ; during which they killed fifty ; . 
one hundred and fifty difperfe'd, and the remaining four hundred,., 
worn out with fatigue, furrendered ; Janogee returned with his pri¬ 
soners to-the camp, and confined them, in the fortrefs of Golcondah, 
but treated them well. 

The weather having cleared on the 36th, a detachment with 
three field-pieces marched in'.the evening, and at midnight attacked-, 
that part of the enemy’s camp where they kept their artillery; the 
multitude of bullocks in this quarter, feared by the firing, encreafed- 
' the confufion of the troops; the fort of Golcondah. took the alarm 
raid fired all its cannon at random; but two of the French field- 
pieces breaking down, flopped the detachment from puriuiag their; 

fuccefs. 
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luccels, and they returned, having fpiked up only three of the guns 
in the enemy's camp. , 

The next day came up 4000 Sepoys under the command of Mur- 
eafa Khan. This man commanded the Sepoy s of the detachment with 
which Mr. Buffy 'firft marched into the Decan in 1751. The next 
year he left Mr. Bully when at Beder, and, railing a body of 
Sepoys on his own account, took ibrvice with Balagerow, whom he 
left when before Seringapatam in 1755, and went over to the 
Myforeans ; from thence he went to the Nabob of Sanore, and was 
in this place when inverted in the beginning of the prefent year 
by Salabadjing and Balagerow. Having during his command of 
the French Sepoys gained the attachment of moft of their officers 
by largeffes and other compliances, he had ever lince continued a 
correfpondence among!! them, whenever they were in the field, 
in conjunction with, or near, the armies in which he was fervinv, 
as Mr. Bully had experienced in the campaigns of Mvfore and 
Sanore. This quality, and the military experience which he was 
fupppled to have acquired whillt in the French fervice, induced 
Shanavaze Khan to hire him, as foon as it was known that Mr. 
Buffy had determined to make a Hand at Hydrabad. Murzafabeg, 
as foon as engaged, made forced marches before the main body, and 
fent his emiffaries forward : and on the very dav of his arrival at 
Hydrabad, a whole company of French Sepoj s, who went out into 
the plain under pretence of exerciling, marched away, their firelocks, 
ihouldered, and joined him at Golcondah. 

The next day the whole army moved from hence with twenty 
pieces of cannon under his direction, and at noon appeared to the 
weltward within a mile of Charmaul. The infantry and artillery 
took poffelfion of all the eminences; and the cavalry drew up in the 
intervals, where the ground was plain. Immediately 250 of the 
French battalion and jooo Sepoys, with fix field-pieces, marched out 
to try them, whillt the reft remained in their ports ready to aft as 
occafion fhould require; and two pieces of cannon were mounted on 
the tower in the n.w. angle of Charmaul, tvhich commanded a 
view of the field. The detachment ddpiled the enemy fo much, that 

they 
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they ventured to Icps’-ntu fritoilirccdmuimp aud -each with-.ljvcrof 
the field-pieces advanced swain il dinerent bodies of foi'antfy,at a cou- 
fidnniWc tliftanw. (mm-cash other. •. The cavalry every where flung 
them (elves between.-anti, continually lurroundcd thclhree <Uvlfious,' 
Whole (lollracHoii to a ftrangcr would have-feemed inevitable-and 
indeed nothing.but the hi m reliance on the gcncrakdifeipline could 
have warranted tire hazard,' nr. have-- J'urmoanted the danger ;• but 
with tills advantage and the dexterity of she iieid-|i.ieces,._ cadi di- 
v ill on either fulficcd to its owir defence, or, .when prclfwl, received, 
affiftance from one of the others. In., tire: different evolutions the- 
enemv's cavalry were- often, within resell-of .-the two, guns atUhar- 
maul, of which even the random.(hot did execution,- v. hilfr -thr/eue-, 
nay’s cannon were fired,, although continually; with: very- little -.ef- 
fe£L Their infantry did nothing but .fhiit from, tafe gimaid ,to 
fiafer, and fire with fear. 1 In this variety .of -.fights the engagement 
Jaded five hours, and did not ceat'e until the lim was let;, the french, 
troops fired 3 5,000 niufket cartridges, and 900 from their field-pieces; 
r.jc of the enemy’s horfes. were counted dead on the plain ; by 
which the total of their dots rsuft have been confidcrable. That 
of the French was flight.; fix Sepoys killed, and thirty wounded : 
of the Europeans none killed, and only four wounded, ... 

Two days after, on the ift of Augufl, came up:Saiabadjing hitnv 
fdf, and the main body of the army. A council was immediately., 
held, in which Murza far Khan propofed a general affault on Char- 
maul. This deliberation was in a few hours communicated-to Mr, 
Bufiy. who immediately demolilhed several of the adjacentbouies ; 
but-die attack was not made. The intrigues of Murzafar Khan had 
already pervaded the whole body of Sepoys, and the greateft part of 
them had promited him to defert with their arms, the firft time they 
fliould be led into the -field : their correfpondcnoc was- dilcovercti j 
and determined Mr..Bufiy to make no more failles. , 

By this time reinforcements were approaching; Mr. Moracin, the 
French chief of Mafulipatam, on the .firft advices of the rupture, at 
Sanore, had collected 160 Europeans and 700 Sepoys,.which, with 
five field-pieces, marched in the middle of July, under the command. 
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of Mr. Law, the fame officer who capitulated at Seringham in 1752; 
but when arrived at Bezoara, about 40 miles inland, exceffive rains de¬ 
tained them here feveral'days. In the interval the Favorite arrived 
at Mafalipatam with the troops from Pondicherry, of which, all in 
condition, marched immediately ; but were fo much retarded by the 
rains, and the inundations of the Kriftna, that they did not arrive 
at Bezoara until the 3d of Auguft, when the whole, now 480 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 1100 Sepoys, and 11 field-pieces, proceeded, and arrived on 
the 10th within fifteen leagues of Hydrabad. 

The miniftry of Salabadjing determined to intercept this reinforce'- 
ment: all the Morratoes, 12000, other fmaller bodies amounting to 
4000, in all 16000 cavalry, with infantry of various denominations 
and commands, to the number of 10000 were ordered on this fer- 
vice. Mr. Buffy, as ufual, received information what troops were 
appointed ; he was perfonally acquainted with all the commanders, 
had been of ufe to feveral of them, and had lately received fome 
marks of good-will from Janogi and Ramchundur, who commanded 
6000 of the Morratoes. He therefore propofed a conference, which 
was accepted by feveral of thefe chiefs, who repaired in the night to a 
tent pitched on the other fide of the river near Gauchmaul, where he 
met them unattended and alone. Wanting pofitive knowledge of 
what pafled in this interview', we conjecture that he wrought upon 
them by promifes of greater advantages, if he fhould be reftored to 
his former influence in the. government of Salabadjing, than they 
could expect. either from the gratitude of Shanavaze Khan, or the 
friendfhip of the Englifli, who, it was believed, were to take the 
place of the French, in the army and councils of the Decan. . They 
promifed not to adl againft the reinforcement with any efficacy, and 
only as much as might be neceffary to fave appearances, confirmed 
thefe affurances by their oaths, and gave Mr. Buffy the diftindtions 
and colours of their rcfpedtive banners, of which he immediately 
dilpatched information to Mr. Law, as enfigns from which he 
would have nothing to fear.' 

The reinforcement continued their march on the nth, and had 
now to pafs a tract of mountainous country covered with rocks and 
Vox.. .11. N thick 



thick wood?, which-they entered,, marching-in a file of four: .abr&ift. 
The advanced guard wfcrc 400 Sepoys, .under the •command, of an. ■ 
officer named Mahmoud Knsn. After marching fn c hows, in wlfch 
they had only advanced mne mile’, feme pa ti' of Nit tm-mv v we 
ddcried forward ,n tin 10-d , on \b T ’ 1 ‘m ' Khan, a, if un- 
patient to attack them, quickened the pace of the Sepoys, d he cap¬ 
tain of the grenadiers, whole company lollowed next in the hot, 
lent orders to him to. halt, which he ..difregarded;. and as foon as 
the Sepoys were out of fight, feme irregular firing was heard t fooii 
after came-a meflenger, .requeuing the -grenadieis .would .advance 
to their affiiknce, who he laid were limoiuided.by the .enemy but 
the captain having fufpicions,dent, forwaid fronts, who. .dilcovcied 
the banners of the Sepoys mixing quietly with ttsofe of the enemy. 
This treachery was effected by the intrigues of Murzafar Khan, 
who was here in perfon, and immediately., began . to attack the. 
French line with thefe very Sepoys,, and ; the whole of the infantry 
of Salabadjing’s army fent on this fervkc, which was committed 
to bis direction. Bcftdes the ufual. and lighter arms a part of the in¬ 
fantry wielded- 2000 cqytoch,- a fire-arm frequently made, tile. of 
in Buiope in the early times of gun-powder, and then, called, a wall - 
piece; but at prefent rarely ofcd, excepting-in Indoffan and the 
eafternmoft parts of Alia : .it.is a gun eight or. ten. feet in the barrel, 
carrying a ball of one, two, • or three, ounces ; and under the mid- 
. die of the barrel is fixed by a fwivel, either one iron fpike, or two, 
which open crofsways, and being ftuck in the ground fupport, the 
piece, and affure its aim : it carries far point blank, but the larger 
fizes are fo unwieldy, that two men are required to move and ma¬ 
nage them, and they can lbarcely.be- fired.quicker than a piece 
of cannon. Parties were continually detached to diilodgc thefe 
caytocks, and whatfoever other troops were annoying the line 
from the rocks and thickets on either, hand. . Atnoon the line 
came to open ground, where they halted ; and the fall of a heavy 
Ihower of rain damaged the. enemy’s powder, and put an end to 
their attacks. 

They 
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They retired to a hill half a league diftaijt,- and took poffeffion of. 
a village' at the foot of it, called Gotanapallj,; tvhich'the French, 
troops marched before day-break to attack, add found all the ene¬ 
my’s cavalry in the .field, by, whom they were loon furrounded, 
Ramchunder and Jan'ogee, according to their promifes, aided Only 
in thew, -which Mr. Law' admired, and could not account for, not 
having yet received the information concerning them from Mr. Buf- 
fv ; but Candagla, who had ’ rejected his proffers, aided more, effi- 
cacioufly, attacking the baggage in the rear, anddifperied the whole 
train of oxen on which it was laden. The droops in the village made 
little refinance, and the reinforcement refied'there. during the re¬ 
mainder of the day. Hitherto only one European and three or four 
Sepoys had been killed, and twelve of both wounded, but by the 
flight of the Coolies and the fearing of the oxen all their provifions 
w r ere loft, and the troops were obliged for their meal to kill &me of 
the draught-bullocks of the artillery. ' 

At noon Mr. Law received the letter from Mr. Bully, with in¬ 
formation of fuch of the enemy’s banners as did not intend to a£t 
vigoroufly, and at feven in the evening renewed his march, The 
next ftage was 1 Meliapore, 15 miles from Gorampally, and the 
w'hole way through difficult defiles. The enemy with unufual alert- 
nefs, although it was night, feat forward all their infantry to line 
the thickets and Mr. Law, as the ufe of the field-pieces greatly 
retarded the march, only oppofed the enemy with platoons, which 
were detached to wherefoever the fire came from. At feven in the 
morning the line arrived at Meliapore, and took poll: in a ruined mud 
fort near the town. . Only two men had been killed, and three 
wounded; but all were exhaufted with fatigue, and every carriage 
wanted repair ; and the next inarch was more difficult than any 
of the former. It was-therefore refolved to remain at Meliapore un¬ 
til the men were entirely recovered ; but this repofe led them into 
reflections, always dangerous when troops are in dangerous circum- 
ftances : and very loon the tv hole body were perfuaded that they had 
done all that was poffible, and that it now behoved the army of 
Charmaul to aft likewife, and march to their relief. The officers,- 
N 3 inftead 
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inftcad of rcprcffing, caught .-the. dcfpdtujency, arid prevailed on Mr. 
Law to difpatch a JcRer to Mr. Buiiy, exprefiing their. doubts, and 
anxiety-conc-e-ning the farther prog refs of the reinforcement... 

In the mean time the news -of Mabmoort Cawn’s defection Had 
been (jncad withw-.oggcfation through the main camp at Golcondah, 
and encouraged the miniftry. to tend more troops againft the rein- 
forcerneat. Mr. fiuffy. to repreJs this intention, fent in the, night of 
the u.th a ftrongparty, confifting entirely of Europeans, to beat up. - 
the advanced guards of the camp, and the attack was made with much 
fuccefs; but on the fame night he received- the letter fiom Mr. 
Law, which encrcaled his perplexity; becunfe he, could not truft 
his Sepoys in the held where their feducer Murzaiacawn aired,, nor 
could he without equal imprudence lend a number of Luropcar.s. fuf- 
ftcient to make their way to Mchapore. Judging, however, from 
his own experience in -various .conjunftures, he deemed the reinforce*? 
ment ftrong enough to accomplifh the remaining, as they- had the 
preceding part of the. march, provided the officers led them w ith in¬ 
trepidity ; and in this conviction he wrote to Mr. Law; commanding 
him, in the name of the King, to march immediately, and at all 
events, on the receipt of the letter. Not doubting, hkewife, that 
the minifiry of Salabadjing, if they fliould hear of the defpondenev 
of the reinforcement, would make an utmoft effort in this time of 
decifiou, unleis deterred by the ftrongeft apprehenfions, he the 
next day pitched his own tent,, which was very confpicuous, and en¬ 
camped" with 350 Europeans and 300 Sepoys, on the ftrand above 
the bridge on the other fide of the river Mouffi. The numbers were 
flndioufly magnified, and, with the prefence of Mr. B11 (Ty in the field,. 
infpired fuch a variety of apprehenfions concerning his defigns in the 
camp at Golcondab, that they even recalled the detachments they 
had lent the day before. 

The peremptory order from-Mr. Buffy at Meliapore arrived in the 
morning of the 14th, and Mr. Law immediately iflued orders to 
march.- The reinforcement, although , they had remained four-days 
and three nights at Meliapore, had not got the reft they wanted; 
for the fcrtVas in leveral parts open, and the enemy had bar- 
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raflfed them continually with fkirmifhes, even by night as well as 
day. At nine at night they began their march, the preparations 
for which had been perceived, and gave the enemy time to make 
their own.. The road for the firftfour miles winded through defiles 
in the rugged rock, over which carriages could not pafs without at¬ 
tention to every turn of the wheel. The enemy in feveral places' 
felled the wood acrols the road, and all their infantry were in po£- 
feffion of the mofl advantageous Rations before the French troops en¬ 
tered the defiles ; and their fire, efpecially from the caytocks, was 
much better directed than againft the former marches. Men began 
to fall in the firft difeharges; no general rules of a&icrn could be ob- 
ferved ; to get onward was the only principle ; it was now become 
fortunate for the French line that they had no baggage, and nothing 
to defend but themfelves and their artillery; which, although a great 
encumbrance in the defiles, was to be their heft refource when out 
of them. A large body of the enemy’s cavalry, led by Candagla the 
Morattoe, followed the line into the defile, and through the night 
endeavoured to retard the march by their din and clamours, but as 
foon as it was light, a died with more efficacy : for, as many as the 
road permitted charged the rear, although the guard confifted en¬ 
tirely of Europeans, and had two field-pieces : it was commanded 
by D’Arambure, an officer of proved gallantry', and next in rank to 
Mr. Law. Still repulfed, the cavalry ft: 11 renewed their onfets. 
Europeans were cut down, and Morattocs foot at the very muzzles 
of the guns. At fun-rife the van of the line came to the iffue of 
the defile, againft which the enemy had planted all their cannon, 
20 pieces ; behind which appeared all the cavalry which had not 
followed in the rear ; but they feemed to rely on the artillery more 
than on themfelves, which was fo ill ferved, that it neither inter¬ 
rupted the troops in ifluing out of the defile, nor afterwards from 
forming in the opening ; when the field-pieces, as they came out, 
were turned to fcour the thickets behind, and foon drove away 
what parties of the enemy were ftill molefting the remaining part 
of the line. Whilft the troops were forming, the enemy’s cavalry 
and cannon in the front haftened onward, to pals a ftnall river called.. 

Cingoram, 
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Cingoram, about a mile from the thickets, and drew tip on the 
other fide. The cavalry. With Cimdagla, followed the French troops , 
as they marched towards the river, the approach-.to which on both 
fidcs was a delccnt. Ail the ficld-picccs - were ordered to remain, 
on the hither bank, until the reft, of the troops, had paffeii ; and 
this fervice was liketvife committed to D’Arambure, who judicioufty 
divided their fire againft the enemy on the other fide, and thofe in 
his rear, which kept both at a diftaucc,- until the whole of rank and 
file had crofted and formed, and were able to defend themfelves 
againft the enemy on chat.fide; when the cannon werc.fent over 
one bv one, during, which the remaining continued to awe the 
enemy on the nde they flood, avamft whom every- piece, as loon 
as 11 landed on the other fide, was likewife pointed; and parties of 
the battalion likewife waded.into the. ftream ready to refeue the laft 
pieces. But the cav alry had already fullered too much-at a diilance, 
to venture this nearer riiquc, and all the lols which the French line 
fiiftamed, alter leaving the thickets until they had palfed the river,- 
was bv the caytocks and other .fire-arms, of the enemy, lheltered 
wherever they found fare cover. The country forward from the 
river, although not plain, svas open, and the French troops were 
animated with new alacrity by the view of the fpires of Hyderabad, 
which now appeared ui light. The whole of the enemy’s cavalry', 
moved on as they, and fur-rounded. them on all iides; but made no 
effectual attacks ; for thofe who were willing, were difpirited bv the 
backwardncfs of the great body of Morattoes commanded by.ftum- 
chnnder and Janogee Nimbukar, who afted faintly according to 
their engagements with Mr; Buffy. At length, at five-in the after¬ 
noon, the reinforcement arrived at the town-of Aydnagur, titrated 
fix miles from the river Cingoram, and the fame diftanee frOm FIy- 
derabad. They had been 18 hours without - refpite in march and 
action ; during which 25 -Europeans, of whom, two were officers, 
were killed, and 65 wounded. The Sepoys luffered more. The 
enemy, it was laid, loft 800 horfes and more than 2000 men : the 
French fired 40,000 muftet-cartridges, befidcs their field-pieces. 

.3 : At 





Btfok VI. The Dec an. J0( 

‘At Aydnagur they found fome fcanty provifions, of -which they 1756. 
were in much need : at nine in the evening, Mr. Buffy received — y 
intelligence of their arrival, and immediately detached 140 Europeans 
and i000 Sepoys, with carriages, to bring the lick and wounded, 
a ltd 20 mules, laden with provifions ready dreffed. He at the lame 
time detached another party, to give alarm to the camp at Golccn- 
dah, in order to prevent them from lending any troops to interrupt 
the march of thole proceeding to Aydnagur, who arrived there at 
four in the morning without moleftation. At fix all were in march 
again from Aydnagur, and at ten arrived at the city of Hyderabad, 
having met with no interruption, nor even feen any of tire enemy 
in tire way ; for they had all been recalled during the night to the 
camp at Golcondah. Mr. Bully received the reinforcement with 
the acknowledgments due to their perleverance and valour ; and 
they "were fcarcely arrived, before he received a meffenger fent on 
a dromedary by Salabadjing with propofals of peace, and affur- 
ances that he had ordered all hoftilities to ceafe. Mr. Bully 
aufwered, that he was not averfe to a reconciliation,, but that his 
reinforcement was arrived, and he feared nothing the Soubah’s army 
could do. > 

The negotiation neverthelefs continued. Mr. Buff/ demanded 
that Murzafar Khan and the late deferter Mahmood Khan Ihould 
be delivered up to him. Salabadjing replied, that as a prince he 
could not, without loling the confidence of the whole world, fur- 
rentier any perfons whom he had received into his fervice and pay, 
but that he Ihould not impede any means that might be employed 
to make them pri loners. The conjun&ure did not admit of any 
ftipulation for the removal of the minilter Sbanavaze Khan, jaf- 
fier Ally Khan, the old Nabob of Rajahmundrum,. came and made 
his fubmiflions to Mr. Bully, blaming himlelf much for- having 
taken part with men, whofe views and underftandings, he faid, he 
had'now every reafon to defpile. Janogee Nimbulcar delivered the 
Arabs and Abyffins he had confined in the fortrefs of Golcondah, 
but kept their arms. Every thing being fettled, Mahomed Huf¬ 
fed), the king’s Duan, accompanied by the principal lords of the 

court. 
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court, vifited Mr. Bufly in his tent on tilt 20th, and the (amo day 
Mr. Bully proceeded, with an efcort of 300 Europeans and 1000. 
Sepoys, to pay his refpctT, to Salabatljing, who <eccived him with 
the diftinfiions of an officer in the Mogul government, fccond 
only to himielf. The htcivicw was courteous, and the protefta- 
tions folemn. No hints woe given of the late difagrcemcnls, and 
future mcafures were concerted with much feeming confidence. 
New patents were immediately prepared,' and letters difjiatchcd 
through all the governments of the Decaa, to .deftroy the imprefe 
fions which had been made by thofe written during the rupture;- - 

Thus ended this diftrels ; .the greateft in which Mr. Bully had 
been involved fince his command in the Decan. Nor would his 
perfeverancc and relblution alone have fufiiced, without the tagacity 
of his charafler, and the influence of his reputation. 

Befides the provifions which were laid in flore. the army at Char- 
maul was constantly fupplied with cattle foi tiic (humbles, and fo¬ 
rage for the horfes, oxen, camel', anti elephants, by bands of a 
people called Lamballis, peculiar'to the Decan, who arc continually 
moving up and down the country with then-flocks, and contract to 
furnifh the armies in tire field. The union amongft all thefe bands 
renders each rei’pe&able even to the enemy of the army they are 
fupplving ; but they are not permitted to deal with places befieged; 
neverihelels Mr. Bully 'furmounted this objection by bribing the 
Morratocs, who. for the fake of marauding, undertook the pa-- 
troles of Salabadjing’s army, to let the Lamballis pats in the night, 
and it was efpecially concerted, that the convoy s fliould come in on 
the nights when the French troops made fallies on the enemy’s 
quarters. 

But money was equally ncceflary, and the. want of it had well 
nigh reduced, him to quit Cbarmaulfor he had exhautled the 
public, his own, and all he covdd borrow on his own credit, and 
had .no. means of railing more, excepting by-giving referipts -on 'the 
revenues of the four ceded provinces; but moft.of the renters' and 
Polygars of thofe countries were, in the prefent conjuncture, encou¬ 
raged to withhold them by the fetters which they received from the 
miniftry of Salabadjjng, ami hill more by the practices of Ibrahim 

Cawr., 
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Cavvn, the ■ governor of Chicacole, who, although raifed by Mr. 1756. 
Bully to this poll, from the command o£ a company of Sepoys, ' 

dilavowed the French authority, and declared himfelf only fubjedf 
to Salabadjing, as foon as he heard that the French army had 
flopped at Hyderabad ; on the news of which, the bankers, who 
had hitherto fupplied Mr. Buffy, agreed that it was not fafe to ad¬ 
vance money on thele refcripts, nor on any other fecurity which 
he might offer : but Vizeramrauze, die Rajah of Vizianagur in 
Chicacole, judging with more fagacity than Ibrahim Ally, ordered 
his agents at Golcondah to affure Mr. Buffy of his fidelity and the 
regular payment of his tributes : and one night, when little ex¬ 
pended, and moft wanted, a man came to Charmaul, and, being 
permitted to fpeak.in private .with Mr. Buffy, delivered with the 
meffage of Vizeramrauze a ium of gold, as much as he could carry 
concealed under his garments. It was fufficient for the prelent 
want, and the fame man afterwards furnifhed more as necelTary. 

On the day of the reconciliation, Murzafer Khan and the delerter 
Mahmood Khan moved, and encamping with their Sepoys in a 
flronglituation at fome diflance from Golcondah, where they relied 
on the affurances of protection which they had received from the 
wife of Salabadjing, who held the firft rank in his feraglio. Mr. 

Bully neverthelefs lent out parties on leveral nights to furprife 
them, and Mahmood Khan was taken ; but from ccnfideration of 
his former fervices, and the good-will borne to him by the French 
Sepoys in general, his life was fjaared. Murzafer Khan main¬ 
tained his ground fome weeks longer, until his Sepoys began to 
mutiny for want of pay, when fome of them proffered Mr. Buffy 
to deliver him up, who fent a party to receive him; but a little 
while before the party arrived, he efcaped with a few attendants, 
and went to Poni, where he entered again into the fervice of Ba- 
Jagerow, by whom he was fome time after put to death for a con- 
fpiracy. 

No other military operations happened during the reft of the 
year at Golcondah. Shanavazc Khan continued to manage the af¬ 
fair. of the government as duan ; and Mr. Buffy interfered little in 
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3 fis purpoies, having taken the rdnlutioft to proceed, wub the 
greateft part of the troops under his immediate command, to repress 
the inliirredions, and regulate die government, - in. the ceded pro-, 
vinces: On the r6th of November, 'he heean his march, with 500 
Europeans and 4000 Sepoys, '.leaving soc Europeans and 1000 Se¬ 
poys M-idt Salabadjing at Ooieondait, 'who - towards the end of the 
vear prepared to proceed to Aurcngabaii. ' 

Hie armament to ben Sal had not only deprived the prefidency of 
Madrals of-the means of diilre/fing tnc French affairs i:i the Decan, 
but left them without the power of making any military-:efforts in 
the province of direct., No prefiing occafions had required the fer- 
vice of their forces in the field in this, part oF the dominions of 
their ally, the Nabob Mohamed Alb/; but the .confmions which had. 
induced the prefidency to fend Mohamed Hloot into the Maduka 
and Tiniveixy countries had not fiibfided, when his nitffion itlelf 
produced new diftufibances. 

This officer with Maphuze Khan,' and their -relpeflive troops, re¬ 
mained at Chevelpetore during the months of June, and July, and 
all the adjoining Polygars had either made their iiibmiffions, or 
feemed 'willing to be quiet. He then requeued Maphuze Khan to 
march out of the country, and proceed with his. troops to Arcot, 
according to the injunctions of his brother the Nabob, who would 
be ready to fettle accounts with him, and pay what arrears might 
be due" to his fokliery. Maphuze Khan acquiefced without objec¬ 
tion, and Mahomed Ifibof lent with his camp the 18 pounder he 
had brought from Tritchinopoly, that it might be depoiited in 
Madura, becaul'e it encumbered his march up and down the country ; 
and a company of Sepoys went to take care of the 18 pounder on 
the road. He then allotted fix companies to garrilon Chevelpetore, 
and guard the adjacent country; and with the reft, ■ about 2000, in 
which were included thofe levied by the Nabob, and lent to. Ma¬ 
phuze Khan, he proceeded from Chevelpetore on. the 1 It of Augufr, 
and on the 10th arrived at the town of Tiniveily. f 

By this time the prefidency of Madrafs had made arrangements'.tor 
fhe-management of thefe cotin'.ics. and concluded an agreement vvith 

Moodilee, 
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Moodilee, the native of Tinivelly, who came to Madrafs on this 
purpofe in the month of April. The foutfcern and more fertile dif- 
trifts, which in former times belonged to the kingdom of Madura, 
nad by various alterations and appropriations been annexed to the 
government, and intermingled with the.rent-rolls, of Tinivelly- 
and the greater Moravar, during the confufions which prevailed fined 
the year 1750, had made encroachments on the weft ; fo that what 
remained at this time under the ancient denomination of Madura, 
and under the immediate jurifdidHon of the city, did not extend in. 
any direftion above 40 miles, and, in moft, much left: which, 
being commanded on the weft and north by mountains and Poly- 
gars, and bounded on the eaft by the woods of Moravar, was in every 
part expofed to depredations from the wild inhabitants of the neigh¬ 
bourhood. The land of the territory is likewife in many parts In¬ 
cumbered with plots of rock, and, where free, the foil, except in 
a few diftrifts to the fouth, is of laborious and expenfive cultivation, 
from thefe detriments and defefls, the annual revenue of the whole 
territory leklom exceeds 1 20,000 rupees ; at the fame time that the 
maintenance of the city, itsgarrifon, and other military pofts in the 
country, raife the expenfes to triple this fum. On the other hand, 
the country now rated under Tinivelly is of much greater extent 
and fertility, commonly yielding-a revenue from 11 to 1,200.000 
rupees a year; but ftiould Madura and its diftrids be in the hands of 
an enemy, the country of Tinivelly would be conftantly expoled to 
the moft ruinous attacks,, and could receive no fupport from Trit- 
chinopoly; which renders it neceffarv to maintain the one at a cer¬ 
tain lofs, as the only means of fecuring the advantages which mav 
be derived from the other. The family of Moodilee, having for 
100 years been employed in farming diftri&s in both countries, 
had, in this long cdurfe of time, rented every part, and knew the 
properties of each. He accordingly refilled to undertake the dift 
tricts of Madura, but offered to rent the country of Tinivelly for 
three years, at the annual rent of 1,100,000 rupees, clear of all 
expenfes, to be paid at three periods in each year : for v. lfich pur- 
pofc lie was to be inverted with the uiun.1 authorities of jurifdictions. 
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oHl-aVd cfiminal y -bo obliged 1 lnmfrif to maintain .-.hot tefe.-:tban,-. 
jc-oo of ihe coi'ijjanv’st Sepoys,' under-.the command. of fucli offi- 
ters ns the firciklencv fhouid - appoint ;• and engaged-to product, 

- I;] | n ;Juec*ii''iubs from the coritraO, the ftcurrty of fifoilantui 
/(/ ; ls ,, Ul u ' thangcL-., foi the regular payment of the lnpulaud 
p un 7 s.' The 'agreement 'was concluded in-the beginning of-July ; 
immediately on which Moodiiee appointed agents* snd.fout ostlers to 
niece flags with thecompany* s colours, .in the cultivated lands; and . 
flaotiafter nroceoded'-tnntielf to-admmnler, his oiSc-e-iu pu fon, ----- 

- Mahomed Kloof, on bis arrival at .Timvcily, found that the agents 

of Mmddee had, in the bcgmifngo r ti ur occupation.-, ben over¬ 
sea and mfoltcd by Afon jnfoei, vm had IThcm it v,.agod the 
co nit > ms Marlin - Can The «dpr t id T had fv.icd. iv t 
the midge thill remained and to prevent any., farther,thefts, Ma¬ 
homed 'flbof ordued Meir jaffier to depart immediatoy to Madura, 
but permitted him to take three 'field-pieces which belonged to lnm, - 
and whatsoever'retinue he' cliofe t he..at the -fame-time detached five 
companies of Sepoys to reinforce the garrifoa of Madura, and-or¬ 
dered them to protect and watch Mcir jaffier and his people cn tne 
road. They had not proceeded two days,, when -unexpected intelli-, 
o-ence flopped their march; - ' ; 

° On the arrival of Ivlaphuze .Cawn from Chevelpetore, all the,, 
cavaliv h Hs fenice were affemldcd in the city of Madura; their 
number was 2000, all of good quality, for he had difpanded the.' 
V-fs effectual. ' The day after his. arrival, the Jemautdars.in.a body, 
fin-rounded Ms hottfe,' and declared that he fhouid not move out 
of it, until their- arrears were paid, which, by their own account, 
amounted to 700,000-rupees. They were headed.by the governor 
Pani&mend Cawn, who from this tune-was better known rathe 
country by the name-of Berkatoolah,.. although-not the fame,, officer- 
who defended Trinomalee in 1,753. The-compsmy's Sepoys, in, the. 
o-arfifon wondered at thefe proceedings, difeourfed of them, and ful- 
ppfted that the tumult was concerted, as a pretence to keep .poffeffion 
of. the city; for Maphiiae Cawn might have been flopped any where 
dfe as well as atMadura: their opinionsherngkiiown, and their fidelity 
l ' 5 ‘ . . . ' . - - ■ nnfhaken. 
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un(haken,the Jemautdars of the cavalry feized the commanders of the 
three companies, and having confined theiji, difarmed the common 
men, and turned them out of the town; but the next day releafed the 
officers, on recolleftiou that no advantage could be derived from their 
detention, and that they might, by continuing in the city, learn what 
it was not wilhed they fhould know. As boon as they were gone, the 
brother of Myana came into the city from the woods of Nattamwith 
2000 Colleries, a confiderable flock of provifions, and feme money : 
in return for which fervice, the Jemautdars gave him the town of 
Tirambore and the pagoda of Coilguddy, in which they had fome 
troops. The fuddennefs and facility with which thefe operations 
paflcd, diffidently (hewed that meaiures had been previoufly con¬ 
certed for the fuccefs of the rebellion. The poffeffion of Ma¬ 
rl Lira, the principal objecl of the confpiracy, being fecured, it was 
not thought neceffary to diffemble any longer.. Invitations were 
feat to every Polygar in the country to join. A man mounted on 
an elephant was received in ceremony at Madura, bringing a patent 
as from the Nabob, appointing Maphuze Cawn to the government: 
and parties fent into the neighbouring diftridls, pulled and tore down 
with derifion the Company’s flags, which had been planted by the 
orders of Moodilee, according to the cuftom of the'eountry, on the 
lands appropriated to cultivation. 

The Sepoys which had been turned out of Madura, fent mef- 
fengers with an account of what had happened to Mahomed Iffoof, 
who had not entertained a furmife, when he received intelligence, of 
the revolt. He inftaiitly difpatched orders to the detachment march¬ 
ing to Madura, to halt, which they had already done ; and to feize 
Meir Jaffier and his effects. Pie appointed Jemaul Saheb to remain 
with 1000 Sepoys at Tinivelly, and proceeding himfelf with the reft, 
about 700, joined on the road the detachment he had fent forward, 
which the Sepoys coming from Madura had joined before. On the 
10th of Auguft he encamped at Secunder-maly, a ftrong poll three 
miles to the fouth of Madura : his whole force confided of 1500 
Sepoys and fix field-pieces; but, not having a piece of battering can¬ 
non (nice he had deprived himfelf of the 18 pounder, he wifely 

judged 
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authorifed, advifed them to wait, without departing from the a°Tce- 
ment, until it could be ratified by Captain-Calliaud ; to which°they 
confented. • Captain Calliaud approved of the terms, but added as an 
indilpenfible condition that Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolab fliould 
l»e delivered up with the city. To this likewife the Jemautdacs 
feemed to have no objection ; on which orders were diipatched to 
Moodilee to fend money and bills for the amount of the agreement 
without delay from Tiniveliv. fheic vatious negotiations and cor- 
refpondences employed 30 days, during which ieveral events hap- 
pened which contributed to change the ftate of affairs. 

The family of Moodilee by their occupation of renting the coun¬ 
tries, had formed connedtions with mold of the Polygars dependant 
on rinivelly, moreefpecially with the Pulitaver and Catabominaiguc; 
and on his invitations the Pulitaver and feveral others met him on 
the road. Catabominaigue and others font their agents; all came, as 
ufual, with confiderable retinues, and in the midft of this multitude 
Moodilee entered the town of Tinivelly on the 27th of September, 
and proclaimed his coinmiffion. But the Colleries of the Polygars', 
whom no coniideration can reftrain from thieving, committed night 
robberies in the town and adjacent villages. Several of them were 
taken and punifhed by the Company’s Sepoys ; on which others 
ftole the effedls of the Sepoys themfelves, who, irritated as much by 
the infult as the lofs, transferred their refentment on Moodilee, be- 
caufe he fuffered the Polygars to remain in the town, and continued 
to treat them with civility. At the fame time the troops of Travan- 
core renewed their incurfions into the diftridts about Calacad; and 
Nabey Cawn Catteck, who had concealed himfelf everlmce the de¬ 
feat in which Moodemiah was killed, now appeared again, made 
overtures of reconciliation to Maphuze Cawn, which were accepted: 
and having enlifted 400 of the horfe, which Maphuze Cawn had 
ciilbanded, kept traverfing the country between Madura and Tiniveliv. 
Pheie difturbances, and the difiention between the renter Moodilee 
and the Company’s Sepoys, had already deterred the bankers from 
furnifliing him with the fums neceffary for the commencement of 
nus own bufmeis, at the time that he was called upon to liipply 
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the-money-for 'h'- pavnoctit of the Jeuiautclar-s at Madura. Ai! he 
-oeM d fp.,mh irumuiuW'} v a ao.c ; r ip-cs hiTikoi pal on the 
road from an appreheniion of being mterccpten bv Nabisy Cawis, 
Cat-feck: and it was • iomc 'fJaj’3 before he conk! obtain authentic 

bill?, of exchange for the amount required. ■■ • 

Mean while the Jemautdars having the power in thfimfd ves, had 
token no pams- to conceal their negotiation -hom Maphuze Cairn and 
Ikikatoolah. who,'having no othci rat,.rt t.. i 11f-t it, emplo, cd in¬ 
trigue. 1 Here was. among the Jcmantdars, one named Seer Cawn, 
o man of mt and finrit. attached to Berkatoolah ; he had hitherto 
gone with the reit, with the view alone or leading them baci;, wheu- 
Toever the opportunity fliould oiler. No money coming on fevcraL 
days in which it was expected,SeerCawn• luggciled to his comrades, 
that the interpreter had anrufect them with the negotiation in order 
to cover fome other defign, perhaps, the furprilc of the city, by- 
Mahomed Woof’s troops at Seconder Maly ; and advised them to 
think of a reconciliation with- their friends rather than, truft any 
further to thofe whofc views they did not know. Maphuze Cawn 
and Berkatoolah improved the effects of tbefe lliggeftlons by laviih 
promiles, which prevailed, and immediately after the reconciliation 
500 liorfe marched to join thofe w ith Ntibey Cawn Catteck. 

Notwithfi.andmg this change, the interpreter frill remained in the. 
city with hopes of renewing the negotiation, on which-Captain Cal- 
liaud refolvcd to go to N'attam himfelf, .to be nearer at hand to give.. 
the ncceflary inftrudlions ; and, warned by the late, disappointment, 
he took with him from - Tritchiuopoly .an agent belonging- to 'the . 
houfe of Buckanjee, the principal pirojf or banker In the Decan, 
whofe word was every where efteemed as ready money. . Arriving 
at Natlam on the 35th of .Odtober, he was met there by the inter¬ 
preter, and an officer latelyTent by. the. Nabob from Arcot to-treat 
. witli the jemautdars. The. officer-reprefcnted that neither Maphxize-. 
Cawn nor Berkatoolah were in reality averfe to an accommodation, 
hut minted- that the prefidersev lliould give their guarantee for the 
terms, lince neither of them would truffc the Nabob :. that Berka-- 
toola'h, who was rich, required only protection for his perfon,:family. 
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and effects ; but Maphuze CaWn, a provifion adequate to his rank 
On this information Calliaud ordered the Interpreter to renew the 
propofal of paying the Jemautdars, and pledged his own word to 
Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah ; but infilled that Maphuze Cawn 
Ihould immediately accompany him to Tritchinopply. Bothfeemed' 
fatisfied, and Maphuze Cawn made preparations as if he intended to 
proceed to Nattam the next day; but this day brought on the change 
of the monfoon, with luch' levere and tempeftuous weather, that 
nothing could ftir abroad. The fort of Nattam had no fhelteragainft 
the Iky, and the rains holding without intermiffion, Captain Cal¬ 
liaud apprehenfive that the roads might become impaffable, and keep 
him longer than he ought in prudence to remain out of his garrifon, 
left Nattain the next day, and reached Tritchinopoly on the 30th, 
-where a day or two after came the interpreter, the Nabob’s officer, 
and a Jemautdar fent by Maphuze Cawn, to explain his own de¬ 
mands. He requeued to be placed in the government of diftridls, 
any where in the Carnatic, from which.he might appropriate 200,000 
rupees a year for his own maintenance; and alleging that he had 
been obliged to fell every thing he had, to fatisfy in part the demands 
of his troops, he afked, but without infilling, for 20,000 rupees to 
furnilh bimfelf again with neceffaries. Captain Calliaud difmiffed 
the Jemautdar with affurances, that thefe terms fliould be complied 
with, and Jet out himfelf for.Madrafs, in order to obtain the con¬ 
firmation of the prefidency, and to explain to them the general Hate 
of affairs in the fouthern countries. 

At this time the expedition to Bengal had carried away one half of 
the Englifh force in the Carnatic, and intelligence of the declaration 
of war with France increafed the neceffity of every caution : in cou- 
fequeuce of which Captain Calliaud on the fecond day of his jour¬ 
ney met letters from the prefidency, with pofitive orders not to quit 
his garrifon without their exprefs permiffion ; on which he imme¬ 
diately returned to 'Tritchinopoly. 

Mean while, the difTention between the Company’s Sepoys and 
their renter at Tinivelly had encreafed, and had produced evil con- 
fequeuces. Moodilee by his contrail was oillv obliged to furnifli the 
Vol, II. P nav 





The Waji of Go soma?} dee. Book V!. 

pay of' the Sepoys employed by hitmel/-; but Medictmcd.Iflbof,• by a 
wrong interpretation, imagined that Moodilcc was obliged to main-- 
tain the whole number wherefoever employed; and morcovci todil- 
charge the arrears of their pay, of which two months were due ,on 
his arrival in the country. In coniecjuencc of this miilake, Jemaui- 
fahab, who commanded the Sepoys in Tinivcily,- demanded the 
amount, and on Moodilee’s refilling to pay it, confined him under it . 
guard for lcvcrai days; during which be-ordered the Puiitaver and 
the other Polygars to quit the town, with threats of fevere pu- 
nilhment if they remained any longer. They departed immediately; 
but instead of returning t o their homes, the Puiitaver went to Nabcy 
Cawn Catteck and offered him bis aiililnnce, both in men and money.; 
and by their united reprefeutations, Catabominaigue was induced to 
join their league. At the fame time the troops of Travantore kept 
their ground, and continued their depredations in the difinds de¬ 
pendant on Calacad. The hopes of the advantages which might 
be derived from thefe confulions, were much more agreeable to the 
d’fpofition of Berkatoolab, than the fuccefs of his negotiation with 
the Engliili, by which he w as to obtain nothing more than the 
pardon of his offences; and in the middle of November, as foon as 
the ground was fufficiently dry, to march, he went from the city, 
and put himfelf at the head of the 500 horfe, which had.gone out 
before, and were now joined to-thole of Nabcy Cawn Catteck, and 
the troops of the Polygars; The whole.force amounted to 10000 
men, of which 1000 were horle. They were afiernbled about. 40 
miles to the louth of: Madura, and inffcad ot proceeding-direftly to 
the iout.h, in the open country, Brack to the eaft into the diftrifts 
of Catabommaigue, a part of whofe woods extend within, a few 
miles of the town of Tmivelly. Jflimig from thence at night before 
their approach was known, they entered tnc town at day-break 
bv leveral avenues, which were .weakly guarded : for Moodilee a few 
davs before liad marched with the greateft part, of the Sepoys and. his 
other force, about twenty miles to the fouth-eaft, m order to pro¬ 
test the diftn&s of Alwar Tmiveilv, agamft which he had been led 
to believe the cnemv deligned to. bend their attack. The enemy re¬ 
mained 



Book VI. Madura and TlNIVB1Ly , 

™ ch ’ b 7 r mitted no 

lamcolah, which ftands on 

mdes from the town The fort is fpacious, but the rampa , ' e e 
n ru ns, neverthelefs capable of refitting an enemy. £ y 

delign until four days after -they were ,Z> u* enem > s 
ttruck his camp and proceeded towards Timvell™ ’and" tTey ^ 

b tt ; 3 Tn Ch COlleaed 311 their 0 2 

b«ttle. The two armies met on the i ft of December a r r , 
about twenty miles north of Tinivelly. ' The inferiority of S n aCOrarn ’ 

their horfes, they quitted the conteft and the field Th ^** 

recall them to their occupations 2 The V 1 habitants, and 
woods and Berkatoolah ,»]* hi cav.lr/oXl™"”,,“Sf 

^Mo" “h”'h r fc,f 1 ” ,dl °" S “ *• l»voo,o, " , c 

much ° Ut .™ b . nms ’ the enem 3h although Mahomedans, were fo 
much afraid of incurring the general deflation of the countr if 

enth, a ? ainft 1 the P a o 0c la ihould incite anymore afts of ft.ch 

enthufiaftic devotion, that they immediately retreated nm 7 - 

-nfederacy, and their operations, and of Berkatoolah’s departure 
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, from Madum to partake in their hoftlliticst nevcrthelefs, feme hopes > • 
of reconciliation fall .remuined; for tome of the Jcmautdarsyalthough 
the lefler number,, were averle to the tnrlmlcnt proceedings- of .the- ... 
others, and wifbecl an accommodation, on. the - terms u hicb bad.- . 
once been fo nearly concluded : he therefore determined to-, make 
another trial, and lent Mr; William-Rumbold, a lieutenant of big., 
ga'rrilon, who talked the languages of. the country, ; together -with , 
the interpreter, to renew the negotiation. .They-were escorted by a - 
company of Sepoys, and arrived at Madura on. the timid ot Decem¬ 
ber, and on the next day came-into the town BerkatoOlab, with Ms 
cavalry, which hud been beaten by Mahomed Tffoofl - • • " 

Maphuze Cawn -received Mr. Rumbold with much civility,.and 
in a private conference-.acknowledged bis-errors, ..apologized for his , 
ronduft, and proroiled to accompany him to .Tntdiiftopoly; but. 
neither of them fufpected that a perfonhad been placed' behind a 
curtain to lifted to their couverfatiom : About, air.hour-after,the 
vifit, the jemauttlar Seer'Cawn, with a body of 'horfe,, befet.Ma- 
■ phoze Cawn’a houfe, and made him a prifoner; -and after a meflage,- 
v/hich was not complied with, lent 30 horfemen to,force Mr. Rum- 1 
bold out of the city; who, having no means of. refiftance, -obeyed, 
and rejoined his effort, which he had left.at-a choultry on the other 
fide of the river. . As loon as he was gone,; Seer Cawn afietobled-all 
the Jemautdars,- whom he pe-rfuaded that Maphuze Cawn intended ■ 
to fell them and the city. When they were Sufficiently inflamed,... 
Berkatoolah came in, and war was determined; but, .whilft they 
Were deliberating on the manner of. conducting ftycamea letter from 
Mr. Rumbold, threatening the utmoft vengeance of the Englillr na¬ 
tion For the indignity which had been.offered- to its reprefentative in -. 
his perfbn; and the immediate return of Mahomed Ifioof with all the 
Company’s Sepoys was held out as an earneft of this-refolution, The 
jemautdars, ftartled 'at'the expreffions of indignation- in Mr.-Rum- 1 
bold’s letter, agreed to invite hint to return. He refuted, without 
public reparation ; of which they permitted him to dictate the mode ; 
conformable to which, Maphuze Cawn,-with all the Jemautdars, 
came the next morning to dte choultry,made;maiiy apologies; .and 
3 l • conduced 
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conducted him back to the city : where, on entering the gate, he 
was faluted by the diffharge of all the cannon on the ramparts, 
which were only 13 pieces. The negotiation was renewed on the 
fame terms as before; and it was agreed to wait until the guarantee of 
the prefidency for the terms required byMaphuze Cawn and Berka- 
toolab, fhould arrive from Madrafs. But three days after this pre¬ 
liminary was fettled, Nabey Cawn Catteck, with his horfe, came 
from Chevelpetore, and immediately on his arrival offered to furnifh 
40,000 rupees for the prefent fubiiftence of the cavalry of the Je- 
mautdars, if they would relinquifh all treaty with the Englifh, and 
fend Mr. Rumbold away. On the buftle occafioned by this pro- 
pofal, Mr. Rumbold went to Maphuze Cawn, who wept, and in his 
anguifh broke his feal, that,he might not be obliged to affix it anv 
more to afls he did not approve. From Maphuze Cawn’s.he went 
to Berkatoolah’s, where he affembled and harangued the Jemaut- 
dai'S, who, after various difcuffions, confented that the articles to 
which they had before acceded, fhould be immediately drawn un- 
in both languages and executed by all parties : it was now night, 
and to do this required fome hours; for every Jemautdar was to 
fign. This while was employed with much affiduity by Nabey 
Cawn Catteck, who now offered to fupply 3500 rupees a day;, 
which, being fully fufficient for the maintenance of the whole bodv 
of cavalry, prevailed ; and Mr, Rumbold was advifed to take care 
of himfelf, as all the roads would loon be flopped. He accordingly 
went out of the city the next morning, as if he had fomethin°- to 
regulate concerning his effort of Sepoys; with whom he fet off at 
midnight, and reached the fort of Nattam without interruption, 
when, being out of danger, he proceeded more leifurcly to Tritclii- 
nopoly, where he arrived on the 15th of December. Thus ended 
the third unfuccefsful attempt to get poffeffion of Madura by ne¬ 
gotiation, in all of which the contumelious condudl of the Jemaut- 
dars was not the effeft of fudden exigencies, but the relult of a 
plan formed by Berkatoolah to lead them to fuch extremities of 
affront, as fhould preclude all hopes of reconciliation with the 
Englifh. That fuch was their fituation he eafily .convinced them. 
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as foon as Mr. Rumboid was gone, and -then declared he intended 
not oni)’ to maintain• tlie City. but Jikcwile to recover .the -whole 
country for Maphuze. Cawn. Theie reiuhitions were not unatti- 
moufly approved,.bnt the diffenters wercbv -far the froalier number; 
and letters of invitation-were immeuiatelv. dilpntcbed to all the Po- 
■Ivgars, to Hydcr Naig the Mvforc general, and to the King ol Tra~ 
vancorc. A few days after, Berkatoolab and Nabey.Cawn Cacteck 
went with 500 horfe to the Pulitavers place. The commander 
Mahomed Iffoof, on receiving the iummons of Mr.Rombold, had re¬ 
turned from the diftrids .he was vifiting to Tinivelly; where leav- 
insas before 1000 Sepoys, he proceeded with the reft, about r8oo, 
towards Madura. The renter Moodilee,.naturally timorous, refolyed 
to accompany the greater force, and, befideshis ulual retinue, was 
attended by ioo good horfe, which - he, had ■ lately levied. They 
arrived on the .16th of .December at Gangttdonun, where Mahomed 
iffoof hearing of Mr. Rumbold’s departure from Madura, halted; to ob- 
ferve the motions of the enemy, and remained there until he received 
informationthat Nabey Cawn CatteckandBerkatoolah had palled to 
the Pulitaver’s, 011 which be proceeded to Cneveipetorc, and en¬ 
camped-theie, in order to awe the Polygars in this part of the coun¬ 
try from joining the enemy. 

During the march Moodilee feat one of his relations, named Al- 
gapa, to negotiate a reconciliation with the Pulitavcr, and offer fome 
diftrifts as the fee of his alliance. The Pulitaver, who never refilled 
or kept his word on any occafion, Tent an agent with Algapa td- 
the camp at Chevelpetore, and at the fame time lent his troops to join 
Bcrkatoolah and Nabey Cawn Catteck. The agent, under fheulualpre- 
text of doing honour to his embaffy, was accompanied by two-’or three 
hundred Colleries. Mahomed Iffoof entirely difapproved of the inter- 
courfe, as lie knew the Pulitavers charadler, and that feme of hi# 
people were at this very timcphmderirsg to the weftward of Tinivelly, 
Unfortunately, during this mood of indignation, five of. the agent’s C cil¬ 
leries were taken, ftealing horfes dndbxeii Belonging to the camp, and 
being brought to Mahomed Iffoof,-'he immediatcly put them to death, 
by blowing them off from the mouth of. a camion: a fan guinary c-xe- 
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cution, not unfrequent in Indoftan, and in this cafe atrocious. The 
agent, with all his retinue of Colleries, immediately ran away from 
the camp ; and their injury determined the Pulitaver, perhaps for 
the firft time in his life, to a£t with l'ome good faith toward thole 
with whom he was connedlecl. But knowing the irrefolution of 
Maphuze Cawn, he, with his ufual cunning, was afraid of trailing 
him in Madura expofed to the overtures and negotiations of the Eng- 
lilh, and infilled that he Ihould come from thence to Nelletangaville, 
and remain at all times under his own ward. In confequence, Ber- 
katoolah, who was with the Pulitaver, lent for Maphuze Cawn, who, 
in the end of December, went from the city with 500 horfe. Thus 
clofed the year in the countries of Madura and Tinivellv. 

Between Tanjore andTondi-man the quarrel had continued, not- 
withllanding the retreat of theTanjorine army in the preceding- year : 
but the letters of the prefidency of Madrala, and the fiibtl'e delays of 
Monacjee, again prevented the renewal of hollilities until the end of 
June, when the forces of Tanjore were required to revenge another 
quarrel. The Danilh fettlement at Tranquebar had requelled an en¬ 
largement of their bounds, which the king refufed, and the Danes- 
foon after, on the pretence of fome outrages from his officers, at¬ 
tacked two pagodas in the neighbourhood. One they took, and w'hilll 
they were employed before the other, were attacked themfelves at a 
difadvantage by a large detachment of horfe and foot from Tanjore, 
who killed 40 of them, and wounded 100; 011 which the rell retreated 
to Tranquebar : a negotiation enllied, which, by the interpofition of 
the prefidency of Madrafs, -was concluded in the middle of Augull. In 
September began the great and long feafl: of the king and his gods, 
which conlumed the month. In Odlober, the approach of the rains 
gave Monacjee a pretence to keep the army in quarters ; and after 
they fet in, it was impoffible to move until they were over. The 
king then infilled, and Monacjee proceeded againfl Killanelly Cottah, 
of which Tondiman had taken pofleffion in confequence of the fur- 
reptitious ceffion made to him the year before by Monacjee, who. 
had clandellinely affixed the King’s leal to the grant. It ffiands 40 
miles s. by w. of Tanjore, and was llronger than any place which 
Tondiman. 
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Tondiman bad taken bsfoje: and tlic Tanjorineshad made very little 
progress in the attack at .the end of the year. . ■, .- 

The French bad not, during the year,meddled, excepting by private : 
mftis.atious, in-the quarrels of the-foutherii-countries,- TheRheddy, 
whom they had reftored at Terriorc, failed, as before, in his tributes ; 
on which they lent a party of 50 Europeans from Sbringham, which, 
'wore joined by another from Pondicherry, who removed him, and re-, 
inflated the other, who likewife had before, been once appointed and: 
once depofed. This expedition was fmiflied in the beginning of Fe¬ 
bruary, but the party from Seringham' remained atTerriore to watch 
the tributes in future. In' July 100 Europeans were 'taken .from 
ringhain, to complete the detachment lent with Mr. Law to the re¬ 
lief of Mr. Buff}' at Charmaul. By tbefe fubtra&ions, which were 
not replaced, the garrifon at Seringham, which before was luperior, 
remained at the clofe of the year only equal in-Europeans-to that of 
Tritchinopoly, each having about 330 but 200 more;, were, .lent 
thither from Pondicherry on the 9th of December ; and 300 Sepoys 
were railing at Teniore, in order to equal the number in . Tritchi¬ 
nopoly, which were 1500, Thus ended the. year I 7 j6 in, Coro¬ 
mandel., 


End of.the Sixth Book. 
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W E lhall now relate the progrefs and operations of. the arma- 1756. _ 
ment fent for the recovery of the fettlements in Bengal. 

I he fleet failing on the 10th of October, met the currents fetting 
fo ftrongly from the north, that they were driven in the firft twelve 
days after their departure, fix degrees of latitude to the Ibuth of 
IVIadrals ; and by this time the northern monfoon, during which 
the wind blows from the n. w. had gathered ftrength. In this 
feafon the only way to get Bengal, is to fleer acrofs the bay to the 
Ihore of Tannafery and Arracan, along which the currents flacken, 
and fometimes even tend to the northward ; and.milder weather 
than in the middle of the bay enables the veffel to gain the lati¬ 
tude of the lands at the eaftern mouths of the Ganges; from whence 
tides help acrofs to the road of Ballafore, and from hence affure the 
entrance into the river Hughley. Attempting this paffage with 
much adverfe weather, Admiral Watfon, on the 19th of November, 
ordered the allowances of provifions and water to be retrenched. 

Two days after, the fire-lhip, unable to ftem the violence of the 
- monfoon, bore away to Ceylon ; and the Marlborough, one of the 
.company’s, failing very heavily, was left on the i6th by the reft 
of the fleet, which arrived in the foundings oft' Point Palmeiras on 
the firft of December. But the Cumberland and Salilbury not having 
kept the wind fo well as the others, ftruck on the dangerous fand 
which extends feveral miles from that point out to fea : both, how¬ 
ever, floated again ; but the Cumberland bore awav to Vizayapatam. 

Vol. II. Q ' " The 



other vdicls, excepting the Cumnerland arid the ^Marlborough, the 

the Cunih-.a land was not only the large ft ihip.-in the Iquadron, but 
had like wile on board 250 of the European troops; and the-greatest 
part of the field artillery bad been imprudently (hipped on board of 
the Marlborough. - ' . • • ' • . .• - 

'Flic detachment with Major Kilpatrick had arrivedutFuita on the . 
fecond of Auguft, but were not deemed a force Tufficient ■ to rift|Ue 
hoftilities ; and the vefiels before alfombied, therebeing too much 
crowded to receive them on board, they were.obliged to encamp in¬ 
die fwampy grounds near the town, where ficknefs- prevailed 
amongft- them io much, that of the whole detachment, which 
was 230 when fent, one, half were dead, and of the remainder not 
more than thirty men were able to do duty when-'Admiral Watfion 
arrived. > ■ 

The rainy feafon, which began 'whilft .die Nabob was before Cal¬ 
cutta, prevented him after his return-to'Muxadavad.'from reafiurn- 
hig bis former intention.of-attacking.his relation the Phouklar of 
Purneah until the month of Oftober. He then marched to that 
country : when the two armies encamped in fight of each other, 
the Phoufdar, a headlining youth, law the general Meer Jaffier 
with a party reconnoitring, and miftaking. bis enfighs for the Na¬ 
bob’s, haliened with the foremoft of his cavalry .to attack him, and 
was killed in the onfet. The country of Puraeah fubmiitted'im¬ 
mediately after his death, and the Nabob returned in triumph to his 
capital : where, ruminating on the excels and apparent fecurity of 
his fortunes, he continued to imagine, 'that the Engiilh would 'never 
■venture hoftilities in his dominions ; to which prefurription His igno¬ 
rance aid not a httle contribute : for he was often heard to lay, that 
he did not believe there were ten thoufaud men in all Europe.. .His 
•minifters, however, had convinced him, that his revenues would be- 

much 
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much dimiuilhcd by the lot's of the F.nglifh trade : which had de¬ 
termined him to permit their return ; but under the fame reftrichons 
as they were fubjefl to in the reign of Jaffier, before their embaffy 
to Delhi. On hearing of the arrival of the armament, he ordered his 
whole army to affennble at Muxadavad, and prepared to march to 
Calcutta. The governor of this place, Monickchund, having fore- 
Jeen the war, had been diligent in improving his garmou, had for¬ 
tified Buz-buzia, and had begun to erefil a fort, which he called 
Aligur, on the bank of the river oppofitc to Tannah ■ but only 
part of the rampart commanding the liver was linilhed. The 
Phoufdar of Ilughley purchafed two thips, which he loaded with 
bricks, intending to fink them in the narrow pals of the, Ever be¬ 
tween Tannah and Aligur. 

Before the arrival of the armament, letters from the court of di¬ 
rectors in England, had appointed Mr. Drake, with three other mem¬ 
bers of the council, to aft as a fcleft committee, in the conduft of all 
political and military affairs. They had already affociated MajorKil- 
patrick, and as foon as the fleet arrived at Fulta, they added Mr. 
Watfon and Colonel Clive to their board. The letters which Clive 
had brought from Macrals, accompanied by one from himfclf and 
another from Mr. Watlbn, full of threats, were lent open to Mo- 
nickchund, the governor ot Calcutta, in order to he forwarded to the 
Nabob. Monickchund replied that he dared not fend letters writtenin 
i'uch menacing terms; and on receiving this anfwcr, it was deter¬ 
mined to commence hoftdities. The abfence of the troops on board 
the Cumberland was in fomc meafure fupplied by the recovering 
men of Kilpatrick’s detachment, and by a company of ieventy vo¬ 
lunteers, who embodied themfelves at Fulta. 

All the Ihips and veflfels, as well thofe which were juft arrived, 
as thofe which before were aflembled at Fulta, left tins place on the 
27th of December, and the next afternoon anchored at Mayapore, a 
town ten miles below the fort of Buz-buzia. This fort Mr. Watlbn 
determined to attack the next day; and, as it was fuppofed that 
the garrifon would defend it hut a very little while, it was rclblved 
to lav an ambul’cade, in order to intercept their retreat towards 
Q ■■ Calcutta. 
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Calcutta. Ail the men of Adiercron’s regiment ; who were arrived, 
being 33,0, remained on hoard the fhips of war. The reft of the 
battalion, 500, with all the Sepoys, .and two--field-pieces, landed, 
and at ftm-fet marched from-Mayapore, under the command of Co¬ 
lonel Clive, and under the conduct of Indian guides. .The.ficld-pieces, 
with a tumbril of ammunition, were drawn-by the-troops; for the 
council at Fulca, through dread of the Nabob’s retcutment, had not 
ventured to provide any bullocks either'of -draught or burthen. The 
guides, in order to prevent dilcovery, led the. troops-at a diftanee 
from the river, through a part of the country, which was -uninha¬ 
bited indeed, l.mt full off,vamps, and.continualiy .interfered by deep 
rivulets, which rendered the draught and tranfportation of the three 
carriages fo tedious and laborious, -that the troops did not arrive un¬ 
til an hour after fun-rile at the place of antnnrfcade. • This was a 
large hollow, whiclriu the rains might be a lake, finking about ten 
feet below the level of the plain : it lay about a mile from the riv-er, 
a mile and a half iiorth-eaff of Buz-buzia, and half a mile to the eafb 
of a high road leading from this place to Calcutta.;. The eaftern, 
and part of the foutliern bank of the hollow,, were fidrted -.by the 
huts an.d enclosures of a village, which teemed to have beck abaay 
donetl fome days before. The grenadiers and 300. Sepoys were.cie, 
tached from the hollow, to take poffeflion of another village Von -the. 
bankof the river adjoining to the northern wall of; the fort of Buz- 
buzia ; where, it .was fuppofed,. that their appearance would induce, 
the garriibn to miflake them. for. the whole of the Bngiifii troops on 
fhore ; and that in con!e<jvtenc.e of this! notion, they, would-- retreat; 
along the high road, iuftead. of'the bank of the river, .'j'he com¬ 
pany of volunteers were detached, and,ported•. thetnleives in fome. 
thickets near the high- road, but on the farther fide.from the hollow, 
towards which it was intended that their fire.Ihould, drive the fpgi-; 
tive garrifon. The reft of the troops.remained with-Colonel Olive, , 
and concealed thcmfelves, fome, in the. hollow*.and others.ip, the 
adjoining village, and the two field-pieces were placed on the north 
fide of the village. 1 he troops being exccffivcly fatigued, AW 1- ®’ per- 
y f y.s-'f "'.,-.;. mined 
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mitted to quit their arms, in order to get reft; every man laid him- 
feIf down where he thought beft, fome in the village, others in the 
hollow ; and from a fecurity which no fuperiority or appearances 
in war could juftify, the common precaution of ftationing centinels 
was neglected. In a few minutes they were all afleep. It happened 
that Monickchund, the governor of Calcutta, had come the day 
before to Buz-buzia, with xjoo horfe and 2000 foot. This officer 
had no courage, but much circumfpeftion ; and fome of his fpies 
had followed the Englilh from Mayapore, and had obferved all their 
motions in the morning. 

About an hour after the troops had lain down to fleep, they were 
awakened by the fire of fmall arms on the eaftern fide of the village, 
into which, at the fame time, a multitude of matchlock men were 
difcovered advancing -with refolution. All the foldiers, wherefoever 
fcattered, hurried on the alarm into the hollow, in which their arms 
were grounded, about 60 yards from the e'ncloi’ures on the eaftern 
tank ; here they formed the line as faft as they could ; but, unfortu¬ 
nately, the artillery-men, inftead of repairing to the two field-pieces, 
u Inch would have protected the whole, ran to feek proteftion them- 
felves from the line. During this confufion,, the enemy, meeting 
no refiftance, advanced’and took ppfieffio'n of the'eaftern bank; from 
whence, under the fhelter of" various covers, they, kept up a conti¬ 
nual, though irregular fire, wounding feveral, and killing an en- 
f:g:i. Colonel Clive, apprehenfive of a panic, liiould be order the 
troops to march out of the reach of the enemy’s fire, commanded 
ihc line to ftand firm, and detached two platoons, one from the right, 
the other from the center, oppofite to which the enemy’s fire was 
ftrongeft. Of the platoon from the center eight men were killed by 
one volley before they gained the hank; the reft neverthelefs re¬ 
turned the fire, and then forced their way with their bayonets into 
rhe village ; where they were joined by the other platoon,, which 
had fucceeded with the lofs of only three men. This intrepidity 
quelled the enemy’s courage, .who no longer appeared in bodies, 
butihifted in finall parties from ftielter to fhelter, firing rarely, and 
with little effect; howeveryfome officers on borfeback expoled them- 
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felvcs with-much rdoluticro, cr.dcHvourinjr to .rally their, ition. hut 
in vain. 1)5 the menu time, tile company of volunteers, Jooa'as. 
the;,'heatd the, filing, marched hack from the high road, and retain I 
the field-pieces, of which lorne of the enemy had taken pofiefiinn,. 
hut did not know.how to ute them. .Upon this, the artijkrv-men re-"! 
turned from the line to the field-pieces, and immediately began to 
fire them into the village, .which .feon drove ail the enemv out of it,, 
who lied as fuft as they could to join a large body ctf horfe, which 
was now' thfeovered advancing from'the- fouth towards (he hollow •; 
but, on perceiving the fugitives coming from the village, this ca¬ 
valry halted at the.,diftance of. half a mile-. , On this the Engiifft • 
troops, with, the field-pieces,. formed regulsrlv on the plain, and . 
advanced towards the enemy, who were commanded bv Moruck- 
chund. They flood leveral fhor from the field-pieces, until one 
chanced to pais very near, the turban of Monickchund,. who mime-., 
dlately.gave, the lignal- of .retreat'by turning his elephant, and the 
whole body marched away to thenorth-eaft and returned to Calcutta. 
Had the cavalry advanced and charged the troops in-the hollow,-at 
the fame tune that the infantry began to fire upon the village, it is 
not improbable that the - war 'would .have been-concluded on the 
very firir trial of hoftilities. , • v 

As foon as the enemy retreated, the-troops marched to the village 
on the bank of the river, from whence the detachment -polled there 
was advancing to join them. By this time the Kent, having out- 
failed the other fhips, anchored before Buz-buzia, and'alone iilenced 
the cannon of that fort; but the troops having already undergone 
fo much fatigue, it was determined-to defer the aflauit until-the 
next morning. They palled the reft of the day- in the village, with¬ 
out giving or receiving atiy moleftation, and in the evening were 
joined by 250 failors from the fquadron. One of thefe hating got 
drunk, .ftraggled, at eight in tire evening, to the ditch of the fort, 
which he croffed, and Scrambled up the rampart ; where,-finding 
no centinels, he hallooed to the advanced, guards -in the- village 
that he had taken the fort; on which they quitted their poft, and 
joined him on the rampart, tv hen they found the place evacuated, 

the 
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the enemy having abandoned it as foon as it grew dark enough to 
conceal their retreat. Several guards of Sepoys, proceeded imme¬ 
diately to poll centinels round the walls ; and whilft this was doino-, 
fome other bailors, who were likewife very drunk and had got into 
the fort, luppofed fome of the .Sepoys to be fome of the enemy’s 
men who had not elcaped ; and in this notion fired their piftols, and 
killed Captain Campbell, an officer of the company’s troops. 

The operations of the morning at the hollow, irregular and im¬ 
perfect as they were, changed the contemptible opinion which 
Monickchund and his foldiery had conceived of Eiigliffi troops, from 
their own luccefs at the taking of Calcutta ; and on his return 
from Buz-buzia to that place, he remained there only a few hours, 
and leaving 500 men to defend the fort, went away with the reft 
of his command to Hughley, where having likewife communicated 
his own terrors, he proceeded to carry them to the Nabob at Muxa- 
davad. On the other hand, the refolution and adlivity with which 
the enemy’s matchlock men began their aflault on the village, im- 
preffed moft of the Engliffi officers, and many of the common men, 
with a much higher opinion of the troops of Bengal than they de- 
ferved. 

The floop of war had been fent forward fome daj’S before, and 
anchored in fight of the forts of Tannah and Aligur, where her ap¬ 
pearance had deterred the governor of Hughley from fending the 
/hips laden with bricks, which he had intended to fink in the pafs. 
The fleet left Buz-buzia on the 30th of December, and anchored 
on the 1 ft of January between thofe forts, which the enemy aban¬ 
doned without firing a llrot, leaving on the platforms 50 pieces of 
cannon, which they had brought from Calcutta, many of which 
however were not mounted. The next morning, Colonel Clive, 
with the greateft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, landed and 
marched along the high road from Aligur to Calcutta ; and at nine 
o’clock the Kent and Tiger anchored before the Englifh fort; but 
for want of wind could not immediately prefent their broadfides: 
during which difatlvantage the enemy cannonaded them brifkly from 
the line of guns on the brink of the river, killing nine men in the 
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Knit, And jm in the Tiger; but their fire iiackcried a* that from 
the iliips iocreafcd; ami before eleven they deferred the fore,, and 
toor, alterfho town ; when :r detachment that from the 
tV command of Captain Conte, lioitted-the Engliflj-colours in the 
fort; for. the troops wife Colonel Clive were not vet arrived. The 
next day Admiral Yvatlon' put-Mr. Drala*and: the -former ■members, 
of the council, i'n nnflellion of the government. •••.-> > 
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detriment; for this'part'of the .plunder had - been referred- .for -the 
Nabob ; but every thing of value belonging'to-tbc -inhabitants had 
been removed out of the fettlement: fomc of the ‘bell howfes had 
been dcmolifiicd, and others damaged by fire ; in ■ the middle cf the 
fort a mofquc was crctfed with the-materials-of fevers! buildings. 
which had bben pulled down to make room font; but no alterations 
had been made ill the fortification. About. 50,000 or the Indian 
inhabitants had returned to their dwellings during the government 
of Ivlrmickchund ; they were indeed moftly- of the lower ranks of 
people : for his rapacity had deterred fuel) as were known to have . 
properly from trolling thcmfclves within his reach- 
' Whatihever joy the Bnglifh inhabitants might feel at their refro- 
nition to the town, it was foon. allayed by the contemplation of the 
ruined Hate of their habitations, and of the poverty: to which they 
were reduced, having no means to procure themielves fubfiftence, but 
their ufnal allowances frotri the company. 

Mr. Drake, notwithftanding his.adycrfities, had'retained feme ebr- 
fefpondents, and the company’s money feme fpies, from : whom he 
received intelligence as loon' as he arrived at Calcutta, that the town 
of Hughley was in great conftcrnation, and that it woiild be feme 
time before the Nabob’s army would march from Muxadavad'upon 
which the committee refelved to attack Hughley without delay.. The 
twenty-gun flip, the (loop of war, and three other veffels, were ap¬ 
pointed to this fervice ; and on board of them embarked 15b Euro¬ 
peans, being thole of Adlercroh’s regiment, with ado Sepoys; they 
failed on the 4t.I1. of January; and hoped to reach Hughley in one 
4. tide; 
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tide; but the twenty-gun Ihip rtruck upon a fand-bank, which flop¬ 
ped their progrefs for live days. On the roth they arrived at 
Hugh icy. ' ' 

Inis town lieth about 23 miles above Calcutta, adjoining to the 
north part of the Dutch Settlement of Chinchura, from ’whence it 
extends three miles on the bank of the river : at the northern extre¬ 
mity of the town is a fort, which was at this time garrifoned by 
2000 men : 3000 more had been lent from Muxadavad to guard the 
town, but thefe retreated as loon as the Englilh troops landed ; re¬ 
maining however within a few miles. The velfels battered the fort 
until night; and although the breach was fcarcely practicable, it was 
determined to ftorrn it before break of day. A falfe attack was made 
at the main gate,\yhilft Captain Coote with the other divifion, accom¬ 
panied by fomefailors, mounted the breach before they were dilcovered 
by the garrifon, who no fooner law the Englilh on the ramparts, than, 
all of them quitted their ports, and fled out of the teller gate. Three 
Europeans and ten Sepoys were killed in the attack. On the 12th 
Captain Coote, with 50 Europeans, and too Sepoys, marched to the 
liandell, a large village three miles north of the fort, where they 
defrroyed feveral granaries of rice, and in their return were fur- 
rounded in the village by the fugitive garrifon, and the troops which 
had been fent from Muxadavad, from whom they difeugaged them- 
fblves without lofing a man. On the 16th a party proceeded in boats 
flame miles to the northward, and deftroyed feveral more granaries 
on each fide of the river, and on the 19th the Europeans, with the 
imaller veflels, returned to Calcutta. 

During clns expedition to Hugbley, news arrived from Aleppo, that 
war had been declared between Great Britain and France in the pre¬ 
ceding month of Mav. There were 300 Europeans, and a train of 
field artillery at Cnandernagore: and the leleft committee of Calcutta 
expe&eo t a, tiny would immediately join the Nabob, with whom, 
-i wa 1 the Englilh force, great as it was, would then 

be uor li and in this perluafion they determined to treat 

with n ! igly Colonel Clive wrote a letter to the 

Seat * ouefting them to aft as mediators; but news 
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which it was certainly their intereft to have taken without delay, re- 
fufed him their affiftance, and propofed to the Englilh, that the two 
nations Ihould engage by treaty not to commit hoftilities againft each 
other in Bengal during the continuance of tile war in Europe, 
Nevertheless, Colonel Clive delpaired of vifiory over the Nabob, al¬ 
though unaffifted by the French force; and yielding to the advice 
of Rungeet Roy, wrote a letter to the Nabob oil the 30th of Ja¬ 
nuary propofing peace. The Nabob ani'wered with expreffions of 
■cordiality; but continued his march. As he approached, an Arme¬ 
nian, flamed Petrus, brought and carried ieveral meffages; and on the 
2d of February, the Nabob defifed to confer with deputies, and 
promifed to lend paflports for them in the evening; but no paflports 
came; and the next morning at day-break, the villages to the 
north-eaft were ieen in flames, and . loon after the van of his 
army appeared advancing in full march towards Calcutta, Their 
way was along a high road, which runs for a mile north and fouth. 
until it reaches the head of the lake, where was a bridge of ma- 
fonty, from whence the road turns and continues in the direftion of 
call: and weft, almoft in a ftrait line for two miles until it joins 
the n. e. part of the Morattoe ditch : fo that if the bridge had been 
retrenched, and a detachment with two field-pieces pofted there, 
the enemy muft have paffed between this poft and the camp : but 
Colonel Clive, perhaps not imprudently, unwilling to divide his force, 
and equally fo ;o break off the negotiation with the Nabob, fnffered 
the troops In light to pafs unmolefted ; who fpread themfelves with¬ 
out the Morattoe ditch, and a body of their LoucJiees, or plunderers, 
who are armed with clubs, palled into the company’s territory about 
noon, and attacked the homes of the natives in the northern part 
■of the town : but a detachment which had been pofted at Perring’s 
■redoubt, tallied., and, killing fome of them, returned with 50 pri- 
fone c i tc 1 d the enemy from making any more iucuriions 

during the reir of the dav. In the plain, troops after troops, in dif¬ 
ferent intervals, followed tne firll that appeared; and in the after¬ 
noon a large bodv, with cannon and coolies, began to intrench 
•themlelvcs in a large garden on the right hand.of the road, mid,way 
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taining.theirpropofals, which the Nabob read, and having whibpered 
to.fbmewf his officers, defired the deputies to confer with the Duan, 
andditmifled the aflembly. As the deputies were going out, Omi- 
chund, who had been prefent at the audience, advifed them to take 
care of themfelves adding,, with a very lignifioant look, that the 
Nabob’s cannon was not yet come up. The deputies fulpedling 
that the Nabob intended to detain them prifoners, ordered their at¬ 
tendants to extinguiffi their lights ; and inftead of going to the tent 
of the Duan, haftened. along the high road within the Morattoe 
ditch to Perring’s redoubt, and from thence to the camp. 

Their report determined ColonelClive-to attack theNabob’s camp 
in the morning,- At midnight.600- lailcrs armed-with firelocks were 
landed, from the ffiips of tvar ; the. battalion, of Europeans were 
650, .the.artillery-mea 100, the. Sepoys 8co,..the field-pieces 6 fix- 
pounders. The order of march was a line advancing in half-files, 
that is three men abreaft : half the Se-ppys marched before,, and half 
behind the battalion of Europeans ; in the rear were the field-pieces 
with the artillery-men and Lafcars, and-all the bailors. To leiTeu 
the incumbrance of-carriages,, there being, no bullocks to draw them, 
the Lafcars carried the ammunition of the field-pieces on their heads; 
and to deter them from flinging away their loads and>taking flight, 
they were, guarded on. all Sides by a part of the bailors ; other bailors 
were.aliotted to draw the.field-pieces, and the reft of them marched 
as they could, immediately behind the rear divifion of Sepoys; Colo¬ 
nel Clive kept in the middle of the battalion. Of the Nabob’s army, 
a part, with the general Meer jaffier, were within thelvlorattoe ditch; 
and moft of thebe encamped near Omichund’sgarden, as a protection 
to the Nabob, who lay there ; but much the greateft part encamped 
between this ditch and the lake, overbpreading all the ground be¬ 
tween, without method or order. A little before the dawn of dav. 
the Engliffi line came upon their advanced guards, ftationed in the 
ditches of that part of the high road-which leads from the-bridge 
at the head of the lake, to the Morattoe ditch. Thefe guards, after 
firing their matchlocks, and difeharging ioiae rockets, ran away : but 
one of the rockets linking the cartouch-box of one of the Sepoy?, 
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let lire to the charge?, which blowing up, communicated the mif- 
chief to level al other:;, and the dread of catching this fire threw the 
whole divifiion into cnnliiiion : foi Innately none of the enemy weie 
at hand to take advantage of it, and Captain Coote, who marched at 
the head of the grenadierimmediately in the rear of the Sepoys, 
rallied them, and relmred the line of march. By this time it was day¬ 
light, when a very thick fug, peculiar to the mornings of this tcal'on 
of the year in Bengal, began to overfpread the ground. The line 
proceeded without t.mhcr interruption, until they came oppoiite to 
Ornichc.ad’s Harden, when they heard the found of horte coming 
upon them on the toll gallop from the right; on which they halted. 
T his cavalry was a body of •pcrlians excellently mounted, and fta- 
tinned as an ootgnard to the \ahob, under that part of the Morattoe 
ditch, which enclofes Omichund’s garden : they were fiiffeied to 
come within thirty yards before the line gave lire, which fell heavy, 
and killing manv of them, the reft inftanllv difperfed in great con- 
fuliou. The line rluai proceeded (lowly, platoons conftantly firing 
on either hand ; wiiilil the tield-pieccs in the rear fired (ingle balls 
forward, but obliquely outward, on each fide of the line ; but all 
without anv immediate ohjetf; for the fog prevented any man from 
feeing beyond the ground on which he trod. About a mile to the 
iouth of the garden is a narrow caufeway, railed fey oral feet above the 
level of the country, with a ditch on each fide ; it leads from the 
cuft to the Morattoe ditch, and acral, it into the company’s territory. 
The enemy had barricaded the pafliige; which it was intended to 
force, and from thcncc to proceed, as it were, back again, alon^ 
the high road adjoining to and on the infidc of the rampart, in order 
to attack the Nabob's quarters at the garden ; but as loon as the firft 
divilion of Sepoj s changed their former direction and began to march 
along the caulcway, the field-pieces in the rear, on the right of the 
line, continuing to fire forward, killed leveral of them: upon which 
the whole divilion fought their fafety in the ditch on the other fide 
of the caufeway, and the troops who fuccecded them eroded it like- 
wile, not knowing what to do. As loon as this was reported to Co¬ 
lonel Clive, he ordered the whole line to continue eroding the 
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front, and prelfed hard upon one of the field-pieces, which was 
gallantly refeued by lintign Yorke, with a platoon of AdLercronV 
regiment. The fire of a few other platoons diljierfed the enemy in 
front ; -and the -troops being now within the company’s territory, 
might have proceeded along tile .road on the inlitlc of the ditch, 
rjaite up to Omicluuid's garden, where the Nabob ftill remained, 
Itirrounded by-n-lartr. hndy of cavalry ; but Colonel Clive thinking 
that they had already endured too much fatigue, continued tnarch- 
w.v flrawht along the avenue to the fort, where they arrived about 
noon. 1 wentv-leveti of the battalion, 12 failors, and 18 Sepoys, 
wore killed, and 70 of the battalion, with 1 2 Jailors, and 35 Sepoys, 
were wounded; two captains of the company's troops, Pye and 
Bridges, and Mr. Belcher, tile fecretary of Colonel Clive, were 
killed ; Mr. Ellis, a faftor, who with feveral other voting men in 
the mercantile lervice of the company, ferved as a v olunteer, loft his 
leg by a cannon ball. The greateft part «f this mifehier was done 
by the four pieces of cannon from the rampart of thcMorattoeditch. 
In the evening the troops returned to their camp, palling through the 
town along the ftreets neared: to the liver, and part of the way 
within a quarter of a mile of the ftations of the enemy, who did not 
moled them. 

The-troops, officers as well as common men, dilpiritedby the lofs 
which had been fudained, and the rifques to vvhicn t.iev nati been 
expolcd, as they thought, to v ery little ptirpole, blamed their com¬ 
mander, and called the attempt rafh, and lll-concciteu. it was ne- 
vcrthelels necefiary, as well to convince the enemy mat their mr- 
mer inaftivity did not proceed from fear, as bccaule the difficulty 
of obtaining provifions mcrealed every hour whnd tne Nabob re¬ 
mained fo near Calcutta. But it was ill-concerted; tor tne troops 
ought to have aflembled at Perring’s redoubt, v.'lnc.'i is not hah a 
mile from Omichund’s garden, to which they nv.gnc nave marched 
fi-om the redoubt, in a lpacious road, capable of admittting 
12 or 17 men a-breaft, on the left expolcd indeed to the annoy¬ 
ance of matchlocks from dime enclofures, where, however, cavalry, 
could not aft ; but their right would have been defended by the 
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rampart of the Morattoe ditch, contiguous to which the road lies ; 
and their only danger would have been in front, fi'om onfets of ca¬ 
valry, and the difcharge of what pieces of cannon the enemy had 
got near the garden. 

The Nabob’s army was much more difheartened than the Englifh. 
They had loft Z2 officers of diftindtion, 600 common men, four ele¬ 
phants, 500 horfes, fome camels, and a great number of bullocks. 
The Nabob himfelf having never before been fo near the tumult of 
a battle, regarded the attack of his camp as an effort of uncommon 
intrepidity, accufed all his own officers of cowardice, and would have 
immediately retreated out of the company’s territory, had they not 
promifed to be better prepared in future. Accordingly his whole 
army palled the fucceeding night on the watch, firing cannon and 
mufketry until day-light, in order to encourage themfelves, and to 
deter the Englifh from attacking them again. 

The next morning Rungeet Roy, by the Nabob’s order, wrote a 
letter to Colonel Clive, complaining of the hoftilities which he had 
committed; but making proposals of peace. To which Colonel Clive, 
in a letter to the Nabob himfelf, replied, that he had marched 
through his camp with no other intention than to convince him of 
what the Englifh troops were capable, who, he laid, had cautioufiy 
hurt none, excepting fuch as had oppofed them ; but that he was 
willing to renew the negotiation. The Nabob, inftead of relenting 
the feoff, ordered Rungeet Roy to continue the correfpondence; and 
under the pretence of adling confiftently with his profeffions of peace, 
moved his whole army, and encamped about three miles to the 
north-eaft of the lake. They palled in fight of the Englifh camp, 
and were again fuffered to proceed without moleftation. 

Meffages of negotiation continued, brought and carried by Omi- 
chund and Rungeet Roy; and, on the 9th of February, a treaty was 
concluded of the following purport; “ The Nabob agreed to reftore 
“ the Company’s factories, but only fuch of the plundered effects 
“ and monies as had been regularly brought to account in the books 
“ of his government. He permitted the Englifh to fortify Calcutta 
“ in whatfoever manner they fhould think expedient; allowed them 
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« to coin gold ami filvcr. in a-mint of their owit; exempted all 
« »ncrchandize6 r pafl'nig- i «itli their duflucis or paflports s -. froip-.tax,. 

“ fee, or impofitioh ; permitted them to take poffeffion-.of the,thirtv- . 
“ eight villages, of which the.grant had-beep obtained by therein- 
“"baftV iii 1727, from the Ernperor-F«rnikfliir.; 'aiid : in. general. 

“ confumed ah the privilege* which had been granted to them by 
a former emperors.ever, lntcc their foft auival in. toe plot ince.. . 
The oath* of the Nabob, Meer Jaffier. and Roydoolub, were the only 
pledges or teconty for the execution of the treaty.- ; ... 

On the jrth the Nabob removed .a few miles- farther to the noith, 
and the next day lent, the nftial ferpaws or preients of dreffes.to-Ad¬ 
miral Watfon and Colonel Clive, :• by RungeefRoy mid-Omiohund, 
and propofed an alliance offeitfwe .and defeufiyc agaidft alL-enemies. . 

This propofal was accepted without hefitation, 'and the -article rati- 

fted was lint bade the fame day by Omichtmd,- who -was. likewife ■ 
intrnfted by Colonel Clive' to--found'’if..-the.-.N&bob would, permit the, 
Eitglilh to attack -the French .fettlement, of . Chandernagore for 
there-was lime before the fctting in of the lout!) era: monfoon. The 
'Nabob detefted the idea.;- but, .dreading.an immediate, renewal .of 
hoftilities, temporized; and pretending that .Mr,, Bttffy from the 
Dccan,. and a fqitsdron. from Pondicherry, were coining-to.-Bengal, 
he requefted. that the Engliih Would 1 prevent- them-, from . entering his. 
dominions ; 'and, as.,a,-farther difguil'e,,herequefted- 20 Engliftt gun-. 
ners -to ferve in his own artillery ; he likewife recommended, that 
Mr. "Watts might be appointed,the-company's.reprefentativo at,his 
court? chooftng him-from a perfuafion that he \vas,;a .meek man,, 
-without guile. The next day he ..continued his march toMuxadavad,. 
and Colonel Clive having received no pofitive iojunaiw* to-the. con* , 
trary from the Nabob, determined-to profecute tbe.enterp.rize againft 
Chandernagore.. Accordingly* - on the i8th, -the, Engliih. -troops 
crofted theriver a, few-miles "above Calcutta, nod encamped on the 
.oppofitc .ihore; but before this time the French had takenihe alarm,, 
and. by repeated letters called: on-the Nabob, as he, valued his own 
ftfety, to protect their, fettlement .their meffengers found him 
arrived, at Augadeep, 40 miks:foutfrof-Mnxadavad, where he halted*. 
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and immediately wrote a letter, peremptorily commanding the Eng¬ 
lifh to defifl from their intention! ’ 

In the mean time Mr. Watts fet'out for Muxadavad, and with him 
were fent the artillery-men requeued by the Nabob; he was likewife 
accompanied by Omichund, whofe conduct in the late negotiation 
had effaced the impreflion of former imputations, infomuch that 
Mr. Watts was permitted to confultand employ him without referve 
on all occafions. They flopped on the 18 th near Hughley, where 
Omichund difcovered that a meffenger from the Nabob had arrived 
the day before with a prefent of 100,000 rupees to the government 
of Chandernagore; that the governor of Hughley, Nuncomar, had 
received orders to aflifl the French, in cafe the Englifh fliould attack 
them; and that a detachment of the Nabob’s army was marching 
from Augadeep to reinforce the troops at Hughley ; on which Omi¬ 
chund vifited Nuncomar, and by pompous reprefentations of the 
Englifh force, by affuranees of their protedlion and favour, and the 
promife of 12,000 rupees to be paid as loon as Chandernagorefhoulcl 
be taken, won him over to their interefls; a ftriking inftance of the 
extreme venality which prevails even amorigft the higheft ranks in 
Indoftan ; for the annual emoluments of the Phoufdar amounted to 
250,000 rupees. On the 21ft, Watts and Omichund arrived at 
Augadeep, when the Nabob immediately fent for Omichund, and 
exprefling much indignation at the intention of the Englifh to at¬ 
tack Chandernagore, commanded him to anfwer flridlly whether 
they intended to maintain, or to break the treat)'. Omichund told 
him that the Englifh were famous throughout the world for their 
■ good faith ; infomuch that a man in England, who on any occaflon 
told a lie, was utterly difgraced, and never after admitted to the fo- 
ciety of his former friends and acquaintance: then calling in a Bra- 
min, who chanced to be attending near the tent, he put his hand 
on the Bratnin’s foot, a form of oath among the Oentoos, and 
fwore that the Englifh would never break the treaty. The Nabob, 
fomething appeafed by this folemn declaration, faid he would re¬ 
voke the orders he had given to Meer Jaffier, to march with half 
the army to Chandernagore; and inftructed Omichund to affurc 
S 2 Colonel 
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Colonel'Clive, that the troops which had matched two days before, 
were not intended to aftift the French- The next day he received a 
letter from Colonel Clive, alluring him that he would not Comm.t 
hoihhbes agamft the French without bis confent ; on which he con¬ 
tinued his march to Muxadavad. 

Neverthelels, Mr. Watts and Omiehund. did not defpair of ob¬ 
taining his pemuffion; and on their arrival at Muxadavad, pradtifed 
with inch of the favourites and minifters as could promote the fuc- 
cefs of their applications. Their felicitations -created much anxiety 
and apitation m the court, where the French, from various caufes, 
had many friends. Monickchund, and feveral other officers of note, 
had lhared largely in the fpoil of Calcutta, and being convinced that 
nothing would render the Engliffi fo f ormidable to the Nabob, as 
the reduction of Chandernagore, expedied to be called upon to re¬ 
fund their plunder as foon. as that event fhoulcl happen: Cqja 
Wazeed managed the greateft part of die French trade in Bengal 
with, great profit to himielf; and, to the Seals Mootabray and 
Roopchund, the government of Chandcrnagore was indebted a 
million and a half of rupees. Thefe various intcrefts concurred in 
counteradting the. praftices and petitions of Mr. Watts and Omi- 
chund, and the remonftrances of Colonel Clive. The Nabob en¬ 
couraged all the intrigues which were employed on both tides ; and 
even often expreffed himfeif to Mr. Watts and Omiehund in terms 
which implied permiffion ; but every letter which he wrote to Co¬ 
lonel Clive, and fcarce a day. paffed without one, pofitively forbade 
the attack. With thefe contradictions he kept the Engliih coun¬ 
cils in fufpencc until the end of February, when he received iri- 
telligence that an army of.Pitans had taken Delhi, and intended, to 
conquer the eaftern provinces of the empire. This news flruck hitn 
■■with fo much confternation, that he immediately dilpatched a letter 
to Colonel Clive, requeuing his affiftance againft this imaginary in- 
vafionof his own dominions, and offered to allow a hundred thqu- 
fand'rupees a month for the expences of the,Engliffi troops. 

The government of Chandcrnagore,. at the fame, time that they 
were foliciting the prote&ion of the Nabob, profecuted their nego¬ 
tiation 
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tiation with the Englilh at Calcutta, where the leleft committee, 
having little hopes of obtaining the Nabob’s*confent to attack them, 
confented to a treaty of neutrality and pacification in Bengal, and 
agreed that it thou Id be guaranteed by the Nabob: but when all 
points feemed to be adjufted, Mr. Watfon refufed his concurrence, 
becaufe the a£t of Chandernagore was not obligatory on Pondicherry; 
whereas Calcutta treated without reference to a fuperior power. Co¬ 
lonel Clive was at this time become more anxious than any one to 
conclude the treat)’, and infilled, that Admiral Watfon Ihould either 
ratify it, or proceed immediately againft Chandernagore, without 
waiting for the Nabob’s confent. The Admiral rejecting the alter¬ 
native, altercations enlued, which delayed the execution of the treaty, 
until Clive received the Nabob’s invitation to mar ch to his affiftance 
again!! the Pitans. On the fame day a boat from Ingelee brought in¬ 
telligence of the arrival of three fhips from Bombay, under the com¬ 
mand of Commodore James, which had on board three companies 
of infantry, and one of artillery, and that the Cumberland, of 74 
guns, which had parted from the fleet in the paflage from Madrafs, 
was arrived in the road of Ballafore. With fuch additions the E11- 
glilh force was deemed capable of taking Chandernagore, although 
prote&ed by the Nabob’s army : Colonel Clive therefore immediately 
difmiffed the French deputies, who were then with him, waiting to 
fign the treaty, which was even written out fair, and which they 
fuppofed had been intirely concluded : he at the fame time wrote to 
the Nabob, that he would join him as foon as the news concerning 
the approach of the,Pitans Ihould be verified, and that he fhould in 
the mean time proceed as far as Chandernagore. Accordingly the 
troops quitted their encampment oppofite to Calcutta on the 7th of 
March, while the artillery proceeded in boats, advancing flowly, 
that the Bombay detachment might have time to come up the river, 
before they entered the French limits. In the interval the Nabob 
was kept quiet by his dread of the Pitans, and the reprefentations of 
Nuncomar, who conftantly allured him that the Englifh had no 
hoftile intentions. Neverthelefs, Admiral Watfon refufed to attack 
the French until the confent of the Nabob was obtained; to whom, 
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however, lie -repreikit-ed, that- the government of Chandcinagore 
1 itk ddci.edh' ,a * c th'-’ h .<! made me. of his name to 
fanflifv a treaty which they had -do power to conclude ; and com* 
•plained at the tamo time, with tome menaces, that. he. had neither 
made any reflitutiob; nor accomnitihcd any other part (if his -treaty 
with the Enghfli. The Nabob, perplexed with, the angry ftyle of 
•Mr. Watton’s letter, made vie of thefe words in his antVer : “ , If 

« an enemy comes to you and implores your , mercy with a clear 
•« heart, his life ihouid’bc fpared ; but if you rmftruft his ftncerity, 
“ act according to the time and occafion.” I his letter v as Icarcely 
tlifpatchcd before his favourites made him change Ins mind,, and 
write others pofitivelv forbidding the attack; but Mr. Watfon, 
con/idcring this' coutradiclion as an indignity, ordered the fltips 

The'fcttlement. of Chaudemagore, like that of Calcutta, conliftcd- 
of a territory,- a town inhabited by the natives, another by the French, 
and a fort. The territory, beginning from the fouthern limits of 
the Dutch fettlementof Ghiuchura, extended two .miles along the 
bank of the river, and about one and a half inland. The fort was 
iituated, nearly at an equal diftan.ee, between the north and fouth 
extremity of this territory, and about 30 yards from the river. It. 
was a fijuare of about 130 yards, with four baftions, each mounting 
jo mins ; feveral more were mounted in different parts of the ram¬ 
parts, and eight upon a ravelin, which flood on the margin of the 
river, before the gateway of the weitern curtain: all thefe were heavy 
cannon, from twenty-four to thirty-two pounders: and lix of imaller 
calibre were planted on the terrace of a church within the fort, which 
overlooked the walls;- The French, after they received intelligence 
s 0 f the declaration of war, had begun to.dig-a ditch, had demoliflied. 
all the buildings which flood within 100 yards of the walls, and 
riled the ruins to form a glacis; but neither the ditch nor the glacis 
were completed ; to lupp.lv thefe defects, they had erctflcd level al 
batteries without the verge of the glacis ; .one of three guns before 
the "ate leading to. Cbinchura; another of four, hr a high road 
leadin' 3 ’ from the weft ward to the north face of-the fort; to the 
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fouthward they had four batteries, three of which were in the prin¬ 
cipal ftrects leading to the fort; and the other dole to the river, 
about 750 yards fouth of the fort, commanded a narrow' part of 
the channel, in which feveral Ihips had been funk, in order to flop 
the paffage of the men of war. The garrifon confifted of 600 Eu¬ 
ropeans, and 300 Sepoys ; but only 300 of the Europeans were re¬ 
gular troops, the reft being inhabitants of the town and failors. 
They likewife expedted the affifhmce of the troops belonging to 
Hughley, of which a part were already ftationed within their 
bounds; but Nuncomar fulfilled his promife to Omichund, and re¬ 
called thefe troops as foon as the Englifh appealed in fight, alleging 
to the Nabob, that he had withdrawn them in order to preferve 
the ftandard of the province from the difgrace to which it would in¬ 
evitably have been expofed, by aflifting the French againft fo fupe- 
rior a force as that which was come to attack them. 

The detachment from Bombay having joined, Colonel Clive com¬ 
menced hoftilities on the 14th of March. In order to avoid the op¬ 
position of the batteries in the fouthern part of the town, the troops 
entered the French limits from the weftward, along the high road, 
leading to the north face of the fort; detachments from the yarrifon. 
were placed in the thickets on either hand, who fkirmiflied until 
three in the afternoon, and then retired to the battery in the road, 
which lay under command of the north-weft baftion. The Englifh. 
from feveral houfes near continued to fire upon the battery with, 
their fmall arms until night, when the enemy ipiked up the cannon 
and retreated into the fort. The defertion of this battery rendered 
the other four to the fouth, excepting that on the bank of the river,.' 
of no ufe, and expofed them all to be taken in the rear, when the. 
retreat of their guards to the fort would be cut off: -to prevent 
which their guns and men were recalled early the next morning,, 
before the Englilh troops were in motion to intercept them. At noon 
the Englifh army took poffeffion of the houfes neareft to the fouthern- 
efplanade, and under their fhelter fuffered very little from the fire 
of the garrifon. The 16th was employed in bringing up the artil¬ 
lery and ftores, and’the next day they bevan to. firemulketry from 
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the tops of the houses, -one! to throw {hells from feme cohorns,, and 
a thirteen-inch-mortar;» this annoyance continued on the j 8th : the 
next esay a battery was begun behind Jofioe ruins, oppofitc the fouth 
face of the s. s. baftion, and, at the fame time, were mounted three 
pieces of cannon on the enemy’s battery dole to .the river, turning 
them againft the fouth flank and face of the north-eaft baftion: this 
day the ffiips Kent, Tiger, and Salifbury, arrived from Calcutta, 
and anchored about a mile below the fort. The navigation had been 
extremely difficult, but conduced .with extreme precaution and {kill 
by Captain Speke, who commanded the Kent. On the 20th. the 
fire from the fort filenced the three guns on the battery dole to the 
river, and oil the 21ft they beat down a houfe near the other, the 
ruins of which buried, fome men, none of whom, however, were 
mortally hurt. The next day this battery was completed, and the 
other repaired : not more, than 20 men,. Europeans and Sepoys, had. 
been killed and wounded in all thefe operations. , In the mean time 
the narrow channel between.the. {hips and the fort had been dili¬ 
gently founded, and it was found that the veffcls which;werc in- . 
tended to obftruft their paffiige, had not. been funk in the. proper 
place. Every thing being ready on ffiore, it was determined to at¬ 
tack with the {hips the next day ; and, indeed, no time was to be 
loft; for the Nabob finding himfelf deceived, had continually dil- 
patched meffengers, of whom fix arrived in one day, with letters 
commanding, the Englifh in very imperious and menacing terms to 
difeontinue the attack ; he had likewife fent forward a part of his 
army under the command of Koydoolub, who having advanced 
within twenty miles of Hughley, halted in conlequence of the repre- 
fentations of Nuncomar, alluring him that the French would lur- 
render before he could arrive to their affiftance. , . ( 

During this interval, the.Cumberland, in-which.Admiral Pocock 
hoifted his flag, arrived at Ingelee. After {hiking on the. fund-off 
Point Palmyras, ffie plied ten days againft the wind and currents in, 
vain to get round, when the great number of fick on board, amount¬ 
ing to 266, determined Mr. Pocock to bear away for refreffiment 
to Vizagapatam, where he found the fettjement in fears, not ill 7 

founded,. 
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founded, of being attacked by M. Bully; and landed ninety of 
the Company’s troops, to reinforce their ^arrifon. From hence, 
as tire currents (till continued ftrong from the Norward, he 
tailed for intelligence to Madrafs, where, at the requeft of the 
prefidency, he landed the reft, one hundred more, and received 
the fame number of failors belonging to the fquadron, which 
had recovered in the holpital. There (till remained on board 90 rank 
and file, who were of Adlercron’s regiment, and they returned with 
the (hip to Ingelee, where the report from Calcutta fignified, that the 
three other men of war with Admiral Watfon were proceeding from 
thence to Chandernagore, of which the attack might be expefted 
every day. There was no time to carry the (hip up the river ; 
for . the pilotage at this feafon requires feveral; nor were any 
boats fent down to convey the troops with their accoutrements ; on 
which Mr. Pocock, with a ipirit worthy of an Englifh admiral, 
took the Cumberland’s barge, and rowing night and day, joined Mr, 
Watfon a few hours before the morning of the attack, and imme, 
diately hoifted his flag in the Tiger. 

This (hip was appointed to attack the n. e. baftion of the fort, 
the Kent againft the ravelin before the middle of the curtain, the 
Salifbury againft the s. e. baftion. At fun-rife the two batteries on 
(hore began to fire, the one againft the s.e. baftion with twenty-four 
pounders, the other againft the n.e. with three : to which the 
enemy’s fire was much fuperior until feven o’clock ; when the Tiger 
coming oppofite to the ravelin, before the gateway, her firft broad- 
fide obliged the enemy to abandon that defence; after which (Ire 
proceeded, and anchored at thediftance of 50 yards, diredtly oppofite 
to tire n. e. baftion. The Kent foon after let go her anchor oppofite 
to the ravelin, but in this inftant, the fire from the fort killed and 
wounded feveral of the failors appointed to manage the (hip, and a 
(hot unfortunately difabled the commander. Captain Speke; who 
not being able to continue the diredtions he intended to give, fo 
much confufion eulued, that the cable, not (topped in time, ran out. 
to its end ; and the (hip, inftead of anchoring oppofite to the ravelin, 
fell back fo far, that her poop appeared beyond the s. E.baftion,expofed 
Voi.. (I. T ’ like- 
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likewife to a flank of tile bullion on the s. w. The enemy, elated 
with this advantage, kept up 1o hot a fire, that Admiral Watlon 
inlleacl of attempting to recover his intended flntion, determined to 
decide thecontdl where his (hip lay, which occupying the poll in¬ 
tended for the Salillurv, this (hip anchored 150 yards lower down 
the river, and remained out of the aition, which was maintained 
entirely by the Kent and Tiger. The cannonade was fierce, every 
(hot on both lilies took place ; ami, at the iimie time, the two bat¬ 
teries on there allailed with a crols tire the two badions of the fort, 
againd which the (hips directed their broadfides. At nine o’clock, 
the fort lhcwed a flag of truce, and Mr. Watfon, not to let the 
enemy lee the condition of Fis fhip, lent Captain Conte, of the 
King’s regiment afliore to receive their propofals ; and whild mef- 
fages were palling concerning the terms of furrender, 50 of the heft 
foldiers of the garrilon, with 20 Topnfles, and fevcral officers, quitted 
the fort, and marched to the northward. At three in the afternoon 
the capitulation was concluded. 

During this aftion, the Salilbury received only fomc draggling 
fhot, which did little damage, and the fort received as little from her 
fire. Ill the Tiger, the mader and 14 others were killed, and 56 
wounded: the Kent received fix Ihot in her mads, and 142 in her 
hull; the (ird lieutenant Mr. Perrot, and 18 of the crew, were 
killed, and 72 wounded. Amidd this daughter, it was a general 
coiilblatiou that tile wound of Captain Speke was not mortal, w hole 
enterprizing f'pirir, and nautical abilities, had eminently contributed 
to the fuccedes of this fquadron in India: the fame ball, which {truck 
the calf of his leg, carried off the thigh of his lbn, a youth of pro- 
mifing hopes, who died of this difaftcr. Of the Englidi troops on 
fhore, onl\ one man was killed, and 10 wounded, during this lad 
attack ; hut the (ire of their batteries, and of their niulketrv from 
the tops of the houfes, hadened the furrender of the fort, in which 
40 men were killed and 70 wounded. The defence was gallant, 
more elpecially as none of the garrifon, excepting a few of the 
officers, had ever before been in fervices of danger: Mr. Devigncs, 
a Captain of one of the French company’s (hips, commanded the 
badions. 




baftions, and infpired his own activity and courage into all who ferved 
under him. The immediate redudlion of* the fort was owing to 
the drips, and of them, only to the two in which the two Ad¬ 
mirals hoifted their flags, whole fire did as much execution in 
three hours, as the batteries on Ihore would have done in feveral 
days; during which the whole of the Nabob’s army might have ar¬ 
rived, when the liege muft have been railed : otherwile the troops 
alone were fufficient to accomplilh the fuccefs. 

At the fame time that the Nabob heard of the furrender of Chan- 
dernagore, he received more pofitive, but ftill falfe, intelligence from 
Patna, that the army of Pitans, againfl whom he had alked the 
affiftance of the Englifh troops, were in full march to invade the 
province of Behar,. and that they had engaged Balagerow, the ge¬ 
neral of the Morattoes, to invade Bengal. Frightened by this iutel- 
telligence he wrote letters of congratulation to Admiral Watlon and 
Colonel Clive, expreffing the ftrongeft delire to remain in friendlhip 
and alliance with them, and offered the territory of Chandernagore 
to the Englilh on the fame terms as it had been held by the French 
Company ; but he ordered the divifion of his army, which had 
marched with Roydulub, to continue at Plaffy on the Bland of Cof- 
limbuzar, 30 miles to the South of Muxadavad. This guard did not 
accord with his profeffions ; and it was determined to try the lin- 
ccrity of them by requefting him to give up all the other French 
fadtories and lubjefts remaining in his dominions. Nothing could 
be more repugnant to his intentions ; for be had ordered his officers 
to protefl: the foldiers of. Chandernagore, -who had left the fort during 
the attack; and by this affiftance- they had efcaped an Englilh de¬ 
tachment fent in purfoit of them, and were arrived fafe at Coffim- 
buzar: however, he anfwered Colonel Clive with much civility, 
though with inconftftent excufes ; alleging, that .as a prince he 
could not perfeeute the diftreffed, and as a feudatory of the great 
Mogul he could not contribute to the deftruftion of Europeans, 
who were eftablilhed in the province by the permiftion of fo many 
Emperors; as if the fame reafons ought not to have prevented him 
T 2 from 
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from deftroying Calcutta. But left thefe cvafions fhould create iuf- 
picions, lie begem to -tcftore part of . the EnglMh: effects ami paid 

In the mean tune, tnc captors collected the plunder of Cbrmder- 

to Calcutta, where die Kent, infirm before, was condemned as unfit 
for future lervice. /lire fcalbii was by this time, to far advanced, 
that the other ftiips could not get out to lea before the fouthern 
monloou'fet in, Thetroous might indeed have been fent to the coaft 
of Coromandel,'if they had beta embarked, immediately after Chan-', 
dernagore was taken, on ieveral vellcls, which were ready to.fail at 
that nme. But Colonel Clive determined, contrary.to. the orders of 
Madrafs; to remain in Bengal- with the whole arniv -until the-month 
of September; being convinced that the Nabob would never fulfil 
the terms of the treaty of -February,' tinieis .-conftniincd by .fear. He 
therefore, inftead of leading the army hack to •Calcutta,’ encamped 
on the plain to the north of Hughley, where it was better iitnated 
either to awe or aft-again-ft-the Nabob. . ■ - 

In this interval Mr. Law, the chief .of the -French'factory.at 
CoflimBirzar, • had -perluaded the Nabob that a fleet of 40 'French' 
ships were attacking Bombay. The Nabob elated by this foppofition 
■returned to liis former equivocations concerning the treaty; On 
which Colonel Clive wrote to him, that nothing but his permiflion 
to-attack the French at Coflimbuzar could convince the Englilh that 
he bore the good will of an--ally towards them, and that his dignity 
might be preferved by afliftmg neither fide. This letter provoked 
him toexcefs, and amongft other extravagancies, he faid publicly, 
■ive would put. Mr. Watts to death, But foon recollecting the im¬ 
prudence of this threat; and being as anxious to prevent the Englifh 
troops front advancing towards his capital, as he was felicitous to-pre- 
ferve the French for future contingencies, he formfeed Mr.-Law 
with money, arms, and ammunition, and ordered him to march 
with all his men, as if proceeding to the weftern frontiers of Bchar; 
but in expectation of being foon recalled to Muxadavad,. Accor¬ 
dingly this body of adventurers, confiftiilg of 1 00 Europeans, and 
4 60 
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60 Coromandel Sepoys, with 30 fmall carriages, and four elephants, 
palled through the city in military array oii‘the 16th of April, and 
having crofted the river, proceeded towards Behar. This evafion 
however deceived nobody. And Colonel Clive prepared to fend a 
detachment in purfuit of them. 

The report of the detachment renewed the indignation of the 
Nabob ; he immediately ordered the Engliffi Vacqueel to quit his 
prefence, and to appear no more at the palace, and fent two of his 
officers to Mr. Watts, propofing this alternative ; “ either that he 
“ ihould immediately return to Calcutta; or give an afturauce under 
“ his hand, that the Engliffi ffiould make no further- attempts to 
“ moleft the French.” Mr. Watts refufed either to retire, or to 
give the afturance, and obtained leave to confult the prefidency, who 
ordered him to lend what treafore and effefts he bad colledled to Cal¬ 
cutta, as opportunities might offer, but without feeming either to 
fear or to intend mifehief: Colonel Clive alfo detached 40 Europeans 
to protedl the faftory, and fent in ieveral boats a fupply of ammu¬ 
nition concealed under rice. 

By this time the mutual lufpicions between the Nabob and the 
Englilh were lb much increafed, tbatColonelClive thought a rupture 
inevitable, and even tieceflary. He therefore perfifted in his refo- 
Iution of fending a detachment in purfuit of Mr. Law ; and having 
received information' that Meer Jaffier, the general of the army, was 
offended againft the Nabob, he advifed Mr. Watts to cultivate his 
friendship. 

The fpirit of rebellion had for fome time been lurking in the court 
of Surajah Dowlah : he had imprifoned Mouickchund, and upon re- 
lcatiug. had obliged him to pay a million of rupees as a fine for the 
eiiects he bad plundered in Calcutta. The Duan Roydoolub, al¬ 
though tne firit civil officer in die Fate, found his conduct fuhjeft 
to the contrcui of the favourite Moonlol. To the Seats, the Nabob 
behaved with civility ; but they, accuftomed to the confidence and 
goon lenfe 01 iillaverdv, trembled for their wealdi, under the 
ap s' 1 iv. ceffor ; and they had Jong been connedtcd with 

Meer 
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Moer Jaffier, who; althoygb he defpifed the wretched- character of’ 
bumjah Dowlah, dreaded the.excefTes of it.- ; - - - - 

Mr. Watts eom'tmSnicatect with Omidrand on the date or tem¬ 
pers-and refen troents ; and-they admitted Mr.. Scrafton to their 
councils, who came at this time .to.Muxadavad in his way to Dacca, 
and was inftructeddiv Colonel Clive to obferve, v/hilft .lie,-remamed 
there. Omichuntl with his ulual -buttle attended every -day • at the 
Durbar, and was -as affiduotis in Jus. viiits to. the principal-officers of 
the government. - 

Outlie 23d of April an officer named Yar Khan Latty, by. a pri¬ 
vate mefiage, requefted to.confer with Mr. Watts in fecrecv. -This 
man commanded 2000 horie in the Nabob’s lcrvice, but received a 
ftipend from the Seats to defend them upon any oceafion of -danger- 
even againft the Nabob liimielf. It is therefore probable that lie was 
now-employed by. the Scats to difcover the. real intentions of the 
Engfifh towards the Nabob. Mr. Watts Tent Omichund, whom - 
Latty informed, “ That the Nabob would very loon, march with the - 
“ greateft part of his forces towards Patna, againft tire Pitans ; and 
“ that he intended to temporize with the-Englilh until .his return to 
“ Muxadavad ; when, he, had determined, to extirpate them out of 
“ his dominions, into, which he had iworn that .they .fhouid--never 
“ return; that moft of his officers held him in utter deteftation, 
“ and were ready to join the iiril leader of diftintlion who fhouid 
“ take arms; that the Englifh army might, during his ahfence, take- 
“ poffeffion of Muxadav ad; and that he, Latty, with his own troops, 
“ would join them, ill the attempt ; when .if they would proclaim 
“ him Nabob, he fhouid be fupported by Roydoolub, and die Seats •; 
“ he offered in • return to enter into any engagements which the 
“ Englilh-fhouid ftijiulatc for the advantage, of their own affairs.” 
Mr. Watts approved the ichetne, and communicated it to Colonel 
Clive, who, approving it likewife, immediate]}' countermanded the 
detachment.wbich was ready to march, in purliiit of Mr. Law, and 
wrote a very civil letter to the Nabob. 

The day after the conference between Omichund and Latty, Petrus 
the Armenian, who had been employed between the Nabob and the 

Englilh 
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Engliih in February, came to Mr. Watts with the fame propofals 
from Meer Jaffieras had been madebyLatty. Meer Jaffier declared, 
“ that ielf-defence obliged him to arm, being in danger of alfaffi- 
“ nation every time he went to the Durbar ; that the Duan Roy- 
“ doolub, the Seats , and leveral officers of the firft rank in the 
“ army, whom he named, had engaged to join, if the Englith would 
“ affift in dethroning the Nabob : if the lcheme were accepted, be 
“ detired that the terms of the confederacy might be fettled without 
“ delay, and requefted that Colonel Clive would immediately break 
“ up his camp, and l'ooth. the Nabob with • every appearance of 
“ peace until hoftilities flrould commence.” 

1 he luperior importance of Jaffier gave him the preference over 
every other pretender who might offer; and as foon as Clive received 
intelligence of his overtures, he went from the' camp to Calcutta, 
and communicated t'sem to the feleft committee, of which he was 
himfelf a member. The committee accepted the alliance as the moft 
iortunate event which could happen, and inftructed Mr. Watts 
what terms to ffipulate : they were all very advantageous, but one 
eminently lo, demanding a reftitution in money adequate to all 
the Ioffes which had been fuftained by the Company and individuals 
by the capture of Calcutta. This council was held on the 
firft of May. The next day Colonel Clive returned to the camp, 
which, in compliance with the requeft of Meer jaffier, he imme¬ 
diately broke up; fending one half of the troops to Calcutta, and the 
reft into the fort of Chandernagore. He then requefted the Nabob 
to give the fame proof of amicable intentions by withdrawing the 
large divifion of his army', which ftill lay encamped at Plaffv, under 
the command of Roydoolub. 

But in this interval the Nabob had been relieved from his fears of 
the Pitans by intelligence of their retreat from Delhi, which made 
him lefs felicitous to temporize with the Englifli, and Roy doolub 
had flopped at Cutwah the detachment of 40 Europeans going to 
Coffimbuzar ; the ipy, Mooteram, who had been fent under pretence 
of fome compliment to Colonel Clive, gave information, that half the 
Engliih army had been privately detached in fmall parties from the 

camp, 





camp; and were at thin very time fccrcted in the faftory at Coffim- 
buzur. The Nabob believing this -intelligence, fciit a mob of fen- 
taut, uiitl m < Jnn’L the iuiioi,. ■> . ' tins found n ily 

fiiiliL Topafit"'. and 40 Europeans, ■ of/which tome were French -«!» . 
Jhrtcrs. ■ and’ the reft were the Lngiiflv gunners- whom lie- had bdr- 
ro'ved fo>'the Jervice of his own artillery, and had.lately returned. 
1, t ihHd" h.s fulpn or tin Ut 3 a . , mtvudtJ ' j ok r to¬ 
wards Muxndevad continued, and induced him to reconcile-iundelt 
with Mcer jalfier, whom he ordered to-proceed. immediately -with 
I t,ooo -men, to reinforce Rovdoolub at I'iaifey. Believing, Uke- 
wiie, that the Englilh fhips of war could-proceed up the great arm 
of the Ganges to the northern point of., the Hlaud of Coffiinbuzar,' 
and then come down the Colfimbufcar-rivc.r to Mnxadavad, he com- 
mancled large piles to be fixed acrofs.lhe. river, at Sootevy about 30 
miles above the city. . Such was his extreme ignorance. - He, at 
the fame time inftnnftecl Mr. Law to remain .with, his men :>L liogli- 
pore, halfway between the pais of -Tacriagully and Patna,, and. iris 
officers in Bebar to fupply rdl their wants, 1 . 

In this conjunfilure Meer jaffier,fearing that by a rcfuialto proceed 
to PlalTy, helhould turn the Nabob’s linpicious.-upon himfc-lf, obeyed 
with appearance of alacrity, and marched from.the city .on-the 39th 
of April, but left his agent to carry on the cprrefpondence with Mr. 
Watt«, who, to remove as much as pofiible all fulpicious appear¬ 
ances, ordered the detachment which had been flopped at, Cutwah 
to return to Calcutta ; • he at the fame time diipatched Mr. Scrafton 
to tbefeleft committee, and on the 6 Lit of May received their reso¬ 
lutions concerning the treaty witli Jaffier, when, in concert with 
Jaffier’s agent, whom we fuppofe to be flail the. Armenian l-etr-us, 
they eftablilhed pofitive films to the articles flipuiating monies. The 
rains detained the agent in the city till the rath, .when-he ■ went 
to PlalTy, and returned on the i+th, with aflbrances, that Meer 
Jaffier had confented freely to all the articles; but rcouefted that the 
.confederacy might be kept fecrct fromOmichund. whom he regarded 
as an intriguing Genfoo. without fortitudeor honefty. 


This. 
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This opinion -was probably fuggefted to him by the Seals, who 
knew the abilities of Omichund, and mighi apprehend that his in¬ 
fluence with the Englifh would interfere with their own, if he 
ihould have a leading part in the intended revolution. This reftraint 
very much perplexed Mr. Watts : for Omichund had already been 
trufted too far, to be now treated with diffidence, without much 
rifque to the fchetne, if he ffiould by other means difcover the real 
caufe, why no farther attention was had to the propofals of Yar 
Khan Latty. Mr. Watts foon found, that fuck evafions as men in 
his fituation generally employ, could not elude his fagacity, and 
therefore told him the confederacy with 'jaffier ; but had de¬ 
layed this confidence fo long, that -Omichund faw it was ex¬ 
torted by fear and neceffity. From this horn- implacable hatred arofe 
between them, although they co-operated in the condu6t of the con¬ 
federacy. 

From his own experience of the praftices of Indoftan, Omichund 
had no doubt that Mr. Watts would be amply rewarded by Jaffier, 
if the revolution fucceeded. At the fame time he found that no advan¬ 
tage was intended for himielf more than reftitution m common with 
the other Gentoo merchants of Calcutta, but that he ffiould run 
the fame rifque of his perfon as Mr. Watts, which to both were 
great indeed; and more of his fortune, as being much greater than 
Mr. Watts’s : he therefore claimed a commiffion of five in the hun¬ 
dred on all the Nabob’s treafures in money, and a fourth paid of 
his jewels. The common people, to whom numbers give no diftindt 
ideas, rated them at 45 millions of pounds fterling, which nothing but 
idiotilm could believe; but better enquirers fuppofed them to be 
four.millions and a half; on which Omichund’s fhare would have 
been 675,000 pounds fterling. The audacity of the pretenfion implied 
malignant art; but it is faidhe threatened to reveal the confpiracy to 
the Nabob, if not complied with. If fo, the boldeft iniquity could 
not go farther. Mr. Watts in his letter on this fubjedl intimates, 
that he had fome apprehenfions of fuch a confequence if Omichund 
were not iatisfied. However, in their conference he evaded a po- 

V ot . II. . ! .: fitive 
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<itive anf'vcr, and Omichund was contented by the .promile of re- . 
ferringbis claim to tbe.1ele8 committee.. 

On the' J .ith he lent the articles of the treaty, as finally fettled 
by himfclf, and arccpted by Meer Jaffier, and communicated two 
other inftances of Omichuntl’s improbity,' The one svac, “ that , 
« foothed by the feeming acqoiefecooe of Mr. Watts to his claim 
“ of commiffion and a fhare of the jewels, he had been led to de- 
“ dare that he intended to fecrete as much as he could, of the 
« Nabob's trealures from the knowledge of Meet. Jaffier, . and 
“ to divide this booty with Roydoolub.” The other accusation 
came from Rungcet Roy, the agent of the Seats. “..When .the 
« Nabob concluded the treaty of the 6th of February, lie em- 
“ powered Omichund and Rungeet Roy to offer 50 rhouland 
“ o'ol Amohurs, a coin equivalent to 29 fhillings, as a prefent to the 
“ Euglifh commanders, and .promifed-moreover 200 ,qco rupees-to 
“ be dilpofed of as Omichund fhould- think proper ; who anvifed 
“ RungeetRoy to make, no mention, of the prefent at that time, 

“ and promifed to divide the 200,000 rupees with him. Rungcet 
“ Roy, impatient to receive his fhare, had frequently prcffed 
“ the Nabob to fend the prelent to the Englilh commanders, and 
“ to iffue t'ne other money to Omichund. But the Nabob, irritated 
“ bv the late proceedings of the Englilh, and fafe in his capital, 

“ was no longer inclined to confer fo coftly a favour, in every re- 
“ fpeft to his own detriment. Omichund oblerved this repugnance, 
“'and turned it to his own advantage, by telling the Nabob, that 
“ he would be obliged to make the prefent, if he fuffered Rungeet 
“ Roy to interfere any longer in the Englilh affairs ; but that he 
“ might fave-it, by difgracing him. The Nabob accordingly with-. 

held hirrifelf from any farther communication with RungeetRoy, 

“ but rewarded Omichund, with orders for the delivery of many of 
“ his confrfcated effects. Mr. Watts, defiroiis to put'the truth'of 
“ thefe informations to the left, alkecl Omichund if he.ibouJd dfi- . 
“ rnand tlie 30,000 gold rupees from the Nabob; to; which Omi- 
“ chund replied, that fuch a requeft would be very improper at this 
“ time, but that he would himfelf confider of means to get it.'’ . 

A {hanger, 
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A ftranger, named Govindroy, came on the 3d of May to Calcutta, 
with a letter as from Ballajerow, the general of the Morattoes, dated 
from Hyderabad, the capital of Golcondah. In this letter Ballajerow 
offered to invade Bengal with a hundred and twenty tboufand men, 
within fix weeks after he fhould receive the invitation of the Eng- 
liih governor. No mutual interefts of great importance fubfifting at 
this time between the Englilh and the Morattoes, the letter and the 
bearer were fufpefled of impofture. The man was queftioned, but 
none in the lettlement had lufficient criterions to diftinguifh whether 
his anfwers were pertinent. Mr. Watts was confulted, and regarded 
the letter as an artifice invented by the Nabob to try the real dilpo- 
fition of the Englilh towards himfelf, by their ani'wer to Ballajerow. 
Clive, with his ufual facility of finding expedients in difficulties, 
advil’ed the committee to communicate the letter to the Nabob with 
the femblatice of believing its authenticity; whereby, fhould he 
have invented it, the artifice would be turned againft himfelf; and 
if lie had not, no better means could be employed to deceive the 
liil’picions which he entertained of their evil intentions. 

This refolution was taken on the 1 7th of May, and at the fame 
confutation the committee deliberated on the final terms they fhould 
require of Meer Jaffier, and on the conduit they, fhould hold towards 
Omichund; having before them the treaty as modelled by Mr. Watts, 
and his letters concerning Omichund. The terms which Mr. Watts 
had flipulated for reftitution were, to the Company 10 millions of 
rupees, to the Englifh and other European inhabitants three millions, 
to the Gentoos three, to the Armenians one : in all 17 millions of 
rupees. Three millions were likewife mentioned for Omichund ; 
of which weiuppofe Mr. Watts had informed him. 

The committee really believed the wealth of Surajah Dowlah 
much greater than it poflibly could be, even if the whole life 
of the late Nabob Alliverdy had not been fpent in defending his own 
dominions againft the invafions of ruinous enemies ; and even if 
Surajah Dowiah himfelf had reigned many, inftead of only one year. 
In this psrfuafion they increafed the reftitution to Europeans from 
U a three 
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three to five millions of rupees; bat.allotted .only two. inllead - of/ 
three millions to the Qcntoos, -and' only • 700,000. inftead..of-.one- 
million to the Armenians.' But tkefe alterations added only ,700,000 
rupees to the total of the firms ftipulated by Mr. Watts for reftitu- 
tion. It was then agreed-to aik- a-donation of 2,joo,ooo rupees to 
the fquadron, and the fame firm to the army. A member then pro- 
pofed that itfnoulcl be recommended to Mr. Watts, to aik a dona¬ 
tion from Meet -Jaffier to each of the members.of the committee;,, 
and this likewifewas relblved. ... 

• They then took into confideration .what conduft they fhould hold 
towards Omicbund; they were affonilhed at the : enormity of his 
demands, and ftill more exafperatc-d at the imputed atrocity of his 
intentions in cafe of difappointment; and determined that.he-fhould 
get nothing by the revolution more • than reftitation- in - common 
with the other Gehtoo merchants of Calcutta ; but at-,the fame time- 
they defigned to make him believe, that they intended to. reward-his 
fervices. The expedient was fuggefted by Colonel Clive. -It. was, 
to fend two treaties, both figned by Admiral -Watfon and the mem¬ 
bers of the committee, and in the treaty which was to-be delivered 
to Meer JafBer, to omit any ftipulation for Omichund ; but, in the 
fifiitious'treaty which was . to be fhewn to Omichund, to-iniert ail 
article ftipulating for him a. prefent of. two millions of rupees. 

Thefe refolutions being taken, it became-necefiary that feme per- 
fon deputed from the committee fhouki confer wilh Meer jaffiet ;. 
but, as he lay encamped at. Piaffy, it was .difficult- .cffefl -this 
without railing fufpicions in the Nabob. It w as theiefpr.c relblved 
that Colonel Clive fhould write to the -Nabob, that he .had lent. Mr. 
Scrafton in order to communicate A matter,of great fccrecy and im¬ 
portance, which was the Morattoe letter brought by. Govindroy. 
Mr. Scrafton was inftrudted to ftopat-Plafiy, and to make a vifit, as 
of ceremony, to Meer Jaffier, whom-he was to inform of the pur-, 
port of the treaty, and of the other requefts, and to obtain his 
affentto them; he was likewife. to explain to. him the manner 
in which the, committee- were aSing towards Omichund ; and 
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finally to adjuft a plan of operations for the fubfequent conduct of 1757. 
the revolution. 

Colonel Clive undertook to get the treaties prepared with due fe- 
crecy. The fictitious was tranfcribed upon red paper. But the 
agent of Meer Jaffier having infilled that the King’s Admiral fliould 
fign, as well as the company’s reprelentatives; and Omichund 
knowing this, it was neceflary to the fcheme of deceiving him, 
that Mr. Watfon Ihould fign both. He figned the real, but re- 
fufed to fign the fictitious treaty: on which his fignature was 
counterfeited. 

On the 19th of May, Clive dilpatched the treaties by a private 
meffenger of the country ; but, in this Ihort interval, either fome 
intelligence from Muxadavad, or his own reflections, changed his 
notions of the vaftnefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures: and he in- 
ftruCted Mr. Watts, that if Meer Jaffier ffiould difapprove of the 
great amount of the ftipulations for money, the reftitution allotted 
for the company might be reduced from ten to five millions of 

Mr. Scrafton was flopped near Plafly by the advanced guards of the 
camp; he requefted to be conducted to the quarters of Meer Jaffier; - 
but lome of the. Nabob’s Ipies being prefent, they interfered, and in¬ 
filled that he ffiould take the direCt road to the capital, where he ar¬ 
rived on the 24th. In the interval between Mr. Watts’s letters of 
the 6th, and Mr. Scrafton’s return to Muxadavad, the crafty Omi¬ 
chund had praCtifed another trick on the credulity of the Nabob;, 
for, perceiving by his queflions that his fufpicions of the Englilh 
increafed, although he had difcovered nothing of their project,. 
Omichund, after much artificial hefitation, informed him, as a dil- 
covery by which he rifqued all his pretenfions to the favours of the 
Englilh, that they had lately fent deputies to Mr. Bufly in the 
Decan, inviting him to march into Bengal, and propofing that both 
armies Ihould join in dethroning him, when the fpoil was to be 
equally divided between them. A little knowledge and underftand- 
ing would have convinced the Nabob, that fuch an union was im- 

praCti- 
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praflieabk- during the., war between the two. natioiiSj. aml that.it 
would at any time-lie incompatible with the intereft oftfc Ehgliflii: 
nevcrthciels his timidity prompted him to gwc. intire,credit to the 
tale, and lie rewarded .Omichund for the intelligence, by ordering 
the fum of 400,000 rupees, .-which had been taken from his houfc 
at Calcutta, to be immediately relVored to him, together with all 
his■ effects, wberefoever coniifeated in. the province;-he moreover 
gave him a mandate, ordering the Rajah of Rurdawan to repay 
450,000 rupees, which Omichund had lent , tile Rajah ibme years 
before. At this time Omichund was not certain what. provdioiv 
might lie made for himfeif m the treat}', and was endeavouring-to 
get all he could from the Nabob clawdcflineiy, but without any poli- 
tive intention of undermining the confederacy; for nothing was 
more likely than his fallacy concerning Bufl’v to divert the Nabob 
from any lufpicions of the real deligns and connexions, in .-which tire 
Englifh were engaged; but nothing, at the lame time, was more 
likely to prevent him from removing his army, from Tiaftyj which 
was deemed abfolutely necefiary to their lucccfs. ■■■■.- 

As foon as Mr. Scrafton arrived at Muxadavad, Mr. .Watts went 
with him to the Nabob, ..to. whom Mr. Scrafton delivered a letter 
from Colonel Clive, which, amongft others, had the following lubtle 
expreflions. “ I have fentMr. Scrafton to communicate a matter of 
“ the greateft importance. Notwithstanding all .that the Ehglidv 
“ have luffered from you, 1. give you this lift proof of my tlefire to 
“ live in peace with you. Why do you keep your army in the field.? 
“ They diftrefs all the- merchants,- and' prevent us from-renewing' 
“ our trade. The Englifh cannot flay in Bengal without freedom of 
“ trade. Do not reduce us to fufpeff that you intend to deftroy us 
“ whenfoever you have an opportunity.” Mr. Scrafton their corn--, 
municated the Morattoe letter, at which .the Nabob feemed much 
pleafed; for he had heard of the arrival, and liifpedted.the bufinefs 
of the meiTenger, who really came from Balkjercw. After Tome 
paufc, ruminating on the variety of informations oil which he was to.- 
form his opinion, he pretended to "be convinced that he had iytfpetfted 
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the good faith of the Englifh without caufe: and difmifled Mr. 
Watts and Scrafton with an affiirance that, he Would immediately 
recall the troops under the command of Meer Jaffier into the city, 
but would leave thofe with Roydoolub in the field, in readinefs to 
join theEnglilh on the approach.of the Morattoes.: who hel'aid would 
probably invade his dominions. This unexpected refolntion would 
have marred the fcheme, fince Meer Jaffier would have been as 
cautious of concluding any thing decifive, whilft one half, as whilft 
the whole of the army remained in the field. At the next con¬ 
ference Mr. Scrafton reprefented to him, that the Englifh could not, 
with common prudence, rely on any of his profeffions, whilft fuch 
apart of his forces were encamped-towards Calcutta. The Nabob 
meditated fbme time on this argument, and then ftarting, as a man 
agitated by fufpicion and difmay, laid eagerly, “ But fhould the ’ 
“ Colonel deceive me.” But Scrafton removed his terrors by afiii- 
rances, and prevailed on him to ififie orders recalling his whole army 
to Muxadavad. 

The nearer the confederacy approached to the event, the more did 
Mr. Watts’s apprehenfions of the treachery of Omichund increafe. 
Mr. Scrafton therefore undertook to get him away to Calcutta, and 
under the pretext of folicitude for his fafety, propoled that Omichund 
lhould accompany him thither without delay, alleging, that his age 
and the habits of his life would not permit him to make his efcape on 
horfeback in the hour of confulion and danger, when the flight of 
Mr.Watts would convince the Nabob that the Englifh intended war, 
and when his utmoft vengeance Would be excited againft all their 
adherents. But avarice is the rnoft inflexible of the vices; and Omi¬ 
chund, not having received more than half of his plundered money 
from the treafury, requefted Mr. Scrafton to wait until he had got 
the whole. Mr. Watts imputed this delay to another motive, think¬ 
ing that he wanted to remain in the city until Roydoolub fhould re¬ 
turn from PlalTv, that they might fettle between them the fcheme 
of purloining as much as polfible of the Nabob’s trealures. To 
counteract his repugnance, whatioever might be the cauie, Mr. 
Scrafton affured him, that Colonel Clive intended to employ him as 

the 
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the principal aren't of th< Engii/h in their affairs with. tire future 
government after the .revolution ; and that rite emoluments of. this 
office would amplv compenfate, v.diatfoevcr be might .rehntjniilv or 
loie by his immediate 'departure..- At length he conf’ented to go, but 
it was neeciiary, and feeiuerl difficult to obtain the Nabob’s content, 
as he relied principally upon Omichund for intelligence concerning 
the proceedings and views of the Kngltfh. But Omichund himfelf 
lolved the difficulty, -by adviling Mr. Scrafton to demand of the 
Nabob the prefent which he had intended to give to the Knglifll 
commandersthe conelufion of the peace in February ;. in confc- 
<|ucncc of which’, • the Nabob -fufpefting the fcerct had been difclofed 
by.'Omichund. would immediately hold him in as much deteftatiou. 
as he had hitherto regarded him'with favour. • Accordingly this teens 
was adlcd. The Nabob denied the pronritc. Omichund pretended 
to be terrified ; ami the Nabob being -reallv irritated, told Mr. Scraf- 
ton that he might carry him wherefoever be pleafed. 

Mr.Scrafton remained three days longer, in the city in expectation 
of the return of Mecr Jaffier from Plafly.. Mcer Jaffier arrived on 
the 30th, and vifited the Nabob, who, having no further need of his 
immediate fervice, treated him with indolence. The flown of rie- 
fpotilm is always dreadful ; and Meet Jaffier returned to his palace* 
convinced of impending danger, inforouch that he was afraid of 
conferring in private with Mr. Scrafton, who vifited him in the after¬ 
noon, but received him in the ball of public audience ; on .which 
Scrafton left the city that evening. ’ j. 

He was accompanied by Omichund. They proceeded in palan¬ 
quins ; but when Scrafton arrived'at Coffiir.bitzar, he miffed his com¬ 
panion ; on which he flopped and djfpatclicd nieifengers to the city, 
who found the old man fitting at midnight in "the Nabob's treasury, 
•foliciting Moonloll for fomc more of the money which the Nabob 
hat! ordered to be reftored to him in reward for his.ftory concerning 
J3ufly ; but finding that Moonloll: would give him nothing but pro- 
niifes, and prefied by the meffengers, he returned with.them and re¬ 
joined Mr. Scrafton-at two in-the-morning. Continuing their jour¬ 
ney,-Mi. Scrafton fell afieep. and waking, at day-break,, miffed .his 
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companion again; and not knowing where to feek him, flopped and 17157, 
waited on the high road until three in the afte'rnoon, when Omichund '"pvT’ 
rejoined him again. He had been to vilit Roydoolub at the camp at 
PI alley, who had told him that no ftipulation had been made for 
him in the agreements with Mecr Jaffier. Omichund therefore 
queftioned Mr. Scrafton with much fharpnefs and lufpicion ; but 
now the truth itlelf ferved to deceive him ; for Mr. Scrafton told 
him, that Roydoolub could not know anv thing of that ftipulation, 
fince Mr. Watts bad not yet communicated the treaty ultimately 
ndjufted by the feleft committee even to Meer Jaffier himfelf. This 
appeafed his anxieties, and they continued the reft of their journey 
without interruption. On the Sth they arrived at Calcutta, where 
Omichund was received by Colonel Clive, and the other members 
of the felect committee, with much diffembled cordiality, which, 
however, could not entirely efface the impreffion which the words 
of Roydoolub had made in his mind; in confequence of which he 
bribed the Pcrfian feribe of the council, to inform him if any deceit 
to his detriment ffiould appear in the treaty, when ratified by Meer 
Jafficrffn the Perfian language. 

The palace in which Meer Jaffier refided, is fituated on the Anthem 
extremity of Muxadavad, on the ifland of Coffimbuzar. The Nabob 
refided in a palace called Heraut-jeel, in the middle of the city, 
on the other fide of the river. Both palaces ftand on the bank of 
the river, are fortified with towers, and were provided with cannon. 

Meer Jaffier, at his return from the Nabob, had requefted all the 
officers on whofe attachment he relied, to keep their troops in 
readinels to defend his palace. In the fame evening he fent a 
Tufty melfenger to Mr. Watts, to whom Mr. Watts delivered 
the two treaties, real and fiftitious, together with the feparate 
article of donation to the fquadron, army, and committee, and ex¬ 
plained the intention of deceiving Omichund by the fidlitious treaty; 
requefting, that all the three papers might be ratified, and returned 
to him without delay. But Meer Jaffier having promifed Roydoolub 
to conclude nothing without his participation, deferred the ratifica¬ 
tion until his return from Plaffy; which was, however, only a deb- 
Vo mil. X 0 f 
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of iwo days; for Kovdoolub came to the citv on the third of June, 
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bhfhcd. the English could not allow the ufual commiffion of five iiv 
the hundred to the officer who fhouk! be appointed to manage the 
bufinefs of the treafury; last profiered this office with that emolument. 
to him, provided he would confent to all their demands.- Thjsafga* 
nient prevailed: Roydoolub relinquuhed bis objections, and Mcer. 
Taffier figned the treaties on the fourth of June. On-the fame day 
the Nabob, not from any fulpicion of the- conrcaentey, .but from his 
prO-conceivcd averfion to-Mcer Jaffier, ordered him to rt-iign the com¬ 
mand of the - army to an .officer named-Coja Waodec. - 

It frill remained ueccffary that Mcer jaffier lhoukl take an oath to 
offeree the treaties. Mr. Watts therefore propoled an interview ; 
V'hich Jaffier withed hkewife; but objetted, that they could not meet 
without great rifque of dtfeovery. fince his palace was ftricHy watched 
liv the fpies of the Nabob. However, Mr. Watts, .relying on the 
fidelity of his own domeftics, and on the manners of the-country, 
went m the afternoon from his own horde in a covered palaiikm, 
fuch as carry women of diftinflion. and-palled without .interruption 
to T-afiler’s palace ; who, -with his ion Meeruni, received him .in one 
of the apartments of his feraglio, into which the bearers carried the 
palanquin. Here they conferred without the riflt-of. obfervation. 
Mcer Jaffier coufciTcd that the number of troops on v/hofe ferv.ice he 
could entirely rely, did not exceed 3000 horfe ; but expected that 
fevcral other commanders, whom he knew to be diffatisiied with the 
Nabob, would turn againft him in the (lav of battle. At all events, 
lie deiirecl that the Engliih troops would immediately take the field, 
promifing. that if the Nabob fnould determine to defend the city, 
he would attack his palace as foon. as they .appeared in fight :: , if the 
contefl was to. be decided -by a battle on. the plainj lie would regulate 
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hi? conduct according to the flntion which he Ihould chance to 
occupy; it' in the van, he would, on the approach of the Englilh, 
heat his great drum, dilptay his {tandanl, march off with all the 
troops under his command, and join them on the right ; if on either 
of the wings, or in the rear, he would difplay a white flag, charge 
the main body of the Nabob's army as foon as the Englilh began the 
aLtack, and endeavour to take the Nabob prifoner. After thcl'e ex¬ 
planations, he gave his full alTent to the terms of the real treat), and 
to whatlbever other donations had been flipulalcd; then placing the 
Koran on his own head, and his hand on the head of his Ion, whilll 
Mr. Watts held the papers open before him, he fwore with great 
folcmnity, that he would faithfully perform all he had promifed. 
Thcv then refolved, that Omar-beg, one of his officers who had 
lately carried fevcral meflages between Jaflier and Mr. Watts, 
(hould immediately proceed with the treaties to Calcutta ; and Mr. 
Watts returned as he came, undilcovered. Having brought this 
dangerous negotiation to d- couclufion, no other affairs required his 
pretence at Muxadavad ; but as his retreat would leave the Nabob 
without a doubt of the hoftile intentions of the Englilh, he deter¬ 
mined to remain feemingly in his power until the laft extremity, 
and, in the mean time, to make fuch preparations as would fecurc 
his flight. 

. The public treaty as written in Perfic, and figned by Meer Jaffier, 
is thus tranflated : “ I fwear by God, and the Prophet of God, to 
“ abide by the terms of this treaty whilft I have life.” Thefe words 
were written by Mcer Jaffier in his own hand, and tinderfign. u by 
him with his name. The following were as ulual in the hand of a 
feribe. “ Treaty made with Admiral Watfott, Colonel Clive, and 
“ the other counfellors, Mr. Drake and Mr. Watts.—Article 1, 
“ Whatever articles were agreed to in the time of peace with the 
“ Nabob Surajah Dowlah, I agree to comply with.—II. '1 lie ene- 
“ mies of the Englilh are my enemies, whether they be In 1 ■ 

“ Europeans.—III. All the effefts and faftories belonging t 
French in the province of Bengal, the paradife of nations, and 
“ Bahar, and Orixa, fha.ll remain in the poffeffion of tits Englilh, 




" nor \vi!! 1 ever allow them any more to fettle: in the. thrce.pro-- 
- vinces,—1\ . .In consideration of the Ioffe which -dw-Hitglith 
“ company have loftamod by the-rapture »nrt plunder...-of Calcutta- 
“ by the "Nabob, and the. ciiarres ocoi honed by the maintenance of- 
“ the forces, ! wili-give them one.crore-of rupees.—V. For the- 
“ effects plundered from the EnghJh inhabitants at Calcutta,-I agree 
“ to give fifty lades of rupees.—V I. For- the effeffts plunderer! from 
« the Gentoos, Moors, and other inhabitants of ■ Calcutta, -twenty, 
“kicks of rupees ffiall be given.—VII.. For the. effects plundered 
“ from the Armenian inhabitants-of Calcutta, I will give the fum of 
“ feven lacks of rupees. The diftribution of the turns allotted to 
“ the Englifh, Gcntoo, Moor, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, 
“ fha!l be left to Admiral- Watfon, Colonel -Clive, • Rogcr-'Drake, 
" William Watts, James Kilpatrick-, and Richard Bccher, Ei- 
“ quires, to be difpoied of by them, to whom they think propen— 
“ VIII. Within the ditch, which furrounds the borders-of Calcutta. 
“ are trails of land belonging to leveral Zemindars: .bdides..thefe,.- 
“ 1 will grant to the Englifh company 600 yards without the ditch. 
“—IX. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far: as.CuIpee,- 
“ ffiall be under the Zcmindary of the Englifh company'; and all 
“ the officers-of thefe parts ffiall-be under their jurii'diftiom. The 
“ revenues to be paid by the company in the fame manner as other 
“ Zemindars.—X. Whenever I demand- the affiffance of the Engliffi, 
“ I will be. at the charge of the maintenance of their troops.—XL 
“ I will not ereel any new fortifications near, the river Ganges, bc- 
“ low Hughley.—XII. As Toon as I am eftabliffied in the three pro- 
“ vinces,. the aforefaid fums fhal] be faithfully paid. Dated the 
“ 15th of the month of Ramazan in the.fourth year of the prefent 
“ reign.” The treaty, written and figned by the Engliffi, contained 
the fenfe of all thefe articles, but not expreffed in the lame "words; 
and it likewile had one more of the following tenor :■■■—“ XIII. On 
“ condition Meer Jaffier Cawn Bahadar folemnly ratifies and fwears 
« to fulfil the above articles,. We the underwritten-do, for and iir 
16 the behalf of the honourable Eaft India company, declare on the- 
« holy evangelifts, and before God, that we. will afiill Meer Jaf- 
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“ fier Cawn Bahadar with our whole utmoft force, to obtain the 
“ Subahfhip of the provinces of Bengal, faahar, and Orixa, and 
“ further that we will affift him to the. utmoft againft all bis cue- 
“ mies whatever, whenfoever he calls upon us for that purpofe, 

“ provided that when he becomes the Nabob, he fulfils the above 
“ articles.” This treaty was figned by Admiral Watlon, Mr. 
Drake, the governor of Calcutta, Colonel Clive, Mr. Watts, 
Major Kilpatrick,, and Mr. Becher. The donations to the army,, 
fquadron, and committee, were written in another treatv. 

Omarbeg with the treaties arrived at Calcutta on. the ioth, and 
explained the intentions of Jaffier to the feleCt committee,, in the-- 
lame manner as Jaffier had explained, them to Mr. Watts.. The' 
troops of Jaffier, without the affiftance of others who might join- 
him, were deemed fully fufficient to affine the fuccefs of the enter- 
prize, provided they afted with vigour. But he had hitherto be¬ 
haved with fo much irrefolution, that Clive began to fufpefl he 
would failftill more in the hour of danger. However, it was necef- 
fary either to proceed to immediate action, or entirely relinquifh the 
confederacy; for the fecret had inadvertently been revealed, and' 
began to be the public talk even of the common foldiers at Calcutta 
and Chandernagore. It was therefore determined to commence 
hoftilities without delay. Omichund was on the watch to learn the 
refolutions of this council, and the real purport of the treaties ; but 
the governor having entertained fome fufpicions of the feribe whom 
Omichund had bribed, only entrufted him with the fidlitious treaty,, 
in which the ftipulation in favour of Omichund was inferted ; who 
being fatisfied with the report of the fcribe, refolved.to proceed’ 
with the army to Muxadavad. 

On the 12th, the troops which were at Calcutta,.with ryoTailors 
from the fquadron, proceeded and joined that, part of the army which 
was quartered at Chandernagore. All the neceffary preparations had 1 
been made, and the whole army began their march from Chander¬ 
nagore on the next day, leaving 100 of the Tailors to garrifon this 
fort, that every foldier might ferve in the field. The Europeans 
with the field-pieces, ftores and ammunition, proceeded in 200 boats,. 
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“ p , -e, btLie united Mi. Loffi i voutf-c-. ! ,i L.c u ,u, I 
“ alilil him. m extirpating them once more out of his dominions-; 
■“ that the party of French troops, Ti lth Mr. Law, were at this -very 
“ time maintained at his expence withm 100 -miles-of-his capital : 
■“ that he had, on groundlefs fnfpicions, intuited the Engl nil ho- 
nonr-;* at one time lentnng troops to examine their mftorv at 
-• Colfimbuzar: at another, driving their VaCqueel with diigrace 
out of ms prefence : that he had promifed a film of sold rupees ; 
" £ then denied that pronufe ; and then font. Ormehund from the. 
M city, under pretence that it was he who had deceived the Lngliili 
“ commanders in that bnfinefs. On the other hand, the .Engiifli 
‘‘ had bore all.thcie injuries patiently; ana had even taken the field 
“ to aftift him when alarmed by the approach of the. Pitafts ; but 
■“ at length feeing no other remedy, their army was now march- 
“ ing to Musadavad, where they intended, to refer their complaints 
“ to the dccihon of the principal officers of his government, 
“ namely Mecr JaHier, Roydoolub, the -Scats, Meer Murdeen, and 
“ Moonloll ; to which arbitration it was hoped that Tie would ac- 
quielce, and Ipare the effnfion of blood.” 

Monickchnnd, the late governor of Calcutta, having received fomc 
hints of the confederacy from Omichund, had proffered; his alliance 
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to Meer Jaffier. The Seats had fecured Yar Khan Lattey, and fe¬ 
veral other commanders had promifed their •affiftance in the hour of 
need, although they ftill appeared dutiful to the Nabob. All thefe, 
whether Gentoos or Mahometans, confirmed their profeffions by the 
ufual oaths of their religions. The Nabob, receiving fomc confufed 
intelligence of thefe pradfices, prepared to attack the palace of Jaffier. 
Meflages of threat and defiance palled between them from the 8th 
to the nth, when letters from Calcutta fpreacl a report in the city, 
that the Engliih were confederated with Jaffier; to which, however, 
the Nabob did not feem to give credit ; but Jaffier concluding that 
he mull believe what was fo true, fent a meffage to Mr. Watts, on 
the i rth, advifing him to make his efcape without delav. Mr. Watts- 
was prepared, and all the Engliih property and foldiers had been fent 
away from the factory at Coffimbuzar. Nevertheless he determined. 
to wait Hill longer, in. expedlation of a letter from Clive authorizing 
his departure. He, however, immediately fent away the Armenian 
Petrus, who had been the moft confidential of his agents in the 
conlpiracy, and Jaffier lent one of his own domeftics vrith Petrus 
both Were inftru&ed to prefs Colonel Clive to begin his march. 
Notwitblianding feveral other warnings, Mr. Watts perfevgred until 
the 13th, w'hen Jaffier informed him there was no longer anv 
fafety, lince the Nabob’s artillery would begin to fire upon his pa¬ 
lace the next morning : upon this Mr.. Watts, immediately left bis- 
houfe in the city, travelling in his palankin towards the Engliih 
faftorv at Coffimbuzar, where he had lately been feveral times on 
pretence of bufinefs.. There remained Mr. Collet, Mr. Sykes, and a 
furgeon, who were to make their efcape with him, and they had 
refided for fome time at a country-houfe called Maudipore, about 
two miles to the fouth of Coffimbuzar. 

Mr. Watts, flopping at the faftory of Coffimbuzar, ordered the 
domeftics to prepare a fupper, telling them, that he Ihoult! return 
in the evening with thofe atMaudipore,to which he then proceeded. 
There was in his retinue an UlbegTartar, named Mirza Shah Buz- 
beg, who had ferved many years in different armies, was an excellent 
horfeman, and on all occaflons void of fear:, he had attached him- 
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felf with much fidelity to Mr. Watts, in return for foffie fervices 
which Mr. Watts had gendered him eight years before at Patna, and 
now accoinpamed.h-is flight. The four Englifhmen and the Tartar, 
armed with piftolS,mounted their horles atMaudipore about an hour 
before funfet : they were accompanied by lome dog-keepers leading- 
greyhounds, and each horfeman was, likewife, attended by his groom 
on foot. This fcrvant in India is, by habit, capable of keeping; 
pace for fevcral hours with the horfe, although going at a great 
rate. I laving .proceeded at a gentle pace on the plain, until thev 
were about fix miles to the fouth, they lent back the dog-keepers, 
laying, that they themlelves would return leifurely another wav. 
Immediately after this they met two Coffids, or mefiengers, dil- 
patched by Colonel Clive, with a letter to Mr. Watts, permitting 
him to leave Muxadavad, if nothing more required his flay. It 
being now dark they quitted the road, and flruck to the left, 
where the country at fome diftance was uninhabited, and covered 
with thickets, along the Hurt of which they proceeded to the fouth, 
as fall as they could, until they thought themlelves 30 miles from 
Coffimbuzar. They then turned to the weft, and about midnight 
came to the village of Aguadeep, fituated on the hank of the river. 
At the entrance of the village was a party of the Nabob’s horle, 
picketed on each fide of the road in the open air ; but this guard, 
was, as ufiial at this feafon of the night, fo baft afk-cp, that not 
one of them arofe to enquire who were come amongft them. 
Having pa (Ted to the fouthci n extremity of the village, they dilco- 
vered two fmall boats, which were only capable of containing the 
riders. The Tartar, unwilling to loi'c his own horle, undertook to 
lave thofe of his companions, who, leaving them with him, imme¬ 
diately went into the boats, and rowed down the ftream about eight 
miles, to the point where the Coffimbuzar and Jelingeer rivers 
unite: here they found a party of foldiers,with fome boats, difpatched 
tocfcort them to the army. Having thus efcaped out of the reach of 
danger, they took lome refrefhment, and continued their way before 
day-break, in the boats with the foldiers ; and the next day, at 
three in the afternoon, joined the army at Culnah, a town about 15 
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miles to the north of Hughley. Mr. Watts, immediately on his ar¬ 
rival, fent back one of his own meflengers.’who chanced to be in the 
camp, to Muxadavad, with intelligence of his own fafety, and of 
the approach of the army. The Armenian Petrus, with the meffeti¬ 
ger from Meer Jaffier arrived the fame day. The Tartar, with the 
grooms, foon found a boat in which they embarked, and holding the 
horfes with the bridles lengthened, fwam them all l'afely acrois the 
river; they joined the army the clay after Mr. Watts. 

Intelligence of their flight was carried to the Nabob early in the 
morning after their departure, juft as he was about to commence 
hoftilities againft Meer Jaffier The information overwhelmed him 
with aftonifhment and terror; for it convinced him at once of what 
he had hitherto diffielieved, that the Engliffi were confederated with 
jaffier: and feeing now the whole extent of his danger, magnified 
by his own timidity, he determined, if poflible, to leparate their 
union ; and immediately revoking the orders to attack Jaffier, he 
emploj'ed emifiaries to treat with him. At the fame time feveral 
of the Nabob’s officers, on whofe friendfhip Jaffier relied, were ex¬ 
horting him to a reconciliation; to which he feemingly agreed, but, 
either through fufpicion or fcorn, refufed to vifit the Nabob. Such 
an objection at any other feafon would have excluded all further in- 
tercourfe; but the Nabob, relinquishing his ftate, went to the pa¬ 
lace of Jaffier with a retinue not fufficient to give umbrage. This 
vifit produced an agreement, ianclified, as tifual, by mutual oaths 
on the Koran. Jaffier promifed neither to join or give affiftanccto 
the Euglifh in the impending conteft; the Nabob to permit him as 
foon as peace fkould be reftored, to retire unmolefted out of the pro¬ 
vince with his family and treafures. This interview was on the 
15th, and precarious as the reconciliation was, it elated the Nabob 
fo much, that he immediately wrote in terms of defiance to colonel 
Clive, although he had not received the manifcfto fraught with ac- 
cufations, which Clive had difpatched to him on leaving Chander- 
nagore. “ He reproached the Engliffi, in the fharpeft inveclives, 
“ with the flight of Mr. Watts. Suipicion,” he laid, “ that fome 
“ trick was intended, had been the real eaufe which had induced 
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“ him to keep his-arwy fo long at Fkffy % but God runt the Prophet 
“ Would punish thole by whom the treaty was violated.” •.• lie at 
the fame tiinc ordered his whole array, in which- were now included 
the troops of jafficr, to uflcm.ble-with theuSmoft dilurfcnce at,their, 
former encampments at Plafiy, and--tent-orders to -Mr. Law, who 
was waitin-r. with his’party at J 3 og'ipofe-, to come to his a/fittancc 
with the lUvnort: expedition. ■ ■ 

'J'hc tengliih army arrived and -halted on the 16th: at Patke, a 
town on tite weftern (here of the river oi Cotiimbuzar, -about fix. 
•miles above the joint lion of this with -die Jetingeer river. Twelve 
milts above Patlee, on the fame-/fiord, is the fort-of Gatwah; the 
walls of ‘which were only of mud ; but M commanded the palTage 
of the river. The governor of this fort had prormfed to iunenaer 
aftej- a little pretended refiftance, and Major Coote-wns lent forward 
on the tytb with 200 Europeans, 500-Sepoys, .one fielchpieee, and 
a finail mortar, to liixmnon the place. The town of Cutwah lies 
about 500 yards fouth of the fort, ana is feparated from-it-by the 
Agcy, ‘a river which takes rite-in the high-lands of Berbohin. 
The detachment landed at midnight, ant! found the town abandoned; 
hut not*being able to make ufe either of -the-Mil-piece .or mortar, 
becaufc i’orne of their appurtenances had been Icit-behind,-remained 
quiet until day-break, when Major Coote went to the bank of the 
river, and waved a white flag, which'for lbmc- time -was anlwcred 
only by /hot. However, the governor at length came down to tho- 
oppofite bank, but inftead of compliance, defied the attack. As toon 
as lie was returned into the fort, the Sepoys crofted the river, and, 
under fltol ter of a ridge, fired upon the ramparts, whilit the’Euro-, 
peons marched to the left, in order to lord at fome diftance from -the 
fort. As Icon as the garrifon faw them entering the river, they let 
fire to a /lied of malts, .which had been railed to -protect- the walls 
from -the fun and rain, and-as fotm as all parts -were in .a- blaze, they 
made their .e/espe to the northward. Within the fort, and in fe- 
veral granaries in the neighbourhood,-was found as much rice., as 
would luftain 10,000 men for a year. The main body of the army- 
arrived at 'Cutwab in the-evening, and -encamped on the plain ; 
c but 
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but the next day the rainy feafon began with fuch violence, that 
they were obliged to ftrike their tents, and fhelter themfelves in 
the huts and houfes of the town. 

The Nabob’s troops feeing in the impending warfare no prolpe£t 
of plunder, as in the lacking of Calcutta, and much more danger, 
clamoroufly refufed to quit the city, until the arrears of their pay 
were difcharged : this tumult lafted three days, nor was it appealed- 
until they had obtained a large diftribution of money. Colonel Clive 
had dilpatched a letter every day lince he left Chandernagcre, in¬ 
forming. Meer Jaffier of his progrefs and llations, but he had hither¬ 
to received only one letter from Jaffier, which arrived on the j 7 th, and 
was dated the day before. I11 this Jaffier acknowledged his feemkw 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and his oath not to affift -the Eiwliffi 
againfl him; but faid, neverthelefs, that the purport of his covenant 
with them.mull be carried into execution. This ambiguous com¬ 
munication, at fo decifive a time, made Colonel Clive liifpefi that 
he might betray the Englifh, by leaguing with the Nabob, and de-r 
termined him not to crofs the river into the ifland of Coffimbuzar 
until'this doubt fhould be removed. The two next days palled in 
difappointed expedlations of farther, intelligence; but, on,the 20th, 
returned the meffenger whom Mr. Watts had dilpatched to Muxa- 
davad on his arrival at Culnah. He reported, that he had been in¬ 
troduced to Meer Jaffier and his fon Meirum,. in a private court of 
their palace,, into which, as foon as they began to queftion him, 
came feme other perfons, whom he feppofed to belong to the Na¬ 
bob; for as foon as they appeared, Meirum threatened to cut off his 
head as a fpy, and the heads of all the Englifh, if they fhould dare to 
-crofs the river into the ifland. From this report no confequences could 
be drawn; but in the evening arrived two letters from Meer Jaffier, 
dated on the 19th, one written to his agent Qmarbeg, who was in the 
Engiilh camp, and the other to Colonel Clive. This only mentioned 
that he fhould begin his march that day from the city, and that his 
tent would be either on the left or the right of the army, from 
whence he promifed to fend more frequent and explicit intelligence; 
having hitherto been deterred by the fear of dilcovery, as guards 
were ifationed on all the roads to intercept all meffens'ers. His let- 
y 2. “ ter 
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ter to Omarbeg contained feveral particulars of the reconciliation be¬ 
tween himfelf arid the Nabob, and gave fome account of the Hate of 
th? army. But neither letter explained his own defigns in the 
field, or propofed any plan of operations for the Englifh army. This 
communication, therefore, although it abated Colonel Clive’s fuf- 
picions of Jaffier’s treachery, did not confirm him in any reliance 
upon his refolution or affiftance r and much confounded by this per¬ 
plexity, as well as by the danger of coming to action without horfc, 
of which the Englifh had none, he wrote the fame day to the Ra¬ 
jah of Burdawan, who was difeontented with the Nabob, inviting 
him to join them with his cavalry, even were they only a thoufand. 
But, recollecting that the princes of Indoflan never join the ftandard 
which doubts of fuccefs, his anxieties increafed by the dread of 
thofe imputations, to which he forefaw the prefent caution of his 
conduct would be expofed, if, after having engaged the public wel¬ 
fare in a project of fuch importance and rifquejhfefhouW i w w k from 
the attempt in the very hour of event. He, therefore, determined 
to confult his officers, and aflemblcd them the next day in council. 
They were 20, and he propofed to their confideration, “ Whether 
“ the army Ihould immediately crofs into the ifland of Coffimbuzar, 
“ and at all rifques attack the Nabob ? or whether, availing them- 
“ felves of the great quantity of rice which they had taken at Cut- 
“ wah, they fhould maintain thcmfelves there during the rainy 
“ feafon, and in the mean time invite the Morattoes to enter the 
“ province and join them r” Contrary to the forms ufually pra&ifed 
in councils of war, of taking the voice of the youngeft officer firlf, 
and afceiuling from this to the opinion of the prefident. Colonel 
Clive gave his own opinion firfl, which was, “ to remain at Cut- 
“ wah and then descended to the lowefl according to the liic- 
ceffion of rank. The Majors Kilpatrick and Grant were of the fame 
opinion as himfelf, but Major Coote reafoned otherwife. He laid, 
“ that the common foldiers were at prefent confident of fuccefs; 
“ that a flop fo near the enemy w'ould naturally quell this ardour, 
“ which it w'ould be difficult to reftore ; that the arrival of the 
“ French troops with Mr. Law would add (Length to the Nabob’s 
“ force and vigour to his councils; that they would furround the 
“ Englifh 
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“ Englifh army, and cut off its communication with Calcutta, when 

“ diftreffes not vet foreteen might ruin it as effedlually as the lots 
“ of a battle. He therefore advifed, that they fhould either ad- 
“ vance and decide the conteft immediately, or immediately return 
l - to Calcutta.” It is very rare that a council of war decides for 
battle ; for as the commander never confults his officers in this au¬ 
thentic form, but when great difficulties are to be furmoimted, the 
general communication increafes the fenfe of rifque and danger 
which every one brings with him to the confultation. Thirteen 
officers were agaiuft, and only feven voted for immediate action. The 
fanflion of this council in no wife alleviated the anxieties of Clive ; 
for, as foon as it broke up, he retired alone into the adjoining grove, 
where he remained near an hour in deep meditation, which con¬ 
vinced him of the abiurdity of Hopping where he was; and aftino- 
now entirely from himfelf, he gave orders, on his return to his quar¬ 
ters, that the army fhould crois the river the next morning. 

The fick were lodged in the fort of Cutwah, and at fun-rife, on 
the aad, the army began to pafs : all were landed oh the oppofite 
fnore by four in the afternoon, at which time another meflenger ar¬ 
rived with a letter from Jaffier, which had likewife been dilpatchcd 
on the 19th, but had taken bye-roads, and was delayed by other pre¬ 
cautions. The purport was, “ That the Nabob had baltecj at Mun- 
“ carra, a village fix miles to the fouth of Coffimbuzar, and intended 
“ to entrench and wait the event at that place, where Jaffier pro- 
“ pofed that the Engliffi fhould attack him by furprize, marching 
“ round by the inland part of the ifland. Colonel Clive imme¬ 
diately fent back the meflenger with this anfwer, “ That he fhould 
“ march to Plafly without delay, and would the next morning ad- 
“ vance fix miles farther to the village ofDaudpoor; but if Meer 
“ Jaffier did not join him there, he would make peace with the 
“ Nabob.” Accordingly the troops proceeded before lun-fet, con¬ 
forming their march to the progrefs of the boats, which, as before, 
were towed again!! the ftream ; and having, by unceafing toil, ad¬ 
vanced fifteen miles in eight hours, arrived at one in the morning 
at Plafly. The army immediately took pofleflion of the adjoining 

grove, 







of an Indian camp, • Convinced them tli it they were within a md? 
«f the Nabob?.', army. His intention to, remain ;at iVIuncarfa, had 
nriJen from- a luppofttion . that the lingliih would. advance'ininic- 
dmtely litter tfeev* had taken Cutwab, and would arrive at -Plaftjr 
before Ins own conic get there; hut.as loon as he found that they., 
were not fn aciwe. he continued his match, and arrivedat the camp 
of PialTv twelve hours before tnem. 

■J her gyuucls ana centinels being ftarioned, the reft of the ttodps 
were permitted to take reft. The ibldier dept; but few. of the 
officers. and leaft-of all the commander. On the other hand, the 
de/pondencyof the Nabob lucrealed'as the hour of .danger approached'. 
Sitting m his tent, m the evening of bis arrival at the camp, it chanced 
that his attendants quitted him one after another in order to fay their 
uftial prayers at fvm-fet, until they left him quite alone ; when a 
common fellow, either through ignorance, or with an intention to. 
•fteal, entered the tent unperceived, until he was dilcovcred by the 
Nabob; who ftarting from the gloomy reflcclions in which -he' .Was 
ahforbdd, haftily recalled his attendants with this emphatic excla¬ 
mation, “ Sure, they fee me dead.” 

The grove of PlaiTy extended north and fouth about 800 yards in 
length, and 300 in breadth, and was planted with mango-trees, in. 
regular rows. It was indoted by a flight bank and ditch, but the , 
ditch was choaked with coaffe weeds and brambles. The angle to 
the fouth-weft was 200 yards from the,river, but that to the north- 
weft: not more than 50. A little to the north of the grove, apd oft 
the bank of the river, flood a hunting-houfe of the Nabob’s,-encom- 
pafled by a garden-wall. The river, a mile before It reaches this 
Tioufe, curves to the fouth-weft nearly in the ffiape Of an ho'He-thOe, 
including a peninfula about three miles in circumference, of .which 
the neck, from the ftream to the. ft ream again, is not more than a 
qdaiter of a mile acioft. About 300 yards to the Touth of the-pc- 
ninfula, began an entrenchment, which Roydoohib had throwmrp 
to fecure his camp : the fotithern face, fronting the grove of Plaffy, 
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extended nearly in a ftraight line, about zoo yards inland from the 1757. 
bank of the river ; and then turning to the north-eaft by an obtufe 
angle, continued nearly in this diredtion about three miles. Within 
this entrenchment encamped the whole army, of which a part like- 
wife occupied the peninfula. In the angle was raifed a redoubt, on 
which cannon were mounted. About 300 yards to the eaft of this 
redoubt, but without the camp, was a hillock covered with trees ; 
and 800 yards to the fbuth of this hillock and the redoubt, was a 
l'mall tank or pond; and 100 yards farther to the foutli was another, 
but much larger tank : both, as all fuch public refervoirs of water in 
Bengal, were Jurrounded by a large mound of earth at the diftance 
of fome yards from the margin of the water. 

At day-break, the enemy’s army iffuing from many different open¬ 
ings of the camp, began to advance towards the grove ; 50,000 foot, 

18,000 horfe, and 50 pieces of cannon. The greateft part of the 
foot were armed with matchlocks, the reft with various arms, pikes, 
iwords, arrows, rockets. The cavalry, both men and horfes, drawn 
from the northern regions, were much ftouter than any which ferve 
in the^ armies of Coromandel. The cannon were rnoftly of the 
largeft calibres, 24 and 32 pounders; and thefe were mounted on 
the middle of a large ftage, raifed fix feet from the ground, carrying 
befides the cannon, all the ammunition belonging to it, and the 
gunners themfelves who managed the cannon, on the ftage itfelf. 

Thefe machines were drawn by 40 or 50 yoke of white oxen, 
of the largeft fize, bred in the country of Purnea ; and behind each 
cannon walked an elephant, trained to affift at difficult tugs, by 
fhcviiig with his forehead againfl the hinder part ct the carriage. 

The infantry and cavalry marched in many leparate and compact 
bodies. Forty vagabond Frenchmen under the command ot one 
Sinfray, appeared at the larger tank, that neareft tne erove. witn 
four pieces of light cannon. Two larger piece d c 1 a 1 
on a line with this tank, clofe to the bank ot the river. Behind tnc-Je 
pofts 5000 horfe and 7000 foot took their ftation under the com¬ 
mand of Meet Murdeen, and the foil of Moonlol. Tne reit 01 tne 
army in large columns of horfe and foot extended 111 a curve u om the 
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lift of the hillock near their camp, to the ground about 8co yards 
call of thei'outhern angle of the grove of Plaffy ; and in this part 
were the troops of Meer Jaffier, Roydoolub, and Latty. In all the 
openings between the columns were interlperfed the artillery, two, 
three! and four pieces together. 

Colonel Clive, viewing the enemy's array from the top of thehunt- 
.ing-houfe, was iurprized at their numbers, aswell as the (plendor and 
confidence of their array: but judging, that if his own troops remained 
in the grove, the enemy would impute the caution to fear, and grow 
bolder, he drew them up in a line with the hunting-houle, and 
facing to the neareft tank. . They were 900 Europeans, of whom 
100 were artillery-men, and 50 were failors ; 100 Topafles, and 
1100 Sepoys; the artillery were eight field-pieces, all fix-pounders, 
and two howitz : the Topafles were blended in the battalion with 
die Europeans, the failors aflifted the artillery-men. The battalion 
with three field-pieces on the right, and the latne number on their 
left, were in the centre ; on the right and left of which extended 
the Sepoys in two equal divifions. The other two field-pieces and 
the howitzes were advanced 200 yards in front of the left divifion of 
Sepoys,, and polled behind two brick-kilns. This line extended 600 
yards beyond the right of the grove ; but the dillance of the enemy 
in this quarter, prevented any danger of their falling upon the flank 
before whatfoever troops were ' ordered could fall back, and range 
along the calf fide of the grove. The firlt fliot was fired by the 
enemy, at eight o’clock, from the tank ; it killed one, and wounded 
another of the grenadier company, which was polled on the right 
of the battalion. This, as a fignal, was followed by the continual 
fire of the reft of the Nabob’s artillery on the plain. But moll of 
their fliot flew too high. The two advanced field-pieces anfwered 
the fire from the tank, and thole with the battalion adled againA 
the different divifions of heavy artillery on the plain ; but fil ing out 
of the reach of point-blank fliot, hit none of the enemy's guns ; 
neverthelefs, every Ihot took place, either in one or other of the 
bodies of infantry or cavalry. But ten for one killed, was no ad¬ 
vantage in fuch a difparity of numbers, and in half an hour the 
Engliih 
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Englifh loft io Europeans and 20 Sepoys ; on which Colonel Clive 
ordered the whole army to retire into tire grive. The enemy elated 
by this retreat, advanced their heavy artillery nearer, and fired with, 
greater vivacity than before ; but their foot onlv {truck the trees ; 
for the troops were ordered to fit down, whilft the field-pieces alone 
anl'wered the enemy’s cannon from behind the bank. ExpIofioaS 
of powder were frequently obierved nmongft their artillery. At 
eleven o’clock Colonel Clive confulted his officers at the drum 
head; and it was'refolved to maintain the cannonade during the day, 
but at midnight to attack the Nabob’s camp. About noon a very 
heavy ffiower covered the plain, and very foon damaged the enemy’s 
powder fo much, that their fire flackened continually; but the Englifh 
ammunition ferved on. The Nabob had remained in his tent out of 
the reach of danger, continually flattered by his attendants and officers, 
of whom one half were traitors, with afTurances of viftory; but about 
noon he was informed, that Meer Murdeen, the beft and mo/! faith¬ 
ful of his generals, was mortally wounded by a cannon-ball: The 
misfortune difturbed him to excefs ; he immediately fent for Meer 
Jaffier'; and as foon as he entered the tent, flung his turban on the 
ground, faying, “ Jaffier, that turban you mull defend.” The 
other bowed, and tvith his hands on his breaft, promifed his utinoft 
fcrvices ; and returning to his troops and affociates, immediately dif- 
patched a letter to Colonel Clive, informing him of what had pafled, 
and advifing him either to pufh forward in lire inftaut, or at all 
events, to attack the Nabob’s camp at three the next morning ; but 
the meffenger was afraid to proceed whilft the firing continued. In 
the mean time, the'terrors of the Nabob increaled continually: Roy- 
doolub taking advantage of them, counfelled him to return to his 
capital : his advice prevailed, arid the Nabob ordered the army to re¬ 
treat into the intrenchments. 

Accordingly, about two o’clock, the enemy ceafed the cannonade, 
and were perceived yoking the trains of oxen to their artillery, and 
as Icon a? tbefe were in motion, their whole army turned and pro¬ 
ceeded (lowly towards the camp. But Sinfray with his party and 
field-pieces frill maintained his poll at the tank. This was a good 
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{lalion to -caononarfo tile, enemy from, durinii flicir rcireat ; and 
Major.Kilpatrick impatient to iciw; the opportunity, -advanced'from 
the grove with two companies of the battalion, and.two field-pieces, 
rnanJib'’- (ait towards the tank, and feut information of his intention, 
and the reafon of Si, to. his commander, who chanced at this time 
to be lying down in ihe-lsunting-hoofe.- • Some fay he "was afleep j 
which is not improbable, eon'kiciing how-.little reft he had had for. 
fo many hours before ; but this is no imputation either kguinft his 
courage or conduct-. Starting up, he ran immediately to the detach¬ 
ment, reprimanded Kilpatrick fharply for .-making -inch a motion 
without his orders, commanded him to return to the grove, ami bring 
up the reft ■ of the army ; and their proceeded birmelf with the de- • 
tachment to the tank, which Sinfrav, feeing his party left without ; 
fupport, abandoned; and retreated-, to the redoubt of the intrench- 
•ment,' where he planted his field-pieces ready to a£l a stain.- 

As the main bod}' of the Englifli troops .were advancing to the 
tank, that part of the Nabob’s army, which in the beginning of the 
aftion had formed oppofite to the fouth-caft angle of the grove, of 
PjafTy, lingered in the retreat behind the reft, and when they had 
paffed the parallel of the grove, halted, faced, and advanced towards 
the north-eaft angle. The/e were the troops of Meer Jaificr ; but 
their llgnals not being underfbod, it was fuppofed that they intended - 
to fall upon the baggage and boats at the grove, whilft the Englilh 
army were engaged at the tank. Three platoons of the line, whilft: 
in march, and a field-piece, were detached to oppoft. them, under the 
command of Captain Grant and Lieutenant Rumbold and Mr, John 
Johnftone, a volunteer, managed the field-piece, the fire of which 
icon flopped the approach of the fuppofed enemy. Meanwhile the 
army being arrived at the tank, .got all their field-pieces upon the 
mound, and from thence began to cannonade into the Nabob's camp; 
on which, many of the troops came again out-of die intrenebment, 
and fevers! pieces of their artillery were likewife preparing to return; 
on this. Colonel Clive advanced nearer, and polled half his. troops 
and artillery at thelefler tank, and the other half at a rifing ground 
about 200 yards to .the left of it. From theie Rations the cannonade 
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was renewed with more efficacy than before, and killed many of the 
oxen which were drawing the artillery, which threw all the trains 
that were approaching into diforder. On the other hand, the 
Frenchmen with Sinfray plyed their field-pieces from the redoubt; 
and matchlocks from the intrenchments, from ditches, hollows, and 
every hole or fhelter, as alfo from the bulhes on the hillock eaft of 
the redoubt, kept up a conftant although irregular fire, whilft the 
cavalry advanced feveral times threatening to charge fword in hand, 
but were always flopped and repulfed by the quick firing of the En- 
giilh field-pieces. Neverthelefs, the Englifh buffered as much in this, 
as they had during all the former operations of the day. At length 
the troops of Jaffier appeared moving away from the field of battle, 
without joining the reft of the Nabob’s army ; which convincing 
Colonel Clive who they were, he determined to make one vigorous 
effort for vidiory by attacking at once Sinfray’s redoubt, and the 
eminence to the eaftward of it, in the cover of which an ambufcade 
was fufpefted. Two divifions of the army were appointed to the 
two attacks, and the main body advanced in the centre ready to 
fupport both, and to aft, as occafion fhould- offer, of itfelf. The 
divilion on the right gained the eminence without firing or receiving 
a fingle fhot. At the fame time the left marched up to the redoubt, 
which Sinfray, finding himfelf again deferted by his allies, quitted 
without farther refiftance, and without carrying off his field-pieces. 
Thus the whole of the Englifh army entered the camp at five o’clock, 
without other obftacle than what they met from tents, artillery, 
baggage, and ftores, difperfed around them, and abandoned by an 
army which out-numbered them ten to one, and were flying before 
them on all fides in the utmoft confufion. 

The caule of this hidden panic was the flight of the Nabob, who 
hearing that Meer Jaffier remained inactive on the plain, and that 
the Englifh were advancing to ftorm his camp, mounted a camel, 
and fled at the utmoft pace of the animal, accompanied by about 
2000 horfemen. The viftory was decided, and was confirmed by 
the arrival of the meffenger' with the letter fent by Meer Jaffier at 
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1757. noon ; foon after came another, whom Colonel Clive immediately 
'juncT"' returned with a note, rtejuefting Meer Jaffier to meet him the next 
morning at Davrdpore. 

The English fbldiers being told, that th;y fhould receive a dona¬ 
tion of money, received the orders to march 011 to Daud]>ore with 
acclamations, nor fliewed any deiire to ftop for the plunder which 
lay fprearl around them. They halted, however, until the eomr.iif- 
laries had taken polleffion of as many oxen as fafiiced for all the artil¬ 
lery and carriages of the army: their own being much inferior to the 
Nabob’s. A detachment was lent forward, under Major Coote, to 
purfoe, or rather to- obferve if the enemy rallied ; and the whole 
army arrived-at eight o’clock, arid-relied at Daudpore. This impor¬ 
tant vidtory was gained with little lots. Only 16 Sepoys were killed, 
and 36 wounded, many of whom fttghtly : and of the Europeans 
about 20 were killed and wounded ; of which number, fix of the 
killed, and ten of the wounded, were of the artillery, as were like- 
wife the only two officers who were wounded during the different 
operations of the day. 

In the morning, Colonel Clive deputed Mr. Scrafton and Omarbeg 
to conduct Meer Jaffier to Daudpore, who received them with re- 
lerve, and an air of anxiety, as if he apprehended that the Englifh 
refented his conduM, in not having joined them, conformably to his 
promifes ; he, however, immediately proceeded with them toDaud- 
pore, accompanied by his foil, Meirum, and his ufual retinue. 
On entering the Englifh camp, he alighted from his elephant, and 
the guard drew out, and refted their arms, to receive him with the 
uiual honours. Not knowing the meaning of this compliment, he 
ifarted back, as if he thought it a preparation to his dcftrudlion 
hut Colonel Clive advancing liaftily, embraced, and laluted him 
Nabob of Bengal, Belrar, and Orixa, which removed his fears.. 
They conferred about an hour, he making lome apologies, and the 
Colonel no reproaches ; but advifed him to proceed immediately to 
the city, and not to fuffer Surajah Dowlah to efcape, nor his treafures 
to be plundered. Meer Jaffier returning to his troops, haftened with 
them to Muxadavad, and arrived there in the evening, that is, of 
3 the 
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the 24th. Colonel Clive then difpatched letters to Roydoolnb, Lattv, 
Momckchund, and to Monickchund lit promifed that no en- 

0 1 t 1 1 he made concerning the plunder of Calcutta. The army 

1 1 the afternoon, and halted fix miles beyond Daudpore. 
Suiaiaa Dowlah got to the city before the midnight after the 
ftk id 1 ot a few of his principal officers arrived there alrnoft 
as loon as him felt. Thefe be aflembled. in council. Some advifed 
him to deliver Inmfelf up to the Englilh, which he imputed to trea-- 
cilery ; others propofed, that he fnould encourage the army by the 
1 c f gi c if rewards, and appear again at their head in the morn¬ 
ing. This he teemed to approve,, and, having ordered an immediate 
diftnbution ot three months pay to the troops, difmiffed the council, 
and retired into the feraglio, where, left, to his own .reflections and 
h;s women, his terrors returned. 

Tnc next morning,, the 24th, he fent away his women, with co 
elephants laden with their furniture and neccfiaries, and with them- 
a great part of his own jewels, and fome gold rupees: and determined 
to efcape himfelf in the ■ night ;• but, having loft all confidence in 
every'officer of diftinction, whofe fortunes either he himfelf or his 
grandfather had made, he intrufted his intentions only to the eunuch 
who governed his feraglio. The arrival of Meer Jaftier in the even¬ 
ing, although- he attempted nothing immediately, haftened the 
Nabob’s departure. Having clifguifed himfelf in a mean drefs, he 
went fecretly at ten o’clock at night .out of a window, carrying a 
cafket of his mod valuable jewels, and attended only by his favourite 
concubine and the eunuch. They got undifeovered into a boat, which 
the eunuch had prepared at the wharf of the palace: it immediately 
rowed away to the northward. Itwas his intention to efcape.to Mr. 
Taw, and with him to Patna, the governor of which province was a- 
faithful adherent to his family. At midnight, Meer Jaffier was in¬ 
formed of his flight, and immediately fent feveral parties in purfuit 
of him. In the morning,, the whole city was in confulion, no one 
knowing what was become of their late Nabob, and not perceiving 
his ftation occupied by any other. M0011I0I, and feveral others of 
the Nabob’s familiars, were taken in the forenoon, endeavouring to 

make 
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n> ike tlioii < flap , -uid i! no t day the women, tvit.h the elephants 
belonging to the lcrasrlw. winch the Nabob had lent away previous to 
his own departure, wore flopped dy fome of Mccr. Jafficr’s troops at 
Bogwangolah, a town on the great arm of the Ganges, 15 miles to 
the n.e. of Muxaaavad. 

The Kngluh armv arrived at noon, -the 25th, and baited at Mau- 
dipoor, lrotn whence Colonel Clive fent forward Mi’. Watts and Mr. 
Wallh, attended bv too Sepovs: they arrived at three m the afternoon 
in the city, and wilted Mecr faffier, who then dilpatched more 
parties m purfvut ol Smajah Dowlah. Their vifit convinced tire in¬ 
habitants whom they were to lookup to as their future lord, and 
their exhortations, lcconded by the- vicinity of tbe.Enghfh army, 
encouraged Mcer Jaflier to proclaim bimfelf Nabob. 

The next day, the 26th, Watts and Walih vifited the Seats> where 
they met Meer Jaffierand Roydoolub, and conferred concerning the 
payment of the ftipuiated monies, but Roydoolub limited perunacioully 
that the whole amount of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures was notluffi- 
cient to fopply it. The reffitution, with the donations to the fqua- 
dron, the army, and the committee, -amounted to 22,000,000 of 
Secca rupees, equal to 2,750,000 pounds. But other donations were 
promifed, which have force been the foundation of feveral fortunes, 
although not then publicly avowed. 

Mr. Watts propofed, that, the Seats fhould fopply the deficiency, 
and repay themieives-out of the future revenues. Roydoolub re¬ 
plied, that the Seats could not advance crores of rupees ; a a cre is 
10,000,000. His objections raifed as unfavourable prejudices oF.his 
charafter, as were entertained of Omichund ; but the next-day, the 
27th, the deputies had rcalcaufe to think evil of him ; for the Seats 
fent Rungeet Roy to inform them, that a confutation had.been 
held in the night, between Roydoolub, Mccrum the fon of:• Meer 
Jaffier, and Cuddum Huffain Cawn, an officer of dillinction, in 
which it was propofed to affaffinate Colonel Clive, who intended to. 
have gone to the city that day; but changed his refolution on this 
notice, and waited all the next at Coffimbuzav for farther- in¬ 
formation concerning this plot; during which, his apprehcnlions'. 
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were removed, but by what intelligence we do not know. On the - 
29th in the morning, he entered the city', 'efcofted by 200 of the 
battalion and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded to the habitation allotted 
for him. It was a palace and a garden, called Moraudbaug, and 
fpacious enough to accommodate all the troops which accom¬ 
panied him. Here he was immediately vilited by Meerum, with 
whom he went to the palace of the late Nabob, where Meer 
Jaffier with all the great officers in the city were waiting for him. 
In the hall of audience was fixed the MuJ'nud or throne, in which 
Surajah Dowlah ufed to appear in public. Jaffier, after the firft fa- 
Jutation at the entrance, returned towards theinnerpartof thehallwith 
Colonel Clive, and feerned defirous to avoid the Mttfnud, which 
Clive perceiving, led him to it, and having placed him on it, made 
obcifance to him, as Nabob of the provinces, in the ulual forms, 
and prefented a plate with gold rupees; he then, by an interpreter, 
exhorted the great men to be joyful that fortune had given them fo 
good a prince, in exchange for fuch a tyrant as Surajah Dowlah; on 
which they likewife paid homage, and prefented gold. The- next 
morning Jaffier vilited Clive, and Conferred with him on the Rate 
of the treafury, alleging, as Roydoolub had done, that there -was 
not Efficient to anfwer all his engagements to the Engliffi, but 
that he was neverthelefs ready to agree to any reafonable accommo¬ 
dation. Clive propofed, and Jaffier agreed, to refer the matter to 
the Seats ; and, in order to extinguiffi as foon as poffible this brand of 
contention, they proceeded immediately to the houfe of the Seats, 
accompanied by Watts, Scrafton, Meerum, and Roydoolub. Omi- 
clruud, who was attending, followed, thinking himfelf, at this very 
time, in as high a degree of eftimation with Clive, as any one who 
had contributed to the revolution ; but, on his arrival at the Seats, 
finding that he was not invited to the carpet where the others were 
in conference, he fat down at a diftance near the outward part of the 
hall. 

The treaties, as written in Perfic and Engliffi, were read, explained, 
and acknowledged. After much converfation, Roydoolub infilling 
always on the fcantinels of the treafury, it was agreed that one half 

of 
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rupees be expected fhould have been paid to him, and be left to 

enjoy them in oblivion and contempt. * 

On the 2d of July, two days after the conference at the Seats. 
news came to the city that Surajah Dowlah was taken, and the re¬ 
port excited murmurs amongft a great part of the army encamped 
around. The rowers of his boat, fatigued with exceflive toil, flop¬ 
ped in the night at Rajah Mahal, and the Nabob, with his concu¬ 
bine, took fhelter in a defected garden ; where he was difeovered 
at break of day by a man of mean condition, whofe ears he had 
caufed to be cut off, when at this place about thirteen months before 
he took the fatal and furious refolution of returning from his in¬ 
tended expedition againft Purneah, to the deftruftion of Calcutta. 
The injured man revealed him to the brother of Meer Jaffier, re¬ 
ading in the town, and he to the foldiers wdio were feeking him. 
They hurried him back to Muxadavad with the eager diligence of 
men who knew the value of their prize; and to .recommend them- 
lelves flill more to their employers, treated him with every kind of 
infolence and indignity compatible with the prefervation of his life. 
In this manner they brought him, about midnight, as a common 
felon, into the prefence of Meer Jaffier, in' the very palace which 
a few days before had been the feat of his own refidence and def- 
potic authority. It is faid that Jaffier feemed to be moved with 
compaffion ; and well he might, for he owed all his former for¬ 
tunes to. the generality and favour of Allaverdy, who died in firm 
reliance, that Jaffier would repay his bounties by attachment and 
fidelity to this his -darling adoption ; who, himfelf, to Jaffier atleaft, 
was no criminal. Surajah Dowlah proftrated himfelf, and with ex- 
ceffive tremor and tears implored for life alone. But Meerum, the 
fon of Jaffier, a youth not feventeen, fierce, barbarous, and in his 
nature cruel as Surajah Dowlah himfelf, infilled on inftant death. 
Jaffier ordered theprifoner to be removed, and the foldiers who had. 
taken led him into a diftant chamber, one of the vileft of the pa¬ 
lace, which they guarded in expectation of farther orders. Moftof 
the principal men in the government were at this time in the pa¬ 
lace, lome to. teffify their refpeifls, others to traniu.ft the affairs of 
Vor.. II. ■ -2 A their 
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■bcu offices. All thefe faffier ccmfiiited, Some, although they 
had- before trembled at the frown of Surajah Dowjah; now de-. 
ipifr-ri the tnentinefs of his nature, more than they, had dreaded the. 
malignancy of ins difpofinon : others, for their own fakes,, did 
not efuie to encourage their new fovereign in defpotic aits ofblood- 
fned : home were actuated he veneration for the memory of Alla- 
verdv : others wilhed to prcfciwe Surajah Dowkh, either as a refource 
to themfeives, or as- a-reftraint upon Jafficr.; all - thefe proposed Ga¬ 
fina but mild impri&nment. But the reft, who were.more fubtle 
courtiers, fcconded the opinion • o/Mccrum, reprefenting the ril'qtjes 
of-revolt and revolution to which the government, of jafficr would 
continually be expofed, wbilft Surajah Dowlah Jived; Jalfier him- 
ihlf gave-no opinion ; and Meerurn feeing his umvil’.iiigncfs to pror 
nomicc, advifed him to goto reft t and he himiclf.would take care 
of the prifener. Jaffier,. pretending to tinderftand thefe- words as 
If they meant no violence, difmified the affembly, and retired into 
the inward apartments of the palace ; when Meerum privately ftnt 
one of his own menial ferva-nts, in whom he rneft confided, to the 
guard, with the fetal mandate ; which they received with the ruth- 
lefs alacrity, of ruffians who murder for reward. : 'Iheir boifterous 
intrufion into the chamber convinced Surajah Dowlah of their pur- . 
pofe, and the inftant terrors of death threw him into-a ftrong agony 
of bitter lamentation. At length lie recovered fufficiently to.aft 
leave to make his ablutions, and to fay his prayers, A pot of water 
chanced'to-be near, which the executioners, impatient to perform 
rheir work, haftilv threw over his head. The ferv.ant then .{truck 
with his poignard, and. the others finifhed the maflacre with their 
fwords. His mangled remains were cxpofbd, in the morning; 
through the city, upon an elephant, and then carried to the tomb 
of Ailaverdy. where they were buried. The populace beheld the 
proceffion with awe and confternation ; and the loldicry, having ho 
longer the option of two lords,, accepted tire prosaifi.8 of Jafficr,.and 

retrained from tarmilt. 
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Thus periffied Surajah Dowlah, in the 20th year of his agej and 
the 15th month of his reign, by the hands of violence, as his father 
and grandfather had perilhed before him, and by means not unlike 
thofc which were employed by both his grandfathers to deftroy the 
heir of their benefaftor, by whom they, as Jaffier by them, had 
been promoted from obfcurity to the higheft ranks of the Bate. 
There were found with his i’ecretary copies of the letters he had 
written to Mr. Buffy in Chicacole, and to Mr. Law in Behar. In one 
to Mr. Bully, dated a few days after he had fworn to the peace con- . 
eluded with the Englilh on the 6th of February, he prefieth him to 
fend 2000 men under the command of truBy officers, and in another 
invites him to marchhimfelf with bis whole force into Bengal. To 
Mr. Law he writes foon after his departure into Behar, and before 
the confederacy againB himfelf began to move, that he is determined 
to attack the Englifh, and orders him to return immediately with 
his party to Muxadavad. Tyrant as he was, if he had refpeefed the 
advice of his grandfather Allaverdy, and not have excited the detef- 
tation of the Gentoos, at the lame time that he was rendering him¬ 
felf dreadful to the principal Mahomedan officers of his court, the 
Englilh would have found no alliance fufficient to have ventured the 
rifque of dethroning him : but it is probable that the fame iniquity 
of cbaradler, which urged him to the deflruftion of Calcutta, would 
foon have called forth other avengers of other atrocious deeds. 

The party of Frenchmen, with Mr. Law, advanced from Bogii- 
pore as foon as they received the laft fummons of Surajah Dowlah, 
but fo late, that they had not paffed Tacriagully; when they heard 
fome confuted reports of the battle of Plafly, on which Mr. Law 
halted, waiting for more certain information. Had he immediately 
proceeded 20 miles farther, he would the next day have met and fared 
Surajah Dowlah, and an order of events, very different from thole 
which we have to relate, would in all probability have enfued. After 
waiting two days at Tacriagully, Mr. Law received intelligence that 
he was taken ; on which he immediately marched back into Behar, 
intending to offer his fervice to Ramnarain, the vice-nabob of the 
province. 
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Of all the Gentoo", whom Allavevdy had railed to high appoint¬ 
ments, Ramnarain Items to have been the only one, whole gratitude 
had not been ellranged by the defpotic caprices of Surajah Dowlah, 
But they were connected by the fame refentments : for, whilfl Sura¬ 
jah Dowlah was harbouring grudge againft Meer Jaffier at Muxada- 
vad, Ramnarain was at variance with a brother, and a brother-in- 
law of Meer Jaffier, who held couliderable employments at Patna. 
The knowledge of this animofity had deterred Roydoolub, although 
connected with Ramnarain by religion as well as bufmefs, from at¬ 
tempting to gain- bis concurrence to the confederacy ; nor does it 
appear that Ramnarain knew anything of it until it was brought to 
the point of deeffion. In the mean while, he regarded the party 
with Mr. Law as an important refource tq Surajah Dow lah, in cafe 
hoftilities Ihould be renewed with the Englilh, and had accordingly 
fupplied them, although fecretly, with the means of fubfiflence 
ever fince they had retreated into bis province. The new regency 
at Muxadavad had, therefore, no reafon to expcfl his willing ac- 
quiefeeuce to the revolution, or not to fufpedi that he would not 
entertain the party with Mr. Law, anti even ftrengthen himfelf Rill 
more by alliances with the neighbouring powers to the weftward. 
The bell means of averting thefe confequences confilled in fending, 
a detachment expedite and llrong enough to dellroy the French 
party before they reached Patna, or a force fufficient to deter Ram- 
narain from taking them into his pay when they Ihould arrive there. 

Meer Jaffier, notwithllanding the feeming acquiefcence of the 
foldiery to his acceffion, was afraid totrull any confiderable body of 
them at a dillance, and efpecially in the precarious province of Be- 
har; but was alhamed to acknowledge his miftruft, which Clive pene¬ 
trated, and determined to undertake the expedition with the Englilh 
troops alone. The detachment confided of 230 Europeans, three 
companies each of 100 Sepoys, 50 Lalcai s, and two field-pieces, 
both fix,pounders, and Major Coote was appointed t* the command. 
The baggage, (lores, carriages, ammunition, and provifions, were 
laden m 40 boats, all of which were very ill equipt, whether with, 
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rowers or tackle; and, neverthelefs, were not ready before the 6th 
of July, when they left Muxadavad; by which-time the French 
party had got half-way to Patna. 

The news of the battle of Plafly was brought to Calcutta on the 
25th of June in a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Drake, the go¬ 
vernor, who immediately communicated it to the council. The 
victory was deemed decilive; and all reftraints of fecrecy being now 
removed, the purport of the treaties were revealed by the members 
of the council to all they met. In a few minutes all the inhabit¬ 
ants of the town, impatient to hear or tell, were in the flreets. 
The reftitution of public and private property ; the donations to 
the fquadron, the army, and individuals; the grants to the compa¬ 
ny; the privileges to the Englifh commerce ; the comparifon of 
the prolperity of this day with the calamities in which the colony 
was overwhelmed at this very feafon in the preceding year; in a 
word, this fudden reverfe and profufion of good fortune intoxicated 
the Readied minds, and hurried every one into the exetfies of in¬ 
temperate joy ; even envy and hatred forgot their energies, and were 
reconciled, at lead for a while, to familiarity and good-will ; for 
every one faw that his own portion of advantages was intimately 
and infeparably blended with that of every other perfon in the 
fcttlement. 

The Prefidency immediately prepared a vefiel to carry thefe wel¬ 
come tidings to England. Mr. Maningham, who had been de¬ 
puted from Fulta to Madrafs, chancing to return at this time to 
Calcutta, was fent to Muxadavad, where Colonel Clive, Mr. 
Watts, and himfelf, were appointed to aft as a committee in the 
management of all public affairs. Their firft care was to get the 
money ftipulated by the treaties. Roydoolub perfided in his affer- 
tions of the fcantinefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafury, and endea¬ 
voured to prove them by fafts which were not true. At length, 
after a variety of difeuflions and equivocations, the committee by the 
6th of July received, in coined (ilver, 7,271,666 rupees.. This trea¬ 
sure was packed up in 700 chefts, and laden in 100 boats, which 
proceeded under the care of foldiers to ISudiah ; from whence they 



dcftniftion of Calcutta. Never before did the Englith nation at 
one time .obtain iuch a prise in fbhd -money; for it amounted, (in 
the mint) To 8.00,000 pounds jberlmg. From real or. pretended dif¬ 
ficulties, no more money was received until the 9th of Augti/ 1 , 
when Roydoolub paid 1,65^,358 rupees;.and on the 30th of the 
lame month he delivered gold, jewels, and cafh, amounting to 
r »599’7i7 : the three payments amounted to ,10,765,737, 

rupees. The whole fum agreed to be paid, as one half ofthe flipu- 
lations of the treaty, was 11.350,000 rupees: the deficiency, 584,905-, 
was ftill delayed ; but the-comnnfiion which had been protnifcd, was ■ 
paid to Roydoolub. 

During the receipts of the money the committee had like wife at¬ 
tended to the other articles of the treaty. A mint was dtablifhed at 
Calcutta, and the iirft rupees were coined there on the 19th of 
Auguft. Agents were ient to re-eftablifh the iubordmate fadfories. 
Mandates from the Nabob were iffued for the freedom of the-Eng- 
lifn trade throughout the province, but permitting it.ordy under the 
ufual paffport of the company’s duftuck, and without exemption 
from the former prohibitions of dealing in any commodities* except¬ 
ing- inch as were imported, or-were purchafed to be exported to lea. 
It was difficult to define the limits of the lands ceded to the com¬ 
pany, fouth of Calcutta, • for they had never been jurveyed by-the 
government ; and great rpiantiti.es of fait being manufadlured in the 
diftridts neareft. the fea, the tenants and renters who gained much 
by this commodity, were averfc to the intfodudtion of new matters, 
who, as merchants, might wilh to appropriate .this trade .to them- 
lelvcs: their patrons, relenting the-lols of tbofe prefents and ad¬ 
vantages, which they received for their protedlion, fuggefted every 
obftacle to prevent the Nabob from giving thefe diftridts to the 
Englifh.; and prevailed fo far, that it was agreed the company fhould 
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not exercife any authority in them, until all the lands had been 
furveyed, and every man’s pofleffion aicertaftied. 

All the profperities which had been imagined on the news of the 
battle of Plaify were now realized in Calcutta. A committee of the 
moll refpeflable inhabitants were appointed to diftribute the money 
received for the reflitution of the lofles of individuals, and executed 
the office with much difcretion and equity. Commerce revived 
throughout the fettlement, and affluence began to fpread in every 
houfe ; but as it is the nature of man to err with great changes- 
of fortune, many, not content with the undifputed advantages ac¬ 
cruing from the revolution, immediately began to trade in fait and 
other articles, which had hitherto been prohibited to all Europeans; 
and Meer Jaffier complained of thefe encroachments within a month: 
after his accefiion, which, although checked for the prefent, were; 
afterwards renewed, and at laft produced much more miichief than- 
even difintereffed fagacity could have forefeem 

Admiral Watfon barely lived to fee the effefts of thofe fuceefTes r 
to which his conduit had fo much contributed : he died on the 
16th bf Auguft, after five days illnefs, of the malignant fever pe¬ 
culiar at this feafon of the year to the lower climate of. Bengal. 
The franknefs and integrity of his nature, and his zeal for the ho¬ 
nour of his nation, had endeared him to all ranks of his country¬ 
men, wherefoever he appeared in India. 

In this interval continual advices had been received from Major 
Coote of the progress of his detachment, which had met with even 
more interruptions than might have been expefted from the infuf- 
ficiencies of the outfet. The boats, for want of rowers, could not 
be towed as faft as the troops marched on fhore, which-obliged him, 
before they arrived at the head of the ifland of Coffimbuzar, to prefs 
87 men out of three large trading boats which were coming down 
the river. On the 10th of July, which was the 4th day after their 
departure from Muxadavad, the troops, and on the 11th the boats, 
arrived at Rajahmahal, 40 miles beyond Muxadavad, where a bro¬ 
ther of Meer Jaffier commanded ; he had lent t2ohorfe to meet the 
detachment on the road, and promifed every other kind of affiflance, 







i«!! vtordcd none. However, after jive days delav, the boats Were- 
repaired,' lntt the hortotoen refuted to proceed-without two months’ 
pay which Major Coote had neither money or orders to-furmfli: lie 
therefore continued his march without- them on.,the ffjtli, and on 
the j ytb ariivcd at: Bogiipore, which is 65.miles from J-tajalimabnk • • 
Here he received intelligence, that Mr. .Law’s party bat! four 
days before palled the city of Patna, which is -55••miles beyond. 
Bno'hpore. Major Coote left this place on tire rptb, and was .followed-• 
the next day by 60 horfemetij. lent by the governor, under-the com¬ 
mand of Iris Ion. On the 21 ft, the borfemcn,-Loops, and boats,1 ar¬ 
rived at Mongheir, .which by the road is 35 miles - farther, - llte ■ 
garrifon, on the . appearance of the- detachment, who expected to - 
have been admitted into the fort, manned the-rar,apart?, and foewed 
their lighted matches, which obliged the troops to .march round- 
the-walls. On the -23d they arrived at-Burliia, 30 miles farther.cn.- 
Bv this time fo many inifcliances had happened to the-fleet of boats, 
fevcral having been loft, others ftranded. and forae continually, 
breaking from the towing-lines, that Major Coote landed the field- 
pieces aud ammunition at Burhia, and the fame evening -proceeded- 
Jix miles, farther-to Darriapore. At two in the afternoon of the 
next day the troops arrived at Punarack, j 1 miles farther. 
During this march all the European fiddlers were holding mutinous 
language in complaints of their hardfliips and fatigues. Major Coote, 
impatient to reach Patna, refolved to referve their chaftifement until 
he arrived there, but, as an immediate dilgrace, jnit them all into the 
boats, and the fame evening marched himfclf at the head of the Sepoys 
5 miles farther to the town of Bliar. Proceeding, with .them the next 
day, which was the . 25th, whilft the Europeans - were following at. 
Jeifure, he arrived at night-at. Futwah, - which is 26 miles-from. 
Bhar, and only feven from Patna. During this day's march-he 
received two letters, and they were thefirft, from-Ramnaraim, apo¬ 
logizing for the eica'pe of the French party,- and imputing it to the 
want of timely notice from Mcer Jailier, Soon after a deputation 
of his principal officers 'arrived at. Futwah, under the pretence of. 
compliment, hut in reality to ©liierve the force, and diicover ‘the 




£R. 


Book VH. Mho JAFFI 

intentions of Major Coote. They informed him that Ram retrain 
had returned only, two days before from an’ expedition againft two 
difobedient chiefs of Mov and Sader, whofe diftridts lay about 30 
miles fouth-eaft of Patna ; that immediately on his return he had 
proclaimed Meer Jaffier Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa ; that 
he had fent forward 2000 of his troops, horfe and foot, in purfuit of 
Mr. Law, and that he had difoanded the greateft part of the reft- 
The next day, the 26th, at ten in the. forenoon, the whole detach¬ 
ment, as well as the boats, arrived at the Engliih faflory, which is 
alpacious building fituated on the bank of the river, juft without the 
weftern wall of the city. Major Coote immediately prepared to 
vilit Ramnarain, but was prevented by a meffage, defiring him to 
take tome repofe, and' to defer his vifit until the next day : in the 
afternoon three Europeans and fome Sepoys, who were leading fome 
cattle to the faftory, were, without provocation, afiaulted and woun¬ 
ded by a number of Peons belonging to the garrifon. Complaint 
was immediately made to Ramnarain, who fliewed no inclination to 
redrefs the outrage ; and moreover defired Major Coote not to vifit 
him, as was intended, the next day, left the ceremonial ffiould give 
occafion to quarrels betwixt their refpeftive attendants. An.Englifh. 
officer, 'likewife, walking in the town, overheard two men of con¬ 
dition, who did not fuppofe him to underftand their language, 
talking of a defign to maffacre the Engliih detachment. In the 
night many of the Europeans got drunk, and 30 of the moil difor- 
derly, who had likewife been foremoft in the mutiny on the road, 
were felefled, and confined for puniihment. 

The next day Major Coote conferred with Mahmud Anys, the 
brother, and Meer Coiliim, the brother-in-law, of Meer Jaffier. 
They informed him that the French party might eafilv have been 
flopped, if Ramnarain had fo willed ; that, on hearing of the death 
of Surajah Dowlah, he had fent to Sujah Dowlah, the neighbour¬ 
ing and powerful fubah of Oude, propofing to render himfelf inde¬ 
pendent of Bengal, if Sujah Dowlah would afliff him with his 
forces, and requeftinghim tpprotefl the French party on the fron¬ 
tiers, until it might be neceiTary to recal them to Patna ; that 
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of the neighbouring diftricts. Here intelligence was obtained, that 
the ievcral chiefs in this part of Behar had er.lifted forces to affift 
Ramnarain; and fpies reported that they had left Mr. Law’s party at 
Beuarez, which is by the road at leaft 140 miles beyond Chuprah, 
and that they were fupplied there by Bulwanfing, the Rajah of the 
diftridt, tv ho was dependant on Sujah Dowlah the fubah of Oude. 
Farther purfuit was evidently vain, but certain of producing imme¬ 
diate hoftilities with Sujah Dowlah, whole territory commeiiceth 
at the river Dewab, which difembogues into the Ganges 18 miles 
to the weft of Chuprah. The Major, therefore, refolved to wait 
here for farther orders, and on the 12th received a letter from Colo¬ 
nel Clive, inftrudting him, as a fcheme of Meer Jaffier’s, to return 
to Patna, and endeavour, in concert with Mahmud Amy Cawn, to 
wreft the government from Ramnarain. The troops, leaving the 
baggage to follow, embarked early the next morning ; and fuch is 
the ftrength of the ftream at this fcafon of the year, that they ar¬ 
rived at Patna by noon, although the diftance along the courfe of 
the river is 44 miles. It appeared to the Major that the only means 
of executing his inftructions would be to aftault the citadel, in 
which Ramnarain always refided, and at this time only, with 
2000 men ; but Mahmud Amy reprefented that their force was not 
fufficient to inveft it fo clofely as to prevent Ramnarain from 
elcaping by forne of the fecret paflages, and propofed to defer the 
attempt until he himfelf lhouId be joined by 1500 of Ranmarain’s 
troops, whom he had engaged to defei t. 

But by this time Ramnarain had taken the alarm, probably by 
information from his friends at Muxadavad of the orders fent to 
Major Coote and Mahmud Amy, which, confirmed by the hafty 
return of the detachment from Chuprah, frightened him fo much, 
that he now fpared no attentions to the Major, and received his 
vifit with much affedtation of complacence. Two days after, the 
Major received a letter from Meer Jaffier, fraught with ftfpicions 
that Mahmud Amy had borne falfe witnefs againft Ramnarain, as a 
pretext for levying forces, with the intention of feizing the govern¬ 
ment for himfelf. Enough has not been difcovered of the fecrets 
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I 7J7- °*" J a ® cr to account for this abrupt change and contradictioi: of an 

opinion, which had hitherto been the greateft anxiety of his mind. 
His letter, however, precluded all farther intentions of hoftility; and 
on the 2id a conference was held by appointment in the citadel, 
to difetffs and reconcile all differences. Major Coote and the two 
brother?, Mahmud Amy and Meer Coflim, came each with 
flrong efcorts, and Ramnarain was attended by all his principal of¬ 
ficers. The two brothers, with the calmncfs peculiar to the manners 
of Indoftan, accufed him of a defign to aflaffinate them, which 
indeed had been reported in the city ; then of his intention to rebel 
agaiuft Meer Jafficr, in proof of which they urged his connivance 
at the paffage of the French troops through Behar, the oaths he 
had taken from the officers of his army, bis correfpondeiice and pro- 
polals to Sujah Dowlah. Ramnarain folemnly denied all thefe 
accufations, and produced a letter he had juft received from Sujah 
Dowlah, which indicated no fuch intentions as were imputed to 
their correfpondence : he then faid, it was true, that he had been 
attached to the late Nabob, becaufe his fortunes had been raifed by 
the princes of his family ; but now that Surajah Dowlah was 
no morc,_and none of his family remaining worthy or capable of the 
government, on whom fhould he fo naturally wilh to depend as on 
Meer Jaffier, whom their common patron, Allaverdy, had raifed fo 
near his own perfon and dignity. He then called a bramin, and, 
in the prefence of his officers, and a crowd of attendants, folemnly 
fwore allegiance and fidelity to Meer Jaffier, and friendfhip and good¬ 
will to Meer Coffim and Mahmud Amy. The two brothers re¬ 
turned the compliment, by taking an oath on the koran that their 
heart was clear of all ill-will to Ramnarain, and fhould continue fo. 
They then embraced him, and all the three Major Coote, as the 
mediator of this reconciliation. Neverthelefs, neither fide believed 
the other, but each wifhed to gain time, and to wait events : for 
Ramnarain knew that the orders from Muxadavad would prevent 
Major Coote and the brothers of Meer jaffier from a fling againft 
him at prefent; and they knew that he, difappointed of the affift- 
4 ance 
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ance of Sujah Dowlah, would be iiibmiffive until he was better pre¬ 
pared to affei't independence. ’ 

Before this conference Meer Jaffier had determine! to recall the 
detachment; but Major Coote did not receive the orders to return 
until the beginning of September, and in the interval the troops re¬ 
mained, uninterrupted by any alarms, in the company’s faflory ad¬ 
joining to the city. All proceeded in the boats, which left Patna 
on the 7th of September, and arrived in {even days at Muxadavad, 
although the difbmce is 300 miles. 

The confederacies of ambition are as liable to be broken by fucceft 
as difoppointment. Meer Jaffier had many relations ; and not only 
they, but all others who were his adherents or dependants before 
his acceffion to the Nabobfhip, thought they had the beft right to 
partake of the change of his fortunes; and thofe, who without pre¬ 
vious connexion had acquiefced to the revolution, thought their title 
better. But the donations to the Engiilhhad exhaufted the treafury, 
and none of the officers of the government could be removed with¬ 
out infringing the declarations by which Jaffier had obtained the 
general fubmiflion to his lovereignty, and which Clive had ratified. 
Some money had been diftributed amongft the army of the govern¬ 
ment, but much lefs than they expected; and their difeontent 
acquired prefumption by the complaints of the whole populace of 
Muxadavad, who had beheld with deteflation the gold and filver of 
the capital oftentatioufly carried away by foreigners. A large fura 
ftill remained due of the firft half of the treaty-monies, and the 
term of the firft payment of the fecoiid half was approaching, for it 
fell in October ; and the committee at Muxadavad were continually 
preffing the treafury for the balance already due. 

There is no prince in Indoftan, who does not try every means to 
avoid the payment of money, ftipulated at a diftant period; and Meer 
Jaffier imagined his liberalities to individuals, who were the heads 
of the Englifh nation, would relax their ftriftnefs in the public 
terms. But Colonel Clive had neither alked nor ftipulated for the 
prefeuts he had received ; and having refufed every other offer from 
tire various interefts which compofed the government, thought their 
obligations 
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obligations mutual, and maintained die independency of ft is command, 
Vi h Jertm noi ) 1 ui i iftr'a bfl n i n m 1 ,s tha- 

'rafter, fie not only indited on the payments of the treaty-monies, 
as they became due, but, when tampered with to approve .changes in 
the army and adminiftration, which Jaffier wifhed to nwke in order 
to "ratify'his own favourites, Clive let him underftand, that he would, 
permit none, as deeming.them dangerous to the public .tranquillity, 
and contrary to declarations, liinftified by his own. Jalfier felt then? 
reftraints- with abomination, winch turned his head to notions of , 
emancipating himfelf from the" afcendance of the ftinglifh ; -but,-- 
warned by the experience of the confederacy which-had. railed hun 
to the fovereignty, faw the neceffity of firth breaking the powerof the 
Gentoos, in whom the Englifh Would find the famc rcmurccs ag,-.i St 
himfelf, as he with the Englilh bad derived from them a gaunt Su- 
rajah Dbwlah. ftoydoolub, as the head of thcGentoo fine, wastlril 
to be deftroyed; but, dreading the fagacity of Clive, Jaffier deter¬ 
mined to fet nothing in motion which might awaken his fufpicions, 
■whilft he remained at Muxadavad.; and in the interval, both he and 
his fon Meerum carried themfelves to him with every appearance of 
opersnefs' and confidence, and Clive.often partook of the familiarity 
of their private amufements. 

On. the 14th of September, the day after the detachment from 
Patna arrived at Muxadavad, Clive went away to Calcutta, leaving 
Watts, Mauingham, and Scrafton, to tranfaft the company’s affairs 
with the Nabob and his minifters. The detachment- from Patna was 
Rationed in the faftory at Coflimbuzar; the reft of the troops, which 
had ferved at Plafly, were feiit-down the river, and quartered .at 
Chandernagore, as a more healthy lituatiori than Calcutta. 

We fhall now return to-the affairs of Coromaudel and the Decan. 


End of the Seventh- Book. 
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T H E prefidency of Madrafs received no intelligence concerning 1757.' 

the iiiccefs of the armament to Bengal, before the 15th of FVbm^. 
February, between which day and the 2 2d, advices arrived, by 
various veffels, of the re-capture of Calcutta, the attack of the • 
Nabob’s camp, and of the treaty made with him on the nth of that 
month, in which conjuncture Colonel Clive gave hopes that hethould 
foon return with a great part of the troops. On the 21ft Admiral 
Pocock arrived, as we have faid, from Vizagapatam, landed the re¬ 
maining foldiers of the Company’s: troops, received 100, the fame 
number of failors, and failed the next day to rejoin the fquadron'in 
Bengal. 

According to the principle adopted on the departure of the arma¬ 
ment, the prefidency had continued to avoid all hoftilities in the 
Carnatic ; but the failure of Lieutenant Rumbold’s negotiation with 
the Jemautdars of Madura, in November, raifed no improbable ap- 
prehen lions, that the influence of the government of Pondicherry 
would, if it had not already, foon infinuate itfelf into their councils, 
unlefs immediately interrupted by fome exertion; and' the dangerous 
confequences which, would enfue, determined the prefidency to 
revoke the reftraint they had laid on Captain Calliaud not to en¬ 
gage in any military;operations from Tritchinopoly ; ana m tne end 
of the year, they allowed him to employ fuch means as ne- fidouio 
think expedient, for the redufhon of Madura, and permurea rum 
to command the expedition in perfon ; they likeu 1 e f 1 1 ’ 
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oflicere, wuu feme /lores and nrarromition, which the garrifoa of. 
JTitcinnopoly coma noblparc without dunirsiliimg if* own comple¬ 
ments: they went. by tea to Devicotab, from vvlicnec they were to 
proceetl through-the 1 amorc countiy. 

Captain Calhaua, wbilft waiting (or thefc /lippiios, went to Ts.n- 
lore. as well to obtain troops fiua the Ring, as to make peace • 
between him and londunan; for IVlonacjec in* the beginning -of 
nc tcir bad taken the fort of Eilhwrlly, which- had been--lb long- 
the ob|eet of contention - between them; but found tae difference, • 
as before, irreconcilable; nevertheless, both proffered every aiiii- 
tance in their power. On the 23d of March, he fit out from 
Imchmopotv, witn 150 Europeans, including arciUcry-ir.cn, • $jao- 
Sepoys, ana two field-pieces, and-on the -24th arrived at Ana- 
viapMl, a town belonging 1 lumui w<- t n I ,^h- 

mopoly, where they were joined bv ioco of his hone, and roo 
of his Collerics. On the 29th they arrived on the frontiers of the. 
leffer Moravar’s country, who being likewile-frequently ■ called the 
Ndlicotah ' Polvgar, we lhall in future diftingniih .him from the 
greater Moravar by that title. Here they expecled 500 horle from 
Tanjore ; but none were arrived, or near.: Scouts lent forward re¬ 
ported, that all the-roads and paths in the country before them wei'e 
obftrudted with trees freih cut down and ftrevved acrols the way, and 
that numbers of Collcries were every where ready to. dilpufo the 
paflage. Meffengers were fent to enquire the reafon." The Pol;, gar 
laid, that being at enmity with Tanjore, and knowing that Calliaud 
had alked the king for a body of ■ horle, he had barred his Woods,. 
being determined not to admit any-Taiijorines into his countiy, 
Calliaud, being by this time convinced that the King, ivotwitlillaud- 
ing his promifes, did not intend to fend any, made a merit of re- 
jedling what'lie was riot likely to obtain, and affined the Polygaf he 
would not accept of their affiflance; on which all obftafcI.es-were-i 
removed, and the troops, after a halt of three days, entered his. 
country oil the 4th of March. In feven days.more, of which they 
halted during the third at Mangalum, they arrived at ParaJoc/iy, the 
lafi town they had topafs in the dinridts of the greater Moravar, 

having 
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having received every kind of hofjritality in the countries of both 
Polygars. Excepting the feet of a few miffionaries, this track had 
never before been trodden by any Europeans. At Mangalum, Cal- 
liaud met the brother of the Nellicotah; and at Paralachy, the prin¬ 
cipal man of the greater Moravar: and learnt from them that the two 
Polygars and Tondiman had entered into a league to attack the king 
of Tanjore with all their forces united, on the very next attempt he 
iliould make againft the territories of either of the three. The 
troops having halted a day at Paralachy, continued their march to 
Tinivelly, through the open country, in diftricts belonging to this 
government. 

The Pulitaver, with the Polygars- of his alliance, had taken the 
field in the middle of January, as focn as Maphuze Khan arrived 
at Nellitangaville ; their force amounted to j 0,000 men, and the 
cavalry of Madura under the command of Berkatoolab, to one 
thou (and. This army moved by flow ilages to the eafhvard, the 
Colleries plundering day and night on either hand, and at length 
encamped before Paniaiumcrutch, at this time the principal refidencc 
of Catabominaigue, the chief of the eaftern Polygars, and de¬ 
manded his affiftance ; who, dreading the deftruftion that would 
follow his refufal, complied, and joined them with 3 or 4000 men. 
But the Polygar of Etiaporum, the next in importance, made 
fome pretence to withhold his troops, for which the Pulitaver was 
not lorry; and the army marched from Panialumcrutch diredily to 
Tinivelly, ftill plundering all the way ; but were deterred from at¬ 
tacking the town itfelf, by the adlivity of the Company’s Sepoys 
ftationed there under the command of Buffiponaigue. Returning 
with their plunder to the northward, they ravaged all the acceflible 
and cultivated diftri&s belonging to Etiaporum in revenge for his 
neutrality; and from hence feirt off a detachment with their booty, 
amongft which were 5000 beeves, to Nellitangaville. In this 
while Mahomed Ifloof the commandant, and Moodilee the renter 
of thefe countries, not being certified which way Calliaud would 
diredt his march, expedted that he would come in fomewhere near 
Madura, and remained at Chevelpetore, under the hills to the weft, 
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1757. until they received intelligence that the enemy were marching from 
^March! Paiiialumcrutch towards Tinivclly ; 011 which they moved to inter¬ 
cept their return, and befides other Polvgnrs of lels note were ac¬ 
companied by Viuiiah of Sevagherrv, a very large Collery fort fitu- 
ated at tlie foot of the hills about 20 miles fouth of Chcvelpetofe ; 
but the enemy had followed their plunder from Etiaporum, and 
were arrived at Nellitangaville before Woof could interfeft their 
return: he neverthelefs, when thus far, remained in the diftricis 
mid-way between Chevelpetorc and Tinivclly, as the heft pofition to 
watch their future movements, until he received orders from Captain 
Calliaud to repair to, and wait for him at this town; in confequcnce 
of which, he proceeded and arrived there on the 2Sth of February. 
The enemy no fooncr faw him removing to a greater diftance, than 
they again came out, and proceeded to Alwar courchy, a town about 
20 miles to the weftward of Tinivelly, where Moodilee had lately 
thrown up a mud fort, on which he had mounted three pieces of 
cannon, and placed in it 150 Peons and Sepoys under the command 
\J of his nephew, Algapah. The enemy attacked the fort, which, after 
more refiftance than might have been expected, furrenderetl, and 
Algapah was fent a prifoner to Nelletangaville. Intelligence of this 
lofs was brought to Tinivelly on the 4th of March, in the evening, 
and at 8 o’clock, Mahomed Iffoof marched with the greateft part of 
his own force, and all of the Polygars his allies. At 7 the next 
morning they came in fight of Ahvar courchy, and were l'urrounded 
on all fides by the enemy’s army, of which the cavalry of Madura 
were mod to be apprehended. The fight continued in a variety of 
fkirmifhes, until the evening, when the enemy quitted the fort and 
the field. The Polygar of Outamalee had both his legs ftruck off by 
a cannon ball, and the general of the Pulitaver’s men was likewife 
killed ; of their troops 2 or 300 were fuppofed to be killed or 
wounded; of Mahomed Woof's only fix Sepoys were killed and 30 
wounded; however, the action, was efteemed a complete vifitory, and 
to fix it as fuch in the opinion of the country, he marched for¬ 
ward to Shenganfetty, a fort in the hills belonging to the Polvgar of 
Yadagary, fituated about 16 miles to the north-weft of Alvar courchy.. 

3 The 
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The guard abandoned the fort before it was attacked; and Mahomed 
Iffoof, leaving too Sepoys to garrifon it, diliriifled the Polygars, and 
returned with the renter’s and the Company’s troops to Tinivelly, 
where Calliaud with iiis detachment arrived on the 17th. 

The force now aifembled at Tinivelly was formidable, but could 
not proceed to afliou for want of money, which the renter Modilee, 
from whom it was expended, was not able to furnifli; and theIhroffs 
had for fome time been deterred from fupplying him by their appre- 
hetifions from theanimofity which exifted between him and Mahomed 
Jflbof. Captain Calliaud with much difficulty reconciled their dif- 
icrences, at leaf! to appearance, and fo far as to induce the Ihroffs to 
lend 200,000 rupees, which were immediately dilburfed in difeharg- 
ing the arrears due to the troops, and other military expences. The 
Polvgar Catabominaigue was at this time celebrating a great wed¬ 
ding in his family at Panialumcrutch; to which, as ufual, the whole 
country round was invited, and Moodilee as a principal gueft. He 
went, and having long been in habits of acquaintance and bufinefs 
with the Polvgar, fixed him in the intereft of the company, and 
concluded an alliance with him againft the confederates with whom 
he had lately united, as well as all other enemies. In return, 
the Polygar requelled that fome compenfation might be made to his 
dependant of Etiajrorum, for the ravages which his country had 
lately fuflained in confequence of his refufal to join the rebels; and 
Calliaud, having feen the effefts as he marched through, remitted 
a part of the line due on the hoftages of Etiaporum, who Hill re¬ 
mained unredeemed with Tondiman. Whilft.thefe affairs were ad- 
jufting, the fouthern monfoou letting in on the coaft of Malabar, 
.broke over the weftern range of mountains with the utmoft vio¬ 
lence, and defeending, with the cataracls it had formed, into the 
plain, deluged the whole country to the eaftern fea: the ftorm, rain, 
and inundation, continued without intermiffion for two days and 
two nights: the harvefts, juft ripe, were fwept away, and with 
them the habitations of the cultivators : the rains continued feveral 
days after the winds had abated; it required many days labour and 
funlhiue to drain and dry the ground, and more time to repair the 
3 C 2 devaf- 






devaluation which the agriculture of the country had fufFered ; dur¬ 
ing which an epidemic' licknefs broke out, and carried oft’ many of 
the dillrcfled inhabitants by fudden deaths, which the patient lim- 
plicity and fuperftition of their character imputed to the vifitation 
of a goddefs, Lacheme, coming, they knew not whence, from the 
North. The llnoiTs, who had lent money to Moodilee on the 
mortgaged harveft, would not futfer him to depart until they law 
the country recovering ; which obliged Captain Calliaud to remain 
at Tinivelly fomc time longer, in order to fuperintend and en¬ 
courage the various operations which were necelfary to refiore the 
cultivation. 

The Prefideiicv, whilft waiting the rcfult of this expedition, had, 
howloever unwilling, been obliged to engage in hoftilitics in the 
Carnatic. The Nabob, in the beginning of the year, had demanded 
of his brother Nazeabulla, the governor of Nclcre, a fubftdy of 
100,000 rupees above the ufual tribute ; which the country could 
afford to pay, having fufFered little from the diftrefies of the war, to 
which the reft of the Carnatic had fo long been expofed ; but Na¬ 
zeabulla equivocated and apologized. Ichlafs Khan, the brother of 
the Nabob’s buxey of general, marching at this time vvith 500 horfe, 
and other troops, to colleft the tributes of the northern Polygars, 
advanced as far as Serapely, a fort 12 miles fouth of Nelore, and 
propofed an interview with Nazeabulla, who accepted the vifit, giv¬ 
ing his oath on the Koran ; but requefted Ichlafs Khan to come 
with few attendants, left quarrels Ihould arife between them and his 
own. The vifit produced no change in Nazeabulla’s excufes for not 
paying the money, and Ichlafs Khan left the city in the evening 
without harm ; but, after it grew dark, his efcort was attacked by 
an ambufeade of matchlock-men in the bulhes near the road, and 
one of them was killed. The Nabob imputed this outrage to the in- 
ftigation and example of his other brother Maphuze Khan at Ma¬ 
dura, and of an adventurer Meerfaeb, who was in poireflion of Ela- 
vanalore, and plundering wherever he lifted. The anguilh which 
the Nabob expreffed at this 1'econd rebellion rifing in his own family,' 
determined the prefidency to comply with his earneft requeft to re- 
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duce Nazeabulla ; but his troops were not ready to march from 
Arcot before the ill of April, although' the outrage happened 
on 21ft of February; during which Ichlafs Khan was waiting for 
them with liis detachment at Kalaftry, the town of the polygar Da- 
merlah Venketappah-naigue, 70 miles to the s. w. of Nelore. The 
force from Madrals was only 100 Europeans, the company of 
56 Coffrees, and 300 Sepoys, with one eighteen-pounder, three fix- 
pounders, four cohonis, and one liowitz. Lieutenant Colonel Ford,, 
of Adlercron’s regiment, was appointed to command the expedi¬ 
tion. The Sepoys and bullocks proceeded by land. The Europeans 
and Coffrees, with the artillery and ftores, embarked on the firft of 
April, in a Ihip and a (loop, which anchored the next afternoon op- 
pofite to the mouth of the river Kandeler, feven miles to the North 
of Kiftnapatam, a town of confiderable trade, from whence they 
expe&cd the uiiial affiftances of the port; but the inhabitants, inti¬ 
midated by the threats of Nazeabulla, abandoned the town on the 
appearance of the veflels, which were employed feven days in effedl- 
ing the dilembarkation with two m’aiToolas they had brought from 
Madrals. During this interval the Sepoys and bullocks arrived ;. 
but coolies and more bullocks were neceffary before, the detach¬ 
ment could move from Kiftnapatam, and the Nabob’s a'rmy from, 
Arcot was not near enough to fupply them before the 2 2d of the 
month. 

The next day Colonel Forde marched, and on the 25th joined the 
Nabob’s army at Serapely, which was commanded by his brother Ab- 
bullwahab, and had been encreafed by the troops of the polygars Ban- 
gar Yatcham and Damerlah Venketappah, and all together amounted 
to 10,000 men, of which 3000 were cavalry. On the 2 yth the army 
encamped before Nelore. This town Hands about 500 yards to the 
fouthof the river Pennar, extending about 1200 yards from eaft to 
weft, and 600 on the other fides. The walls were of mud, and only 
the gateway and a few of the towers of ftone. The parapet, was fix 
feet high, with many port-boles for fmall arms, made of pipes of 
baked clay, laid in the moift mud, whilft raifing, and afterwards 




defences in India ; tbe <l:rc.h bad no water, and was in many .parts 
much clinked bv drifts of (and; KazeabuHa, on the approach.of 
Abtiulwnhab, lmd pone away with i coohorfc, and. left the city to 
be defended by a rciolufe officer, with a- garrilbn of .4000 '.Peons, 
v ho were inftrutled and afitfted bv 20 Frenchmen, lent from Ma- 
(nlinafam. The Knglilh troops encamped along tnc river in lace- ol 
the town, the-"Nabobs anti the Poly gar’s at. a diftance higher-up., . 

On tire 29th, the eighteen-pounder, with the field-pieces, together 
with the cohortis and howitz, began to fire from the . mound-of a- 
tank at. the diftancc of 300 yards; but by miftnfce agamft-.tho • 
■ibongeft part of the wall, on which, in four days, tbcj.made.no. 
imprefilon. In the night of the 2d of May. all the artillery was. 
moved to a battery ere&ed about 200 yards.to the-left, .and Iso 
nearer the wall, which in this part-was vifibiy in a -ruinous condi¬ 
tion. The 18-pounder-fired brifkly. during the next clay, and by 
the evening made a breach which • appeared .practicable ;. and hi¬ 
therto oulv one man had been wounded by flic enemy's fire, which 
had been very few cannon-fliot, but contmualfronyfroail-arms. The 
next day Abdulwahab lbmtDoned tbe governor, who anfwered .with 
civility, that he could not.deliver.the fort to any one without a po¬ 
ll five order from Nazeabulla, whole fait he eat... It was.therefore 
refolved to ftorm tbe next morning ; but, during this interval the 
garrifon had been diliacntly employed in counterworking the breach. 
On each fide they cut a broad trench through tbe rampart, and 
another on the ground within, which joined at . right angles with 
thofe from the rampart, and enclofcda (pace of feme yards fquarc; 
thefe trenches were to be defended by men armed with long pikes, 
whilft numbers (fattened, fome along the ramparts, lome in va¬ 
rious pits dug for the occaJion, and others in the adjacent houfes, 
were to annoy the affailants, when on-the breach, with ft ones,, ar¬ 
rows, and fire-arms, to which their ownpikemen, being intrenched 
breaft-high, would be little expoiecl. At fun-rife theEnglilh troops 
advanced to the affault. The 300 Sepoys marched .-firft; the corn- 
cam- of Coftrees' next.: the Europeans in. the rear. The enemy fired-.. 
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brifklv as the line was approaching, and more efpeciallv from the 
tower on the left of the breach, that Col. Forde ordered a fix-poun- 
der from the battery, which, at the diftance of a hundred yards,, 
kept up a conftant fire on the parapet of this tower, more indeed with 
the hope of intimidating, than the expectation of doing any detriment. 
The fir ft few Sepoys who gotupt-he breach were immediately flopped 
by the pikes from advancing either forwards, or on either hand, and 
had fcarcely difcharged theirmufkets before they were all wounded; 
on which thofe immediately behind ran down in confufion, and the 
whole body in an intrant broke ; but difperfed to the right and left 
of the reft of the line. The Coffrees, led by En’fign Elliot, tool: 
their place without trepidation, and having mounted, maintained 
their ground on the breach gallantly, endeavouring, after they had 
fired, to break down the pikes with their mufkets, and even to pufh 
into the trenches : but in vain, for, in a few minutes, four of them 
were killed, and thirteen, with Lieutenant Elliot, wounded ; on 
which the reft were called down.. The Europeans, who during this 
contefthad remained thronged at the foot of the breach, now mounted, 
every man as he flood neareft, without regard to rank, order, or 
command. This afiau'rt continued half an hour, during which Capt, 
Hunt was fhot with an arrow, Callender and Richard Smith, and Mr., 
Alexander, the commifiary, were bruifed with ftones, and with them 
four of the foldiers killed, and 27 wounded on the breach, and the 
enemy ftillas aflive as ever ; on which Colonel Forde, who was at the 
foot of the wall, ordered the retreat, which was made with move hurry 
than became troops who had hitherto behaved with fo much courage; 
for every man, inftead of waiting for his officers and colours, ran as 
fa ft as he could to take fhelter in the battery, and all patted, the field- 
piece without flopping to bring it away,until Captain RichardSmitb, 
who, in rotation of duty, brought up the rear, halted* with a feu* 
of his own company, and afterwards, with the affiftsnce of fome of 
the Nabob’s horlemen, who were near, dragged the field-piece to 
the battery : during which two of his ferjeants, and two of the 
borfemen, were wounded from the walls. The Nabob’s army, dur-- 
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objects, to "cover .their .real intentions, which were to fall upon 
Elavanafore by turprize. 

This place is lituated about 60 miles weft of Pondicherry ; it 
confifts of a fort and a pettah both ftandingon a plain, and neither 
having any difficult defences : the diftridts are of no great extent* 
but extremely fertile. Before the truce between Mr. Saunders and 
Godeheu, it was taken pofleffion of by an adventurer named Meer 
Allumodean, but more 'generally known by the name of Meer 
Salieb, who procured his confirmation from the Nabob, then at 
I ritchinopoly. Under this ianftion, he maintained a much greater 
force, efpceially of horle, than the incomes of his government 
could afford, and iupported them by plundering the neighbouring 
diftricls, pretending,' that the managers of them were attached to 
the French. In an excurfion immediately after the truce in 1755, 
he plundered-all the French diftrifts between Seringham and Pondi¬ 
cherry, when the prefidency of Madrafs rebuking his proceedings, 
he made retribution to the French government, who permitted him 
to keep a fmall fort he had taken from them in the neighbourhood 
of Flavanaiore, named Oullagellinoor. This ceffion raifed fufpi- 
cions in the Nabob, who propofed that the Engliffi detachment, 
which efcorted him Icon after from Tritchinopoly to Arcot, ffiould 
attack Elavanafore in the way ; and again that the Engliffi army 
ffiould proceed againft it, in the beginning of the laft year, imme¬ 
diately after it had retreated from Velore. On the other band, 
Meer Saheb, knowing himfelf reprobated by the Nabob, and feeing 
nothing to be got by uniting with' the French, thought the 
mutual enmity between the two his belt protetlion, and paid no 
refpect to either ; but increaled his force, and continued his de¬ 
predations on the poffeffions of both. Beikles driving off the cattle, 
which he afterwards fold to the owners, it was efpceially his cuftom 
to feize on perihns of ffibftancc, whom he confined until they had 
paid heavy ranfoms. In the month of September, he, in one ex- 
curfion, fwept away 500o beeves and 6000 fiieep, induterentlv /mm 
the country round; and in the beginning ot the prelect vear aaam 
Voffi II. 26 
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plundered the-'neighbourhood' -indifcri*»inatelyv " The ■■ Nahob-'ethetr*:-. 
pretended • to ftdpeft mm ot being. in league,-with Maphnzcv 
Kliiin at Madam, .and' NazcabnBa .at ^etore but as. ibon-:as; k : 
was known,' that the governmentof Poridieherryintendwi .to attack 
Eiavamtiorc, harequcftod-the■ prefidencj* >o£ Madrafstu'.proteflhim* 
jather than lufferluch valuable idiftrifb to fail into the frauds of th« . 
Fiench. 

Mr. D’Auletiil advancing by-forced marches appeared before Ela- 
.vanaiore on the j oth ; and, wild ft they were encamping* MewSa- . 
heb ialned with all his cavalry andmoil: of , his foot, and had well-: 
nigh routed -the - whole of the French . force* when. he was fhot 
tiirngn the body hr frt oj <- jmmedi.it 1/ ceiled the fight, 
but eicorted-him. - with much sttetytiou: back to the:-fort. D'Au-r 
tneil, oil this trial, lent to, Ckngee .for rcHiforcements. aiid, can^. 
non ; and,, in the mean time, prepared, to,make a regular .attack 
on the 16th arrived, 250 ••Europeans,-,• with .1.000 Sepoys, and the 
battering camion ; but on. the fame, day Meer Sahcb died of his-: 
wound; on which his brother, with the families of both,-went, 
awav in the night,- and the gamlon after their example: likewife 
abandoned the -fort before the-morning/- ■ ...» - 

Reports had .prevailed in this part off the-country; ever fiuce rhe 
French troops bfid taken the fit-id,.that they intended; to fall:/upon. 
Fritchinopoly, which.- by the abfencc of the troops with-Captain 
Calhand,-was left with a garrifon very-inadequate to its extent; and 
even Capt> Jof. Smith, who now-commanded in the city, apprehended 
and warned the prefidency of ,tms. danger.But the force,which- 
had taken Elavanafore -wasunequal to the etiterprize; aDdD'AutKuil; 
moved back from Elavanafore to Chilambnim, where he arrived on 
the 1 ft of May. From hence he marched and encamped on the 
fkirts of the woods of VVarriorcpollsm, aild fumnioned the polyga-r 
to • pay- his tributes on the fame pretentions as -Maiffin had de- 
marxded them two years before.. The polvgar as . u&al/endea¬ 
voured to gain time -by difeufiions,: on which the French attacked 
one of his barriers, but were repuifed-.wi.th lots : however he wa*:-' 
- ■ ... J- - frightened 
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frightened by the attack, and agreed to pay 40,00b rupees, but took 

lome days to produce the money. 

In the mean time. Captain Calliaud, whilft regulating the af¬ 
fairs of the renter at Tinivelly, acquired intelligence, that the con¬ 
federates were treating with the Myfbreans at Dindigul for aid 
againft the Englilh and their adherents, the Pulitaver offering 
to pay down 500,000 rupees, and the Jemautdnrs of Maphuze 
Khan to give up the diftrifts of Sholavanden, in which are comprized 
a ftrong pafs, and the only road, between Madura and Dindigui, 
Neverthelefs it was not intended that the country, when Conquered, 
fhould he given either to the Mylorean or Maphuze Khan: it was to 
be reftored to a defeendant of the ancient kings, who lived in con¬ 
cealment in the country of the greater Moravar : and Maphuze 
Khan was to have a fuitable eftablifhment in Myfore. 

This news encreafed the neceffity of attacking Madura as foon as 
poffible ; but the arrangements at Tinivelly were not finifhed until 
the 10th of April, on which day, Captain Calliaud began his 
march from thence, with 180 Europeans, 2,500 Sepoys, fix-field- 
pieces, s and 500 horfe: Mahmood Ifl'oof commanded the Sepoys, 
and Moodilee what horfe were levied by himfelf. Six companies of 
Sepoys were left for the defence of Tinivelly, and the lame number 
in the fort of Palamcotah. On the fame day, Berkatoolah and Na- 
bey CawnCatteck fet oft fromNellitangavile, with 500 horfe, leaving 
Maphuze Khan with the Pulitaver. Skirting along the hills, they 
halted one evening near the fort of the Polygar Vaniah, of Shevag- 
herry, which flood 60 miles s.w. of Madura, and 20 below Chevel- 
petore. The Polygar, having been attached by Mahomed IlTbof, lent 
out his Colleries, who, in the middle of the night, fell upon 
this body of cavalry, and with their fereams and fireworks difperfed 
the whole, and took 40 of their horfes. The fugitives re-affembled 
in the morning, and arrived at Madura on the 17th ; from whence 
Nabey Cawn Catteck immediately went to the greater Moravar, in 
order to prepare fupplies of provifions for the city. On the 20th, 
the Englifh army arrived at Sccundermally, and lodged themieives 
in the pagoda ; from whence Mahomed Kloof, with a party of Se- 
2 D 2 poys, 
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poys, was detached the next day to reduce the fort of Shoiavanden. 
It is fituated xo miles north-welt of Madura, and, although in¬ 
tended to command the. pals, was of little lfrength; and the garlifon 
of 200 peons abandoned it as loon as Mahomed Iifoof appeared ; but 
excefliye rains, which raifed the river Vigee, prevented him from re¬ 
turning to Secundermally, before the 26th. In this interval, Cal- 
liaud received letters from the. prefidency, advifing him of their 
appreheniions that the French intended to attack Tritchinupoly ; 
with orders to hold himfelt in. readinefs to inarch to its relief on the 
fir if notice. By this time, he was likerwife Convinced, that the re¬ 
duction of Madura was. an enterprize of much more difficulty than 
had been reprefented to him; and fcarcely feallble without batter¬ 
ing cannon, of which he had'not brought any from Tritchinopoly ; 
and, excepting the ohc which' Mahomed-Woof himlelf had depofited 
in Madura, there was not a tingle piece in the whole country, of 
which Europeans would makeufe.: However, no* tolof&any of the 
precarious time left him to atl, he relolved te attempt the city by 
furprize. Bamboos were provided, as if for iume other fervice, and 
no one was lutfered to go in or out of the pagoda until the ladders 
were made. On the night before the 1 ft of May, all the troops, 
except a few to guard the baggageand artillery, marched out of the 
pagoda, and at three in the morning arrived at the watercourfc 
which runs within 300 yards of the Wcftern fide of the walls. 

The inward wall of Madura is 22 feet high, including the 
parapet, which riles fix above the rampart : at the diftance of every 
100 yards or left (for exact fymmetry has not been obferved) are 
fquare towers. The faufle-bray is 30 'feet broad, above which the 
outward wall riles only five feet, but defcentling to the bottom of the 
ditch is 11 on the outfide. Midway, between every two towers of 
the inward wall, is a fimilar projection in the outward, with loop¬ 
holes which command the ditch, and flank the intermediate part of 
the wall, in which are none : but the whole parapet of the inward 
wall has loop-holes, fo have fome of its towers, and the reft em- 
brafures for cannon. The fpot chofen to be attacked was the firff 
tower on the left hand of the weftern gateway, being the only 
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part where the fauffe-bray was clear of tbp thick thorny bufhes, 
which had not injudicioufly been buffered to over-run it in every 
other; but the garrifon, trufting to this defence* had entirely neg¬ 
lected the ditch, vvltich, by continual drifts after rain, was almoft 
choked up to the level of the plain. The party allotted to the 
attack were too Europeans, and 200 Sepoys; the reft of the troops 
remained in the watercourle, ready to lupport the event. Calliaud 
led the party himlelf, to whom the method of attack was carefully 
explained, and ftribl filence enjoined. The foremoft men carried 
the fix ihorter .ladders intended for the outward wall; the next, 
the fix longer, for the inward; as foon as twenty of the paity had 
got into the fauffe-bray, it was intended that they fhould imme¬ 
diately take over the longer ladders, which they were to plant, as 
received, againft the tower, but not a man was to mount, until all 
the fix ladders were fixed, and then no more than three at a time 
on each ladder. 

The firft ladders were planted! and Calliaud, with the firft 2,0 
men, had got into the fauffe-bray, had taken over one of the longer 
ladders, and had planted it again!! the tower, when their hopes 
were interrupted by one of thofe accidents which frorfl their tri¬ 
viality efcape the moft attentive precaution. A dog, accuftomecT to 
get his meals at the meffes of fome of the ibldiers, had accom¬ 
panied them all the way from Secundermally into the ditch, and, 
probably from anxiety, at not being able to follow his matters 
into the fauffe-bray, began to bark; which was foon anfwered by 
the barking of another dog on the rampart, and the yelps of both 
awakened the neareft centine], who, crying out “ The enemy,” 
raifed the guard at the gateway, which repaired immediately to the 
tower. The foldiers in the fauffe-bray, finding the alarm taken, 
inftead of continuing to get over the reft of the ladders, endea¬ 
voured to mount on that already planted, but crowded on it fio 
many together, that it crufhed under them. This communicated 
the confufion to thole in the ditch, and no one any longer did what 
he ought. In the mean time, the garrifon increafing on the rampart 
bung out blue lights of fulphur, and difeovering the whole party 
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The two eighteen-pounders intended for Madura were fent off 
from Tritchinopoly early in the morning of the t2th, under the 
effort of t*o companies of Sepoys ; but had not proceeded three 
miles, before a ftrong party from Seringham croffed the Caveri, and 
marched to circumvent them; which being perceived from the town, 
Captain Jofeph Smith re-called the guns, and marched out with a 
confiderable part of the garrifon to protect them, on which the 
enemy returned to the ifland. On the 14th the van of their main 
body, with D’Autueil, arrived, and with the garrifon of Seringham 
encamped at the Pagodas of Wariore. It was fome time that Captain 
Smith had expefted this vifit, and he had made all the preparations 
which the means in his power admitted to receive it: he had filled 
the ditch round the town with water by the ufual fluices from the 
Caveri, neverthelefs ffveral rocky parts remained fordable: the pa¬ 
rapets both of the outward and inward walls, whereever decayed, 
had been repaired : Tondiman and the king of Tanjore, on his ap¬ 
plication, had fent, the one 300 Colleries, the other 300 matchlock- 
men ; the Peons entertained by the Nabob’s governor, were four 
hundred: but all thefe men, excepting the Colleries, were only fit 
for night-watches, nor for that, without being watched them- 
felves: the Company’s were the only troops which could be relied 
on; they were i 50 Europeans rank and file, of which 50 had 
lately been fent from Fort St. David, 15 artillery men, and 700 Se¬ 
poys; but of the whole few had feen much lervice, for the beft 
had been taken away by Captain Calliaud. This force would 
Icarcely in any time of outward danger have been fufficient to 
guard the walls, of which the circuit was 6400 yards; much 
lefs with the additional ward of 500 French priloners,, who were 
confined within the town, and from whom more danger was 
apprehended than from the enemy withoutfor it was known, and 
it could not be prevented, that they maintained' a eorrefpondence 
with their countrymen at Seringham; and indeed the hopes of their 
breaking loofe during the attack, had been the principal inducement 
to the prefent attempt againft the city.. More troops were con- 
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tinually coming up to Wariore; and on the 15 th, the day after the fir ft 
arrived, the enemy began to throw (hells into the town : during the 
night feveral parties at different times and places advanced to the 
ditch, not with any intention of fealing the walls, hut only to keep 
the garrifon from reft by repeated alarms. Thefe alerts and the 
bombardment were continued during the four fucceeding days and 
nights ; and on the 20th, M, D’Autueil, thinking the garrifon (ef¬ 
ficiently harraffed, fummoned Captain Smith in the name of the 
king of France, to furfender the town, and (pare the effufion of 
blood, warning him that he fhouid refent in the fevered manner 
any ill ufage which might have been inflicted 011 the French pri- 
loners. Captain Smith antwered, that he Ihould maintain the 
town for the king of Englandand that the prilbners had always- 
•been treated with more lenity than their practices deforced. Some 
hours after, Ipies brought intelligence, that the enemy intended to 
make 3 general alfault in the approachingWght, And-atoifo-in- the 
morning the greateft part of their force advanced towards the weft 
face of the town ; but a few difeharges of cannon made them re¬ 
treat, and the continual vigilance ot the rounds, witneifed by their 
lights and. a variety of military mulick, deterred them from any 
farther attempt. : - 

By this time feveral of the.neighbouring PoKgars had joined the 
army before Madura, and were of fervice in lupplying the camp 
with provifion, as well as by cutting off fuch as were going to the 
town, and Captain Calliaud had entered into a negotiation with fome 
of the Jemautdars, to deliver up the city, or to affift in furprizing.it. 
Colonel Smith, on the firft appearance of the enemy’s troops on the 
other tide of the Coleroon, had difpatchcd exprds mtlfengers to 
him, with the intelligence, which he received on the 11 that three 
in the afternoon. At fix, he began his march, with 120 Euro¬ 
peans and 1200 Sepoys, leaving the reft under the command of 
Lieutenant Rumbokl and Mahomed llfoof, whom he empowered .to 
conclude with the Jemautdars, 

The troops inarched without tents, baggage, or artillerv; a few- bul¬ 
locks carried the lpare ammunition, and ler\ants belonging to the com- 

miflary 
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miliary were Tent forward to provide the meal at the different places 
of halt. On the 25th at day-break they arrived and halted at the 
village of Eliapore, nineteen miles from Tritchinopoly. On the 
road Calliaud had received advices from Captain Smith, that 
D’Autueil, apprized of his approach, had quitted his firft ftation 
at the Pagodas of Wariore, and had difpofed his troops in a line 
of communication which extended from the Faquieres tope, 
round the Five rocks, the Golden, and the Sugar-loaf, to the French 
rock; by which all accefs on the fouthern alpect of the city was pre¬ 
cluded. It had alfobeendifcovered that feveral fpies belonging to D’Au- 
teuil had mingled .with and accompanied the Engjilh troops, on which 
Calliaud ordered them to be narrowly obferved by his own, but 
without appearance of fufpicion, intending to make them the inftru- 
rnents of deceiving thofe by whom they' were employed. The troops 
having taken fufficient reft, and a full meal, marched from Elia¬ 
pore at two in the afternoon,. and at fix arrived at Aour, a village 
in Tondiman’s Woods,about twelve miles from Tritchinopoly, where 
they flopped half an hour. Calliaud then bent his march, as if 
he intended to come out upon the plain, -between the Five rocks 
and the Sugar-loaf, o.ppofite to the middle ,of the enemy’s line, 
and advanced in this dire&ion fix miles. It was now 8 o’clock, and 
quite dark, when the French fpies, fully perluaded of the intelli¬ 
gence they were carrying, went off to inform D’AuLueil where they 
fuppofed the Englilh troops intended to force their way. Half an 
hour after their departure, none of them appearing again, Calliaud 
entirely changed his rout, ftriking on the eaft along the Ikirts of 
Tondiman’s Woods, until he came oppofite to Elimiferum. The 
■wound, from tine woods to this place on thefouth, beyond it to the 
Caveri on the north, to the .weft of it as far as the French rock, and a 
greater Ipace to the eaft, is a plain moftly laid out in rice fields, which, 
throughout India, are divided into areas of no great extent; each en- 
cloled by a feparate bank, and kept overflowed with yvater until a fort¬ 
night before the harveft iscutdown, until which time they remain, as 
thefe now were, a heavy fvvamp of mud. The French, ftippofing all 
this part of the country impaflable toabody of troops, had not thought 
Vol. II. 2E it. 



fome way/ niter- iu much -fantjue already -endured. At.2 m the 
mom iv U companies of Sepoys were tent-ofl",- with .oj oci»to pufli 
f i tl _ i f mb t s een the French anclSuOTt-Ioaf roues t-left the enemy 
fhouiti be led to iufpiotons ottnc rearmarch, ir no siarm were given 
to any part o! them hue : but. contrary to -expectation, there .Sepova 
pafifed clofe under the French -rock'without .'being.challenged by a 
Angle centtnel; for all the troops ftationed hereabouts, had been, 
drawn .to the main body, guarding the ground to the -fouth, indicated 
by their fpies. At 4 in the morning, the two companies arrived at 
the Madura, or fouthern gate of the town,- where they wore imme¬ 
diately recognized and admitted. It was near the dawn of dav.be¬ 
fore the main .body with CalHaud reached Chuckleyapollam on the 
bank of the Caveri, having • employed near leven hours in wading 
through the rice-holds, •• although the -enhance was only leven 
miles ■ two more ftill remained ; but the light of. the cay. infpired 
the whole line with new alacrity : and their commander, who from 
the multiplicity of his attentions had endured more fatigue than any 
of them, -now marched at their head, fiipporied by two grenadiers... 
Captain Smith, apprized, drew out half his garrilbn, with two 
field-pieces, ready in cafe of need to protect them, .-Event man 
was received with open arms ; the meal and every refrefhment was 
.. ready for- the welcome and exhaufted gudfs ; and with the riling 
fun, a difeharge cf twenty-one pieces, of cannon, announced--their ex¬ 
altation, with the news, to the French troops on the. plain.. : On a■ 
review it was found, that 300-of the. Sepoys, had droppetL-behind,; 

, ' : hut: 
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but of the Englifn, only two or three had failed. Mr. D’Autueil 
could fcarcely credit -what it was intended "he Ihould underftand by 
the report of the cannon ; but was foon convinced by fome pri- 
foners picked up by bis huffars. The very fame evening he re- 
croffed the Caveri with his whole army, into the ifland of Se- 
ringham, and the next day palling the Coleroon, proceeded towards 
Pondicherry. 

Intelligence of the French army marching from Arielore to 
Tritchinopolv, was brought to Madrafs on the 15th of May, juft 
after the prefidency had heard of the repulfe of their own troops 
in thealfaults of Nelore and Madura. Howfoever averfe the prefi¬ 
dency had hitherto been to encounter the French troops, until they 
knew what reinforcements they might expedt from Bengal and 
Europe; the importance of Tritchinopoly, and convidtion of the 
danger to which it was expofed, now fuperfeded this reluctance : 
and they refolved to enter the French territories, as the moft probable 
means of drawing their army back; or even to follow it to Tritchi¬ 
nopoly; but as the troops from Nelore were not yet arrived, thole 
in Madrals, waiting for them, did not take the field until the 26th 
of May, when 300 men, being the whole of Adlercron’s regiment, 
and 30 of the King’s artillery, four field-pieces, and 300 Sepoj's, 
marched under the command of Colonel Adlercron himfelf: but 
by various delays arifing from attention to the modes of warfare 
in Europe, they did not reach Chinglapet until the 31ft, although 
the diftance was only 30 miles: Captain Polier joined them here 
from the garrifon, with his own company of too Swifs, and 300 
Sepoys : but two days after came the welcome news that Tritchi¬ 
nopoly was relieved. 

Wbilft the enemy was approaching, Enfign Banatyne, who com¬ 
manded in Carangolv, marched from thence with 300 Sepoi s, and 
took the fort of Outramalore by efcalade, in which he left 40 of his 
Sepoys ;.but two days after, the fugitive garrifon,.which likewiie 
confifted only of Sepoys, returned, with 500 more, fent by the 
Kellidar of Vandiwalh ; on whofe appearance, the Englifh Sepoys 
evacuated the fort. This declaration in favour of the French de- 
2 E 2 termined 
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terminal < no pio'idcr,tv Mi'dtufi. a? the army was abroad, tn 

employ it in the-attack ot Vamlhvafli. But, waiting for-the troop*•. 
from NelorC, and the Nabob's'from Arcot, Col. .Adlereron fttl! ad¬ 
vanced flowly- On his approach j tbe garrifon in Outramalore retreated 
to Vahdhvafih; where the array arrived on the 5 th of June at night; 
and early the next-morning attacked the Pcttah, winch they car¬ 
ried, after a flight rcfiftance , from 3C0 Sepoys, whom they 
purfued towards the fort, until obliged td retreat by the fire 
from the walls ; nor could they remain in the pettalr itieif, be- 
caufe the principal directs led ftrait to. the fort; and were en¬ 
filaded bv one or other of the towers. However-, the foccefs 
coil no lives ; although jo Europeans were wounded. By this 
time, the French troops; as -mucin -alarmed by the motions of 
the Engltfh, 'as the Englifh had lately been by theirs, were return¬ 
ing fall: from TntchutopoJy ; lomc were already arrived at Pondi¬ 
cherry, others had baited at Trivadi, others were advanced to 
Gingee ; all preparing to march to the relief of Vandiwafh: on the 
other hand, neither the battering camion, nor any of the 1 e-inforee- 
•raents, had joined the Englifh camp ; and there .was no probabi¬ 
lity of making any impreffion on the fort.before lb me of the French 
troops would arrive toils luccour ; on which’ Colonel-- Adlercron fe- 
foived to quit the enterprise; but fet fire to the pettab before be 
retired ; and on the 1 itb, the army arrived at Outramalore. ■ 

By this tithe the preiidency, flraightened in their treafury, were 
tired of the expence-bp-a campaign-which had produced fo lit tie ef- 
fedt; and their-prefent prapenfity to caution, as well as pariitnonr, 
-was increafed by unexpedled intelligence that the French had leizal 
the company’s fatkiries atMadapollani,Bandermalanka,and-Ingeram, 
which are fitnated near the fea on different branches of the river 
Godave-ri, in the province of Rajahimuidrum. Tothefe Ioffes were 
added apprehenfions arifiug from various reports, that .Mr. Bufly-in-. 
tended to attack tile more important fabkrfy of Vizagapatam. . 

In this cloudy hour the -prefidency injudicioufly ordered Adler¬ 
cron to return immediately with the army to Madrafs, although a 
"part of the French troops were arrived and encamped under the 
5 walls 
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walls of Vandiwalh. They were commanded by Saubinet, an of¬ 
ficer of enterprizc, who no fooner faw the Engliih army retreating 
from Outramalore, than he advanced and took poffeflion of this 
place; and, as foon as he heard that they had repaffed Chinjr- 
Iapett in their way to Madrafs, detached early in the morning 
of the 15th, 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, with two field- 
pieces, to retaliate on Conjeveram the fire which they had fet 
to Vandiwafh. Conjeveram is the largcft open town in the Car¬ 
natic, and the molt populous; befides the refort it attracts by the 
great quantities of grain , produced in the vaft plain that fin-rounds it, 
it is ftill more frequented from the reputation of its pagoda, and of 
the college of Bramins, who poffefs it, and are acknowledged the 
fupreme council of the Indian religion in Coromandel: both the 
Engliih and French had, during the late wars, kept troops in the 
pagoda ; but its fpace and proper attentions had fiill preferved the 
priells and the holy places from contamination or pollution. There 
were at this time in the pagoda two companies of Sepoys, under 
the command of Serjeant Lambertfon. The French troops arrived at 
noon, .and, contrary to their expedition, were affailed by the fire 
of mulketry, concealed on each fide of the ftreet, which obliged 
them to beat up the houfes as the line advanced; and the Engliih 
Sepoys, who knew their ground, continually efcaped from one 
Ihelter to -another, renewing their fire, until they retreated into the 
pagoda. The enemy, exalperated, then advanced againft the gate¬ 
way, where the ferjeant was ready to receive them again, placing 
his Sepoys, fome on fcaffolding along the walls, and others amongft 
the open mafonry of the ftories which compofe the vaft tower over 
the gate-way. The two field-pieces were of little fervice to diflodge 
them from luch defences, and the ferjeant had obftrudled the porch 
with large trees, laid with their branches outwards. On this refiftance, 
Saubinet thought it prudent not to perfift, for his time was limited, 
and eight of his Europeans were killed, more wounded, and of the 
Sepoys in proportion. They therefore marched to a diftant quarter 
of the town, from whence detachments were fent to colled what- 
foever plunder could be conveniently carried away. In the evening 



ihc tenor thread.by tbss lucurnon was of much more detriment 
Hi i i 'temnclnd lime i' Ln] in in di the 1 ib i da < ut the 
•open and tortile country. aloncr the Paliar. abandoned . their lauonrs 
n] of ci)| it is, aim 'w i nic i 'hi 1 no j h t | -i, 1 if lie the/ 
were likclv to luihtm in the collection of the revenues. I n e preb- 
■ticiicv w Madrals. icnfildc am] vexed at their error, •ltnmedsitelv 
oide (d the , m to j i ih b <-t 5 >, fi j r ^ th' Pilu, Co) 
Lawrence, although he nad rctolved trorn -the-time, he-was taper- 
Jeded by Colonel Adlcrcron. never to act under bis command, on 
thus occanoti ottered to pm the camp ns a volunteer : and Adlcrcron 
.accepted • the propofal with good will, the arrnv marched from 
the JVIouut on theiqth. 1 he I'reach, on their spnroacti, retired 
from Outramalore to Vaadnvafh. and intrenched ftmPslv within 
half .a -mile of .the enftern tide . of the tort, tuminomno- remrorcc- 
-mcncs from all. their garriions in tberear. 1 -heLnsrinh,likewiie wait¬ 
ing lor detachments and.the Nabob’s cavalry trorn Arcot, dirt not ad¬ 
vance to Outramalore until the 29m, wnen an uncommon-beknels 
broke out m the camp; men being hidden!vleiy.ed, and d/mo- in 12 
.houis, and-as many died as recovered. I hemrortahiv continued 
four days, but the .camp having moved on the 'fifth five miles- 
beyond Outramalore, fewer men fell down the next, and in two days 
more theficknefs entirely ccafed. On the 11 th of July they encamped 
within fight of the enemy, whole buflars hovered round the line, 
■but.came not near, enough to receive any harm. Bv this time the 
ftrength of the two armies, although different, was nearly equal: 
the French had 800, Europeans, of which 100 were huflars, and 
1500 Sepoys ; the Englifh 700 Europeans, 2000 Sepovs, but no 
■ horfc, excepting a few troopers,, to ferve as fcouts. On the r6th, 

. 5°° of tlie Nabob’s horfc arrived from Arcot; and the next morning 
300 of them, with five-companies of-Sepoys, advanced towards the 
.enemy’s camp, followed by a picquet of 100 Europeans, with , a 
field-piece, and at the fame time the whole line drew out, ready to 
meet a general aftion, if the enemy would give the opportunity ; 

‘ but 
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but they recalled their advanced ports into their intrenchments, and 
only fent out their buffars, who, as before, ventured nothing. - 

This trial convinced Col. Lawrence that nothing but the certainty 
of advantage could bring them to aftion; and enough-being done 
to convince the country that the former retreat had not been 'in 
confequence of fear, he thought it bert to put an end.to the expence of 
the campaign. The army marched away on the 26th, and the enemy 
made no motion to barafs them. On the 28th, they arrived at 
Conjeveram, where 500 Europeans, with 1500 Sepoys, remained 
in cantonments, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Forde.; 
the reft returned to the garrifons and ftations from whence they 
had been drawn. Thus ended this campaign, in which the- whole 
force that Madrafs and Pondicherry could bring into the field, re¬ 
mained 40 days within a few hours march of each other, and fepa- 
rated, Without a man wounded on either fide. Neverthelefs, both 
were right, according to their different views and circumftances, in 
refraining from a£lion. 

The garrifon of Madura was fo much elated by the departure of 
Captairi Calliaud with the bert of the troops, and by the caufe in the 
danger of Tritchinopoly, that the Jemautdars, who had made pro- 
pofals to him, would, not continue any communication with Lieu¬ 
tenant Rumbold and Mahomed Iffoof;. who ordered up fix of the 
12 companies of Sepoys from Tinivelly and Palamcotah, and moved 
the camp from the si e. to the n. e. o'f the town on the other fide of 
the river Vigee,. in order to cut off the communication of the garri¬ 
fon with the river,, from, which they drew their water, as all in the 
tanks of the town and plain was putrid. 

The. four fides of Madura front nearly to the four cardinal points,. 

The river paffing from the n. w. waflres the walls at the n.e». 
angle; the bed, unlefs immediately after heavy rains, lies in 
dry flats of far.d, on Tome of which are buildings; the channels 
between are. fliallow. The Engliih camp extended on the nor¬ 
thern fide of the river,, oppofite the angle, and within, point 
blank of part of the walls on the eaft. and north fides; for 
nothing was feared from the decayed artillery of the town,. 

The 




the guard from the poll on. the other fide, kept poiTeffton, ilrength- - 
ened it with better retrenchments, and Rationed two companies of 
Sepoys to maintain it. This immediate!v obliged the enemy, to 
open another gate, it was that to the iouth, and to get their water 
from the tanks within and without the town, which toon threw 
many of them into fluxes. 

Runibold anti Mahomed Iflbof remained three or four days without 
doing any tiling more, hoping to put the enemy off their guard, and 
then, taking a night when the wind blew very ftrong, advanced 
with a large party of Sepoys, carrying bundles of ftraw mixed with 
more effeftual cpmbuftibles, which they piled and let fire to againft 
the outward doors of, the gateway ; which were Toon confutned, and 
the party fuffered very little, being concealed by the thicknefs of. 
the fmote, and ftill more protected 'by the indifference of the garri- 
fon, who knew their own fecurity; for, when advanced witlr a 
petard through the windings of the gateway to the lecond-door, 
which opened immediately into the city, the troops, to their great 
forprize, found the front of it bricked up with a ftrong wall; upon 
■which fhey retired without delay. . By this time, the Sepoys from 
Tinivelly Were advancing; and Captain Calliaud, being convinced that 
the French army were not likely to return again to Tritchinopoly, had 
detached a platoon of 30 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, and all 18 
pounder, which were likewife on the road to Madura. The garrifou 
hearing of the approach of thefe reinforcements, refolved to make a 
vigorous effort before their arrival. Intelligence was received of their 
intention, anti to be prepared againfl it, the ground on each title of 
'the camp was fluiced by cutting the mound of adarge tank at fome 
diftance in the rear ; and Mahomed.Woof undertook to defend the 
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return of a detachment of <,0 Europeans, which had -come from-., 
and had intclv lent hack to Fort St. David-; and as toon ns . 
tbev 'returned, ho- took the field with 90 -Europeans, -i}Oo--fjcpoyv 
an c*o‘hfccn-j)Oit!Hler, and loo horle fupplied by the king of 'Inn.-, 
jorc; more than half the Europeans were French and Dutch de - 
Icrteny cholen, that none but tiie Englifh foldiers might be left to 
guard the French prifonws in the city. The renter-Moodilee, mi-v - 
turolly timorous, and awed by the imperious temper of Mahomed 
lilbo.f had quitted the camp, and followed • Cal baud. -v.-hen ; he 
marched to the relief of Triicbinopoly; fiom whence he now again 
returned wish him to Madura. '1 he detachment let out. .an the 
25th of June, and arrived on the 3d or jhdy. The Sunns, called . 
from Tni Uh Und 01m d t tevt d , 1 1 i 'h ’ mbol > 

had ncvertheleis been obliged to reduce his operations to preventing., 
the garrilon from getting water from the river, and previfions from 
the country. 

Calliand, feeing the dexteritywith which the enemy had counter¬ 
acted the battery of Rumbold, refolvod to prevent them from op- 
pofing the fame obitacies to that which he intended to erect, by keep¬ 
ing- their, in ignorance of the part lie fhould attack, until the firft 
(hot was fired. The gabions, frncines, and-platforms, .\verc .prc- . 
pared in the camp; and as Jeon as all were ready, the troops al¬ 
lotted marched on the oth at night to the watcrcourle which runs 
to the weft of the city, and railed the'battery againft the curtain 
between the gateway and the tower which had been attempted by. 
cfcalade of the ift of May.. It mounted two eighteen-pounders, 
with four field-pieces, was finiflicd before the morning, and at day-. 
break began to fire. The parapet of the faufle-bray was loon beaten 
down, and the inward walk although ftrong* was by noon fliaken fo 
much, that the parapet of this likewise fell entirely, and the wall it-- 
felf was fufficiently fliattcred, to permit a man to clamber to the top: 
but, in this fhort time, the garrifon hadflaked the rampart behind 
with the trunks of Palmeira trees fet on end: a few fliot knocked 
down fome, nor could any of them have been firmly- fixed* and to 
leave the enemy no more time to prepare farther defences,. Cal-. 

2 baud 
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liaud refoh'ed to ftorm immediately. Of the Europeans, only the 
artillery-men were left at the battery : all the battalion-men, who 
were 120, marched, followed by the company of Coffrees, and they 
by 4.00 Sepoys. Calliaud led the Europeans, and Mahomed Kloof 
the Sepoys. The garrilon had difciplined 300 of their matchlock- 
men as Sepoys ; who, although much inferior to thefe troops, 
were improved far beyond their former (fate; thefe were polled on 
the weftern gateway, which, proje&ing beyond the faufle-bray 
into the ditch, flanked the tower attacked ; and a multitude were 
crowded on the ramparts behind and on each fide of the breach. 
The troops, although galled, advanced refolutely through the ditch 
and fauffe-bray, and four of the molt aftive fcrambled up tire 
breach to the rampart, but were immediately tumbled down dead, 
or mortally wounded. This reprelfed the ardour of thole who were 
following: an officer threw out imprudent words, and the infirmity 
viably caught the whole line, notwithftanding the exhortations and 
activity of Calliaud, who was in the faufle-bray direfling the affault. 
Wholoever mounted afterwards came down without getting to the 
top, pretending the impoffibility, although the danger was as great 
in the faufle-bray below ; for, belides the fhower of othpr annoy¬ 
ances, the enemy had prepared bags and pipkins filled with mere 
powder, to which they let fire as they tolled them down on the 
heads of the afiailants, and the fcorch of the explofion was in¬ 
evitable and intolerable. Nevertbelefs, Calliaud continued the af¬ 
lault half an hour ; when finding that no command was any longer 
obeyed, and that much lofs had been fuftained, he ordered the re¬ 
treat. Four of the braveft ferjeants were killed, and as many 
wounded, and 20 other Europeans were either killed or defperately 
wounded; of the Coffrees 10; of the Sepoys 100 were difabled, 
but few of this body were killed, and fewer died afterwards of their 
wounds. 

The prefidency received intelligence of this repulfe on the 25th, 
and on the fame day two Peons, efcaped from Vizagapatam, brought 
news, that Mr. Bufly had taken that fettlement, in which were 
1 50 European foldiers. Thefe evils were aggravated by the circum- 
2 F 2 fiances 
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and it was a maxim with Balagerow, never to remain to the foutli- 1757. 
ward, with that obftacle between himfeff and his capital. He ''•*5^7-'' 
accordingly inarched away from Sirpi, with the greateft part of ' 

Ins army, 45,000 men, but left 15,000 horfe, as many foot, and 
a large train of artillery, under the command, of a general named May,. 
Balaventrow, to execute the other purpofes of the campaign,, who, 
after receiving the fubmiffious and fines of a variety of petty Poly- 
gars under the lubjeftion of Sirpi, proceeded 40 miles to the s.s.e. 
and encamped between two forts called the greater aiid leffer 
Balabarum, of which the greater refufed to make any fubmiffion,. 
but the kellidar of the other paid 50,000 rupees. From hence 
they proceeded 20 miles farther eaff, and, after a liege of 10 days, 
took Oufcotah. This fort, although far, diftant from the territory 
of Cudapah, belonged to the Nabob of that, province.. Proceed¬ 
ing, they fummoned the fort of Colar, fituated 20 miles beyond 



tile higheft rock of a large mountain, and is impregnable by 
open -force. Balaventrow therefore tried money, which in four, 
days gained the place. They were now within 30 miles of the 
great range of mountains which hound the Carnatic to the weft ; 
and on the 27th of June encamped before the fort of Cudapanatam, June . 
fixty miles n. by w. from the city of Arcot, and commanding the 
entrance of one of the panes into the Carnatic. Balaventrow, 
whiift preparing to attack the fort of Cudanapatam, fent forward 
letters from Baiaicrow, with his own, to the Nabob, and the prefi- 
D 1 e c pedition to Seringapatam, Balajerow had like- 

i t e 1 o the proficiency, in which he complained, that 

11 t f ’’’ mbay had given him no fhare of the plun¬ 

der or 'jiicna : and held out his intentions of vifiting the Carnatic on 
his return from Mviore, in order to fettle, as he faid, the affairs 
of the province : but thefe were deemed expreffions merely defigned 
to mtimmate. nnomuch that the prefidency, in anfwer, invited him 
to corns and ainft them in expelling the French, as the only- 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the country. They were there¬ 
fore not a little furprized to find in the letters now received from 

Balajerow, 
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Balsgerow. and.his agent, to thcmfcivcs, ami in flronger terms to 
the Nabob, a peremptory demand of the Chau! or 'tribute.doe to the 
king of the Morratoes from the Naboblhip of Arcot, which 
Balajcrow. afferted had been iettled by Nizamalmukck'' at-tfix 
hundred thonfand rupees a year, four for the. Carnatic, and two 
for Tritchinopoly and the ibutbern countries ; but that he. had re¬ 
ceived nothing for fix years, that, is, fincc the death of the Nabob 
Anwarodean Khan: the fum he -required was four millions of. 
rupees. • ■ ■ . 

The city of. Arcot was /truck with consternation by the arrival 
of the Morratoes at Cudanapatam, and the 'Nabob .-himfelf appre¬ 
hended the incurfion of feme of their parties even into the town, 
on which the prefidency invited and advifed him to lend - the 
women and children of his family-to Miidrafs; but his-mother, the 
Widow of Anaverdi, having feme prejudice againit the air of the few 
coaft, chofe to remain at Arcot ;■ the reft-arrived on the loth of 
July, paffing without-danger, as the Eng) ifn army were then 
before Vandiwafli. In the mean time a corrcfpor.dence by letters 
and agents was carrying on between the Nabob and Balaventrow. 
Cudapanatam, after a . breach, fur rendered on the i ttii of fnjy ; 
when a ftrong detachment of Morratoes immediately came through 
the pals and inverted Ambore, from which they levied a contri¬ 
bution, and their parties fcoured the valley of Vaniambaddv, quite 
up to the gates of Velore: but Balaventrow himfelf. with the main 
body, remained at Curtapatnam, and lent an officer of diltintlion'and 
great prudence named Armetrow, to negotiate with the Nabob t he 
arrived at Arcot on the 20th : .he demanded 400,000rupees as arrears 
from the Nabob/hip in general, with the referee of colle&ing from the 
forts and Polygars of the Carnatic in proportion. After much dif- 
cufiion, be confented to take 200,000 in readv money, from the 
Nabob, and his referipts on the forts and Polygars for 250,000 more. 
Thefe terms, confidering all circumftances, were moderate; and the 
Nabob thinking that the prefidency would be as well fathliecl with 
them as himfelf, requefted they would furnilh the money out of the 
rents he had affigned to the Company for the expeuces of the war. 
But the prefidency wifbed to annul a claim, which if admitted under 

their 
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their fanftion, might never be relinquifhed. They had, however, 
no alternative but to pay or fight; and no’ contemptible means of 
refiftance were tendered to them at this very time. The Morratoe 
Morarirow, in confequence of his fubmiliions to Balajerow in the 
preceding year atSanore, had joined and accompanied him with 6000 
hor/e in the expedition to Seringapatam. They parted after the re¬ 
duction of Sirpi, and Morarirow returned to his own country with¬ 
out having got any thing by the campaign, not even the pay of his 
troops, which Balajerow regarded as military vaffals to the Morratoe 
fovereignty. The Nabob of Cudapah had been fummoned to pay the 
chout, and had refufed; on which Balaventrow had taken Oufcotah, 
and the Nabob armed. The neighbouring Nabobs of Sanore, Canoul, 
and Condanore, all, as well as Cudapah, Pitans, took the alarm, and 
Morarirow, whofe territory is contiguous to theirs, pretending to fear 
as much as they, propofed that all together fhould make an alliance 
with the Englifh, the Nabob of Arcot, and the Myforeans, not only 
to oppofe Balaventrow at prefent, but to prevent the invafions of Ba- 
lajerow to the fouth of the Kriftna in future. All confented, and Mo¬ 
rarirow, taking the lead, made the propofal to the Nabob and the pre- 
fidency in the moll explicit terms; Cudapah did fo likewife; and both 
proffered to march immediately and give battle to Balaventrow atCu- 
dapanatam, if the Englifh troops would join them there. Theprefi- 
dency could fpare no troops, and was as much afraid of them, as of 
the Morratoes, entering the province; and in this dilemma refolved, if 
poffible, to procraflinate with Armetrow until the arrival of fupplies, 
or intelligence from Europe, fhould give fome certainty to their 
conduit ; and invited him to come to Madrafs, who, on the offer 
of the Nabob to accompany him, confented : they arrived on the 
8th of Auguft, and the next day conferred with the governor, who 
reprefented the merit of the Englifh nation in preferving the 
Carnatic from the dominion of the French, from whom the Mor¬ 
ratoes would never have received any tribute, lince they had paid 
none for the northern provinces; in the reduction of -which he prof¬ 
fered to join Balaventrow with a body of Englifh troops. But both 
fhefe arguments admitted the claim ; and Armetrow perceiving the 




unary ; they gave intelligence, that four fliips of the. line,-.with-a 
frigate, under the command of Admiral Stevens, were failed for 
India. This news produced »o change m die temper of Amietrow, 
whom the utmoft entreaties of the Nabob could hardly prevail on 
not to depart that evening. A conlultatinn was held in..the morn-., 
ing, when it was dually deemed .expedient to-- pay the money ? . but 
on condition that 3000 horlc thould immediately join the Englifh 
troops at Gonjcvcram, and proceed .with-them to attack the French 
army, which flill remained at Vandnvafh,- A ..focond conference 
pafled, in which Armetrow was- as before inflexible. ..afierted the 
cbonl as a right, would receive nothing with any condition ; wheir 
the money was paid, he was ready to treat for the loan of a body 
of horfe. 'Various meffages and explanations, however, detained 
him until the 14th, when in the middle of the night he ordered his 
retinue. 300 Morratoes, to be mreadinefs to inarch in the morning■: 
on which the prefklency rciblveu to pay the money .without referee; 
and he fluid two days more to receive it, part in. coin, and part in 
bills on the fhroffs. During the cinba/lv, Balaventrow went with 
3000 horfe from his camp, at Cudapanatam to the pagoda of Tri- 
petti, which {lands 120 miles n. e. of that, place ; they .palled 
through the ftraits of Damalcherrv, and-'when arrived within ten 
railesf he, at the requeft of the renter who banned the offerings, 
hailed his troops ; and, proceeding himlelf with a few attendants, 
paid his devotions with much, teverenc.e 011c day on die top of the 
mountain, and the next, in the temples below. During the march 
and return of this pilgrimage, he relbaiued all the troops which 
■accompanied him from. committing any violences in .the country- 
through which they pafled : hut leveral parties:from the camp Were 
-atthis -time ravaging the fkirts of the province of Cudapah. .. 

With the other advices from England came orders for. recalling. 
Col. Adlercron and his regiment; but according to pcrmiiiion -from 
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the war-office, moftof the common men iijlifted in the Company’s 1757. 
troops; and there being no conveyance ready to carry away the reft, ATnrt' 
no alteration enfued in the ftrength of the armv. 

The French army at Vandiwafh, as foon as the Englifh cantoned 
themfelves in Conjeveram, employed their Sepoys and horfe to 
ravage the country. A detachment immediately took poffeffton of 
Outramalore, and from thence plundered the diftri&s of Salawauk : 
a much larger, with two field-pieces, marched into the diftri&s of 
Chittapett, where they were furprized and beaten by 200 Sepoys and 
500 horfe from the fort. This routed body being reinforced, divided 
into two, one of which plundered as far as Timery within five miles 
of Arcot, and the other to Cavantandalum within ten ofConjeveram; 
but thefe incurfions were fo fudden and tranfitory, that no motions 
were made by the troops there to repel them. However, 100 
Sepoys were fent from the fort of Arcot, to affift Chittapet, who 
were attacked and made their way through a ftronger party of the 
enemy’s. The month of Auguft palled in thefe alarms, which were 
then fucceeded by one of more confequetice. Of the three feafts 
wbicb'are annually celebrated at Tripetti, that which falls in the 
beginning of September is held in much higher devotion than either 
of the other two, and more money is colledied in proportion, fince 
the number of pilgrims is much greater. In the beginning of June 
Nazeajrulla, the rebel governor of Nelore, returned from Mafuli- 
patam, accompanied by eighty French foldiers. He, however, re¬ 
mained quiet until the Nabob’s troops under the command of Ab- 
dulwahab, had marched away to Arcot, and thofe of the two Poly- 
gars, Damerla Venkytapah and Bangar Yatcham, had withdrawn to 
their homes. He then took the field, but confined his operations 
to incurfions into the opener country of the Polygars, until the 
middle of Auguft, when he marched fuddenly with his whole 
force, and fat down before the fort of Cadawah, fituated within 
twelve miles of Tripetti, and belonging to the Nabob. This mo¬ 
tion left no doubt of his intention to colled! the revenue of the 
approaching feaft, which had for fome years been aftigned to 
the company. On the firft advices of the danger, the prefidency 
Vol. II. 2 G ordered 



•tmfcred a detachment of-ioo Europeans, with two field-pieces, their 
it till*. \ m nd 200 Sepoys, to march with all.expeditiott from 
Conj.'-vernin under the command of Captain Polier ; and at the 
lame time ordered tjic •two l'olygars to aft in concert with this --de¬ 
tachment, which let out on the firft of September. 

On tne Otli, rour ot the company's Flips from England anchored 
m tire road ot Madrals. It was feme time that the Triton, a 
trigate of twenty guns, belonging to the Company, and. com* 
manded by Commodore fames, had been Rationed, to cruize off Pon¬ 
dicherry, m order to intercept any of the enemy's veflels, of give the 
intelligence ot the coaft to all. the Engliih fhips they might meet.;, 
and they were 1 ikewife inftrufled to take out-of the .firft from England 
the recruits they might bring; which were to be immediately 
landed at Fort St. David, as the tafeft and moft.expeditious means 
of reftoring to that ganifon the men which had lately been taken 
from it to ferve in the expedition to Madura, and in the campaign 
of Vandiwaih. The cruizers difeovered the four Indiamen between 
Pondicherry and Fort St. David, joined them off .of Alamparvab, and 
took on board all the recruits, which were 2od ;• but having falleii 
30 miles to leeward, it was the yth at 10 at night before they an¬ 
chored again in the road of Fort St. David. At the dawn of day they 
difeovered 1 1 Flips at anchor, extending from the call-to the fouth, 
and none at more than three miles diftance. The cruizers imme¬ 
diately got under weigh, and were loon convinced that the ffratigers,' 
although they fliewed Englilh-colours, were French Flips. Never- 
thelefs, Commodore James -refolved. to diiembark the recruits in the 
Revenge, feuding as many as the three boats of the Flip could carry 
totheoutfide of the furf, where they were received and landed by the 
maffoolas of the Fiore, which always begin to ply at day-break. The 
boats returning, took the reft of the. recruits, but before they: could 
reach the fliip again, the foremoft. of the enemy’s fquadron were 
come fo nigh, that it was neceflary to fly, and leave the boats to tbe 
Fiore. The Triton not failing lb well as the Revenge,, and. being 
under other reftrifl.ions of fervice, had not ventured the delay, ot 
landing the recruits fhe had taken on board, but had advanced on her 
- way, 
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way, although (lowly, waiting for her comrade, which foon joined 1757. 
her, when both, under fuch a cloud of fail as amazed the enemy, s '^.^ r 
flood before them ; but were nevertheless fo preffed by two of their 
prime failers, which kept without, that they were obliged to fail 
through the road of Pondicherry itfelf; where a (hip of force was 
riding, which, inftead of cutting her cable, and beginning an en¬ 
gagement, fuffered the cruizers to pafs, whilft (he was weighing her 
anchor at the capftone to purfue them. As foon as they were be¬ 
yond Pondicherry, the enemy, afraid of falling to leeward of then- 
port, ceafed the chafe, and anchored in the road. 'The cruizers then 
hailed, and agreed, that the Revenge (hould proceed immediately 
with the intelligence to Bengal, and the Triton to Madrafs, where 
(he anchored early the next morning. 

The council was immediately Summoned, and their determinations 
were foon taken. All the fcribes in the fettlement were not adequate 
to the orders and advices which it became immediately neceffary to 
ilfue. The main body of the army at Conjeveram was ordered to 
come into Madrafs, the detachment with Polier recalled from Tri- 
petti : Calliaud with the Europeans to return from Madura, whether 
taken or not, to Tritchinopoly; if taken, to bring away likewife 
Mahomed IlToof, with 1000 Sepoys. Inftruftions were fent to the 
Englifh garrifons in Carangoly, Chinglapet, and Arcot; and intelli¬ 
gence of the danger to every other fort in the country (ubjefl to, or 
in the interefts of, the Nabob : advices to the prefidency of Bengal, 
and the (quadron there; to Bombay and all the faftories on the Malabar ' 

coaft. A veflfel was difpatched to cruize‘off Ceylon, with intelligence 
for the (hips daily expedited from England. Another was fent to anchor 
off Cobelong, 20 miles to the fouth of Madrafs, in order to make, 
f gnals on the firft appearance of the French fquadron now at Pon¬ 
dicherry. 

The Council at Fort St. David, not obferving, or not dilcerning, 
the motions of the cruizers, fancied the drips they faw arriving, 
were the . men of war expedited from England, with fome of the 
company’s diips under their convoy, and in this perfuafion fent one 
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of the [eat: he was received on board with civility, 
mailoola carried to Pondicherry. 

Several anxious days palled in expectation that the French fiilps 
would bear down from thence, and fcour the road of Madrals, 
where the lofs of the China Ihips would 'have been of much, evil 
confequence to the Company's commerce. Several days more, before 
even an imperfedt account could be obtained, what the French ihips 
were, what force they brought, and what their proceedings after 
their arrival ; and it was, long after, before' the mdtives of their Con*, 
dudt at this time were difeovered. 

The fquadron confifted of fourfliips of 60 gims, two of yo, three 
of 36, 30, and 22, and two of 16 guns, with a bomb-ketch,; in all 
! 2 vcffcls, moll of which failed from France in the end of December, 
but being feparated by a gale of wind, the Iaft did not arrive, at Mau¬ 
ritius until the 25th of June. They brough t from France the, re¬ 
giment of Lorrain, with 50 of the King’s artillery, the whole under 
the command of the Marquis de Soupires, of the rank of maiihal 
de camp, which anfwers to that of Major General with'tis. They 
failed on the j ft of July from Mauritius to the ifle of Bourbon, 
where they took on board Mr. Bouvet, who was appointed to con- 
dufi the fquadron to India; he was governor of this jfland, and one 
of the ableft navigators belonging to France, On the rytli, they 
arrived at Foule Point on Madagalcar, where they remained the reft 
of the month taking in previfions, of which their own iflands were 
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not able to furnifh a fiifficiency. From hence they felled on the 
tft of Auguft, and on the ,9th of September, the day after their ar¬ 
rival at Pondicherry, landed 983 men of Lorrain, of which 63 were 
lick, the 50 artillery-men, and 60 volunteers from Bourbon, with 
their equipages ; befides which had been embarked in the fhips, 20 
pieces of battering cannon, lome mortars, and a great number of 
bombs and balls. M. Soupires, who by his commiffion took the 
direction and command of all military operations, fummoned a 
mixed council, of the military, the marine, and the civil govern-, 
ment, in which he- propofed that the fhips and troops fhould im¬ 
mediately invert and blockade Fort St. David; but the letter from the 
prefidency of Madrafs to ihe Englilh Admiral had been difcovered in 
tlie MalToola, and raifed fuch a confternation in the French fquadron,. 
bv the apprehenfions of feeing every hour a force fuperior to their own,, 
that Mr. Bouvet declared he had done enough in landing the troops, 
and rtioukl fail immediately back to the iflands: no arguments could, 
change his refolution, nor would he wait to difembark the artillery 
and heavy ammunition, becaufe they ferved as part of the ballaft in 
the different fhips, which it would require fifteen days to fhift and 
reinftate in a condition fit for failing. Thus was much,detriment 
prevented by the accident of difeovering the letter, which, at the 
time it happened, was deemed a great mil'chance. 

The fudden departure of the French fhips diminifhed in fome 
degree the apprehenfions.which had been raifed by their arrival. The 
army from Conjeveram was ordered to encamp on the plain near 
Madrafs; the detachment with Polier, which had returned as far 
as Tripaffour, to march back and protect the feaft at Tripetty, until 
concluded; and Calliaud was permitted to continue before Madura, 
if any chance remained of getting the place. 

This officer, very infirm before, fell dangeroufly ill immediately 
after the repulfe of the lart attack, and was obliged to retire to the 
neighbouring village of Trivalore, where he remained until the 4th 
of Auguft, before his health was fiifficiently reftored to endure the 
fatigues of the camp; however, this time was not entirely lort. The 
greater and leffer Moravars, at his felicitation, fent.their troops as far 
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as Coilguddy, ready to aft on call. The Polygar Gatabomir.ague 
came himfelf with 1000 Collcrics. : Myatuth, who was the fugitive 
governor of Madura when Maphuze Khan came into the country, 
quitting the ■ rccefies of Nattain, and riifclaiming all farther con¬ 
nexions -with the rebels, crime to the camp, .with a large rctmuc, 
fotnc troops, and, as a proof of Iris fiiicevity, brought his family : 
by his influence the abidance of moft of the Nattam collcrics was 
fecured. Nabey Cawn Cattcck* the ancient colleague or My an a, kept 
himfelf concealed m the wows of Moravar, without making any 
efforts to aflift the garrilon; ami what perhaps-was equal to any one 
of thefe advantages, 50 Europeans, and a nine-inch moitar, had ar¬ 
rived at the camp from Tntchiuopoly. . 

With the other defections, the Jemautdars u» Madina n.id reafbn 
to doubt of the affiftancc they expected -jiom Maphuze .Kuan with 
the weftern Polygars of Tinivelly, arid from the Myforeans • at 
■Dindigul, 

Five hundred horic and a thoufand foot remained with Maphuze 
Khan at Ncllitangaville, when Eerkatoolah left him and came 
away to defend Madura, which Calliaud at the fame time was march¬ 
ing to attack with the main body of the Englifh troops from Tini-. 
velly. As loon as Calliaud was out of fight, Maphuze Khan and 
the Pulitaver took the field, and were joined- by other Poly-gars,- winch 
all together made up a camp ot 10,000-men. This army marched 
from Nellitangavilie in the latter end of April, and advanced beyond 
Alvar Conrchy within 15 miles of Tinivelly, but .were deterred by 
the Sepoys' left there from attempting the town.; nor did they im¬ 
mediately plunder or terrify the inhabitants of the open country, 
becaufe the harveft, from which they' intended to coilea money, 
would not be reaped until the middle of June; however, they pfib- 
] idled their mandates that all who were accountable to the renter 
Moodilee Ihould then become accountable to them. In the mean 
time Maphuze Khan negotiated with die king of Travancofe for 
aJliftance, with the proS'er of Calacad and all the other diftrifts to 
which the king bad ever made any pfetenfion, and niore; but, left, 
this Ihould'fail, he, with his uiual uncertainty renewed his negoti¬ 
ations- 
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ations with the Englilh, and lent off an agent with letters to Cal- 
liaud, propofing to rent the country from them on the fecurity of 
fubftantial Ihroifs. Lieutenant.Rumbold received thele offers whilft 
Calliaud was returned to the relief of Tritchinopoly, and, thinking 
them worth attention, fent a Jemautdar of Sepoys named Ramanaig, 
with an intelligent Moorman, to confer with Maphuze Khan in 
his camp. They" were accompanied by an efcort of 50 Sepoys ; but 
juft before their arrival, Maphuze Khan had received information, 
that the fix companies of Sepoys, of the twelve left at Tinivelly and 
Palamcotah, were ordered to join the camp at Madura; which 
changed his fchemes, and inftead of negotiating, he furrounaed the 
two deputies and their efcort with his horfe, and threatened to put 
them all to the fword, if they did not fend an order to the Sepoy's 
in garrifon at Palamcotah to deliver the fort to him. The deputies 
with their efcort flood to their arms, and laid, they would rather 
die ; but, juft as the fight was going to begin, one of Maphuze Khan’s 
Jemautdars, named Ally Saheb, declared his detellation of the 
treachery, and joined the Sepoys with the horfe of his command; 
on which the reft recollected themfelves, and retired; but Ally 
Sabeb, having Hill fome lulpicions for the fafety of the deputies and 
their efcort, marched with them to Palamcotah, and delivered them 
1 lafe into the fort. Soon after the fix companies of Sepoys began 
their march from Tinivelly to Madura, and the .harveft began, on 
which the enemy’s army entered the town, where Maphuze Khan 
proclaimed his dominion, which his agents and dependants exercifed 
with much violence and injuftice. Even the Ihroffs, or bankers, did 
not efcape; although the neceffity and neutrality of their occupation 
prote&s their perfons and property throughout Indoftan from the vio¬ 
lence either of the defpot or the conqueror. The main body of his 
army invelted the fort of Palamcotah, which the Sepoys within 
eafily defended, and with lofs to the enemy; but there was danger 
from fcarcity of provifions ; to prevent which, Buffapuniague,. the 
commander of the Sepoys, folicited the aflillance of the Polygar 
Catabominaigue, who ftipulated the cefiion of fomc lands convenient 
. to his diftri&s; which being promifed, he took the field, with his 
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own troop", and tliofe of -his dependant of Ktiaporum. On their 
arrival the garrifon fellisd, and in a flight fkirmifh obliges I tin: 
enemy toraife the liege : after which,. the two Polygars returned to 
their homes, and Catabominaiguc from his, came and joined the 
Englifti camp before Madura. Maphuze Khan continuing at r l ini* 
velly, neither fent money or troops to the Jemautdars, but ftiffered the 
incomes to-be diflipated, notwithfkmdingBerkatoolah had continually 
repreiented to him, that the fcarcitv of proviiions in Madura was- 
daily increafing from the want of money to pay for. them, and of - 
parties in-the-field to-facilitate their importation. 

Berkatoolah was at the feme-time equally difeppointed-of the ar- 
rival of the Myforeans, which had long-been promiied'from day to. 
day, and more lately with aflurance 'that -HyderaJly himfelf was- 
come to Dindigul to command them in perfori; but, on vnorediligent 
enquiry, it was' difcovered. that HyderaJly -was -ftill at Seringapatarn, 
and that the troops at Dindigul did ..not exceed the, ufoal garrifon. 
Tims deferted, he refolved to treat with Calliaud, and proffered to, 
deliver the city, if the Englilh would pay the arrears due from 
Maphuze Khan to the troops within; but made no ffipulatioa for 
thole who had been their former comrades and were now either with 
Maphuze Khan, or any where elle out of the town.- The arrears he 
Anted at x,600,000 rupees, but; on account of fums levied in -the 
country, offered to abate 400,000' : thefe propofals Were ligand by 
himfelf and four of the principal }emautdars. Calliaud,, after treat¬ 
ing them for fome time With contempt, propofed his own ; which 
were, to pay 100,000 rupees for the arrears of the troops, 20,000 . 
as a prefent to "Berkatoolah himfelf, 8000 to each of the four Je,- 
mautdars who had figned with.him, and 2000 to each of the com¬ 
manders of the three companies of Sepoys ; in all 1 50,000. Many 
days and meffages paffed in chaffering concerning the money; during 
which the Polvgars kept their watches fo ffxiftly in the country 
round, that no provifions could be carried in, and the inhabitants 
were reduced to rice alone, and that without fait; on which, all, not 
occupied in military fervices, left the town, and were permitted to go 
away unmolefted. At the fame time the former battery was ilreiigth- 
3 cued, 
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ened, and enlarged to the capacity of receiving all the artillery, 
which were two eighteen-pounders, jo field-pieces, and a nine-inch 
mortar. Every day the diftxels ijicreafed ; and in the beginning df 
September, horfemen daily came over to the camp. On the yth 
Calliaud informed Berkatoolah that his battery was ready, and would 
open the next morning; after which, no terms of compofition would 
be received. The negotiator was a relation of Berkatoolah, whom 
Calliaud had attached by generofities, and Berkatoolah believed : 
his reprefentations in this decifive moment prevailed; and he re¬ 
turned on the morning of the Sth with the treaty figned : the him 
agreed was 170,000 rupees, 20,000 more than the firft offer; and at 
noon Calliaud with the troops were received into the town. This 
important acquifition was made on the very day that Mr. de Soupires 
with the French forces landed at Pondicherry. 

The prefidency received the news on the 16th. It was the only 
advantage which had been gained during the Ioffes and diff 
trefics to which the company’s affairs in Coromandel had been ex- 
pofcd (ince the departure of .the armament to Bengal : it would have 
been deepaed of the higheft importance even in fortunate times; and 
at prefent was the more acceptable, becaufe. fcarcely within ex¬ 
pectation; for, had the furrender been protracted until the arrival of 
the French fquadron had been known to the garrifon, little chance 
would have remained of gaining the place; which continuing in the 
pcffeflion of enemies confederated with the French, would have 
greatly influenced many fubfequent events, by means which were 
now entirely precluded. 

In the mean time the French at Pondicherry were holding councils 
what to do with their new force. It having been determined not to 
attack Fort St. David, from apprchenfions of the Englifh fqua¬ 
dron, Tritchinopoly would probably have been the objeft, if. Mr. 
Soupires had not been inflrufted to refrain from any diftantenterprize, 
which might impair the force under his command, before the ar¬ 
rival of a greater which W’as following from France; when both 
united might attempt any thing. It was therefore refolved to 
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aft in ii;r: country bqpvecn Pondicherry and the Paliar, and to 
begin bv the liege of Chittapct. The FYeiirfv troops, which had 
taken the field before the arrival of thefqtindron, were Hill remain* 
ilia in thror camp at Vandiwaih, and on the 2.tft appeared in fight 
of Chittapct, where, on the 35th,-they were joined by. 300 of .the 
regiment of- Lorrain, and a train of artillery from Pondicherry. 

The advance of the French troops created no little confterhation 
in the city of Arcot. and -incidentally 'became the? earlier of much 
confution there. The '-Nabob had left the government of. the city 
to his brother Abdulwahab, alfiftcd by the councils of his mother,. 
of Sampetrow, who had been the Duan or. miinfter of his father, 
and of Kbrar Cawn, the Btixcv or general of the tr oops. Many of 
the cavalry levied for the expedition to Nolore-, laid lately quitted 
his fisrvice for want of pay: feme had cni-ifled - with -the French at 
Vandiwaih, others with Morf.iz&lly. at- Velore. Tits detection con¬ 
tinuing, one Dana Sing, a ftraggling Jemaufdar, came in the be¬ 
ginning of September, and encamped neat the fuburbs of Arcot with 
a hunched horfe, intending, to incrcate the number, by. enlifting 
fuch as left the Nabob’s fervice, and then offer the- whole to. the heft 
bidder. Thefe praftices are fo common in lndoftan,. that a body of 
cavalry may encamp between two oppofite -armies, and remain un- 
molefted by either, whilft undecided which to join;'and Dana Sing, 
relying on the cuftoms he knew, profecutcd his bufinefs without re- 
ferve, and even with the knowledge of the Englilh commandant in 
the’fort, whom he fometimes vifited. But malicious perfons, who 
were in poffeffion of the confidence of the commandant, began to 
infinuate, that the former as well as the prelent defections were the 
effefts of collufion and treachery, between the. troops and Abdul- 
wa’nab with the others to whom the Nabob had entruffed the go¬ 
vernment. Their artifices awakened his ftipicions, which began to¬ 
ffee the phantoms of plots and confpiracies, after which the flighted 
incidents became proofs to his credulity, and unluckily one hap¬ 
pened, which might have railed miftruft in a more lagackms mind. 
The Nabob’s mother had in appanage the fort of Chitore, btuaced 
in the mountains,, about 30 miles from the pagoda of Tripett.i; and 

governed 
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governed it with the adjacent domain, without the interference of 
any other authority. Being old and infirm, Ihe was fo much fright¬ 
ened by the reports and approach of the French troops, that Ihe 
packed up her treafure and valuable effedts with fome of Abdul- 
wahab’s, intending to fend them to Chitore. The fame malice 
which had already prejudiced, eafily perfuaded the commandant, 
that both the mother and fon intended to make their efcape from 
the city, and take refuge with fome or other of the Nabob’s enemies. 
Every perfon and every circumftance were now fufpedled of treafon; 
a party of Sepoys leized Sampetrow, another the Jemautdar Dana 
Sing; and both were put into confinement. Ebrar Cawn was obliged 
to depart from the city, thevery interpreter and the news-writerof the 
Moratto^s were likewife compelled to go. The fir ft carriages which 
tvere proceeding to Chitore, were likewife flopped and brought to the 
fort, and with them feveral female attendantsbelongingto theNabob’s 
mother, over whofe palace a flrong guard was let, to prevent her 
efcape; and all letters were intercepted. Abdulwahab, fufpedting 
as much mifchief as he was fufpedled of, went off with 40 horfemen 
in the' night, it was the 24th of September, nor thought himfelf 
fafe until he reached Chitore ; the next day his houfe was fearched, 
and the moft valuable of his effedls, with all his papers, were leized. 
For three days and three nights all the Sepojrs of the garrifon were 
marching and countermarching, taking and changing polls, as if the 
town had been in veiled, and in danger of being forced by an army 
of 40,000 men; whereas, luckily, it was not neceffary to fire a 
lingle mulket; neverthelefs the commandant could not be perfuaded 
of this fecurity, and obliged the Nabob’s mother to quit the city on 
the 27th, under a flrong guard from his garrifon, which efcortedher 
to Covrepauk. The Prefidencv heard thefe tidings with amaze¬ 
ment, and finding by the intercepted letters that no evil defigns had 
. been intended by any of the aggrieved, made candid apologies to all; 
and immediately fent another officer to take the command of the 
fort. The Nabob and his mother were convinced and appeafed; 
but Abdulwahab, either from pride, or fome hopes of obtaining an 
2 H 2 inde- 
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' 1 7-5'/- Midcpendeiit-cftablifomeril, -would not return fromChitore,but levied 
. oSoSSC troops, and corndpondcd With tile Morattocs. 

On tl;c firft of October, Mr, fcoupircs-cncmnpcd the reft of the Lor- 
raiu regiment at Valdoor,;is a body ofoblervntion ready either to inter¬ 
cept any succours which might be lent from Fort St, David, or to 
march to the Paiiar. if the main body of the Knfiilh force at Madrafs 
Ihould lake the field to internipt the liege of Chittapet. The kellidar, 
on tin; firft motion of the Frcnch troops, few his clanger, and aiked in 
prelliug, but maul}- terms, the afiiftance of the preJidencv. Jt -was 
then almoft too late, for lire Enghilv had no force at h;yid, huffi- 
cient to - make their way tbrougkthe firft diviGon which:.had fet 
down before bis fort; neverthelels ftraragem and activity ra-irbt- have 
conducted tome. Unfortunately the N-afeub Msfuomcdallv- bore ; a ■ 
deep grudge againft the kellidar. for otrcnces-which power-rarely 
pardons. He. bad received his .-•appointment from Murzaf-ajing, 
which had been confirmed by N'azirjmg, and by bis fuccdlor, the pre- 
fent Subab, on the conditions of the ancient governors of forts in 
Jndoftan, appointed by the Mogul to reftram inftead of ftrengthen- 
ing the hands of the Nabob, againft whom the kellidar is obliged. 
In manv ipftances, to ftiut his gates. Nizar Mahomed never quitted 
this idea of his own dignity, keeping his court,- conftituting officers, 
and levying troops, without afkiog the Nabob's content or approba¬ 
tion ; and feme months before aggravated-his offence by receiving-a 
commiftion from Salabadjing, appointing him. in addition to his 
> own, and with equal privileges, governor of the neighbou riiis; fort 

of Polore, from which bis diftnihs had been often molefted. The 
patents were.nihered into Chittapet with muclrceferaony. and pro¬ 
claimed to the garrifon and vaifals with oftentation, immediately after 
which the kellidar took the field with the greateft part of his force, 
and marched againft Polore. 'IheNabob, ftung and exalperated, re¬ 
proached the.prefidency with the proceedings of their ally, whom, 
having formerly, ferved in Bengal under the Nabob Allavcrtly, heac- 
cufed of a ftrifi connexion with his -fuccefior -Surajahdowlah, -from 
whom he alleged the kellidar had lately received a-large lum of . 
money, to be employed in conjunction with the French at Pondi- 
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cherry, to the dirt refs of his own governmeht and the Englifh affairs 
in the Carnatic. The presidency reprimanded the kellidar for the 
intemperance of his condnft againft Polore, who immediately re¬ 
tired, and apologized with a franknefs fcarcely compatible with dif- 
limulation ; and - from this time, which was the end of the laft 
year, he continued to inform them of his wants, tranfaclions, 
and apprehenfions. Neverthelefs, the Nabob’s reprefentations' 
(i'uch is the infirmity of human nature, which enters even into 
public councils) left fufpicions : otherwife means would, in all pro¬ 
bability, have been contrived to have thrown 100 Europeans into 
the fort at this junflure ; nor would they before have neglefled to 
fiupply it with fome pieces of cannon, which the kellidar had often 
lolicited. The fort of Chittapet is built of ftone, and is exten- 
five, being within the ditch 540 yards from north to fouth, and: 
430 o r the other fides: it has round towers at the angles, and in. 
each of thefe a high cavalier ; befides which, it has only 10 fquare 
towers, three on the longeft, and two on each of the other fides.. 
But all thefe towers are much more fpacious than in the generality 
of the forts of Coromandel; and the gateway on the northern fide is 
the largeft pile of this conftru&ion in the Carnatic, being'*capable of 
containing on its terraces five hundred men drawn up under arms.. 
The fauffe-bray isfkirted by a flraight and flight parapet without 
projections into the ditch, which is lupplied with water, but with 
the iifiial negligence of Indian fortifications, was at this time in'fome. 
parts fordable. Adjacent to the weftern fide of the fort, nearly of 
the fame extent, is a pettah, enclofed by a mud wall with round 
towers. The French carried the pettah by allault,. in which they 
eflablifhed their breaching battery ; erefting likewife two others 
without, to enfilade. The principal battery, as foon as completed- 
was rendered ufelefs by an exceffive fall of rain, and as foon as 
repaired, the kellidar lallied, killed part, and drove the reft of the 
guard away, difmounted the cannon, and carried.off the ammunition, 
and tools. 


The 
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1757- The news of this fucccfs determined'the prcfidency. to lupporc. 

.OitoS! the kellidar; they ordered the commandant- at Arcot to fend a rein¬ 
forcement of Europeans and Sepoys with a fupply of ammunition, 
rcqtiefted the Nabob to fend what horfc he had ready, and Arme- 
trbw, with his detachment of Morattoes, to join and- accompany- 
the reinforcement y and, moreover, promiftng to bear the expence, 
Solicited Balaventrow to detach a larger body - of Morattoes,' 
to harafs the enemy’s. ports, and intercept-, - their -convoys.. 
But the Nabob’s horfe feeing no-ready money, would--not,expole 
themfelvcs: Armetrow - was gone to,-pay bis oevotions-at -Tripctti ; 
and Balaventrow, with the main body of his army had left Cada- 
panatam, and was advanced -leveral -matches towards YUuapore.- 
In this interval the French troops which had been kept back at 
Valdore, arrived before Chitt-apet, and with tire former force were 
rtifficicntto invert: it on ail Tides, and prevent the introduction of any 
Tuccours. 

By the 13th, the breach was prafticabie, when the French rtun- 
moned the kellidar, who aufwered, that he waited the affault. -In 
tire enfuing night a party, in which were the grenadiers of l .orrain, 
concealed themfelves near tire great gateway, where tile ditch was 
fordable, and at dawn of day-the main body advanced from the bat¬ 
tery to the breach, when the ffigual was thrown-up for the other 
party to efealade,' which fucceeded beyond their expectation, 
meeting few to oppofe them; for the' greateft part of the.-gar- 
rilbn were affembled with tire kellidar at their head at the breach, 
which they defended manfully, until he fell dead, ffrot by- 
two mulket balls : at the fame inftant the efealade had gained 
the terrace of' the gateway, from which-they proceeded along the 
rampart, driving all before them until they came in flank ot the 
breach, where their fire and onfet confounded tire refiftance againft 
the main aflault, which" a few minutes after gained the rampart 
likowife, when the conqueror fpared neither -the proftrate nor the. 
fugitive, excepting the Englifhfoldiers, who were nineteen, to whom 
quarter was offered, which they accepted. None other off the garrifon 
cleaned, excepting fuch as jumped from the walls, and gained the 
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plain; amongfl whom were about 50 of the Englilh Sepoys. Fire 17^7 
was fet to the dwelling of the kellidar, probably becaufe the women 
had barricaded their apartments ; and an event is told concerning 
the fate of his principal wife, which, to fave a difgrace to human 
nature, we lhall not repeat. Thus fell Nizar Mahomed, a victim 
to his good faith, although fufpefted of treachery, and with the ut- 
mofl gallantry, although fcarcely believed to be brave. The pre- 
lidency much regretted his fall, becaufe owing in fome meafure to 
their own neglect, by which their other allies might be rendered dif¬ 
fident of their afliftance in the hour of danger and diftrefs. 

Nazeabullah, on the approach of the detachment with Polier, 
broke up his camp before Cadawah, and retired to Nelore ; where 
he flopped all the votaries palling from the northward through his 
territory to the feaft at Tripetti, of which the income by this inter¬ 
ception was confiderably diminifhed ; as foon as concluded, the de¬ 
tachment returned to 'Madrafs, where they arrived on the 25th of 
September, but in the way Polier Tent off two companies of Sepoys 
to reinforce thofe already at Conjeveram, The fall of Chittapet 
alarmed the prefidency for all their out garrifons ; and precautions 
were taken in proportion to their importance. Carangoly handing 
15 miles s.w. of Chinglapet, on thefouth fide of thepaliar,,. and near 
the late acquifitions of the French, was garrifbned by 300 Sepoys; but 
as its walls were in a ruinous condition, they were ordered to retreat, 
on imminent danger, to Chinglapet, and to repair thither if Chinglapet 
were threatened before them. Whatdiftricts were beyond Carangoly, 
and occupied only by flight parties of the enemy’s troops, were con- 
figned to the recovery and management of Murzafabeg, a par- 
tizan recommended by the Nabob, who was to account for nothing, 
and maintain them as he could, out of the revenues he might 
collect. Stores, ammunition, and fome Europeans were fent to 
Arcot; and Timery, Covrepauk, Cavantandelum, and two or three 
other, but fmaller forts, were ordered to act in retpect to Arcot, as 
Carangoly to Chinglapett. But the French army, fearful of ven¬ 
turing too far from Pondicherry, and ftill more of crofiing tire 

Paliar, 




could reach Madura, anti • without -delay-bCgan -bis march hack, to. 
Tritchinopoly, with all the Europeans ; but left Mahomed Jtibof 
with the Sepoys and the reft of the camp, to defend Madura and its 
dependencies, and to-recover and protect, as far as the-.force and oc¬ 
casions allowed, tire diftricts of Tmivcllv : for the timidity of Mo- 
tlilee could not Hand the field ; and dreading full more to be left 
alone with Mahomed lffoof, he again accompanied Captain CaJhaud; 
who the dav after he left Madurai, met at Nattam the firft letters 
of the prefidency ordering both himtelf and Mahomed llfcof to: return 
immediately to Tritchinopoly ; nevertheless feveral arrangements, ne- 
ceflarv on a new acquifition of fuch-importance, induced him to con¬ 
tinue Mahomed lffoof ten days longer at Madura. On the 20th, he 
himiblf arrived with the Europeans, 250, at Tritchinopoly, where 
he was loon after informed, that the whole-of the French .force had 
taken the field ; and although in the interval he received orders coun¬ 
termanding the return either of hitnfelfi or Mahomed lffoof, he now 
preferred the iirft' idea of being ready to make head at Tritchino¬ 
poly, with a ftrong force, until the feafon,;intelligence,, .or.-the 
chance of war,, might determine what mightjuftly.be apprehended 
■fromtheoperations of the enemy. Accordingly Mahomed-lffoof with- 
•a -thoufand Sepoys, followed him and arrived at Tritchinopoly-on- the 
8th of Oaober. In tire mean time Bcrkatoolah had been fent. with 
propofols to induce Maphuze Khan to quit the Tinivelly country, but 
the arrival of the French force had.elevated him with inch hopes, 
■that he rejefted all terms excepting the government both of Madura 
and Tinivelly at certain-tributes, which -he never -intended to. pay,. 
This an fiver- Mahomed lffoof received before he -left Madura as 
alfo certain intelligence that Hiderally, the Myfore genera!, was 
at length arrived with a confiderable force-at Dindigul; and, as the 
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letting in of the rains in the Carnatic had by this time removed all 1757. 
apprehenlions of immediate danger to Tritcfimopoly, notwithffand- oa' c to 
ing the reduction of Chittapet, Calliaud refolved that Mahomed 
liToof lhould return again to Madura with the troops he had brought, 
as foon as they were refrefhed and furniihed with lorne additional 
equipments. They accordingly fet out on the 20th of GCtober. 

On the 16th, the fame day that the prefidency received the news 
of the lofs of Chittapett, arrived a veffel from Bengal with authen¬ 
tic advices of the revolution in that province produced by the fuc- 
cei's at Plady : the tucceeding days and veffels brought to the com¬ 
pany, and to individuals, fome part of the treafure which had been 
poured into Calcutta by that extraordinary event, and the reputa¬ 
tion of a credit, adequate to the utmoft wants of the Englifh affairs 
in Coromandel: but this unexpected profperity was fomewhat cloud¬ 
ed by the certainty of not receiving back any part of their troops 
in this feafon of neceffity. Nor were any of the Ihips of war to be 
ex-petted ; for Admiral Pococke, on hearing of the French fqua- 
dron, had taken the refolution of remaining in the Ganges until 
January, for the protection of Calcutta, and in expectation of being 
joined there by the fhips coming from England; foon after, arrived, 
the Queenfborough frigate, difpatched by Commodore Stevens in 
Auguft, from St. Auguftine’s bay in the ifland of Madagafcar, with 
information of his intentions to proceed with the four {hips under 
his command, to Bombay, from whence they could not reach the 
coafl until the beginning of the next year; but the approach of the 
tempeftuous feafon JefTened this difappointment, as it was known that 
the French themfelvcs expeCtcd no more fhips of force during this 

The French army from Chittapet appeared before Trinomalee 
on the 18th. This place, notwithftanding the gallant defence of 
Berkatoolah in 17^3, is more famous for its fandity than ftrength; 
it is ntuated 30 miles s. s.w. of Chittapet, and 30 w. of Gingee, 
a craggy mountain, about two miles in circumference, and riling 
in the middle to a great height, hath, befides others, on the bigheft 
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J757. rock, a fmall chapel, which is held in extreme veneration, from a 
October perfuafion, that whofoever, except the appointed Bramins, (hould 
prefume to enter it, would immediately he confumed b_v a fubterra- 
neous fire, rifing for the occalion. On the eaftern jicle is a large 
pettah, Unrounded by a flight mud wall; it was this Berkatoolah 
defended; from which are the only paths leading to the chapels, 
and in the innermoft part, immediately under the mountain,, is a 
fpacious and well-built pagoda, the refidence of a multitude of 
Bramins and their families; as well as of the images to which the 
whole mountain and pagsda are confecrated. The mountain, pet¬ 
tah, and a fpace of arable land to the ■ weft ward, is encloled by a 
bound hedge, fuch, although not & thick fet, as that of Pondi¬ 
cherry. The Nabob's governor anjj^gi&ifon abandoned the pettah 
on the appearance of the French army j which then feparated into 
various detachments againfl various places. The neighbouring kel- 
lidar of Polore furrendered on the firft fummons, and the ftronger 
fort of Ami, redeemed the attack, which was threatened', although 
November, not intended, for a fum of money. On the 4th of November the 
ftrongefl of the detachments commanded by Saubinet appeared be¬ 
fore the fort of Thiagar, otherwife called Tagadurgam. This 
Hands 30 miles fouth of Trinomalee, in the high road to Voicon- 
dah and Tritchinopoly. It eonfifts of two fortifications, on a high 
mountain, one above, but communicating with the other, and a 
pettah on the plain to the eaftward, which has not only the com¬ 
mon defence of a mud wall, but is likewife furrounded at a fmall 
diftance by an impenetrable hedge ; from which the cannon and 
mufketry of the French detachment could not remove the match¬ 
lock men who defended it, concealed themfclves, and hitting every 
thing that appeared in fight : after two days trial, Saubinet received 
orders to return to Pondicherry, and all the other detachments were 
recalled at the fame time. They had reduced eight forts in the 
neighbourhood of Chittapet,Trinomallee, and Gingee, and eftabliihed 
renters in the diftrifls which depended on them. 

As foon as the rains abated, the garrifons of Outramalore and 
Chittapet fent out parties to attack the di ft riels and fmaller forts de¬ 
pendant 
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jiendatit on Carangoly and Arcot, and flight fldrmifhes enfued with 
various iucccis. The harveft ripening in the beginning of Novem¬ 
ber, Murzafabeg took port with 300 Sepoys levied by himfelf, and 
other force, in the fort of Trivatore, which, Handing midway be¬ 
tween Outramalore and Arcot, was the moft central lituation to 
proteft the diftrifts under his own management : the fort being 
ftrong enough to refill: a Hidden aflault, parties detached from it 
frequently beat away tliofe of the enemy, fent to levy money from 
the villages for the redemption of their grain in the field, until the 
enemy inverted the fort with 800 Sepoys, joined by fome Europeans, 
with three field-pieces. Captain Richard Smith commanding at this 
time in Arcot, on notice of the danger,. detached five companies of 
Sepoys with a platoon of Europeans, under the command of Lieu¬ 
tenant Wood, who, halting near Trivatore during the night of 
the 13th of December, fell upon thebefiegers at day-break the next 
morning, beat up all their ports, and took their field-pieces, with 
which lie returned the day after to Arcot ; but left one of his com¬ 
panies of Sepoys to reinforce Trivatore. On the 28th, 500 Sepoys 
came again and took pofleflion of the pettah, but were driven away 
by the garrifon on the laft day of the year. At -the fame time ano¬ 
ther. party from Outramalore blocked up two companies of Sepoys, 
placed in the mud fort of Cavantandelum, which ftands'about to 
miles to the n. of Outramalore, and about midway between Sala- 
wauk and Conjeveram. Enfign Banatyne marched with five com¬ 
panies from Carangoly, and beat the enemy away; but deeming the 
port untenable, withdrew the guard. Thus ended the year in the 
ciiftricts of the Carnatic near the Paliar. 

The Morattoe, Balaventrow, immediately after the conclufion of 
Armetroiv’s negotiation, and his own devotions at Tripetti, 
marched with the main body of his army from the pafs of Cu- 
dapanatam, into the country of Cudapah. The Nabob of this 
province had aflembled his force, 6000 borfe, and had been joined 
by thofe of Canonl, with 3060 more, all reputed, although not 
really, Pitans. This army waited for the enemy near the city of 
Cudapah, which ftands about 150 miles n. and by w. of Arcot, 
2 I 2 and 
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rj^y. and is ail open town. The Morratoes, contrary to their ufual war- 
fare, were as eager for a decifive battle as the Pitans. It was fought 
on the 24th of September with much fury, and ended with the 
death of the Nabob of Cudapah; the city fell a prey to the conque¬ 
rors, who plundered every thing, and found a valuable booty. Ba- 
laventrow loon after received, with the requefl of the prcfulency, 
an order from Balajeroyv, to affift the Eugliih, and immediately- 
detached 1000 horfe to Arcot; hot they did uot arrive until Chit- 
tapet was taken ; and the iliblequeiit motions of the French 
threatening no forts of importance, which it was in the power of 
the Englilh force to proteil without rilquing a general battle, the- 
prefidency fpared the expencc of taking this cavalry into their pay; 
which however did not join the French, but remained with Arme- 
trow at Arcot until the 5th of December; when he proceeded with 
them and his former elcort to Velore, where they remained quietly 
until the end of January, waiting the orders of Balaventrow. 

The only attempt made by the French troops, after the retreat of 
their army into Pondicherry, was againft Palamcotah near the Co-. 
leroon, which they inverted, in the beginning of December, with 
100 Europeans, feme field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, from the gar- 
rifon of Chilambartmi, but, having no battering camion, they were 
only ahle to get pofleflion of the pettah, from whence they col¬ 
lated the revenues of the lands dependant on the fort, which, as 
we have faid in a former part of our narrative, were an appanage of 
the Nabob of Cudapah, and were commanded by one of his near 
relations. The death of the late Nabob did not alter the depen- 
dance, and as he had been for fome time on friendly terms with the 
Englifh, 30 Sepoys, with as much ammunition as they could carry, 
were fent from Fort St. David, and found means to get into the fort. 

Whilft Mahomed Iffoof was waiting the dccifion of his return from 
Nivtmlcr. Tritchinopoly to Madura, Hyderally had marched from Dindigul, 
took the fort of Sholavanden without reliftance, and entered the dif- 
trifts of Madura without oppofition. He continued leveial days 
under the walls of the city; but, finding it much ftronger than he 
expcfled, contented himielf with plundering the country, fend- 
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ing off the cattle and other booty to Dindigul. On' the ap¬ 
proach of Mahomed IfToof, he took poft with a part of his army 
near the iflue of the pafs of Nattam, in order to intercept his 
march. Mahomed IfToof without hefitation attacked, and, with 
the advantage of fuperior difciplinc, and the execution of his field- 
pieces, obliged the Myforeans to give way ; who, decamping the 
cnfiuing night, eroded the country to Chev^lpctore. By this time, 
the rnifehief they had done having left -liothing more to get 
worth the expence of remaining in the country, Hyderally colle&ed 
his detachments, and returned to Dindigul. Mahomed IfToof, on 
his arrival at Madura, entitled 400, the beft of Berkatoolab’s ca¬ 
valry ; the whole of which were remaining encamped 15 miles from: 
the town, waiting for the fecond payment of the agreement,.having 
as neutrals, neither given molcftation to the Myforeans, or received, 
any from them. He, at the fame time, fent invitations to thofe. 
with Maphuze Khan, and whatibever other bodies were adding as 
independent plunderers in the Tinivelly country.. As foon as the 
Myforeans were gone, he began his march to Tinivelly, with a 
very confiderable force. Palling along the diftriCts of Etiaporum, 
the Polygar redeemed his hoflages, which were in the camp, pay¬ 
ing 18,700 rupees, the balance of his fine. The army arrived at the. 
town of Tinivelly about the middle of November, from whence Ma¬ 
phuze Khan on their approach had retired to Nellitangaville. He 
i bad, during his refidence there, made various attempts to get pof- 
feffion of the fort of Palamcotab, but had taken Calacad, and- 
given it to the king of Travancore. Mahomed Iffoor, with a part- 
cf the arm)', marched immediately againft this place, which the. 
Travancores abandoned without refiftance, and, being followed by. 
him, retired behind their walls in the palTes of the mountains, at • 
the foot of the promontory. At the fame time, the appearance of. 
other detachments drove away the guards which Maphuze Khan had 
placed in Papaneolam, Alvarcoiuchy, and Bermadals; and thofe ft a- 
tioned by the Polygar of Vadagherry, in Tirancourchy. All thefe 
places lie to the N.tv. of Tinivelly, about Nellitangaville; .and parties • 
of Sepoys were left to maintain them. Mahomed .IfToof bad returned 
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ro Tmiveiiv bv the end oi November; and on the 2-dth'of this 
-roontn. a Jemautdar or boric, lately cnlifted, endeavoured, with 
lonac ol' his troops, ro break through his-gnaws to the apartment 
m -.','111011110 was. asuuial, laid down to hoop m.tue afternoon. Ma¬ 
homed 1 floor irartmg up joined ho guards, ana mete . coming, ail 
■‘he iii 11 ie ltd) unit! fl o , * ut ’ 3 1 1 on " >f the i op¬ 
ponents. err tins time Jie receiveo intelligence .that - the . Frenph 
0 i i un ‘i p a < Si n ili t Id ik oj . 

10 JC 1 Entail tubal 1 c 1 to ink i! Dn jd, vk, 
t he l auiul it n s < p, \ i i i oi i ig inft 

M du a dill I Ig ! p Ol toi i -> b cwd, «rr[ dtt'i- 
lnined bine I ( k f n 1 U “ c l< tin v ro dm Jv, 

on the ift. or December, he..began Jus irmvn from. .Tjmvellv. 
1 the e a d 11 d e od i pnfo, i jfue illinetnn leV 

ac-aiiiit ntanlnize khan and ms aloes, anti on .the 4th. arrived at 
Uncvclpetore, where be remained -waning jor more certain advices 
oonccrmng -the- Mvioreans. until die enu or the montn; and in the 
mean time, fent a ftrong decacjiment to repair the tort .of Shola- 
vanden. Before mis time, no imther expeciation remained-of Mon- 
dilee's aoibnes to manage -tae revenues ; and he. w as called to Ma- 
tlrais. in order to exhibit and explain the details oi ins afiruintltra- 
tion : but remained uck and icttling his accounts m tne woods oi 
Xondiman. Calliaud han lent Lieutenant ixumbolcl in the month 
ot Auguft to communicate the fate of tne country; but this of¬ 
ficer died on the wav at Fort St. David m me month of feepfern- 
ber : and the prefidenev, as loon as the rains were tec in,, ordered 
Calliauct himleif to come, He arrived on the litti of iNovember, 
under the lateguard of a paflhort from Pondicherrv, and havip-r 
•communicated ms .tcnowieage ana opinions, returned on tne 4th, anti 
reached Tritchinopoly on the 12th of December: his reprefenta- 
tions convinced the prefidency., that the diHurbances would .never 
ceafe, nor any revenue be collected, adequate to the mil itary expences, 
whilft Maphuze Khan maintained his force, pretentions, and al- 
Jiances.in thefe countries. It was therefore propofed to the Nabob, 
who frill continued at Mad raft, that Maphuze Khan fhould be aft- 

lured 
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lured of receiving an annual income, fuffieient for his decent main¬ 
tenance, out of the revenues, provided he would quit the country 
with his cavalry, and dilband his other troops. By this plan, if 
nothing Ihould be got, nothing would be loft ; and the French,, 
fruftrated of all connexions, would find it imprafticable to get loot¬ 
ing in thefe provinces. The Nabob approved the propola], and 
lent an agent to treat with Maphuze Khan. 

Thus ended this billy anxious year in the Carnatic and its depen¬ 
dencies, during which almoft every day brought the folicitude of 
fome fufpended event, or the expectation of fome important mif- 
chauce j but. unremitting caution, and. vigilance, directed by know¬ 
ledge and fagacitv, fupplied. the defe£t of force. The 011I3- error 
committed by the prelidency was their neglefl of Chittnpet, which 
was leverely atoned, by its fofs. The only advantage obtained was 
the acquihtion of Madura ; but this much more than compenlated all 
the detriments of the year. Thus the Englilh councils. To thole of 
Pondicherry no blame could be imputed, becauie they were reftrifted 
by the mod pofitive orders from France, and even ventured more, 
than they were authorized to. rifque.. 

Mr. Buffy, the commander of their forces in the Decan, had: 
during this year employed them with much more activity, becauie 
uneontrouled in his operations.. His.army, continuing their march, 
from Hyderabad, arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna in the end of 
November < 5 f the. preceding year, from whence, inftead of going to 
Mafulipatam, they ftruclt to the north-eall, and proceeded by a 
frequented road,, through the province and city of Elore, from 
whence they arrived on the 19th of December at the city of Ra T 
mundrum, fituated on the Godaveri, about. 30 miles from the lea. 
and a day’s march from the Englilh factory at Ingeram. Or. their 
approach, Ibrahim Cawn, whom Mr. Buffy had railed to the go¬ 
vernment of this and the province of Chicacole, dreading the- pu- 
nifhment of his ingratitude during the diftrefs of Cbarmaul, quit¬ 
ted the country, and went away to Aurengabad ; but the Rajah 
Vizeramrauze, confident in the proofs he had given of his attach-? 
ment, met tiieir army, accompanied by feveral other Indian chiefs-, 
with their forces, which, with his own, amounted to 10000 men; he. 
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■was received with every mark of- relpoft, and employed thc-fevOiir. •• 
in which lie- fined to the gratification of -tin ommofity, which- had 
long been the leading pahion of- his mind. The- tradition, of thefe'- 
countries lavs,-that nianv centuries before Mahomcdaniiin, a king 
of Jagsrcrnaut, in Orixa, marched-to the fouth .with a -great arrnv, 
which ibbriued not only thclc provinces, but, crofting, the Kriftna. 
conqncrcd in the Carnatic, as far as. Conjeveratnthefe conqueils 
he diftributed in- many portions, to his relations, officers, and menial 
Servants, from whom feverui of the prelent northern polygars pre- 

verv difiiicb which- were, then given-to their unoeftor. • All who 
claim this genealogy, -ellecm themfelves the higheft blood of native 
Indians, next to die Bramins, equal to t'ue Rajpoots, and tiippoit 
this pre-eminence by the hanghtieft obfervances, infoimich that the 
•breath of a different religion, and even of the meaner Indians, re- 
. entires ablution: their women .never transfer themfelves to a fe- 
cond, hut burn with the-hufband of their virginity ; and,' although 
this cruel practice is not unfrequent in moll of the high-families 
and caffs throughout India, yet it is generally optional : but with 
the women or there anlient Poly-gars, the nroft-indilpemable of 
neeefbues. . - - - . • 

The tudl m rank of tliefe Polygars, who all call themfelves 
Rajahs, was Rangarao of Bobilee : the fort ■ of-this name Rands 
ciote to the mountains about T40 miles n. e. of Vizagapatarn ; 
the diftricls are about twenty fquare miles. There- had long 
been, a deadly hatred between this Polygar and Vizeramrauze, 
whofe perfon, how much foever he rented his-power, Rangarao 
held in the utmoft contempt, as of low extraftion, and of new 
iiote. DiRrifts belonging to Vizeramrauze adjoined to thofeof 
Bobilee. -whofe people diverted the water of the rivulets, and made 
depredations, which Vizeramrauze, for want of better military 
means, and from the nature of Rangarao’s country, could, not reta¬ 
liate. Vizeramrauze ufed his utmoft influence and arguments to 
perluade Mr. Bufly of the neceffity of -removing this neighbour; 
and Sir. Bully propofed, that he fihould quit his hereditary ground 
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of Bobilee, in exchange for other lands of greater extent and value, 
in another part of the province; but Rangarao treated the propofal 
as an infult. Soon after, it became neceflary to fend a detachment 
of Sepoys to fome diflritts at a diftance, to which the Ihorteft road 
lay through fome part of the woods of Bobilee : permiffiori was 
obtained ; but, either by fome contrivance of Vizeramraiize, or the 
predetermination ofRangarao, the detachment was Iharply attacked, 
and obliged to retire with the lofs of 30 Sepoys killed, and more 
wounded. Vizeramrauze improved this -moment of indignation; 
and Mr. Buffy, not forefeeing the terrible event to which he was pro¬ 
ceeding, determined to reduce the whole country, and to expel the 
Polygar and all his family. 

. The province ofChicacole has few extenfive plains, and its hills ill- 
creafe in frequency and magnitude, as they approach the vaft ran^e 
of mountains that bound this, and the province of jRajahmundrum, 
to the n.w. The hills, and the narrower bottoms which feparatc 
them, are buffered to over-run with wood, as the beft prote&ion to 
the opener vallies allotted for cultivation. The Polygar, befides his 
other towns and forts, has always one fituated in the moft difficult 
part of his country, which is intended as the :laft refuge for him-, 
felf and ali of his own blood. The lingular conftruffion of this 
fort is adequate to all the intentions of defence amongft a peopleunufed 
to cannon, or other means of battery. Its outline is a regular Iquare, 
which rarely exceeds 200 yards; a large round tower is raifed at each 
of the angles, and a Iquare projedtioii in the middle of each of 
the .fides. The height of the wall is 22 feet, but of the rampart 
within only 12, which is likewife its breadth at top, although 
it is laid much broader at bottom ; the whole is of tempered clay, 
raifed in diftinfl layers, of which each is left expofed to the fun, 
until thoroughly hardened, before the next is applied. . The parapet 
rifes 10 feet above the rampart, and is only three feet thick. It is 
indented five feet down from the top in interftices fix inches wide, 
which are three or four feet afunder. A foot above the bottom of 
thefe interftices and battlements, runs a line of found holes, ano¬ 
ther two feet lower, and a third within two feet of the rampart; 

Von, II. 2 K Thefe 



cannot be inferted or cut in the clay. The towers, and the fquarc 
proje&iods' in.the middle, have the fame parapet as'the reft of the 
wail ; antl in ttvo of the proje£honsyon oppofitc fidcs of the fort, arc 
gateways, of which the entrance is not in the front, but on one fide,, 
from whence it continues .through half the mafs, and then turns by 
a right angle into the pi ace ; and, on any alarm,-the whole paffage 
is choked up with trees, and the cutfidefiirrounded to fbme cliftanee 
with a thick bed of ftrong brambles. The .rampart and parapet is 
covered by a Hied of ftrcmg thatcli, iupported by ports ; the eaves of 
this fired projeft over the battlements, - but fall lo near, that a man 
can fearedy lqueeze his body between:: this filed is fheltcr both to 
the rampart and guards, agaitift -the fun and rain. An area of yoo 
yards, dr more, in everydireflion round the forty is preferved dear, ot 
which the circumference joins the high wood, which is kept thick, 
three, four, or five miles m breadth around this center. Few of thefc 
forts permit more than one path through the .wood.. The entrance 
of the. path * from without is defended by a wall, exafliy iimtlar in 
coaftrutfion and ftrength to 'one of the fides of the fort ; having .its 
round .towers at the ends, and the fquare proje&ion-with its gateway 
in the middle. From natural fagacity they , never raife this redoubt 
on the edge of the woody but at the bottom of a recefs, cleared on 
purpofe, -and ■ on 1 each fide of the recefs,: raife breaft-works of'-earth 
or hedge; to gall the approach.. The path admits only three men 
abreaft, winds continually, is every where'commanded by breaft- 
works in the thicket, and has in its Cour.fi? feveral redoubts, fimilar 
to that of the: entrance, and like that flanked by breaft-works on each 
hand. ; Such were; the defences of Bobilee ; againft which Mr, 
Buffy marched, with 750 Europeans, of whom ayo were horfe, 
four field-pieces, and-11000 Peons arid SepOys, ■ the army oflVize- 
ramrauze, who commanded them in perfon. 

fWhilft the field-pieces plied the. parapet of the flrft redoubt at the 
:ciitrance;oF die 'wood, de'tachnicrhs entcrecl ihto the fide of the reefeft 
■ : . With 
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with fire and hatchet, and began to, make,a.way, which tended to 
bring them in. the rear of the redoubt; and the guard, as foon as com 
vince'd of their danger, abandoned their flatiqiv and joined thofein 
the polls behind ; the fame operations continued through the whole 
path, which was five miles in length, and with the fame fuccefs, al¬ 
though not without lofs. When in fight of the fort, Mr. Buffy 
divided his troops into four divifions, allotting one, .with the field* 
piece, to the attack of each of the towers. Rangafao was here, 
with all his parentage, 250 men bearing arms, and nearly twice 
this number of women and children. 

The attack commenced at day-break, on the 24th of January, 
with the field-pieces againfl the four towers ; and the defenders, left 
fire might catch the thatch of the rampart, had pulled it down. By 
nine o’clock, leveral of the battlements were broken, when all the 
leading parties of the four'divifions advanced at the fame time, with 
fcaling ladders ; but,.after much endeavour .for an.hour, not a man 
had been able to get over the parapet; and many had fallen'wounded; 
other parties followed with as little fuccefs, until all were fo fatigued, 
that 4 ceffation was ordered, during which the-field*pieces, having 
beateu down more of-.the. parapet, gave the fecund attack more ad¬ 
vantage.; but the ardour of., the defence-encreafed with the danger. 
The garrifon .foughV with the njdignant ferocity-of wild beafts,. de : 
fending their .dens and families :;feveral of them' flood, .as in .defi¬ 
ance, oh the top" of'the battlements, and endeavouredyto. grapple 
with the full afeendants., .hoping, with them to twill--the .ladders 
down; and this Failing, flabbed. with''their,!lances, but being, wholly 
expofed themfelves,.'vyere eafily’ihot' bymjm.froni the rear - of the 
elcalade. The ’aflailajits admired,;,for.no-.Europeans- had ever .feen 
"fuch excels of courage in the natives , of Indoftan, and continually 
offered quarter, which.was .always anfwered by.the menace and in¬ 
tention of death; not a man had.gained the rampart at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, when another-ceffation of the attack-enfued.-; on which 
Raiigarao affembled-the .principal men, told- them there Was. no 
hopes of maintaining the fort, and. that .it was immediately .ne» 
cefiary. to preferve their .wives and children from the violation of 
. . 2K2 European?, 
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Europeans, and the raw ignominious authority of Vizeramrauze. 
A number called without diStinflion were allotted to the work ; they 
proceeded, every man with a torch, his lance, and' poignard, to the 
habitations in the middle of the fort, to which they ftt fire indiferi- 
minately, plying the flame with ftraw prepared with pitch and brim- 
ftone, and every man ftabbed Without remorfe, the woman or child, 
whichfoever attempted to efcape the flame and fuflfocation. Not the 
helplefs infant, clinging to the bofom of its mother, faved the life of 
either from the han<f of the huShand and father. The utmoft ex- 
cefles whether of revenge or rage, were exceeded by the atrocious 
prejudices which dictated and performed thiajiorrihlc facrifice. The 
maflicre being finished, thofe who accomplished it returned, like men 
agitated by the furies, fo die themfeh-es on the walls. Mr. Law, 
who commanded one of the divifioris, obfcrved, whilft looking at 
the conflagration, that the number of the defenders was considerably 
diminished, and advanced again to the attack : after feveral ladders 
had failed, a few grenadiers got over the parapet, and maintained 
their footing in the tower nntil more fecured the poSTeSEoh. Ranga- 
rao hastening to the defence of the tower, was in this inSlant killed 
by a muSket-ball. His fall encreafed, ifi poffible, the deSperation of 
his friends; who, crowding to revenge his death, left the other parts 
of the ramparts bare ; and the other divifions of the French troops, 
having advancedlikewife to their refpeftive attacks, numbers on atl iides 
got over the parapet without opposition : neverthelefs, none of the 
defenders quitted the rampart, or would accept quarter; but each fell 
advancing againft, or Struggling with, an antagonist; and' even when 
fallen, and in the l'aft agony, wduld re Sign his poignard only to death. 
The Slaughter of the conflidt being completed, another much more 
dreadful, prefented itfdf in the area below : the tranfport of vidlory 
loSt all its joy : all gazed on one another with Silent afloniShment 
and remorfe, anti the fiercest could not refufe a tear to the deplorable 
dcStrudtion fpread before them. Whilft contemplating it, an old 
man, leading a boy, was perceived' advancing from a distant recefs : 
he was welcomed with much attention and refpeft, and conduced 
by the crowd to Mr. Law, to whom he prefented the child with 
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tfeefe words : “ This is the fon of Rangara<\ whom I have preserved 
“ again# his father's will.” Another emotion now fucceeded, and 
the prefervation of this infant was felt by all as fome alleviation to 
the horrible cataftrophe, of which they had been the unfortunate au¬ 
thors. The tutor and the child were immediately fent- to Mr.. 
Bully, who, having heard of the condition of the fort, would not. 
go into it, but remained in his tent, where he received, the iacred. 
captives with the humanity of a guardiaaappointedby the ftrongeft 
claims of nature, and immediately commanded patents to be pre¬ 
pared, appointing the Ion lord of the territory which he had offered 
the father in exchange for the diftridls of Bobilee ; and ordered, 
them to be ftrictly guarded in the camp from the malevolence of 
enemies. 

The enfuing night and the two fucceeding days paffed ill the. 
ufual attentions, Specially the care of the wounded, who were 
many ; but in the middle of the third night, the camp was alarm¬ 
ed by a tumult in the quarter of Vizeramrauze. Four of the fol- 
diers of Rangarao, bn feeing him fall, concealed themfelves in an- 
unfrequented part of the fort until the night was far advanced-, when 
they chopped down the walls, and fpeaking the fame language, 
palled unfufpcfled through the quarters of Vizeramrauze, and 
gained the neighbouring thickets ; where they remained the two fuc- 
eeeding days, watching until'the buftle of the camp had fubfided-;. when 
two of them quitted their retreat, and having by their language again 
deceived thofe by whom they were queftioned, got near the tent of. 
Vizeramrauze; then creeping on the ground they paffed under 
the back part, and entering the teiit found him lying on his bed, alone, 
and alleep. Vizeramrauze was extremely corpulent, infomuch thac 
he could fcarcely real - himfelf from his feat without affifiance : the 
two men, reftraining their very breath, ftruck in the fame infiant 
with their poignards at his heartthe firft groan brought in a cen- 
tinely who fired, but miffed; mbrb immediately thronged in, but the 
murderers, heedlefs of themfelves, cried out, pointing to the body, 
* Look here ! We are fatisfied.” They were inftantly (hot bv the 
crowd, and mangled, after they had,fal!en;.but had ffabbed Vizeram- 
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ranis in 32- place*. ’Had they failed, the other two remaining in the 
forcll were bound l>y the fame oath to perform the.deal, orperifh in 
the attempt. 

The army Imilcned to quit, this tragic ground. They proceeded 
through the hills to the north, fummoning the tributes of a variety 
of poly gars, who, terrified by the fate of Bobilec,. paid without 're¬ 
finance; nor did they meet any oppofition, until they,.arrived at, the 
diftrifts of Gumfeer. This country is much more extenfive than 
that of any other of the ancient Polygars ; it commences about 40 
miles to the ;North-\veft of Ganjam, extending about. 50 miles in 
that direction, and. zo in - breadth; it is even more 'impenetrable 
than the country .of. Bobilec, its. forefts confiftingentirely of bam- 
boes, which grow cloler, and refill the axe and fire better than, any 
other vegetation; relying on which, the inhabitants do not think it 
necefiaiy to eredl redoubts for the defence of then paths, but ob- 
ilrudl them with frequent and temporary barriers of bamboos, 
wrought..in a variety of entanglements. The polygar- of Gumfeer 
refufed his tribute, of which the arrears amounted to 180,000 ru¬ 
pees ; and Mr. Bufiy, intending for other views to remain awhile in 
the northernmoft parts of the Chicacole province, reiolved to employ 
feme of the time in reducing this country. Day by day the troops 
were employed with exccffive toil and fatigue, in rooting up, cutting 
down, and endeavouring to 'burn a way through the fareft. ■ ■ The 
whole diftridl is, efteemed one of the hottc-ft regions of..Iudoftan, 
and is peculiarly .fubjefi to. ftrokes of the fun ; by which feyen Eu¬ 
ropeans were in one 'day. killed ; feveral barriers were forced, or prifr, 
and the Polygar, beginning'to think himfelf-in olanger, madepropo- 
fals, which Mr. Bully was equally willing.; to accept, having- loll 
30 Europeans, and a much greater number Of Sepoys, in the little 
progriefs which the army.had made ; this accommodation was con¬ 
cluded in the middle of April , . . . - 

Some time before,. Mr. BuiTy had received letters from SuKijah 
Doulah, the nabob' of Bengal, requefting his affiftance tp expel their 
common enemy, the Englifh, out of. that province-; the.Nabob,of¬ 
fered to defray all .the expencesiof . the Trench army,, and promifed 

further 
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further explanations: which Mr. Buffy fuppofed would be brought 
by fome principal officer of his court, furnifhed with the means of 
.conducting the army through the province of Orixa ; in which ex- , 
lactation he refolved to remain near the frontiers of this province, 
and the army marched from Gumfeer to Ganjam, which is the 
laft town in Chicacole. It is a fea-port much frequented by coaft- 
ing veffcls, and the French had at this time a faCtory there : the 
army remained in the neighbourhood until the roth of May, but, 
inftead of further overtures from Surajah Dowlab, received intelli¬ 
gence, that the Englifh had taken the French fettlement of Chan- 
dernagore; which convincing Mr. Buffy of the imbecility of the 
Nabob, who had fuffered them to gain fuch an advantage in his 
country, he relinquiffied all ideas of further connexion with him ; 
but refolved immediately to make retaliation on the Englifh fettle- 
ments in the northern provinces. 

In confequence of his orders the Europeans he had left in garrifon at 
Rajahmundrum, when joined by more from Mafulipatam, marched 
againft the factories of Madapollam, Bandermalanka, and Ingeram, 
which ftand near the fea on three different arms of the Godaveri. The 
natives here weave excellent cloths at cheap rates, and the three facto¬ 
ries annually furnifhed 700 bales for.the Company’s market in England. 
Ingeram only had foldiers,- and only 20, and all the three factories fur- 
rendered on the firft requifition. The .reduction of Vizagapatam, 
as being nearer, Mr. Buffy refereed to himfelf; but being flu e of 
his prize,- remained in the city of Chicacole until he had- fettled the 
affairs of this government. On the 24th of June the van of his 
army appeared before Vizagapatam, A river coming from the north 
and turning fhort eaftward to the fea, forms an arm of land, a mile 
and half in length : andJjpo yards in breadth. Nearly in the middle 
of this ground ftands ® fort, of which the conftruCtion by re¬ 
peated miftakes was become fo abfurd, that it was much lef's defen- 
iible than many of the ancient barons’ caftles of Europe. The face 
towards the river was choked by houfes. A whole town lav with¬ 
in. 300 yards to the north, a village at the fame diffnnee to the iouth, 
and feveral buildings on each of thefe tides flood much-nearer the 
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wills; towards the lea, the el pi made was dear, excepting a falut- 
ing battery, where a lodgment might be eafily made; after many 
injudicious additions of works round the fort, which only made it 
worfe, it was found necefl'ary to throw up an entrenchment to the 
north, beyond the town, in the Ihoulder of the peninfula, quite 
acrofs from, the river to the lea, with a battery at each extremity, 
and another on a hillock near the center, hut this w’as commanded 
by a land-hill directly oppolite, and within point-blank. The accefs 
acro'fs the river from the fouth, was fufficiently fecund by batte¬ 
ries, which commanded not only the paffage, but the entrance of 
the river itfelf, through which all embarkations from the fea mult gain 
the Ihore, as the furf prevents even a boat from lauding on the 
beach: indeed the whole Icheme of the defences feemed to have 
been calculated only to oppofe the attempts of pirates and polygars. 
The garrifon confided of 150 excellent Europeans, and 300 Sepoys; 
the Englilh families in the town were 50 perfons. On the fame day that 
the van of Mr. Bully’s army appeared infight, theCompany’s fhip Marl¬ 
borough anchored in the road, on board of which was the chief en¬ 
gineer of Madrafs, proceeding to Bengal. He landed, and having the 
next morning reviewed the works, with Captain Charles Campbell, 
who commanded the troops, both gave their opinion that the extent 
could not be defended, even with a much greater force; and advifed 
that all the Europeans Ihould be immediately embarked, and the 
Sepoys, with two or three officers, left to make the bell capitula¬ 
tion they could ; but all the boat and filhermen had dela ted in the 
night, and the wind blew fo ftrong from the fea, that none but 
thole accultomed could manage the boats over the bar, which that 
of the Marlborough carrying back the engineer, experienced, being 
twice overfet and a man drowned before Ihe got ou(. At noon, can¬ 
non appeared on the land hill; foon aftl^ the main body of the 
enemy, and a fummons to lurrender; after two or three melTages, 
the capitulation was iigned at 1 x at night. All the Europeans, 
whether troops or inhabitants, were to be prifoners of war; the 
Sepoys and natives free to go where they liked ; the Company’s 
cfields, capture; individuals, Mr. BulTy faid, Ihould have no reaibn 
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to complain : he kept his word with the utmoft liberality, refin¬ 
ing without difcuffion whatfoever property any one claimed as'liis 
own. The Marlborough having anchored at the Dutch faftory of 
Bimlapatam, 1 3 miles to the northward, he permitted the chief, Mr. 
Percival, Captain Campbell, and leveral others, to proceed in her to 
Bengal. 

From Vizagapatam, the army proceeded to Rajahmundrum, where 
they remained l'ome time, and then took the field, and advanced 
again to the northward, to awe the tributaries who Shewed any ten¬ 
dency to difobedience ; but were not obliged to exercife any hoftilities 
of confequence. Thus ended the year j757, in the northern pro¬ 
vinces: during which, the ablence of Mr. Bully from the court of 
Salabadjing, gave his enemies the opportunity they wifhed, of taking 
mealiires to weaken the future effects of his influence over that 
prince, in the admiuiflxation of his government. 

Nizamally and Bafialut Jung were the two brothers of Salabadjing, 
who, as well as himfelf, were prifoners in the camp of Murzafajitig, 
when the death of this prince in Cudapah, with the influence of 
Mr. BufTy in his army, raifed Salabadjing to the throne of the 
Decan. The early fagacity of Mr. Bufly then forefaw, that the two 
brothers would be made the enligns of faction and revolt, if they 
were admitted to any participation in the councils of the govern¬ 
ment; fince by their birth, their employments, if any, mult be great. 
He therefore advifed Salabadjing to allow them incomes fufficient for 
all indulgences, but to give them no appointments of trull and 
power, and to oblige them, under pretence of diftindlion, to accom¬ 
pany him wherefoever he moved. In this reftraint, tempered by all 
. exterior attentions, they continued, and feemed fatisfied, until the 
open rupture between Mr. Bufly and Salabadjing’s adminillration of 
Sanore; when Shanavaae Khan refolved to raife them into public 
importance, as his own future patrons, with the very views, of which 
the apprehenlion had led Mr. Bufly to prevent their promotion. Ba- 
lazerow was, as we have feen, encamped at that time before Sanore; 
to whom Shanavaze Khan communicated his intention, luppreSlmg 
the motive, and requefted him to urge the advice to Salabadjing, 
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could not Lie diminilhed without danger from the garrifon in Tritch- 
inopoly, Mr. Soupire lent the force he intended for Hyderally from 
Pondicherry ; and from the rcltraint laid on all his military operations, 
they were no more than 300 Sepoys and 75 Europeans, who arrived 
at Dindigul in the end of January. They were commanded by Mr. 
Aftruc, the lame officer who had been defeated by Major Lawrence 
before Tritchinopoly in the year 1753, from which time he had 
continued a prildner on his parole until the month of Oftober of 
the preceding year, when he was exchanged. On his arrival at 
Dindigul, he found Ilyderally prefled by urgent aft'airs to return to 
Seringapatam, the capital of Mylbre, which broke the fcheme of 
attacking Madura j loon after the interview, Hyderally departed, and 
Mr. Aftruc returned to the pagoda 6f Seringham, where he arrived 
on the 20th of March, and, having been long ill, died on the 2 ad ; 
he was a gallant and worthy mail. 

The agent fent by the Nabob to Maphuze Khan arrived at Nelti- 
tangaville on the 2Sth of February, and found him there, encamped 
in paltry tents, with 30 horle, oftentatious of his poverty, pretend¬ 
ing much dilconteut againft his allies, and much attachment to the 
Nabobbut when terms of reconciliation were propofed, nothing 
lefs would iatisfy him than the government of the whole country 
as an appanage in fee; indeed he wa* never mailer of his -own 
opinion, and at prelent not of his will, for the wefiern polygars, 
elated by the riling fuperiority of the French in the Carnatic, took 
the field, and obliged him, who depended upon them for his lirb- 
fiftcnce, to lend his name, and to appear with thorn in prfrlbn as.the 
pretetflion of their hoftilitics', the army was oonipaifcd.of the troops of 
the Pulitaver, of Vadagherri, of the three minor polygars, Cotaltava, 
Nadacourch, and Savandah ; and from the eallern (idc, of Edaponup, 
the dependant of Catabominaigue, who himfelf.continued firm to 
his new connexion with the Engdifh. The confederates had like- 
wile perfuaded the Polygar of Shatnre under the hills,, whole fort 
is only fifteen miles to the louth of Chevelpetore, to enter fo far 
into their views as to admit a body of the Pulitaver’s Colleries into 
his fort, with whom and his awn he made depredations into the ad. 




their arrival. But advices being received that Balagerow was march- 1757 
ing ftraight to the fouth, and intended to crofs the Kriftna, the 
Subah’s army renewed their march to the northward, when in the eC ™ ° r ‘ 
beginning of February news arrived, that the AfFghans had taken 
Delhi, that a large detachment of their army were plundering Agray 
and that parties from this detachment were on the road to Brampour; 
which, from fome conclufions of which we are ignorant, determined 
the Subah’s council to proceed no farther to the north, whilfl the 
Pitans were fuppofed to have any intentions of advancing to the 
fouth; fo that they did not approach Aurungabad until the beginning 
of May. In this interval Seid Lafcar Khan, who had been Duan of Maj. 
the Decan, and had given the northern maritime provinces to the 
French, died at Aurengabad; his treafures were reported to be great, 
and with all his effects reverted, according to the inflitutions of the 
government, to the fovereign; but they were depofited in the fortrefs 
of Doltabad, of which the governor was his near relation, and had 
always been obfequious to his will. 

This place is called, and deemed impregnable, {landing on the 
fummit of a mountain, which is furrounded with two other inclo- 
fures, of which that on the plain contains a large town notwith- 
ilanding the neceffity of communication to admit troops and provi- 
fions, each has its particular governor; but the two lower forts .are 
fo overtowered by the upper, that they rarely refill the will of the 
governor there, who, until the late confufions of the empire, was al¬ 
ways efpecially appointed by the Great Mogul. 

Shanavaze Khan had fucceeded Seid Lafcar in the office of Duan, 
of which one of the moll beneficial duties is to take poffeffion 
for the emperor of the ellates of all who die, holding, or having 
held, any office in the government: he therefore proceeded feveral 
clays before the army, with a large detachment and fome artillery, 
and fummoned all the forts ; the lowefl, after a flight refiflance, and 
much parley, furrendered on the third day; the governors of the 
two others being leagued together held out a month; but having 
negleftcd to lay in a flock of provifions, and being furrounded by 
the whole of Salabadjing’s army, they at length yielded, to money; 
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came inverted with fovereign power, but left, the appearances to Sa¬ 
labadjing, whom he affected to coniult ; and abrogated none of his 
indulgences, which this prince was naturally inclined to prefer to 
the cares of his Hate. Nizamally immediately gave additional ho¬ 
nours and jaghires to his brother Baffaulet Jung, and with a fubtle 
affectation of indifference concerning the lea!,, committed it to his 
care. Both the next day introduced Shanavaze Khan to Salabadjing, 
who received him with the exterior ceremonials of good-trill and 
favour. The officer who commanded the French detachment had 
neither experience nor force fufficient to counteract tire progrels of 
this plot; but redoubled his attention in guarding the perfon of Sala- 
badjing, which perhaps fared his life. It was the general opinion 
that the expedition of the Morratoes with Vizvazrow had been con¬ 
certed by Shanavaze Khan, as the leading means of accompliffiino- 
this revolution. 

It happened in the middle of December; Mr. Buffy received intel¬ 
ligence of it at Rajahmundrum in the beginning of January, and im¬ 
mediately began his march, with all his force, to releafe Salabadjing 
from thefe bonds. We lhall now return to the affairs of Bengal. 

THE firft news of the French fquadron was brought to Calcutta 
on the 17th of September, by the Revenge, which had elcaped from 
them on the 8th, in the road of Fort St. David. Other advices 
followed, with information of the troops they had brought, and of 
the expeditions at Pondicherry of a much greater force in the be¬ 
ginning of the enfuing year; in confequence of which the prefidency 
of Madrafs repeated with much folicitude the requeft they had often 
made, that the troops with Clive might be immediately returned to 
the coaft : but they could not now be fent away, without rifquing 
the accomplifhment of the treaties with Meer Jaffier,.if he ihould 
require their fervice in the field ; and the lofs of Calcutta itfelf, if 
a French force fhould arrive in the l iver, whilft they were employed 
in a diftant part of the Nabob’s dominions.. This apprehenfion ren¬ 
dered the French prifoners, and even their vagabonds in the province, 
an objedt of folicitude. The prifoners amounted to 200,. of whom 
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50 being men of better condition^ were not: confined. The party 
which Served with Sinfray at the battle of Plsdly, had .efcaped into 
the tlifti ids of Berbohin, where the timidity of the natives Juffered 
them to remain without.raolcAation ; and other ftragglers from va¬ 
rious pa its had increafed the number to (ixty Europeans. Thirty 
had gone away in boats from the French factory at Dacca, under the 
condudl: of the chief, Mr. Courtiu, and proceeding along the rivers,' 
bad entrenched thcmfelves near the mountains in the northern part 
of the diftridt of lltmgpore, which adjoins on the weft to Purnea-h.. 
It was fufpedted that dome of the prilbners, who were at large, were 
correfpondmg, not only with both thefe parties, hnt. alio with Mr. 
Law's in Chide, and with the army of Mr. Bufiy in Chicaeole. -It 
was therefore relblved to fend away all the higher tot To. Pondi¬ 
cherry ; and in the beginning of Oflober; thirty-four, of whom two 
were Jefuits, were embarked m a (hip lured for the purpoic, arid call¬ 
ed the Refiitution. From reliance on their parole the Jhip was man¬ 
ned, as ufual, bylafears, or mariners of the country, with only three 
Englifhmen to command them. As foon as they were at fea, the 
Frenchmen, as they eafily might,' overpowered the crew, and carried 
the fhip tQ Mafulipatam, where they declared themfeiyes free, and 
the fliip a lawful prize. 

Before Colonel Clive left Mirxadavad, the Nabob had fummoued 
Ramramfmg, the Rajah of Midnapore, -who was head of the fpies, 
to come there, in order to fettle the accounts of his diftrkfts, on 
which, as ufual, a confiderable balance flood due from him in the 
books of the Treafury. Ramramfmg had always been in. dole con¬ 
nexion with Roydoolob, who, to remove fufpicions, advifed .him, 
at leaft openly, to. obey; but Ramramfmg. lent his brother and 
nephew, whom the Nabob immediately put into prifon ; and pre¬ 
vented the difapprobation of Clive, bv reprefenting, what was true, 
that Ramramfmg had been the enemy of the Englilh, having Car¬ 
ried 011 for Surajah Dowlab the correfpondence with Mr. Bull}’ and 
Mr. La tv : and that he had forwarded whatfoever Frenchmen bad 
efcaped to the fouth, through Orixa to, Chicacoie. Roydoolub had 
no doubt that this proceeding of the Nabob’s was a preparation for 
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bis defigns againft himfelf, but concealed his perfuafron, and wifely 
refrained from claiming the Englilh guarantee until the danger 
ffiould come nearer. Thefe coincidences prevented Clive from en¬ 
tertaining any lufpicions of the real motives of Jaffier’s conduit to¬ 
wards Ramramfing, before he returned to Calcutta ; but Ramram- 
fing, as foon as he heard of the confinement of his brother and 
nephew, affembled his force, which confifted of 2000 horfe and 5000 
foot, and wrote to Colonel Clive, that if he were attacked he ffiould 
feek refuge wherever it was to be found ; which his country well 
afforded by the jungles or thickets with which it i-s.covered, and the 
mountains to which it adjoins. He however proffered to pay a lack 
of rupees asaprefent to Meer Jaffier, and even to make his obeifance 
tohim in perfon if Clive would warrant his lafety. Clive immedi¬ 
ately recommended the reconciliation to the Nabob, who at the fame., 
time received intelligence, that the people of Purneah, under the- 
command of Ogul Sing the Centoo, whom Surajah Dowlah had 
appointed to govern this province after the defeat and death of his 
coufm Seid Hamed, had taken up arms, and proclaimed a brother of 
Seid Mahomed, on hearing that the Nabob had given the government 
to his relation Coddum. Huffein, whom they dreaded for his charac¬ 
ter of rapacioulhefs and tyranny. 

Both thefe infurreflions arifing under the ftandard of Gentoos, 
drove the Nabob from all the diffimulation with which he had 
intended to conceal his purpofes, until he had out off Roydoolub, and 
the other principal heads of the nation ; and in his vexation he openly, 
perhaps not unjuftly, imputed both rebellions to the praftices of Roy¬ 
doolub. He immediately commanded 6000 horfe and foot to march 
with Coddum Huffein to Purneah, and 500 horfe withCojee Hoddec 
to Midnapore : both divifions were to fet out on the 6th of Oftober.- 
and Cojee Haddee proceeded ; but the troops appointed to Coddum 
Huffein, abetted by their officers, refufed to move until they had 
received their arrears, and clamoured other difcontents. The city 
was in agitation. Roydoolub affembled his force, and would no 
longer vifit the Nabob ; who a few days after receivcdlntelligence 
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from Colonel Clive, to, whom it: had been fcit by an exprelVboat 
from the Eiiglilh resident at Ghuprah, dignifying that “ his ijjics had 
“ met meffeisgers nn the road, who faid, that they had delivered let- 
“ tors from the widow of Allaverdy to Ramnarain, the-governor of. 
“ Bel tar, and were carrying others to Siijah Dowlah the Nabob.of 
“ Oude, requeuing him to march, and join Ramnarain againft Meet 
" Jaffier.” This, if true, was the mod powerful- confederacy which 
Jaffier could have to fear, and bore -ftrong marks of originating -from 
Roydoolub, from his attachment and refpeft to Aliavcrdy’s widow, 
which he openly continued, notwithflanding the elevation--of Jaffier. 
Clive forefeeing the animofity which the intelligence would occafion, 
fuppreffed his own fufpicions ; but ordered the troops at .Cofiirabu- 
zar to join the Nabob oil the.firft call; and promifed -to march him- 
{elf, if neceffary, with the main body from Calcutta and Chanderna- 
gore. Thefe proffers abated the tumult of the Nabob’s troops; and 
the mediation of Mr. Watts produced an interview between the Na¬ 
bob and Roydoolub, on the 17th of October,, when each lwore obli¬ 
vion of former diftrufts, and future friendfhip; and upon, this appa¬ 
rent reconciliation, the Nabob ordered his .whole army to affemble- 
on the plains of Geriah, fix miles from the city. 

A few days after, a frefli' infurre&ion. appeared in another part-of 
the province. The two Tons of the Nabob Suftraze Khan, whom 
Allaverdy had Ipa-recl when their father fell, defending his diadem, 
remained on the acceffion of Jaffier in the city of Dacca, , where they 
had lived 16 years, without fhewing either abilities or inclination'to 
raife difturhanccs. Neverthelefs they immediately became objects of-: 
fufpicion to Jaffier, who in the firft days of his government brought 
back the elder, Haffizally Chan, to Muxadavad : there feemed little- 
occafion -to fear him, for his letter to Clive on this occafion- was writ¬ 
ten with the humility of a beggar: but the other, Ammannee Chan, 
•ither from nature or defpair, exerted .more refolution. The governor 
dent to Dacca by Meer Jaffier came very poor; and fo much money 
of the revenues had been drawn to Muxadavad, that-the force he kept 
up even in the fort did not exceed zoo men, who were ill paid, and 
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the troops of the diftridls were, as ufual, a rabble fit only to diftrain 1757. 
upon, the unarmed and timorous inhabitants ; this weaknefs of the oaotm' 
government, and the attachment of a few friends, encouraged Am- 
mannee Chan to tamper with a part of the garrifon in the fort, and 
they agreed to feize the governor, when Ammannee Chan was to de¬ 
clare himfelf: the day fixed for the execution was the 2 2d of Oc¬ 
tober ; but two days before, one of the confpirators revealed the 
fecret to the governor, who immediately feized Ammannee Chan 
with feveral of his adherents; and alked afliftance of the Englith 
factory, who fent 60 Buxeries, which was half their force, and 
wrote to Calcutta for a company of Sepoys, which were immediately 
detached, and marched acrofs the country. This conlpiracy could, 
not be imputed to Roydoolub, but it increafed the perplexities of 
Jaffier. 

Of the troops which were ordered to march with Coddum Huf- 
fein, only 3000 had moved, who were waiting at Rajahmahal for 
the reft, and their arrears. Three months pay were due to the whole 
army,.of which not lefs than 10,000 men, horfe and foot, were under 
the immediate command of Roydoolub, who had influence with the 
commanders of many more ; and notwithftanding the late, oaths of 
reconciliation, kept his houfe under pretence of ficknefs, nor would 
luffer any of his troops to march from the city. Thefe examples, 
and perhaps his inftigation, encouraged the Nabob’s troops to refufe 
Jikewife, unlefs they were paid in full. The Nabob diftributed fome 
money, and, as another means to recall their obedience, pitched his 
tent and dilplayed his ftandard in the camp, and went to refide there 
on the 7th of November, waiting for the main body with Clive. He November, 
left his fon Meerum to command in the city. 

Meerum, as foon as his father was gone, Ipread-tlie report of 
advices he pretended to.have received from Patna and Delhi. The 
Nabob’s relations at Patna gave information, that Ramnarain the go¬ 
vernor had encamped to the weft of the city with his whole force. 

12000 men ; that Sujah Doulah, the fubah of Oude, had likewife 
taken the field with his army from Lucknow, together with Mr. 
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Law's party of Europeans,mid-intended, ific.onjundUon-.-wth Ram- 
Param, to march into Bengal, The letters 1 from Delhi (aid. the mi- 
niftrv there.difapproved of the accefiion of J a flier to theNaboidhip ; 
that Mirza Muudee, the Ton of-Surajah Dowlab’s younger, brother, 
an infant, ouvht to- have been proclaimed,. and that Roydcolub had 
propofed lie fhould be appointed by the,.Mogul, with- aflbranees that 
he fhould be able- to carry-the nomination..into execution; with thee.' 
affiftatice of tile Euglrth. Many probabilities flood againft the au- 
thenticity-of the intelligence from Patna, anil the advice:? from.- Delhi 
bore ftili ftrongcr marks of fiction.- On the ;,ioth in thsmorning the 
whole citv was- in conUernatioti, and the-troops in their different- 
quarters in tumult. Aband of ruffians lent by Meermn. had in the 
night entered the palace .of AllaverdyV-widow, with ov.iiom lived, 
the widow of Zaindee Hamed, and her infant grandfon- Mir&rMun- 
dee. They murdered tne child, and gave, out that they had likewifc- 
flain the two mothers. -In the-morning- the three biefs were carried 
publicly to burial, amidft the filent grief and -abhorrence, of the 
people; for the two womens, exciufive of the high condition.from, 
which they had fallen by the death of Surajah Dowiah, were the 
moft refpeclable of their fex for their virtues and the nobility of their 
fentiments. The caufe was difbelieved. Roydoolub- aflerted that all 
the acculations againft himfclf were the inventions of his enemies. 
The Engliih troops at Coffinibuzar turned out. to keep the peace and 
preferred it. On the 13th Scrafton vifited and reproached Mee- 
rum, who, amongft other vindications,, ftili preferving -a- fecret, faid, 

“ What, fhall not I kill an old woman who goes about in her dooley 
toftir-up the Jemautdars againft my father?” A few days after it 
was difeovered that the two women had not been murdered, but had, 
been taken out of the palace, and put into boats, which fet off imme¬ 
diately for Dacca; and their pretended biers were exhibited, in order: 
to prevent any interruption to the removal of their perfons. 

Neverthelefs, the death of the child left deteftation fufficient to 
extort Farther apologies. The Nabob declared, that he neither com¬ 
manded nor even had any knowledge of the deed, until it v r as per¬ 
petrated 
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petrated, and both he and his fon . avowed that the intelligence from 
Delhi' was communicated by the Seats. The Seats pofitively denied 
the affertion; on which a new reconciliation was propofed with Roy- 
doolub, who, accompanied by Scrafton, vifited Meerum on the i yth,. 
and oaths of friendfhip and confidence were again renewed; and, 
Roydoolub lent the greateft part of his troops to the camp. The 
Nabob, receiving no reproaches from Scrafton, thought all refenti 
ments fufficiently quieted, at leaft for a while, and Inarched awav 
from the plains of Gheria on the 17th, in order to oblige the de¬ 
tachment loitering at Rajahmahal to crofs the Ganges, and attack 
the rebels in Purneah. 

The rainy feafon in the lower parts of the country had this year 
been lefs unhealthy than ufual, and only 40 men had died of the Eng- 
lifh troops quartered at Chandernagore and Calcutta; but the intem¬ 
perance produced by the diftribution of the prize-money of PlafTy, 
had fpread fuch ficknefs, after the rains ceafed in September, that 
two thirds of the rank and file were in the hofpital at the end of 
October. Their recovery retarded the departure of the whole until 
the 17th of November, when they embarked and proceeded from 
Chandernagore. 

In this interval Colonel Clive had prevailed upon Ramranfing to 
tome to him from Midnapore. To avoid the Nabob’s troops with 
Cojah Haddee, who, at Clive’s requeft, were halting at Burdawan, 
he embarked at Pipley with a party of European foldiers, which had 
been fent thither to efcort him to Chandernagore, from whence he 
proceeded with the army to Muxadavad. The Rajah of Berboin, 
on hearing that the Englifh troops were preparing to take the field, 
fent parties to furroutid and feize the Frenchmen with Sinfray ; but 
they got warning of his intentions, and of fixty, thirty-fix efcaped. 
The other twenty-four were made prifoners, and condufted to Cof- 
fimbuzar, and from thence fent to Calcutta. Four of them were 
agents of the French company, who had been taken and had given 
their parole at Chandernagore. 
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The trbops With Clive arrived at Muxadavad on the >2 jth of No¬ 
vember. Mecrum, dreading his refonment for the minder of the 
infant Mirza Mundce, had relcafed the -brother and -nephew• of. Ram-, 
ramfing from their imprifonment before his arrival, and received 
Ramranfmg himfelf, whom Clive introduced to him*-with, much 
conrtely; to Clive he demeaned himfelf .with evert’ fimulation of hu¬ 
mility. Roydoolub, when prefled by Clive .to march With .him, con¬ 
tinued his pretext of ficknds, adding the better plea of the public 
bufinefs, which required his prefenceior fome days longer in the city; 
but his apprehenfions of the Nabob and Meerum were at this time 
encrealed by new fulpicions, which they pretendedtoentertainofhim. 

Mirza Sallee, the renter of the province-of Orixa to the Morratoe 
.Janogee, having been deficient in his payments and .accounts, came 
to Muxadavad a little before the death of Surajah DowJah, to whom 
he propofed fome projeft for refloring that province to the govern¬ 
ment of Bengal. A Morratoe named Subut their obtained the go¬ 
vernment from Jauogee, and he likewife had.lately been atMuxa- 
davad, where he contra&ed a connexion, luppofed to be more inti¬ 
mate than it was, with Roydoolub : he was at this time at Jonagee’s 
court, but lent forward his agent, named Cbenntefaw, to manage;, 
■until he himfelf fhovild come. Chemnefaw arrived at. Cutteck in 
the beginning of: November, and received the vifit of the Engl iffi 
refident there with much infolencc, and his attendants talked, pub- ' 
Jicly that a body of fix thouland Morratpcs vvere'coming with ' 
Subut himfelf, who intended to march into Midnapore, and 
demand of Meer Jaffier tlie ceilion of all that country to the fouth 
of the river Pi ply, which anciently uled to be rated as a part of 
Orixa. Thefe difeourfes induced the. Englifh refident, and gave 
pretence to the friends of Meer Sallee, to reprefent Subut and Koy- 
dooiub as engaged*with one another, Roydoolub to give the Morratoe 
the country he wanted,, and the Morratoe to affiff Roydoolub in time 
of need again!! Meer Jaffier. Meerum pretended to believe the plot * 
but. Clive gave no credit to the imputation,, and .feeing thatRbydoo- 
iub’s miftruftof the Nabob was. the principal caufe ofbis.unwilling- 
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nefs to be near him, 'acquiefced to the delay he required, and pro- 175^ 
mifeil to effeft an entire reconciliation between them. .w 

On the 30th Clive marched from the city, taking all the Euro- November, 
peans at Coflimbuzar. They were 250, and not 10 of them ill,, 
having been preferred by the excellence of the climate here from the. 
effedls even of equal intemperance with thole below, of whom more 
than 160 of thole which came with Clive. were, unable to proceed- 
any farther, and- were left to. garrifon. the. fadtory. The Sepoys, 
in whatfoever quarters,, had been preferved by the ufuai- regula¬ 
rity of their lives from all extraordinary illnefs. The whole 
force was 550 Europeans, including the artillery-men, and 1500 
Sepoys. On the 3d of December they arrived at Rajahmahal, and- December- 
encamped within half a. league of the Nabob’s army. He vifited 
Colonel Clive the next day, when the whole line was drawn out to 
receive him, and performed their exercife and. fome evolutions,, 
which he admired, and ordered 10,00.0 rupees to. be diftributed 
amongft the foldiers. 

Coddum Huffein, with 2000 horfe and 5000 foot,, had fome days 
before eroded the Ganges oppofite to Rajahmahal, where a river, 
coming from the north leads into the midft of the Purneah country. 

The rebels, more difpirited by the approach of the Englilh troops,, 
than the appearance of the Nabob’s, quitted their intrenchments, 
which were ftrong, and difperfed before they were attacked. Soon 
after Ggulling was taken prifoner, on which all the other officers 
either fubmitted or fled the country; and in lefs than a fortnight, by 
the 9th of December, Coddum Huffein. was in quiet poffeffion of 
the government. 

The exlindlion of this rebellion-, the fubmiffion of Ramramfing, 
and no appearance of the renewal of dillurbance at Dacca, left the. 

Nabob without any farther apprehenfions for the tranquillity of Ben¬ 
gal, and determined him to march immediately to Patna, fully bent 
on removing Ramnarain, who was Rill Handing, on his guard, but 
had. been difappointed in his expeditions, if he ever entertained any,, 
of being joined, by Sujah Dowlah, whom his own affairs detained 
in his own country. Clive, feeing, the time he had waited for, re- 

fuled ; 
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fufc-j to accompany the .'Nabob to Patna, before all that remained t« 
he paid and fettled .of his agreements with the-Englifh ftould bedif- 
churged and uiifllcd. In aggravation of.this dilemma,-it Wasnin- 
poffiblc to-tatisfy the Englifh.claims immediately,, without -the af~ 
fiftance of Roydoolub, through whole- office, as . duan, all money,- 
bills, and patents, rmift pals; ant! on this -ground 'Clive reprefented- 
to the Nabob theabfurdity of their variance, and propoffd a feri- 
ous • reconciliation,' • • of which he himlelf would be the guarantee* ■ 
T.he neceflity of marching to Patna prevailed, and the Nabob, at 
leaft in appearance, acquiefced ; and on the notice. Roydoolub.reco* , 
'vered, left the city, and arrived in die Camp on. the 23d of .the 
month. He was the next day introduced by Mr.' Watts to the Na¬ 
bob, who received him with every demonftrntioii of cordiality; -Oa 
the 30th, the Nabob, Roydoolub, and Omarbeg, came to the tent 
of Clive, and Mr.. Watts shifted at the conference. Before other 
bufinefs, the Nabob and Roydoolub made a folemn renunciation of 
all their former fufpicions and animoiity. On the Rate of. the ac¬ 
count of the treaty monies, there was now due near twenty- 
three lacks of rupees. Orders on the treafuj-y- at Muxadavad were 
iigned .for ».the immediate payment of twelve and. a half lacks* 
and referipts given on Omarbeg, as Thoufclar of Ihiglily, and 
on the Rajahs of -Burdwan '.and Kifnagur, for the remaining half 
of the 23 lacks. Thefe referipts are called tuncaws, .and entitle the 
holder to receive to the amount from the--treafuries of the diftricls 
on which they are given, as the revenues, come in. Tuncaws were 
likewife given on the fame dillri&s for the next payment, amount¬ 
ing to 19 Jacks, which would fall clue in the enduing April. The 
Nabob ordered Roydoolub to blue under the feeds of the Nabobfliip 
■and Duanny the patents empowering the company to take pofihffien 
of the ceded lands fouth of Calcutta, widi the autboritv of Zemin-- 
darrv ; 'which, being feudal lotdihip of land, does not extend to 
hie but to mipnlbnment on any-oecafiofl, and to the fcourge, even 
for the evanon of debt, efpecially to- the. government: - but the: Na¬ 
bob reserved to himfelf the annual fum of 222,958' rupees srifing on 
thefe lanus, and allowed by the Mogul government, as on many 
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itfchers in.the .province, as a jaghire, or penfion for his expence's with¬ 
out account.. All thele-.points were adjufled without difpute, or even 
. the-appearance of.difFeiifion ; but it was-ftillmore neceflary to fettle 
the olJjea of the prefent expedition. . The Nabob’s intention to 
remove Ramnarain, in order to give the government'of Patna'to one 
or other of'his more immediate dependants, would inevitably be pro¬ 
ductive of long difturbance and confuiion; for itxoiild : not be doubted 
that Ramnarain, knowing the Nabob’s enmity to him, would, on the 
approach of the army, offer any terms to Stijah Dowlah for his affift- 
ance, unlels prevented by affurances he could rely, on, that it was not 
intended to difplace him. Obnoxious as.-Clive knew the propofal 
would be, he made it ; adding to the obvious arguments, .the-necef- 
fity to which the Englifli troops might at any time during the cam¬ 
paign be reduced, by the arrival of a French force in the river, to 
return-on fudden warning to defend Calcutta ; when the Nabob and. 
his army might be left fighting with, their ow.n. enemies in Behar. 
He then,.as before in the cafe of Ramramfing and Roydoolub, offered 
hig mediation, if neceflary, promifing to prelerve every right of the 
Nabob’s demands and authority. The Nabob again having no valid 
alternative to propofe, confented.that. Clive, fhould write a letter to 
Ramnarain, adviling him to come and pay hisrelpeds to the Nabob 
on the road ; and alluring him of lafety and favour. All thefe ma¬ 
terial.points being fettled, it was relolved to march forward without 
delay. Thus ended the conference with feeming amity, but real 
grudge in the Nabob to Roydoolub and Clive, and not without ftvfpi- 
eions in them of him. 

On the 2d of January, three days after the conference, the army 
began to move from Rajahmshal. At the Nabob’s requeft the Eng- 
lifh led the van. Roydoolub, with his, amounting to 10000 men, 
and the artillery of the government, followed next;. and the Nabob 
with the main body, amounting to 40000, brought up the rear ; each 
had their fleet of boats; and for the convenience of provilions and 
encampment, as well as to prevent , the occafions of quarrel amongfc 
the refpeCtive foldieries, it was agreed that the three divifions jhould 
always make their halts at the diftance of one day’s march from 
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cadi other. They followed the fame road as Major Coote had 
marched.. The progrels ot the troops of: the government was con¬ 
tinually interrupted by halts to bring on their, baggage and repair 
their'artillery ; and the Enckfh \v.crc obliged to wait, as the Nabob 
did not like they fliould lie far before mm. ■ On the 29th he received 
letters from Delhi, advihng that the patents of bis confirmation in 
the Nabobfhip had been made out, and titles granted to his foa and 
feveral others of his family ; and the Seats informed Colonel Clive, 
that be likewife was created a mnnfubdar or commander of 6000 
hoi le, with feveral names. . All the advices hitherto received from. 
Patna, reported Ramnarain to be taking meafiires for his defence, 
and that he had broken down the bridges on the road within 30.miles' 
of Patna; but he had not then received the letter from Clive : as 
boon as it reached him, he wrote an anfwer, without any ftipulation, 
•or li<xn of miftruft, that' hefhopld proceed without delay to wait on 
Clive and the Nabob. Accordingly on the 2zd he. embarked in his 
boats, whilft his retinue of cavalry marched along the road, and on 
the 25th vifited Clive. The next day he proceeded, accompanied by 
Mr. Watts, to the Nabob, who received him with the attentions 
uiuail)' teftitied to his rank in the. ftate, and requefted him to follow 
in the rear, in order to facilitate their,communications ombtifinefs.';- 
hut in reality to mark his inferiority to the province. ,This inten¬ 
tion efcaped not the obfervation of the camp, but even.produced.re¬ 
ports that the Nabob had placed him there, out of the reach of fiiccour, 
in order to deftroy him; and Clive himielf, not receiving either let-, 
ters or intelligence from. him for feveral days, had the fame: liifjii- 
cions, and wrote for explanation to' Omarbcg and Roydoolub; from 
whom, as well as Ramnarain, he received letters on the 3d of. Fe¬ 
bruary, which fatisfied him of the fafety of Ramnarain’s perfon, but 
did not remove his apprehenfions that the Nabob meant him ill in 
other refpects. On the 4th the English-■■ troops' halted at jaffier 
Cairn’s garden, two miles from the Kclah or fort which Rands at 
the eafl end of the city of Patna. Early the next morning, a large 
body of the Nabob’s troops were jrerceived marching to the left, and 
palling beyond the Engliih towards the city, and Clive received pri- 
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vate information that Coja Haddee, who .commanded them, was 
ordered by the Nabob to fuffer no troops, excepting his own divifion, 
to enter the gates until the Nabob himfelf Ihould arrive there. This 
arrangement was intended to give a notion.to the capital of the pro¬ 
vince, that the Englilh troops were as fublervient to the Nabob as his 
own. Clive waited until Coja Haddee’s divifion were in polTetlion of the 
gate, and then marched up, demandingadmittance. Coja Haddee being 
attached to Roydoolub, and knowing his rclpeft and reliance on 
Clive, mentioned the general order he had received from the Na¬ 
bob; but faid, that it could not be meant to extend to his friends 
the Englith, and admitted the troops with more pleafure than re¬ 
luctance. Clive, fatisfied with having efiablilhed the point of ho¬ 
nour, did not.Rop, but continued his march through the city to the 
Englilh fa&ory, which Rands on the farther fide, very near the 
weftern gate. The next day, being the 6th, he received a letter 
from the Nabob, with inconfiftent excufes for the forced march of 
Cojee Haddce’s divifion, and requefting Clive to encamp at Banka- 
poor, which is five miles beyond the Englilh faftory, where the 
company have a large garden. Clive had before determined to do 
fo ; and the troops proceeded thither immediately. The. day after, 
another letter defired him to move to Dinapoor, five miles farther, 
becaufe the Nabob himfelf intended to encamp at Bankapoor. This 
defign of removing the Englilh’ troops to fuch a diflance, and of 
keeping the whole of the Nabob’s army between them and the city, 
raifed lulpicions, which correfponded with other intelligence. Pro- 
mifes, delays, diflrefles, relief, were to be alternately employed, and 
bribes as the laft refource, to draw Clive to an acquiefcence to the 
Nabob’s defigns, which continued invariably to deprive Ramnarain of 
the government of Patna, and to confer it on his own brother Meer 
Coffim, when the other offices and departments of the province 
would be lhared amongR the favourites and dependants of his for- 
' mer fortune. Roydoolub, who had always fufpexfted, was now con. 
vinced that fuch were the Nabob’s intentions, and, feeing his own 
deflruftion blended with Ramuarain’s, united their councils, what¬ 
soever might have been their former connexions, without referve. 
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<>i encampment prevented vibes, explained their ideas of the Nabob 
to Uivc. and artfnlly jnlinuatcd dangerous-intentions evcn.againft 
tue Engiiih. Chve knew not what to apprehend, but did not entirely 
rc-ietl the opinion ol treachery ; and to-prevent it, crofted the whole 
of his armv with the boats and flora into a large ifland in the 
‘.ranges, which lies oppofitc to Bankapoor, where they were fe- 
pa rated trom immediate communication with the fhore. He at the 
lame time fent Mr. Watts to-the Nabob, to difeoverthe meaning 
of his laft requeft, and to complain ferioully of his condutf to 
Ramnarain, whom he had kept in the camp inftcad of permitting, 
him to return with proper marks of dignity to the city, contrary to 
his pronsiles at Rajahmahal. Mr. Watts perceived no fymntoms of 
treachery in the Nabob, but likewife no-wiliingnefs-to conclude the 
bufinefs of Ramnarain, which he faicl he fhoukl defer until he faw 
colonel Clive. On the 12th, the Nabob came into the city ; and; 
Ramnarain likewife, but without any marks of authority. The 
Nabob kept his army on the eafteru fide, inftead, of encamping 
them, as he had propofed at Bankapoor,'to -the weft. On the 14th, 
Clive viiited him, and this .was the firft time they had met, iince 
they parted at Rajahmahal. The Nabob imputed the .delay of. 
Ramnarain’s appointment to Roydoolub,- who.had the accounts and 
arrangements to fettle.. It is probable that Roydoolub, finding Clive. 
Ids impreffed with refentm.etit againft the Nabob than he wifhed,. 
thought this delay would not fail to exafperate him ; which the Na¬ 
bob now turned on himfelf, and had well nigh made a quarrel be¬ 
tween them, if Clive had not .recollected the neceftity of fufpe&ing. 
the views of all, and of entering into none beyond- what was con¬ 
ducive to the public welfare. 

Much more time would probably have been waftedin the conflict 
of thefe intrigues, if news had not arrived from the weftvvard, which 
renewed the former apprebenfion's of the approach of -Sujah Dow- 
-lah from Lucknow, who was .now to be accompanied by a great 
body of Morattoc horfe, and as before by the party of Europeans 
with Mr. Law, who were remaining under his protection and iup- 
, ■' port 
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'port at Allahabad; and with thefe reports,,arrived in the camp the 3 ~^g 
Morratoe Subut, who, inflead of proceeding direftly to his govern- y^fc^y 
ment of Orixa, came from Nagore.with a commiffion from Jonaece 
and Balagerow, to demand the arrears of chout due to the Morratoe 
nations from the province of Bengal, which amounted to 24 lacks 
of rupees. The vicinity of an army .of Morratoes at this time 
in the Doab, not only protested Subut from indignity, but obliged 
Meer Jaffier to lup.prefs.auy manifeftation of his former fufpicions 
of the union between him and Roydoolub ; and the fame dread ren¬ 
dered the Englilh as neceffary to him as when he took the field at 
Muxadavad; and on the 23d, he performed the ceremony of dif- 
pofing of the government of Patna, fitting in full Durbar, attended 
■by all his courtiers. A fuit of drefs with jewels on a golden plate was 
laid before him, which he ordered to be carried away immediately with 
an efcort to his fon Meerum at Muxadavad, whom he called Nabob 
of Patna. Then another fuit of the fame prefents, -which he gave 
with his own hand to Ramnarain, pronouncing him deputy to 
Meerum in the Naboblhip. The appointment of Meerum was 
merely nominal, not derogating from the authority of Ramnarain, 
which continued relponfible to the Nabob alone, but rendering him 
liable to fome additional prefents; and the bargain for Ramnarain’s 
•appointment had been fettled at feven lacks of rupees, which were 
exacted under the pretext of a balance remaining due on the adjuft- 
ment of the accounts of the province. Other fums, unknown, but 
fuppofed not inconfiderable, were likewife collected by the Nabob ; 
for the chiefs of all the diftrifls, as well Moors as Indians, were 
fummoned, as ufual in fuch vifitations, to pay homage, and none 
came empty-handed; and thofe again!! whom were any real or fic¬ 
titious caufes of complaint, were leverely fined. Of thefe Comgar 
Cawn and Sunderfing, two petty rajahs in that part of the moun¬ 
tains which lie between the province of Behar and the diflrriifi of 
Berboin in Bengal, had been fighting for three months, and only 
laid down their arms on the approach of the Nabob. Both were 
fummoned to attend the Durbar. Comgar Cawn, who was moft in 
fault, evaded; and Sunderfing would not come until he received 



mil}’ of the province amongft: the mountains along the banks of 
the Cnranmaffa, was a notorious plunderer, and had incurred the 
refentment of Rainnarain : he likewile refuted, to appear .until he 
had received the fame, fecurity,. . Tbefc attentions to the mediation 
of Clive grated the Nabob’s mind, which, returned to its . former 
anti])athies, on intelligence that neither the -Morratoes nor Sujah 
Dowlah were likely to prol'ccute their intended project of invading 
Behar. Clive, ncvei tlicleis, did not relax the rein. 

All the ialt-petre provided by the European fettleroents .in. Bengal 
is made iii the country on the other fide of the. Ganges above-Patna. 
The farm was alwavs monopolized,and had long been in the hands of 
Cojah Wazeed, the great merchant of Hnghley.. Difputes had often 
rifen between his lervants and thofe of the Engliflv factory at Patna; 
and two months before they had come to blows, -when two of the 
faftorv’s lervants were hilled. This accident gave Clive the plea:of 
aflting the Nabob to grant the farm to the Englifh company,. as the 
only means of preventing fuch difputes in future. He offered the 
hP-heft terms at which the farm had ever been rated; but the 
Nabob knew, that-he could not exaH on any pretence from the 
company the additional prefents, which the renter, v, hill! his fubjefly 
could notrefufe. This motive of his repugnance was, however; 
below his dignity to acknowledge, and. after many objections-.he 
contented,, referving the receipt of tjojooo maunds, or i ,600,000. 
pound.s weight a year, for his own ufe, The agents of the Dutch 
Eaft-India company protefted againft the grant; which Clive au- 
fwered by producing a letter, in which they had alked the farm of 
Surajah .Dowlah for themfelves.. However it was agreed to fupply. 
them with the quantity they ufed to purchafe. 

The obtainment-of this favour did not induce Clive to any re- 
miffion in the authentic demands. The troops were in the fourth 
month of the. campaign, and .-Only the -pay-of two, amounting : to, 
two lacks, had been fupplied. Although the Rajahs of Burdwan 
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and Kifnagur had accepted the tuncaws given on their diftricfs, they 
had hitherto paid nothing ; and Omarbeg, as Phoufdar of Hughley, 
declared that he had no means of fatisfying any part of the 6,500,000 
rupees charged on him, excepting by giving a quantity of fait, which 
when fold might produce two lacks. On this, Clive wrote to Roy- 
doolub that he fhouldfencl his troops to afk their money of him, and 
fignified to the Nabob that he might fpare the Englifh five out of the 
feven lacks he was to receive from Ramnarain. The Nabob replied, 
that this very fum was appropriated to pay the Mogul’s tribute at 
Delhi, but offered bills on Ramnarain for two lacks, payable at 
50,000 rupees a month, which Clive was contented to receive. 

The to and fro of thefe official difeuffions had brought the time 
to the 18th of March; and the Nabob having now nothing to 
fear from foreign enemies before the end of the rainy feafon in Sep¬ 
tember, refumed his firft views of giving the government of Patna 
to Meer Coffim, but, ftill afraid to venture w hi Iff: the Englifh troops 
remained in Behar, refolved to outftay them, and became as anxious 
■to fend them away as he had been to bring them with him. Know¬ 
ing their want of money, he thought the more he fliould delay to 
fiipply it, and poftpone their other bufinefs, the fooner they them- 
felves would become defirous of departing, to fave expence to no 
purpofe. 

Clive, fufpe&ing this cunning, infilled that Roydoolub fhould 
immediately give fecurity for the deficiency of the Plughley tun¬ 
caws ; but Roydoolub was on the point of making a vifit of devotion 
to Guyah, a town of great fan&ity- and pilgrimage, lituated at the 
foot of the mountains, 60 miles to the fouth of Patna. He fet out 
on the 19 th of March, and Clive refolved to remain until lie-returned; 
but on the firft of April lent forward the main body of the Englifh 
troops on the road to Bengal, with orders to proceed (lowly. They 
were augmented by 1000 Sepoys, who had been levied in the Bodge- 
pore country, where the natives are much hardier than in Bengal, 
and even more than in any part of Behar. On the yth, Roydoolub 
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loft, ns iv would require ten days to adjuft lomc affairs and accounts 
in itjfinite between his brother Meet Coffins anu Ramnarain.: he 
hoped in this interval that the Englifh troops would have-been far 
advanced on -their way, and Clive have joined them, 'in. which-ode. 
he intended to return to Patna, and remove Ramnaram. But Clive 
rcfolvcd not to feparatc himfelf -from Ramnarain until he faw him 
out of danger, and advited l'cydoolvib hkevife. although in the field, 
to keep at hand. A momentary inthint ot venend. iarislactiwt 'and- 
compliments occurred on the 14th by- the arrival of .mciTi’ugcrs from 
Delhi, with the authentic patents of the honorary titles conferred on 
the Nabob, his relations, and Clive : they likewife brought funmdf, 
or the commifiion for the Naboblhip, but deficient in feme dlentiat 
formalities, which were withheld until the Nabobfhould have remit¬ 
ted a fum of money to Delhi the ftmmids were, neverthekls, pro¬ 
claimed as fully valid, and few knew the contrary. The'next'dav,- 
the Nabob proceeded to Babur ; and, feeing tliat Ciivc fti!i remained 
at Patna, hiftrufted his brother Meer Cofiim to tliflcmble, who 
accordingly pretended to be perfectly fatisfied with.the adjuftment of 
his afiairs with Ramnarain, and promifed to leave Patna and come 
to Mmradavad as foon as he had fettled his more private concerns ; 
and the Nabob himfelf, ihftead of returning as he-had intended from 
Bahai- to Patna, proceeded from thence on the 24th feraight acrofs 
the country to Bliar on the bank of .the-Ganges, about miles 
below Patna, where the main body of bis army and their fleet of 
boats were aflembled ; on which Clive left the citv, carrying Rani- 
narain with him, to take leave of the Nabob. On the 30th, the 
Nabob, Roydoolub, and Ramnarain, met by appointment on board of 
Clive’s budgerow. The Nabob expreffed perfect fatisfaction in 
Ramnarain’s integrity and fidelity, allured him of beintr continued 
in the government, and permitted him to let out the fume day on his 
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return : he then ordered a part of his army to march on to Muxada- 1758. 
vad, and kept the reft to amufe himfelf with in huntings along the 
hills ; but confented that Roydoolub fhould accompany Clive, in 
order to difcharge the deficiencies of the balances of money due on 
the treaties. Thus ended this political campaign, in which aivarmy 
of 50,000 men had marched 300 miles out of their own province, 
and continued four months in the field, without firing a muiket; but 
produced the full aecompliihment of all that Clive intended, who 
maintained his decifion over all interefts, by not yielding, to the pre¬ 
judices of partiality', or the proffers of private advantage. 

The French party which had efcaped from Dacca to Rungpore, 
had raifed a mud fort not far from the foot of the mountains, on ther 
bank of the river Telia,, in which they maintained themlelvesunmo- 
lefted, until Coffim Ally, the Phoufdar of the country, received the 
Nabob’s orders to attack them ; when they were furrounded by a 
great number of his people, who in iefs than a month reduced them 
to famine ; on which they embarked in their boats,, and went down 
the river, intending to regain the Great Ganges ; but were followed 
and haraffed fo much, that they landed, again, but on the other fide, 
of the river, and marched to the neighbouring town of Dinagepore, 
the capital of a Rajah, who with much timidity was a good man, 
which Mr. Court in knowing, refrained from any violence to his 
people ; who were all as timorous as the Rajah himfelf, and main¬ 
tained the party with provifions, until an officer at Mr. Courtin’s 
requeft came from Coffimbuzar, to whom they furrendered priioners,. 
and were received with fome terms of indulgence. Their num¬ 
ber was reduced from. 3.0 Europeans to 11, and from 100 to 30 
Sepoys. 

The fmall number of troops left in Calcutta after the army took the. 
field with CoLClive was not fufficient to keep up the neceffary guards 
with fufficient ftrifilnefs; which encouraged the French priioners 
to attempt their efcape. The building of the gaol was not fufficient 
to hold them ; and, as the enclofure had very high walls, they were 
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bnfhes, and in . the nidit of the iSth of December, all of them, 
iemg oo, 'Ftp,,! ‘biough the hole, and before morning .moil of 
them had ernfled the m-er, arid not one was immediately retaken; 
Some were fufpected to have gone to the Danifh faftory oppofite 
HuHiley.; but tne agents 'there would not permit thefearch. - A 
month alter Jafteen were flopped in Midnapore; and in the-month 
of March, 30 more at Cuttecb, going through-. Orixa, to join their 
countrymen in Chicacole. 

The (quarlron with Mr. Pococbe- failed for the - coaft of Coro¬ 
mandel, in tlie beginning of February ; the condemnation of-the- 
Kent, and the difpatch of the (loop .to -England, had reduced it to. 
three /hips of the line, and two frigates of, zo guns. Their de¬ 
parture, frequent although vague reports from fea of French ar¬ 
maments, the expectation of fending a.great part-of the Englilh. 
force into the field again with the Nabob, and aoove all the recent 
remembrance of calamity, 1 had determined the prefidency to provide 
for the future fafety of Calcutta, by raifmg a fort capable of the 
utmost defence; and all the natives which could be lined were con¬ 
tinually employed in the work. The Ipat vas.chofen 1 zoo yards 
to the fouth of the old fort; but not fo. near, the nvei. 

Various reports had been brought to Muxadavad; during the 
campaign of Patna. In February, loon afterRamnaram joined the 
camp on the road, it was faid that-the Nabob had cauied him to; be 
affallinated; but, at the fame time, came other news, that the Ra¬ 
jah Sunderfing, by the inftigation.of Roydoolub, had fallen oh the; 
Nabob’s quarters in the night, and had killed him in his tent. How¬ 
ever -improbable, Meerum believed both reports, and aflembled all 
the forces quartered round the city; this alarm was foon quieted by 
authentic letters from the camp ; but the fame principles of lli/picion 
'and animofity had driven Meerum to greater cxceffes of apprehen-- 
fion, on the approach of Colonel Clive and Roydoolub returning 
from the . campaign. 
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The Coflimbuzar river from January to June is too (hallow for 1758. 
boats of burthen, which obliged the Englifh troops, with their v ‘XpnT' 
fleet, to keep along the great river, until they came to Bogwon- 
gola, and from whence they marched acrofs the ifland to Muxadavad, 
where Clive arrived on the 15th, and found the whole city in the 
utmoft confternation ; and, on the fame day, he received advices of 
great importance from the coaft of Coromandel; to which our nar¬ 
rative now returns. 


End of the Eighth Book. 
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T HE new year opened in the Carnatic with as little activity as the 3 
laft had clofed. The French troops remained in Pondicherry 
waiting the arrival of their expedled armament from Europe, during anuarj ' - 
which, Mr. Soupire, as he fays in a memoir he has. publifhed, en¬ 
tered into a negociation with two Jemautdars of the Englifh Se¬ 
poys to furprize Tritchinopoly, by means of the French prifoners. 

Four hundred were in confinement in the city, and 50 or 60 had at 
various times been received into the Englifh fervice, and in the end 
of December, foon after Calliaud returned from Madrafs, two of 
the enlifted Erenchmen accufed one De la Forge, who had been 
accepted as a furgeon’s mate, that he had tampered with them to 
concur in a projeft, by which the foreigners in the fervice of the 
garrifon were to murder the Englifh guards in the night, then 
open the prifons, arm. the prifoners, and with their afiiftance, over¬ 
power the reft of the troops. Four other Frenchmen avowed the ‘ 
fame converfation with De la Forge, who, with much obftinacy, „ 

denied that he had ever fpoken one word to any one of them: he 
was however hanged two days after his trial. This might have 
been the firft opening of Mr. Soupire’s fcbeme, although he fays 
nothing of it; but nothing was dncovered of his confpiracy with 
the Sepoys, which he feems to have protra&ed until the end of 
April. 

Enfign Banatyne at Outramalore, receiving intelligence that 20a 
of the French Sepoys at Carangolv had deferted on fome difpute 
2 O 2 with 
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with the rente!-, ansi that the reft-were inclined to mutiny, marched 
on the night of the 35th. of January, with 500 Sepoys, and 50 Euro¬ 
peans, ami an hour before day-break made an nflault by efcalade on a 
part of the wail, which was in a ruinous condition; but they were 
repuHctl with thelofs of n Sepoys killed, and 2 Europeans wounded. 
Slight as this was, no afrien of equal enterprizc palled in the con¬ 
tending diflricls until the end of April, although the mutual iacttr- 
lions were as frequent as before; but being always levelled - at tie- 
fencelefs villages, they carried the reproach: of robbery, more than 
the reputation of war; and each fide-lofing- as much as it gained by 
thefe depredations, the French officer-at Vandiwalh propolcd a :con-- 
ference to put an end to them, and Banatvne was permitted to treat 
with liim. - ■ ' 

The reports which the French government fpread with much di¬ 
ligence, of their approaching tiiperiority on the coaft of Coro¬ 
mandel, encouraged even the moft infignificant chiefs,, which held 
under the Nabob, or the company, to mieftioii or infult tlieir autho¬ 
rity. In the vaft plain which occupies the Carnatic, from the lati¬ 
tude of Puliacate to the river Coleroon, are -many trails of fandy 
ground fpre.ad amnngft the richcft diftniis of the country. Thefe 
foils having always been negleiled by tits labourer, and left to nature, 
propogatc abundance of ufelcfs vegetation. In fomc, which with 
care would rear the cocoa-nut, the caftern palms prevail, a Few of 
which, riling to their full growth, fpread their feeds with the wind,' 
which iti a fncceflion of time cover the whole extent with plants, 
that ftrangling one another by their multitude, remain limited, and 
create the ftubborneft of thickets. Others of thefe trails, inftead 
of bearing the palm kinds, will only produce a ftroug and fpreading 
flirab, which rifes to the height of eight or nine feet, and forms 
one continued coppice. Many of tbeie wilds are from . 15 to 40 
miles in circumference, and all of thefe extents are poficfled by petty 
PoLygars, with' their clans of half-favage fubjeils, whofe-occupation 
is to rob the neighbouring villages in the night, and in the day to 
take all kinds of venifon and'game, in which they are -lb expert, 
that they rarely fail, on the fhortefl notice, to produce.the quantity 

demanded 
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demanded by any perfon iit authority. By theft obeifanccs, and 
fometimes a imall prefent of moiiey,andnow and then ridding the 
country of a tiger, they compenfate their thefts, which are rarely 
attended with bloodfhed or violence; when they are, troops march, 
their hamlets are burnt, and prifoners taken,, the chief himfelf iti 
preference, who atone feverely for the mifdeeds, whether of tbem- 
felves or their fellows. Two of, theft Poly gars, between whoft' 
woods the fort of Trepaffoor is fituated, ventured in the end of 
January to make incurfions, not only into the d?drifts dependant 
on this fort, but even into thofe of Pondamalee, within 15 miles of 
Madrafs, and carried off large quantities of grain and cattle from 
the villages ; on which the commandant,. Jemaul Saib, who had 
returned from Tinivelly to Madrafs, was ordered to march againd 
them with four companies of Sepoys. The one, named Rangapah 
Naigne, immediately alked pardon, and made reftitution and atone¬ 
ment : but the other, Wardapah Naigue, flood on his defence, until 
Jemaul Saib had penetrated into his woods, and bur nt feveral of the 
hamlets concealed in them; on which, he fubmitted likewife, and 
the Sepoys were withdrawn. 

The army of the Morattoes under the comrnand of Balayentrow, 
which, in the preceding year, had defeated the Nabob of Cudapah, 
who fell in the battle, found notwithftanding this viflory, that they 
could not eafily complete the redudlion of the country; for Abdull 
Nabey Cawn, the coufin-german and nearefl relation of the de- 
ceafed Nabob, threw himfelf with a ftrong force into the ftrongeft 
fortrefs of the province called Sidout, near the town of Cudapah and the 
late field of battle; and others of the Pitan Captains flood on their de¬ 
fence in their refpeflive holds, the fieges of which would employ more 
time than the extent of Balaventrow’s expedition. He therefore fent 
agents to negotiate with Abdull Nabey; but likewife detached parties 
to harafs the diftrifts adjacent to the forts which held out; during 
which he marched himfelf with the main body of his army acrols 
the province of Cudapah to the eaftward, and, when arrived on the 
confines of the Carnatic to the n. w. formed three divifions, one o! 
which went againft the Polygar Bomrauzc; the other entered the 
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diftritbi' of Damadab Venkctappah. and iRangar Yatcham-naigue; 
and with the'third-he appeared himfelf before 1 Nelore.:-' The^ 
Nabob, iii- fettling the treaty of -tribute-.in -the -preceding year with-■ 
Ar-nietrow, the deputy of -Baiaventrow, gave, ur the 1 general affelT- 
tnen't - on his -vaffals, an order on each of-tilde Polygars to pay fciu» 
yo.ooo'rupees, and the pretence on which Balaventrow now .cffln-- 
rnenced hoftilities agaiuft them was, that- the- affelfinent - meant oofy- 
the rate of the actual -year, whereas, they-owed, he Cud, for the-fix 
before; and the 1 reafon he gave for attacking Nelore was, to prevent 
Naze-abulia from marching againft -the Nabob, with a large body of 
French-troops,'which he heard were advancing-to join him from 
Mr. Buffy’s-afmy; -but Nazeabullab, having witnout hefitation paid, 
him a Cam adequate to his-expectations, he a few-days after, wrote- to 
the Nabob,recommending a reconciliation betWesivthem. Hisdetach- 
merits plundered the Fair towns of Venkati Ghern andCalaftri; and all 
the three Polygars were fb frightened, that, ia expectation of the affifo 
tance of the Engiifiv each- of them, gave bonds and fecunty- for the 
payment of their tribute to the Nabob, which were not equal to the- 
■demands of Baiaventrow; immediately after-this tire Morattocs left 
their country, as the Polygars believed, from refptdl to the remon- 
ftrances of the-prefidenev, but in reality -purluant-to orders received 
at this time from Bala-gerow : they returned into Cuelapah, where- 
Baiaventrow.concluded at Sidout a treaty with Abdul Nabey Cawn,- 
by which it was agreed, that the country fliould-be:equally divided, 
betwixt them : and the Morattoes were- put hi poffefiioti .of Goiam- 
condab, a ftrong fort and pats midway rn the range of mountains; 1 
which bound the province' of Cndapah to the weft. A part of the-, 
army was left to guard the (hare of the Morattoes in the province,.: 
and Baiaventrow, with the reft, re-croffed the weftern mountains,- 
and marched towards Sirpi, ordering at the fame time .the .detach-, 
nefient with Armetrow at Veioreto join .him there. - 

The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwaliab, having gathered 1000 ftorfe-, 
and 3 or 3000 foot, moved in the beginning of - the year from 
Chitore to. Chandcrghem. This place was anciently the capital -of 
the Carnatic, at. prefent- an open town in ruins. It is lkuated about.. 

- - -' jo miles 
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io miles from the famous pagoda of Tripettj, which Abdulwahab 
endeavoured to perfuade the company’s renter to deliver up : but the 
renter referred him to Madrafs, and he was deterred from the hol- 
tilities he intended, by the march of Jemaul Saheb againfl: the poly- 
gars of Trepaffore. Not knowing therefore what to do with his 
troops, who clamoured for pay, he fent them under the command 
of his principal officer to Mortizally of Velore, who was preparing 
to attack the fort of Tripatore, at the bottom of the valley of Va- 
niambady. We are ignorant on what pretenfions thefe hoftilities 
were founded, but they were undertaken with much earneftuefs: 
for, befides his own, and the troops of Abdulwahab, the Phoufdar 
likewife engaged the body of Morattoes then in his town with 
Armetrow. The whole force was 4000 horfe and 6000 foot; but 
the fort of Tripatore was of difficult approach; and on the 8th of 
February, the day after the batteries were opened, a' cannon-ball 
killed Armetrow ; which being perceived by the garrifon, they fallied, 
routed the befiegers, and took their cannon. The Morattoes imme¬ 
diately after this defeat quitted the country, and joined their main 
body in Myfore; and the troops of Mortizally and Abdulwahab 
returned to their homes. 

Mr. Pocock, with the (hips of war from Bengal, arrived at Madrafs 
on the 24th of February ; they had been abfent 17 months on the 
expedition. The two frigates were immediately detached to cruize 
off Pondicherry. Some days after, arrived the Queenfborough frigate, 
which Admiral Stevens had difpatched with advices to Madrafs, 
from whence fhe had been fent to Bengal, and now returned front 
thence, On the 24th of March, Admiral Stevens himfelf arrived 
from Bombay with 4 fhips of the line; and on the 17th of April the 
fquadron failed to the fouthward. 

The Myfore general Hyderally, after his retreat from Madura in the 
end of the preceding year, continued at Dindigul, waiting the arrival 
of a body of French troops, with which he intended to return to the 
attack; and in the interval Mahomed Ifioof marched with his army 
from Chevelpetore to the city of Madura, and fet to work to repair 
the fortifications. As the French troops in the Pagoda of Seringham 

could 
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conic? not he difniuitherJ without danger from the gawifon :m Tntch- 
mopoly, Mr. Sonpii'c font the-fo'ce-hc intended for Ilvderatly from 
Ponthdierrv; and from the rdrraml laid onall-h-ss military operations* 
ioi.v even- i.o mo.jcc. S v pm» «nd "s l£niop-<iav who am cd 
sit Dmcttmil in the end of far.unrv. J. be',, were commanded by .Mr. 
Altaic, the fiiri'.e ofiicci- who had ncen defeated by Major Lawrence 
before ffnicninopoiv in- the "v«ir lyy-s, from which time lie hat? 
continued a pmonor on ms parole until the month of .October of 
the preceding rear, .when be was esclianged. Oil .his arrival, at 
Dindigul, lie found 1-jyderally- prefled liv urgent affairs to return to 
Sermgnpatam, the capital .of' Mvlorc, which broke the icheme of 
attacking Madura; iboa after the interview, Ilyheraliy departed, and 
Mr. Altaic returned to the pagoda of Somtgham, -where he arrived 
on the 20th of March, and. having been Song ill, died on the aid ; 
he was a gallant And-worthy man. . - 

The agent tent by the Nabob to Maphuze Khan arrived-at Nelh- 
tangaville on the zStb of February, and found him there, encamped 
in paltry tents, with 50 liorfc, • oftentatious of his poverty, pretend¬ 
ing much dricontcnt againft-his allies, and much attachment ‘to.the. 
Nabob but when terms of - reconciliation were prepoied. nothing 
lets would fatisfv him than tne government of . the whole country 
as sin appanage in fee : ..indeed he was never matter of. Ins own 
opinion, am.1 at prcfent not of his will, for .the. weftem. polvgars, 
elated by the riling fuperionty of the French in• the- Carnatic,•• took 
the field, and obliged him, who depended upon, thorn for his fub- 
fifteuce, to lend his name, and-to appear .with them-in .pcftoiv as.the- 
pretenfion of their boriilities: the army was conopofcdnf the troops .of 
the Pulitaver, of Vadagherri, of the three minor polygamy-Cotaltava, 
Nadacourch, and Savaudah ; and from the eaftenifkle, of Ftiaporum, 
the -dependatit- of Catabominaiguc, - - who ftimfelf .continued firm to 
his new connexion with the Englifh. The confederates had dikei- 
wife perfuaded the Polygar of Shatore under, the.hills,, whole fort 
is oniv fifteen miles to the foutia of Chevelpetore, to enter, fo far 
into their views as to admit, a body of the Puiitaver’s Gollcnes into 
hi? fort, -with .-whom and.his own he niade depredations into the ad- 
c jacent- 



Book IX. Madura and Tinivelly. 
adjacent country, whilft Mahomed Woof, apprehenfive of the arrival 
of Hyderally and the French, kept his force colle&cd in Madura. 
As foon as the news of Hyderally’s departure was confirmed, 
Mahomed Iffoof took the field and marched againft Shatore. Tire 
polygar on his appearance made fubmiffions, turned out the Puli- 
taver’s men, and paid a fine in-money.; but as foon as the Engliflr 
troops returned to Chevelpetore, he renewed his depredations; on 
which Mahomed Woof attacked the fort again, which the polygar, 
after a flight refiftance, abandoned; and one of his relations was 
appointed in his ftead. In the mean time, the confederates had, in 
various attacks from Nellitangaville, taken' all the polls between this 
.place and Tinivelly, and many of the men placed to guard them, were 
put to the fword: at Tirancourchy, which was taken by affault in the 
night, 27 horfemen, and a greater number of Sepoys, were killed. 
The confederates, elated with thefe fucceffes, threatened all who did 
not join them, and attacked the polygar of Outamalee, becaufe he 
had refufed. They likewile prepared to take poffeffion of Tinivelly, 
anfl boafted that they would reduce the fort of Palamcotab. But the 
approach of Mahomed Woof from Chevelpetore flopped their pro- 
grefs, nor had they courage to give him battle; bpt, having 
flrengthened the'pofls they had taken, retreated to Nellitangaville, 
fending, however, detachments to harafs and interrupt his opera¬ 
tion;; but-without luccefs; for all their parties which ventured to 
meet, or could not avoid the encounter of the Sepoys, were beaten, 
and by the end of April all the polls which had been taken were 
recovered. Mahomed Iffoof then refolved to carry the war into the 
enemy’s country, and to begin with the polygar of Vadagherri, 
although the molt diftant, becaufe the molt powerful of the alliance. 
His villages in the plain were in flames, and the troops had begun to 
penetrate into the wood which enclofes his fort, when Iffoof received 
advices and inftrudlions from the prefidency at Madrafs,and from Cap¬ 
tain Calliaud at Tritcbinopoly, which called him and the troops un¬ 
der his command to fervices of much greater neccfiity and importance. 

At day-break, on the 28th of April, a fquadron of 12 fail were 
deferied Handing in from various points of the compafs for the road 
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1758. or IT l ‘t. Dai ul, vhcu 'hi I tj ,Ti Sn " i( > Ji *'fi a,,d Pi nlge- 
'XpriT' water, chanced to be at anchor. it was. loon perceived that the 
fl-rangers were trench ; ami two or-three 01 the flops being-to- the 
north or the road, ivbilfl the rcit were advancunr from trie fouth, 
precluded tne etcapc.ofthe frigates, as the wjnci-ble-w rroin tnc offinsr. 
1 he captains therefore, prnaentiv refolved.to run their ftups afl'iorc, 
in order to preierve the men. which they effected wuhoutdoimwany. - 
h he French iquadron. was commanded by the Count D'Ache, 
After tone change m the flaps winch v.’ere firit appointed, he laded 
from Bred on the 6th ot March of. the ■ preceding rear, with the 
Zoomc of 74 guns, the Belliqueux of 70. the Superbe of 64, be¬ 
longing- to the navy of France, and a ?o cun .flap, with a frigate 
belonging to the Eaft-India Company, On boarti of theft: films, was-, 
embarked the regiment of Lallv, conlifting of 1080 men, to of the 
rovaj artillery, a great number of -officers-of uiftm6tion,-. and the 
count de Lallv, Colonel of the regiment of-ins name, lieutenant 
general m the French army, and now appointed Governor-general, 
with the.moft extenfive powers over all the French poffeffions and 
eftablifhments hi India. The fliips had fcarcely got clear of theland, : 
when a fquall of wind carried away the main-top-gallant and the 
roizeu-top-maft of the Belliqueux,-on which flie made the fignal of 
cliff refs, and was obliged to anchor near the fliore in. bad ground! 
The Zodiac immediately tacked, and worked dofe-hauled to aflifther, 
and the fquall continuing, carried away- the main and fore top-waft of 
this fiiip iikewife. Thefe accidents induced ,Mr. D’Ache to .return 
immediately into the port of Breft, as -affording the fpeedieft means of 
repniringthe damages, Intheftiort interval between the final orders for - 
the departure of the fquadron, and the advices of its return into Breft, 
the French miniftry at Verfaiilcs had received fuch finifter accounts of 
the French affairs in Canada, that they changed the deftination of the 
fliips Belliqueux and Superbe, and appointed them to America; and 
ordered Mr. D'Ache to-remain at Breft, until joined by other tops 
of equal, force ; which, however, the navy of France, in -this-.time 
of diftrefs. was not able to fpare from its other uecefhtles. But the 
French Eaft India Company had feveral fliips, built exprcfsly to ferve 
' when 
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when required, as men of war, of which, four had failed in De¬ 
cember, with the regiment of Lorrain; and three were now added 
to the two Mr. D’Ache already had under his command; and he was 
to take the others at the ifle of France. The delays of affembling 
the Company’s fhips from Fort l’Orient retarded his departure from 
Breft until the 4th of May. The fhips carried with them a malignant 
fever, at that time reigning in the port.' On the 23d of July they 
anchored at Uio de Janeiro in Brazil, having loft 300 men of all 
kinds by the fever, v.’hich continued even in this climate, although 
healthier than moft in the world: having waited two months in 
expeditions of this benefit, the, fquadron failed on the 25th of Sep- 
lember; and after a paffage of 85 days, ftill infedled with theficknefs, 
arrived on the 18th of December at the Ifle of France. Here they 
found the fhips which had carried the regiment of Lorrain, returned 
from Pondicherry. . Taking their crews and fuch of the fhips as he 
chofe, Mr. D’Ache formed the fquadron, with which he now ap¬ 
peared on the ccaft. They failed from hence on the 27th of Ja¬ 
nuary'. It would be ufeful to know their route, in order to avoid it; 
for their paffage was very long, not making the coaft until the 25th 
of April, when 'the Diligent was fent forward to Karical to get in¬ 
telligence of the Englifh fquadron; and returning on the 27th with¬ 
out any, ftruck on a land-bank, which detained all the fhips the 
reft of the day in getting her afloat. On the 28 th they appeared, as 
we have feen, before-Fort St. David. 

Every fuccefs was expended to follow the arrival of this arma¬ 
ment in India. The fhips were to drive the Englifh fquadron off 
the coaft, the troops with thofe already at Pondicherry were to de- 
molifh the Englifh fettlements; and fuch was the confidence of not _ 
meeting an enemy in the field, that the inftruftions formed at Ver- 
failles ordered Mr. Lally to open his operations by the fiege of Fort 
St. David, before which the fhips anchored, in order to land the 
troops as foon as thofe from Pondicherry could march to invert the 
place. The wreck of the two Englifh frigates confirmed thefe pre- 
lumptions; and Mr. Lally went away in the Count de Provence of 
60 guns, attended by a frigate called the Diligente, to proclaim his 
2 p 2 commiflion, 
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c8 _ commifiioh, and give the neccffary orders at Pondicherry ; be .landed 
at five m the atterneon, and was received witn all the diftinflions an- 
nested to his authority. In the mean time the other (hips worked 
hi. and anchored off Codalorc, two •• miles to the fouth of'. Fort 'St. 
David. ■ 

The Englifh fqnarlron having in ten.days worked as high to wind-: 
•ward as tiie bead of Ceylon, ftood in again for idle coaftv which they 
made on the 28th, off Ncgnpatanif and proceeding .along (horc, dd- 
cove' ed at nine the .next morning the Fl ench (hips riding. off.Cud- 
dalore, whicVrirnmediatclv weighed and bore.down towards Pondi¬ 
cherry, throwing out (ignals to recal the Comte de Provence and the 
Diligcnte ; hut they not weighing in. obedience to the luminous, the 
fquadron ftood out to fea E.byH.thc wind blowing from the s.E. Mr. 
Pocork, on the firii fight of the French fquadron, had thrown out the 
iignal for chace, which implies, that -every, ihip is to pu(h with 
crowded fail, and without regard to each other, in purfuit of the ene¬ 
my, until countermanded by a different fignal. At half an hour after 
twelve, his (hips were within a league of the enemy, who -were form¬ 
ed, and waiting for them in a line of battle a-liead ; when Mr.Pocock 
hauled down tire chacingfignal,brought to on the (larboard tack,hoifted 
his colours, and made the fignal for the. line a-head, and to be form¬ 
ed at the diftance of half a cable, or too yards, one drip from ano¬ 
ther. The Tyger failing ill, and:the Cumberland.much worfe, were 
at this time fo far a-ftern of the other fhips, that it was ten minutes 
pa.ft two before they got up to their allotted fiations in the line; 
■which being now formed, the Admiral made the fignal to hear down,, 
each fliipin the exa& dite&ion.'to the antagoiiiff lire was intended to 
encounter, according to the difpofition of the two litres ; and. this 
was explained by continuing the diftitnSHve fignal of tire line of battle 
p.-head, joined to that of bearing down. ; 

The. French line confiftcd of nine fail, all, excepting theZodiac j 
capable of carrying more guns than they mounted, and (he having 
changed her lower battery of 32 pounders for 24 at Breft, had not 
been able to replace them at the file of France. The Vengeur of 
54 led, followed by the Bicn Aime of 58, next the Comie of 44, 

and 
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and next the Due of Orleans of 50 : Thefe.were the van : In the 
centre was the Zodiac of 74, on which M. D’Ache hoifted his flag. 
-The four thips which formed the rear, were the Saint Louis of jo, 
immediately after the Zodiac, then the Moras of 44, the Sylph'ide of 
36, and the Due de Bourgogne of 60 guns clofed the line. 

The Englifh line, having only feven fhips to nine, w'ere to chufe 
their opponents accordingly. Mr. Pocock in the Yarmouth of 64, 
was the centre, and fleered for the Zodiac, the centre of the enemy’s 
line. In confcquence the Tyger of 60 guns, which led theEnglilh 
van, bore down for the Vengeur ; the Salifbury of 50, for the Bien 
Aime ; and the Elizabeth of 64, in which Admiral Stevens hoifted 
his flag, and was the lhip a-head"of Mr. Pocock, neglecting, the Con- 
de, bore down for the Duke of Orleans, which ranged immediately 
a-head of M. D’Ache. In confcquence, likewife, the Cumberland 
of 66, which was to be next a-ftern of Mr. Pocock, fhould have 
fleered for the Saint Louis, the Newcaftle of 50 for the Moras, 
and the Weymouth of 60, neglecting the Sylphide, for the Due de 

This was underfloor]. It is likewife generally underftood, that 
when the Admiral brings to, and throw's out the fignal to engage, 
every fhip is to do fo likewife, at the fame diftance from its refpec- 
tive opponent, as the admiral lies from his. But the Cumberland, 
from fome unaccountable defeCl, W'as fo unmanageable, that in bear¬ 
ing down, Lhe could not be got to wear clear of the Yarmouth, that 
is, to keep on her left hand, but at every endeavour flew up on the 
' Yarmouth’s weather-quarter, or to the right. 

But another roifchance happened, which was effected by this of 
the Cumberland. The fignal for the line of battle a-head, which 
was kept flying on board the admiral, whilfl bearing down for the 
enemy, was miflaken by the Newcaftle and Weymouth to mean that 
the fhips were to go down a-ftern of one another, inftead of continu¬ 
ing on the left of each other, until they fhould haul the wind to pre- 
fer.t their broadtides on the fignal for engagement, when this change 
would place them exafily right in the line of battle a-head. In con- 

fequence 





■fcqueiicc the fN'ewcaftie kept behind, the Cumberland, and the Wey¬ 
mouth behind the Nc.wcsftie, and-as the Cumberland had ur-c. got 
into the line (or into the wake of the Yarmouth) when the figoal for 
engagement was thrown out, the .other two foips were foil'farther' 
off from the enemy’s, -and the laft the fartheft. 

Mr. Pocockc law the miftakes and embarraflrnents, and,tsv 5 tilil- 
bearing down, threw out fignals toredify. them, wbichwert-not un¬ 
derflood bv the NewcafUc and Weymouth, and could not be obeyed 
by the Cumberland. Neverthdeis,. it was neceflary to go. on ; 'for 
the whole of the enemy’s line began to lire hotly, as foon as the 
Englifo foips came within random fliot, and with the chance of much 
advantage, ns the Englifh fliips bearing down prefen ted- their, heads, 
and were expofed to ire raked foreand aft until they formed the.line, 
and prefented their broadfides for cattle .: but luckily the enemy’s 
fire continued without aim. Mr. Pocock did not return afiugle foot 
until his fliip hauled up with her broad fide oppofite to: the Zodiac’s, 
when the three.foips'.pf the van were likewife got into their .proper 
ftatious : he then, at 55 minutes paft three, threw out the fignal, and 
the lire inftantly became general throughout the line, for the three 
fhips of the rear, although out of certain aim, were within reach 
of chance execution. In five minutes the Sylphide bore away under 
the lee of the Zodiac, although foe had only received the diftant 
foot of the Newcaftle and Weymouth ; but foe had only been ad¬ 
mitted into the line to impofc by fhew. In fifteen minutes the Due 
de Bourgogne, tbelaftof the enemy’s rear, quitted her. datiofi like-, 
wife, and went off in the fame direction ns the Sylphide, although, 
foe had only been expofed t.o the fire of the. Weymouth, and was 
not much damaged. About the fame time the Conde, the third and 
wcakeft of the enemy’s van, received a foot which .difabled her. 
rudder, and obliged her likewife to quit the line. The Englifo and 
French admirals, Pocock and D’Ache, as with a fpivit of duel,,kept 
clofe and directed their fire entirely again!! each other,' and the en¬ 
gagement had likewife been fierce between the two vans, and continu¬ 
ed fo after the Conde bore away. The Cumberland foil flung up fb ; 
clofe to the quarter of the Yarmouth, that foe had not room, to wear, 

and 
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and get into her ftation and at length backed her topfails to obtain 
it by falling aftern; which fucceeded, but not until (he had dront 
below her opponent the Saint Louis, and at a conftderable diftance 
from the \ annouth which fle was to fecond ; during this operation, 
the Newcaftle and Weymouth, in order to keep their proper diftances, 
backed Imewife, and botn fell below the Moras, the laft remaining of 
thp enemy s i ear ; and were thus likewife left without any fhip to fire 
at But after the Cumberland had fet fail, and gained her proper 
ftation, tne Newcaftle ftillkept back, and failed to clofe the line, on 
wmdi the Weywouth hailed her to do fo, which not being attended 
to the hau.ed the .wind, fet fail, and, paffing to windward of the 
-Newcaftle, came properly into the line, a-breaft of the Moras, durino- 
which the Cumberland was well engaged with the Saint Louis, and 
took off the fire of her forward guns, which the had for fome time 
employed agamft the quarter of the Yarmouth. Mr. Pococke had 
continually thrown out fignals for the rear to o- et in order and now 
continued them for the Newcaftle. A great explofion of powder had 
b ow4i up m the Zodiac, another in the Bien Aim6 ; the Moras 
although by much the weakeft of the enemy’s .flips, had fowftit 
with as much aftivity as any of them; and when attacked by the 
frelh and fupenor fire of the Weymouth, flood it with great lofs for 
10.minutes, when fle quitted the line, flattered and admired. Mr 
D’Ache continually made the fignals of the fugitives to rejoin the line.' 
The engagement had continued an hour and a half, when the Tvcer," 
which led the Enghlh van, having loft her fore-top-fail-yard cduld 
not keep her ftation, -but fell flaming a-head of her opponent, the 
\ engeur, on which this flip, favoured at the fame time by a final! 
change of,the wind, hauled up, and began to get to windward of 
the l ygers quarter, over which fte would then have had every 
advantage, and with fufficient refiftance againft the Saliflury behind • 
and-by this time the Comte de Provence, with the Dilicente were 
advanced from Pondicherry within a league of the battle. Never- 
thelefs Mr. D’Ache finding that the flfips which had bore away did 
not return, made the general fignal, and bore down towards them, 
intending afterwards to take up the Comte de Provence, and with her 



to wait the renewal of-the engagement, if the Englifh choic. .But- 
the rignin<r in the greate.ft part of . their Sine was fo exeeflively 
damaged, that the French- outfailed them three feet to one ; on 
winch Mr, Pocock hauled the flag of battle down, amf.ftunmoncd 
his captains. They were Latham of. the Tyger, Somerfet of the. 
Sal ifbiiry, Kempenfelt. of the Elizabeth with Admiral .Steven*;- liar- 
l ifon of the Yarmouth with Mr. PocockepBrereton-of the Cumber¬ 
land, Leg of tire Ncwcartle, and Vincent of the Weymouth,: 

The lots on hoard the Englith fquadron was 29 killed, and 89 
wounded, in all 1 13 . In the Yarmouth 7 were killed and 32 wound¬ 
ed, in the Salhbury 8 and 16 ; the Cumberland 7 and 13; none 
were killed, and only 5 wounded, in the Weymouth and Newcaflle 
together : the reft fell nearly equal in the Tyger and Elizabeth. 
The killed and wounded in the French fquadron amounted by their 
own accounts to 500. In the Zodiac alone more than in: all the. 
Englilh {hips, being 35 and 115, including 60 {torched hy their 
own gun-powder; '40 were killed in the lJicn Aime; 32 in the 
Moras, 13 in the Vengeur, 13111 the Saint Louis, 12 in the Due 
d’Orleans, 6 in the Due de Bourgogne, 3 in the Sylphkle, the Cornfe 
6 or 7 : the wounded in all the ihips, excepting the Zodiac, were 
Onlv twice the number of the {lain. The difparity of the total lofi 
was more than four to one, and far exceeded the difproportion of the 
numbers on board: the French fquadron having with the troops 
5000, and the Englifli 3200. The frigates on either fide' iiiifercd 
nothing, having been kept at a diftancc to repeat fignals. 

The Yarmouth with the (hips of. the van had received fo much 
hurt in their rigging, that, none could haul the wind. The . im¬ 
mediate refource was, to have anchored,; but when the engagement- 
ended, the fquadron had got out of fight of land, into 25 fathom 
water, and the wind blowing frefh had railed.fuch a.heavy fvvell, that 
the tumbling of the fhips at anchor would have rendered the various 
operations of fetting up marts, yards, and fluouds, always difficult 
at fea, almort impra,aicable. . It was therefore reiolved to repair under 
fiil. The fhips accordingly ftood in for'-the land s. W; the wind rtill 
at s. s. E. but the current was rtrong aud the umveildy Cumberland 

. falling 
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falling continually to leeward obliged the cithers to abide by her; 
ib that, before the morning, when they came to an anchor in fhoie 
they were a league to the north of Sadrafs, and 35 miles to the 
fouth of Pondicherry, off of which the engagement began. The 
French lquadron had buffered fo much lefs aloft, that they anchored 
at jo at night in the road of Alamparva, 15 miles to windward of 
the Englifh. The Bien Aime during the fight had the flings of her 
fheet anchor (hot away, which dropping, run out the cable, which 
was immediately cut; another fhot unperceived had grazed the upper 
coil of the cable bent to the beft bower, with which the fbip came to 
anchor at Alamparva, but on the firft ftrain this cable parted; a fmall 
anchor was immdiately dropped, but would not hold; there was 
no other ready ; and before the fails could be fet, the fhip was driven 
into the furf, and Branded without the poflibilitv of recovery: but 
all the men were faved, and afterwards moft of the cannon and 
Bores. 

The firft hour of Mr.Lally’s arrival at Pondicherry was diftinguiflred 
by the exceflive vivacity of his character. Before the night clofed, 
1000 Europeans and as many Sepoys were on their march to Fort 
St. David, commanded by the Count D’Eftaign, who landed with, 
him : but fuch was the hurry to be in motion, that they proceeded 
without proviflons, and their guides led them affray, and brought 
them into the bounds over -the plain to the weft, where they did 
not arrive until feven in the morning : the guard at the redoubt of 
Chimundelum retreated before them to' the garden-houfe, where 
was another; and both together retired to the fort, after five or fix 
were killed. They were followed almoft to the glacis with fo 
much prefumption, that feven or eight of the enemy were killed by 
the cannon from the ramparts, of which indeed abundance were 
fired on their appearance. Neverthelefs, many preft by hunger re¬ 
mained ranfacking the houfes near the efplanade for immediate 
victuals ; on which two companies of Sepoys under the command 
of an European officer were fent againft them from the fort, who fired 
away all their ammunition at too great a diftance to do or receive 
anv harm. Several fmaller parties of Sepoys were likewile detached 
Vol. II. 2 Q to 



to furprize draggling, plunderers, and before noon brought in fix 
Europeans, from whom an account of the enemy’s force was ob¬ 
tained. In the' afternoon was heard the firft firing of the two 
ftjuadrons, which were then almoll out of fight, and foon after dif- 

The next day Mr. Soupii c came up with more troops, fome heavy 
camion, and a convoy of provifions; and on the firlt of May, Mr. 
Lallv himfelf, clcorted by two companies of Hollars, arrived at the 
garden-houfc, and immediately detached the Comte D’Eftaigne acrois 
the river of Tripopalore to reconnoitre and take poft near Cuddalore. 
This town remained in the fame condition as when attacked twelve 
years before by the troops of Duplcix; incloled on the three fides 
towards the land with a rampart and fmall baftions, which had 
neither ditch or any other advanced defences; to the fea it was open, 
but the approach on this fide was flanked by the two baflions at the 
extremities. M. D’Eltaigne carefully reconnoitred the walls to ths 
land, and concluded that the other fide had the fame defence; and 
not a man in the French army knew enough of the place to aflert 
the contrary. The garrifon of Cuddalore confifted of four com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, and a few artillery-men, under the command cf 
a lieutenant with an enfigti ; who were reinforced in the evening of 
Mr. Lady’s arrival by 30 Europeans and; fome Lafcars from Fort 
St. David. 

There were in the fort 150 French prifoners ; and on Mr. 
D’Eftaigne’s arrival, it was demanded of him to fend in provifions 
for their daily fuftenance during the impending fiege. Mr. Lally, 
on the day after his arrival, propofed a conference on this fubjeff, 
as well as on the furrender of Cuddalore, and the commandant 
Major Polier went to him.; after much difeuffton, and fcveral mef- 
fages during this and the fublbquer.t day, it was agreed that Cud,- 
dalore fhould be delivered up at iim-rile oi» the 4th, provided a battery 
of heavy cannon were at that time ready to open, when the Englifh 
garrifon there might, witli their arms and field-ammunition, retire 
to Fort St. David ; and that the French prifoners fhould be relcafed, 
with liberty to proceed to any 0 f the neutral ports to the fbuth, 
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where they were to remain until the fate of Fort St. David Ihould 

be decided; on which their own was to depend. 

The impatience of Mr. Laily’s temper had already fpread difcon- 
tent through the fettlement he was lent to govern. Not finding 
the fame means and facilities for military operations as he had been 
Siccuftcmed to in the armies ef Europe, he refolved to create them, 
as it were, in fpite of nature. The different calls of the Indian re¬ 
ligion being appropriated to Ipecific and hereditary vocations, many 
of them are entirely prohibited from iervile offices and hard labour: 
and of thole allotted to fitch occupations, each mull abide by that 
alone to which he was born. The hulbandman would be dilhoiioured 
by employing his mattock excepting in the field he is to low; and even 
lower faces have their diftinclions, infomuch that the cooley, who 
carries a burden on his head, will not carry it on his fhoulder: di- 
ftinclions likewife prevail among!! the foldierv, for the man who 
rides, will not cut the grafs that is to feed his horle; nor at this time 
would the Sepoy dig the trench which was to protect him from a 
cannon-ball : hence the numerous train of followers and attendants 
which always accompanies a camp in India. Another embarraffment 
likewife arifes from the want ofhorfes proper for draught, which is but 
ill fupplied by the feeble bullocks of the country ; nor are fufficient 
numbers even of them properly trained to lie .purchafed on emergency. 
Excepting in the liege of Pondicherry by Mr.-Bofcawen, tbefe defefts 
had not been much felt in the hoftilities between the two nations, 
becaufe mutual; and fix field-pieces generally decided a battle; two 
of battering cannon, the fate of a fortrefs: but another warfare was 
now to enfue, for the redudlion of Fort St. David required a regular 
fieo-e. The hurry with which Mr. Lally had obliged the lirft di- 
vilion to march again!! Cuddalorc, left no time to colled! the ne- 
ceflary number of coolies and other attendants in Pondicherry • on 
which he ordered the deficiency to be lupplied by the Indian inha¬ 
bitants of the town, a number of whom were prefled, and employ¬ 
ed without diftinclion, in carrying burthens, and other fuch lervices. 
The violence created terror ; the dilgrace, indignation, Mr. Deley- 
rit, and the council, who Fill retained their fun£Iio«j. but under 
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the controui ot Mr. rcprclented the mcoivraucncies which 

nn hi mi ! n die c n\u.Lmu)t of tbt uetnes; buttbur 

remonftrance drew his reicntmeiu on thcmielvcs, mixed .with l«f. 
picums, mat ilicv onlv wnlial to proteCt-thole who wcraiubicrvient- 
to their own .nniolnraeiits and ad vantages to the government; -The- 
ftrmn or uus exertion only duoinifhed the c-freit; and .the cannon 
and {lores followed io llowK, -tnat as Coon as the troops had taken 
pofiellion of Cudualore, Mr. .Lully returned to Ponthcher-rv, in order 
to accelerate their arrival by the tame means which had already, been 
employed with to little lucecls.- 

The fquadron. with Mr. D’Ache were fix days m working up 
from Alamparva to the road of Pondicherry, where thev anchored 
on the iixth or Mav. The troops were immediately landea.. and as . 
fall: as tbev came on fhore-marched off for Fort St. David.; and the 
heavy artillery and ammunition, for 'want of means by land, were 
embarked, to be landed at the month of the river Panar, which lies 
about a mile to the north of Fort St. David. The pant of artillerv. 
was formed at the Garden-houfe. Mr. Lallv returned to Cuddalore 
on the 14th, and in the eufuing night the engineers began to eredl 
a battery for two 24 pounders, on the north bank of the river of 
Bandapollam ; they were only intended to fire plunging-diot into the 
fort, being 1000 yards diftant from the walls; nevcrthelcfs the, 
garrifon fired abundantly during this and the Cuccecding-night to in¬ 
terrupt the -work. 

Three confiderable rivers., coming from the weftwsrd. gain the 
Tea in the {pace of four miles within the bounds of Fort St; David > 
the bed of the Panar lies about 1800-yards to the north of the river 
of Tripapolore, and the two communicate by a canal which runs, 
nearly parallel to, and about 1000 yards diftant from, the margin of- 
the fea. Fort St. David {lands in the angle where the canal joins, 
the river of Tripapolore.; which paflcch dole to the Couth face of the 
fort, and there fends off to the Couth an arm that Coon joins, the river 
of Bandapollam, when both united in one channel continue along 
the eaftern fide of Cuddalorc, feparated from the fea by a mound.of 
land. The waters of Tripapolore and Bandapollam prelected the 
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fort from the regular approach of trenches on the fouth ; but on the 
weft and north the ground prefented rather more advantages than 
obftacles to an enemy. 

By many additions and improvements Fort St. David was now be¬ 
come a fortification armed at all points ; but the original defetft of 
want of fpace in the body of the place Drill remained; being only 140 
feet from tv. to e. and 390 from N. to s. The four baftions at the 
angles mounted each 12 guns. The curtains, as well as the baftions 
were furroimded by a fauflebray with a brick parapet. The out¬ 
works were, a horn-work to the north, mounting 34 guns ; two laro-e 
ravelins, one on the eaft, the other on the weft ; a ditch round all, 
which had a cuvette cut along the middle, and was fupplied with 
water from the river of Tripapolore; the fcarp and counter-fcarp of 
the ditch faced with brick ; a broad covered way excellently palli- 
laded, with arrows at the falient angles commanding the glacis, and 
the glacis itfeif was provided with well-conftrufted mines. All thele 
works, excepting the horn-work, were planned by Mr. Robins, but 
the horn-work was raifed before his arrival in India with much igno¬ 
rance and expence, the whole being of folid mafomy, and the ram¬ 
part too narrow to admit the free recoil of the guns. The ground to 
the north of the fort, included by the fea,'the rivers of PanarandTri- 
papolore, and the canal which joins them, is a plot of fand, riling in 
feveral parts into large hillocks, which afford good ftielter againft the 
fort. On the edge of the canal, 1300 yards to the north of the fort, 
flood an obfolete redoubt, called Chuckly-point.. It was of mafonry, 
fquare, mounted eight guns, and in the area were lodgments for the 
guard : the entrance was a pallifaded gate under an arch, but the 
redoubt was not enclofed by a ditch. About 200 yards to the right 
of this flood another fuch redoubt, on a fand-hill called Patcharee. 
Four hundred yards in the rear of tbefe redoubts was another fand- 
hill, much larger than that of Patcharee, on which the Dutch had a 
faftory-houle called Thevenapatam ; but the houfe had lately been 
demoliftied ; and a fafeine battery of five guns was rnifec! on the hilh 
In a line on the left of this hill, and on the brink of the canal, was a 
gateway, with a narrow rampart and battlements, which commanded 
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a 'bridgft immediately niftier if, loaning over the canal. •Theigarrifba 
i;i Fort St.D-aval ronftAc?! of 16oo-natives,‘Sepoys, Lafcars, and To- 
paffes-; A19 Europeans, of whom 286 were dfeclive ; 83 pentioher* 
nr infirm : and 250 were -teamen,’ rhe -crews of -the-Tnton-aud-Bodg- 
-■<-atc-r, which had run afhore on the appearance of the French-iqua- 
fifem. " ■ 

Intelligence was obtained on the 15th that the enemy intended on 
the enfuing night to attack all the polls on the fand 5 on. which they 
were reinforced, to the number of 00 Europeans and 700 Sepoys. At 
fun-let, the French troops marched from Cuddalore to the garden- . 
houfc and at nitre o’clock from thence in three-dmlions, which halted, 
at force cliftance from the canal, watting the fignsl to attack. The. 
divifion on the right was to. force and takc.iiOiTeflion of the gateway 
nppoiite to the hill of Thevcnapatam ; the center was to ford the ca¬ 
nal, and march againft Chuckley-point; and the divihon to the left 
eroding the canal where it joins the river Panar, was. to come clown 
and ftorm Patcharee : but the center and the left were not to begin 
their attack before the right was engaged. The fignal. was made by 
a rocket at ten o’clock, and at the tame infftmt a ftrong fire com¬ 
menced ao-ainft the fort ittelf, from five guns on the ramparts of 
Cuddalore, the two on the battery on the bank of the Bandapollnm 
river, and from two heavv mortars on the weft. This annoyance was 
intended to diftraft the attention of the garrilon, and Succeeded, for 
they returned it with much violence,although with more uncertainty. 
The divifion on the right advancing to the attack of the Tbeveuapa- 
tam gatewav, was unexpectedly flopped by the want of the bridge, 
which had been deftroyea, and the canal hereabouts was not fordable; 
nor could the center divifion find the ford they exported. The ports- 
on the fand were now alarmed, but the two divifions, ncverthelds, 
flood on their Ground, waiting for intelligence irons the divifion on 
the ieft. which was led by the Count D’Eftaign, who loon- after 
fent word unit nc had crofled with eafe at the head of the canal ; 
on which me center moved up thither, and crofted after him; whiift 
the tnird dmhon continued before the gateway, to keep the 
t t 1 E Thevcnapatum from reinforcing the two.points. 

They 
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They; were both attacked at the fame time with numbers fufficient to 
affiault all round at once, and in half an hour both were carried ; two 
officers and all the Europeans were made prifoners, but moft of the 
Sepoys ran away. The two divifions together then marched againft 
the battery on the hill of Thevenapatam. This attack commenced 
at one in the morning, and was refilled with muchfpirit until three, 
when the enemy got poflelfion of the battery; where, likewife,. the 
Europeans were taken, and the Sepoys efcaped. The fire from the 
fort deterred the enemy from continuing at Thevenapatam; and they 
retired to the two points, which they fupported with 400 men, fhel- 
tered behind the hillock of Patcharee. None of the Sepoys who had 
fled returned into the fort, but efcaped. along the fea-fhore acrofs the 

At day-light a detachment from the fort took pofleffion of tile bat¬ 
tery again ; on which the enemy immediately reinforced the troops at 
the points with 5 or 600 men from the camp at the garden-houle ; 
which fufficiently indicated another attack on the battery,, and to 
avoid it the detachment was prudently recalled, together with the 
guard at the gateway on the canal. At night the enemy broke ground, 
carrying on a trench of communication between Cliuckley and Pat¬ 
charee points ; arid although the exceffive heat of the weather ought 
to have referred this fervice to the night, it continued through the tw'o 
fucceedingdays, and by the night of the : 9 th the work was. advanced 
to the hill of Thevenapatam, extending in the whole 800 yards. Five 
mortars from the well opened at the lame time as the trenches were 
begun ; but no cannon were fired.excepting thofe on the ramparts of 
Cuddalore, from which one lhot on the 18th killed Lieutenant 
Davis, two ferjeants, and five black men. On the 20th, the enemy 
opened another trench leading from the weft fide of the hill of The- 
venepatam to the gateway on the canal, and. repaired the bridge there; 
they likewife eftablifhed two twelve pounders araongft the ruins of 
Tome fifhermen’s huts on the beach, which commanded the entrance 
into the river of Tripapolore from admitting any boats from the lea. 
Thefe guns were lheltered from the fort by two hillocks of land, but 
bad. no communication with.the enemy's lines, and were left to the 



whom little fervice was derived from the ieamcn, as not-.beiug fab-- 
ic6T to the fame controui.as the foldiery. On the. azd, an Engliiih 
fliip anchored, and for want of boatmen .to carry a letter tohei, the 
fort warned her danger by firing (hot at her, on which (Ire. failed out 
of the road. The enemy continued until the 36th, employed, in. con- 
itrucling four batteries, and in piu'hing on their trenches, which they 
carried from the hill of Thevetiapatam obliquely towards the north - 
eaft angle of the glacis ; during which, the five mortars to the weft, 
and the guns from Cuddalore continued the only annoyance. The 
fort continued to laviih away their fire night and day 011 every thing 
they faw, beard, or fufpedled ; by which 20 carriages of their own ; 
guns were difabled, and the works themfelves xliaken. About mid¬ 
night of the 26th, a battery of feven guns, added to that of the fiver 
mortars to the weft, was opened, and kept up a conftant fire. The 
next night fome of the failors broke open the treafury, not to take the 
money, but fome arrack, with which they got exceedingly dnmk, 
and, according to their regulations, could only be pumfhed by con¬ 
finement. 

By the 30th, the enemy had advanced their trenches to within 
200 yards of the glacis ; and in the fame clay fmiihed and opened 
the three other batteries; one of three guns, with five mortars, againfl. 
the angle of the north-weft baftion ; another of fix guns and four 
mortars on the hill of Tbeven'apatam, facing the front of the -horn- 
work; the third of four guns, about 300 yards to the fouth-eafl 
of TUevenapatam, and nearly oppofite to the angle of the north- 
eaft baftion. The former battery to the weft, continued to-enfilade 
the north face ; and the defences on this fide had already buffered f’o 
much, as well from the fhock of their own firing, as ; from.< the ftiot 
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and Ihellsof the enemy, that they could barely return the fame num- x 758 
ber of guns ; and the encreafiug want of powder left none to fpare — J 

againft the (hot from Cuddalore, and the two guns on the bank of the 
river of Bandapollam. The enemy’s bombs had likewife ruined the 
refervoirs and the only well of good water in the fort, and that in the 
ditch was too brackilh to be drunk. 

All hopes were now turned to the fquadron ; the garrifon knew 
by letters, which had efcaped the enemy, of the fiiccefs of the late 
engagement, and no conjectures could account for the long delay of 
their return. Mr. Pococke, as foon as he anchored of Sadrafs on the 
29 th of April, difpatched a boat with advices to Madrafs, and requeft- 
ed, that all the recovered feameu in the hofpital, and as many Lafcars 
as could be fpared,might be fent to reftore the lofs which had been fuf- 
tained. About 100 of each were fent the next day, the Lalcars by 
land, the feamen in maffoolas. It was fix days before they out on 
board ; and on the 7 th of May the fquadron weighed ; but, proving 
after three days trial, that they could not advance againft the wind 
and current by working in fhore, they put to fea, and in fifteen days 
got to the windward of Fort St. David, into the latitude of 9. 30.; 
but the wind at this time rofe fo ftrong from the weft, that the Cum¬ 
berland could not bear up againft it, without encreafing her leaks fo 
much, that it became neceffary to let her drive; and as the other fhips 
were obliged to keep her company, the fquadron, inftead of reaching 
Fort St. David, fell to leeward as far as Alamparvah, where they 
anchored on the 26th of May. Here they obtained no intelligence, 
for the place belonged to the French, who fuffered no beats to go off, 
and thofe belonging to (hips cannot land through the furf. The wind 
having abated, the fquadron weighed anchor again the fame day, and 
plied to the fouthward with the land and fea breezes, which were fo 
faint, that they only gained four leagues in two days, when on the 
28th they difeovere'd the French fquadron at anchor in the road of 
Pondicherry, which had remained there ever fince their arrival, wait¬ 
ing the recovery of their tick and wounded, of which conditions, but 
principally of their fick, near a thoufand were incapable of duty. The 
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nppcarsnco of the Knfclifh fipjadroa- tfprcad. no .little alarm.: ••..Mr;-.' 
D'Ache immediately, convened a council or-his captains, with the 
Governor and council of the town, who i ctolvcd, t! tat it was molt or* 
pedicncfor the 'hip;' to.remain moored as dole an pofiible to. thefhore, 
lhat I hey might receive the affiflan.ee of the guns along the flrand ;• 
hut this rcloluti'on was not valid until approved by.Mr. Laliv ; who., 
inftanilv went from, the .camp to Pondicherry, -ordering a detachment 
of 400 Europeans to Follow him as fuff as they Could march.. He 
arrived early in the moroti>g*of the 30th, convened the ujusl council,.' 
and tendered the detachment, with, the lame-number -of Sepoys'and 
Lafcars, to ferve on board die (hips, and proiefted againfir-the dis¬ 
grace of not meeting the Englifii fquadron in the open tea.. 'This ■ 
reinforcement changed the former refoiution.- Mu Dally- returned 
to the camp in the evening ; and the nerd.-day Mr. D'Ache, with 
the eight principal (hips, now manned witu 3300 men, weighed an¬ 
chor, hut, iriftcad of bearing down on Mr. Pococke, who could .not 
work up to him, kept the wind, plying for Fort St. David. • 

The befiegers during this day kept: up an. mediant fire from 21 
pieces of cannon and 13 mortars, which every hour became fupeiior. 
to that of the fort; not for want of mounted artillery, but of-ammu¬ 
nition, of which, fuch quantities had been lavifhed away when no ade¬ 
quate effed could be expefcied, that the garrilbn was obliged to fpare . 
it notv, in the hour of need and real ufe. On the iff -of June the-fire 
continued with fitch increafnig fuperiority, that the Jailors, and evert 
the artillery men, at tiroes, quitted their guns. At noon, the French 
fquadron were perceived 'working towards the road, and by the clofe 
of the evening, the enemy had carried on their trenches to the foot 
of the glacis oppofite to the falient angle of the n.e. baftion,. where 
they began to erefl a batten’, and all the embraiures in the fort; -which 
commanded this fpot were ruined, and their guns either diimounted 
or withdrawn : lb that the enemy might, foon make a lodgement in. 
the covered way; but could get no farther, until the ditch,was drain¬ 
ed or filled up. Neverthelefs, it was apprehended, that the French 
fquadron might land a great number of men, with whom .the troops 
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on fliore would make a general aflfault, which the garrifon or defences 
were not deemed in a condition to refill. On which, Major Polier, 
and Mr. Wynch, the temporary governor, thought it neceffary to 
hold a council of war, in which it was unanimoufly decided, that they 
ought to capitulate on the beft terms they could make, and articles 
•were prepared ; however, the defence , was continued through the 
night, and until ten the next dav, in the folicitous, but difappointed 
expectation of feeing the Englifh fquadron : a flag of truce was then 
hoilled. Major Polier and one of the. company’s agents went out, and 
returned at four in the afternoon, with the articles altered by Mr. 
Lally, which it was agreed to accept. At fix in the evening, a com¬ 
pany of French grenadiers were admitted into the fort, and the gar- 
rilon marched with drums and colours to the foot of the glacis, where 
they grounded their arms, and furrendered themfelves and their en- 
figns to the French line drawn up to receive them. They were, 
■with all convenient fpeed, conduced to Pondicherry, where it was 
ftipulated they fhould remain, until an equal number of French pri- 
forters were delivered there, when the Englifh tvere to be lent to Ma- 
drafs, or Devi Cotah, at the option of Mr. Lally. He rejedled the 
propofal, that Fort St. David fhould not be demolilhed during the war, 
and, in confequence of inftnwftions from France, immediately order¬ 
ed all the fortifications to be razed to the ground. The French offi¬ 
cers, on contemplating the works,' were furprized at the facility of 
their conqueft, not having loft twenty men by the fire of the place, 
although more by ficknefs, and flrokes of the fun, in the trenches. 
The French fquadron anchored in the road the evening after the fur- 
render, when Mr. D’Ache landed, and having conferred with Mr, 
Lallv, weighed anchor on the 4th, and flood to the fouthward, in or¬ 
der to cruize off Ceylon. 

The army before Fort St. David con filled of 2 500 Europeans, ex- 
clufive of officers, and about the fame number of Sepoys. I11 order 
to complete this amount, and to leave in Pondicherry a force fufficient 
to make head againft any motions from Madrafs, Mr. Lally had 
drained all the out-pofts and garrifons in the Carnatic, to a fourth of 
“ 2 Rj their 
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1758. their ordinary guard!) ; and had recalled thevvhole garrifon of Serin«- 
v jSScT / h am > having agreed to deliver over this place to the brother of Hy- 
dernatR, who arrived-with .a party of Myibreans from Dindigul, afld 
took poflcifion of it on the 17th of May, when the French troops- 
marched away for Fort Sr. David. They couiifted of 100 Europeans 
and 1 i;oq Sepoys: but one half of the Sepoys .deferted on-the road, 
for fear of the unumal Jervices to which they.-heard thole in thecamp 
were applied ;• having for the firfh time been employed in throwing 
up earth m the trenenes ; on winch the reft-, with the Europeans, 
Vi ere ordered to halt at Chilambiirum, where they were joined dur¬ 
ing Jre fiege by aoo Europeans from the camp. This force was in-' 
tended to fuccour Karical, in cafe the Englifh-fquadron fhould make a 
defeent-there. As foon as Fort St.David capitulated, Mr.D’Efraign 
was detached, with fome more troops and cannon, to join,-and pro¬ 
ceed with them againft Devi Cotah ; but this officer, on good intel¬ 
ligence, left the cannon at Chilambntm, .and on the 4th appeared 
with the troops before Devi Cotah, which the garrifon abandoned on 
his approach.. It confifted of 30 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys; they 
marched away through the Tanjote country to Tntchinopolv, 

As foon as Devi Cotail was taken, tne army returned with all ex¬ 
pedition from Fort St. DavicI to Pondicherry, and on the evening of 
the 7th, Mr. Tally made a triumphant entrv. which had been con¬ 
certed, into the town, and proceeded to a magnificent. T'e Beam, 
which was followed by a fumptuous entertainment ; immediately 
after which, he renewed his bickerings with Mr. Dclcyrit and the 
Council, bccaufe the public treafure'was-alm'oft' exbaufted; not 
without acculations that they had diverted-it to their own c-molu- 

Tlie Englifli fquadroo faw the French fet fail from the road of 
Pondicherry but, kept back by the Cumberland, lo.fr, infrenc! of 1 
gaining ground, and fell to Jeeward again as far as Alamparva,! off 
which place, Mr. Pococke received on the yth a letter, difpatched 
by the Englifli agent at Sadrafs, informing him of 'the To/s of 
Fort St, David. A.t this, time the Iquadfon had not .more than 

five 
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five days confumption of water on board : and the only port to the 1758. 
fouthward, where it could be fupplied with fufficient expedition, 
was the Dutch fettlement of Negapatam; which, being 100 miles 
to-windward, they were not likely to reach in lefs than 10 days; 

Mr. Pococke, therefore, bore away, and anchored the next day in 
the road of Madrafs. 

Abdulwabab, the Nabob’s brother, on the return of his troops 
from Terpatore, where Armetrow was killed in February, had pa¬ 
raded them again about Chandergherry in the lame hopes as before 
of intimidating the renter of Tripetti; but, ftill continuing him- 
lelf afraid of the Englifh Sepoys Rationed at Trepaffore, refrained 
from hoftilities, and tried proffers of money, which the renters re- 
fufed, and advifed him to a reconciliation with his brother. The 
pofleffioh of Tripetti had always been the o'ojeft of every adven¬ 
turer who faw any chance of fuccefs; becatife its revenue, equal to 
30,000 pounds a year, arifing from the contributions of devotion, 
is always more certain than that of any harveft in the Carnatic ; 
aiukthe acquifition was foon after attempted with more earneftnefs 
than the fchemes of Abdulwahab. Before the departure of Bala- 
ventrow from the country of Cudapab, two officers of diflindiion, 
named Ragava Cherry' and Balakiffen Sauftry, arrived with a com- 
miffion from Balagerow, to fuperintend the chout or tribute to the 
Morratoes from the Carnatic; in confequence of which they afked 
Balaventrow for a body of troops to proceed by military execution.. 

He refufed, alleging, that he had already fettled this bufmefs with 
the Nabob of Arcot, who had given no new occafion of offence ; 
and, on his departure to Sirpi, inftrudted his fucceffor not to permit 
any hoftilities. The two officers, dilappointed, levied 500 horfe 
and 1 000- font, of thofe who had been in the fervice of the late Na¬ 
bob of Cudapah, but difbanded after his death ; and proceeded with 
them to the country of the Polygar of Matlavar, which extends 
along the river Kandeler to the N. w. of the diftridts of Tripetti, 
and a part infests itlelf between the counties of Damerla Venka- 
tipy Naigue, and Bangar Yatcham, as far as a pais in the moun¬ 
tains called Cara Canambaca, which is within twenty miles of the 
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pagoda. The renter ported 7 or 80 d peon? in-the pals, who kept the 
adventurers and their force at bav, although joined by the troops of 
Mutlavar, until the beginning of May ; when they forced their way 
through ; and, ou the 5th, attacked the town of Tripetti, where 
the renter ftood his ground, with only 300 Sepoys and 500 Peons ; 
but had fccured them under the cover of garden-walls from the im- 
preilion of the enemy’s horle, when foagavadierry expoling himfelf 
intempcrately in endeavouring to encourage them, was ihot dead, on 
which all his followers ran away, although only 10 men, beiide's 
himfelf, had been killed: he fell near the place where Mahomed 
Comaul vyas killed, live years before, in the fame attempt. 

This .was the. only event of any jilque, which had happened ifi 
.the Nabob’s territory, fince. the. arrival of Mr. Lally ; for the great 
draughts of men which had been made from the French forts on 
the frontier to carry an the liege of St. David, had reduced their 
garnfons to the incapacity of attempting any thing beyond tranli- 
tory excurlions to plunder. But the Engliih prefidency now con¬ 
cluding that the French army would march againft Madrafs imme¬ 
diately after their fuccefs at St. David, delayed no longer to give 
their .final orders for the retreat of their own garrifons with 
the dependant out-guards, from Carangoly, Chinglapet, Conje- 
veram, Covrepauk, and Afoot, which had previoufly fent in their 
.artillery and ftores, referring only as much mulket-ammunition as 
.was neceffary for the march. Arcot and Covrepauk were delivered 
• to the Nabob’s troops, of which a body were remaining in the city, 

Conjeveram and Chinglapet to the peons of the refpedfive renters; 
and the partizan Murzafabeg, leaving only a few of his men in 
Trivatore, went with the reft into Carangoly. The Engliih garri¬ 
fons having united at Chinglapet, came in together on the 7th of 
June, the day after the return of the fquadron: they amounted to 
250 Europeans and 2000 Sepoys; but the garrifons of Pondamelee 
.and TripalTore, conlifting only of Sepoys, were not withdrawn, 
becaufc they protected a valuable diftridt from the incurfions of the 
adjacent Polygars, and might at all times retire to Madrafs, before 
any detachment from the French ftations on the other fide of the 
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Paliar, could arrive to cut off their retreat. Frequent debates had 
been held in the council concerning the expediency of withdrawing 
the garril'on of Tritchinopoly, which it was refolved to poftpone 
until the laft extremity } but in the interval the commandant Ma¬ 
homed IlToof was ordered, after leaving a fufficient force in Palam- 
cotah, to move towards Madura, and even to march to Tritchinopoly 
itfelf on the firft fummons from Captain Calliaud. This officer, on 
the i 6th of May, the day after the French garrifon had quitted the 
pagoda of Seringham to the Myforeans, fummoned ' them to fur- 
render it, and detached his fecond. Captain Joleph Smith, with a 
party, to take port in Jumbakiftna. The Myforeans replied by 
firing cannon from Seringham againft this place, which were 
anfwered the next clay by a bombardment from two mortars ; and in 
the enfuing night they abandoned Seringham, leaving a confiderable . 
quantity of military ftores, and eight pieces of cannon, which the 
French had left to them : they returned from whence they came, to 
Dindigul. Calliaud immediately took poffeffion of the pagoda, and 
garrifoned it with 500 Sepoys. 

Mr. Lally, notwithftanding his wrangles, confulted Mr. Deleyrit 
and the jefuit Lavanr concerning the future operations of the field. 
Madrafs feemed the immediate and moft important temntstion: for., 
notwithftanding the utmoft exertions, many of the eifential parts of 
its fortifications ftill remained incomplete; and the defence of Fort 
St. David had raifed in Mr. Lally a contemptible opinion of the 
Englifh troops in India : but Pondicherry could not immediately fur- 
niffi money to fupport the campaign, nor means to tranlport by 
land the vaft quantity of artillery and ftores neceffr.ry for the fiere, 
which could not be conveyed with any certainty in the Chips of the 
French fquarfron, whilft the Englifh kept the fca. The Nabob’s 
country to the north of Chittapett and Vandiwaf'-., by the retreat of 
the Englifh garrifons, preiented a much caficr ceoqvriN anti the 
chance of no inconfiderable revenue., with the c.dvamaee of nreilmg 
Madrais itfelf by a variety of cliftrelV ; but Mr. LaNy could not 
brook the flow, although certain 0 
would have arifen from tms cxpci 
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advice of father Lavaur, he preferred another, from which they ex- 
pefited to get more, with equal eafe, in a much ihorter time. 

The king of Tanjore, when befieged by the armv of Murzafajing 
and Chundafaheb with the French ttoops in 1751, had compounded 
the arrears of his tribute, and had given Chundafaheb a bond for 
5,600,000 rupees, before the approach of Nazirjiug's army obliged 
them to retreat out of his country; the bond was in the pofTcfTion 
of the government of Pondicherry; and an incident in the capture 
of Fort St. David concurred to fuggeft tire expediency of marching 
into the Tanjore country, and demanding this money fword in hand. 
The French had found in Fort St. David apriibner of greater con- 
fequence than they expefted: his name was Gatica : he was uncle 
to the depofed king of Tanjore, whofe pretenfions the Englifh af- 
ferted in 1 749, when they entered the country, and took Devi Cotab. 
The king then and now reigning, when he ceded this place to them 
ill propriety, ftipulated by a fecret article, that they Ihould prevent 
this pretender from giving him any moleftation in future ; to enfure 
which, it was neceflary tofecurehis perfon ; but he withdrew him- 
fclf out of their reach; however, being in pofTeffion of his uncle, who 
was the leading man of the party, and had entirely managed his 
nephew, they detained him a priloner, but under an eafy confine¬ 
ment, within the fort, where he remained until fated by the fall of 
the place to be employed by the French, with the fame views as 
nine years before by the Euglifh : and G?tica was now produced at 
Pondicherry witli much offentation and ceremony, in order to excite 
the apprehenfions of the king, that the pretender himfelf would ap¬ 
pear and accompany the French army, whom neverthelefs they did 
not proclaim in his ftead. 

How much foever Mr. Lally agreed in the preference of this ex¬ 
pedition, he differed even to animofity both with Mr. Delcyrit and 
the Jefuit in another meafure of ftill greater importance. He had 
brought from France the ftrongeft prejudices againft the character of 
Mr. Bufly, whom he believed to have continually amufed his nation 
with phantoms of public utility and danger, in order to fecure the 
continuance of his ftation, in which he was fuppofed to have al- 
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ready gained an immenfe fortune : a few days-after he landed, be 
had lent the Marquis of Couflans to act as fecond in the army of the 
Decan ; but now, thinking that the capture of Fort St. David had 
eftablilhed his own reputation beyond the imputation of jealoufy, he 
difpatched a letter to Mr. BuiTy, to come without delay to Pondi¬ 
cherry, pretending that he wanted his advice ; and, fufpicious of the 
intimacy which had always fubfilted between Moracin and Mr. BuiTy, 
he likewife, and on the fame pretence, recalled Moracin from the 
government of Mafulipatam. 

Six hundred men of Mr. Lally’s regiment, with 200 Sepoys, under 
the command of Mr. Soupire, formed a camp of obfervation between 
Alamparva and Pondicherry : only 50 able, with the invalids of the 
army, were to be left in the town ; and, to calm the apprehensions 
which were entertained by the inhabitants, of a hidden delcent from 
the Englifhfquadron, it was refolyed to recall their own under the 
walls. The injun&ion reached Mr. D’Ache off Karical on the 16th ; 
and he anchored the next day in the road of Pondicherry. On the 
l'8tb. Mr. Lally took the field ; but, as before, unprovided with the 
neceflary attendants, bullock-men, and market-people ; for the.un- 
ufual compulfions, which had been practifed during the liege of Fort 
St. David, deterred the natives of fuch occupations from engaging in 
the lervices of the camp ; and the inhabitants of the country remov¬ 
ed their cattle, from dread of the huflars, who had been permitted to 
drive in what were neceffary for the victualling of the army, with¬ 
out paying the value. The march between Pondicherry and Karical. 
where the troops were to rendezvous, is interfered by no lefs than 
fixteen rivers; fix before you arrive at the Coleroon, which are gene¬ 
rally fordable, excepting in the rains, but the Coleroon is never fo : 
the others, as all in the kingdom of Tanjore, are arms of the Caveri, 
mod of which near the fea change their extenlive furfaces on beds of 
fand into deep channels of mud, which, even when fordable, cannot 
be entered without much toil and trouble ; to avoid which, iiich of the 
heavy artillery, and cumbrous ftores as were not to be fuppliec! at Ka¬ 
rical, were fent in tw'O veiTels by fea. Notwithftanding this relief, 
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the troops gained their way with much inconvenience. The regi¬ 
ment of Lor rain left their tents at Cuddalore, for want of bullocks 
and coolies to carry them. The whole army had been 12 hours with¬ 
out food when they arrived at Devi Cotah, and, contrary to their 
expedition, found none there excepting paddy, which is the grain of 
rice before it is diveflcd of the hulk, ill which fhne it is only fit for the 
food of cattle ; but the operation is tedious, and requires the imple¬ 
ments ufed by the natives; and the ioldiers, hungrv and fatigued, 
having (earched the huts in the fort for other vidluais without find¬ 
ing any, let fire to them, which was with much difficulty prevented 
from catching two magazines of gunpowder. 

The troops, after feven days march, arrived at karica! on the 25th. 
The riddance from Pondicherry, although only 75 miles in the direct 
line, is too by the road; and here, for the firlt time during the 
march, they got a regular meal. Here a bramin, font by the king 
of Tanjore with propofals, was waiting for Mr. Lally, who-fent him 
back with his own, demanding immediate payment of the five mil¬ 
lions and fix hundred thoufimd rupees, w ith all the intcreft : and, to 
convince the king that he would derive no benefit from the ufiial de¬ 
lays and prevarications of Indian negotiations, he immediately lent 
forward a detachment to take poiTeffion of the opulent tow 11 ofNagore. 

This place is fituated on a river about four miles to- the north of 
Negapatam, and carries on a very conliderabk commerce ; but the 
merchants had removed their money and jcv. els, and offered little for 
the redemption of their warehoufes; on which Mr. Lallv farmed out 
the plunder and ranfom of the town for 200,000 rupees to Fifcher, 
the commander of the,French huflars ; ftbulating, that if the profit 
exceeded 100,000 rupees, a proportional addition waste be made to 
the public fund. Hitherto the condi'Cl of Mr. Tally had been free 
from the reproach of thofe pecuniary views, which he continually 
imputed without diftiiiAion to every one in the ferviee of theFrench 
company ; but this agreement gave them no (light pretence to retort 
peculation on himfclf, as going (hares with F'ilcher in the profits.of 
Nagore. Whilfl this bufiuefs was tranfafling, he applied to the 
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Dutch government at Negapatam to fupply his wants of money, 
ammunition, and provifions; who, awed by his force, furnifhed him 
with 20,000 pounds weight of gunpowder, and promifed to affift his 
commiflaries in purchafing whotfoever their territory could fupplv, 
but declared themfelves unable to lend any money, not havino¬ 
enough for their own ufe.' The Danilh fettlement of Tranquebar, 
from the fame dread of his violences, promiled the fame affiftances, 
and furnifhed fix final 1 field-pieces, with 10,000 weight of gunpowder. 

The army marched from Nagore on the 28th, and, having pro¬ 
ceeded fix miles, halted at a confiderable pagoda called Kiveloor; 
where Mr. Lally, believing the report of thole who meant only to 
pleafe him, imagined the bramins to be very rich, and that the 
images they worfhipped were of gold ; in this perfuafion, he ranfack- 
ed .and dug the houfes, dragged the tanks, and took the idols out of 
the chapels, but no treafures were found ; and the idols proved to be 
only of brafs. The bramin returning from the king met Mr. Lally 
at Kiveloor, and offered the ufual complimentary prefents, but np 
terms of accommodation adequate to Mr. Lally’s expectations, who 
therefore difmiffed him without accepting the prefents, and the next 
day marched ten miles farther to Trivalore, where Hands the molt 
famous pagoda in the country. Here the army found as much paddy 
laid up in granaries as would have fupplied them with rice for three 
months, but for want of the means to beat it out, could icarceh- pro¬ 
cure from it fufficient for the meal of the day. All the bramins had 
abandoned the pagoda, but fome were afterwards difeovered prying 
and afking queftions in the cam]), probably from anxiety concerning 
their temples and divinities ; but Mr. Lally judged them to be fples 
employed by the king, and raflily ordered fix of them to be executed, 
who were blown off from the muzzles of the field-pieces. 

As foon as the French troops arrived at. Karikal, the general Mo- 
r.acjee advanced from the city of Tanjore and encamped within ten 
miles of Trivalore, with 2500 horfe and 5000 Sepoys, dilciplined as 
well as they could be without the direction of Europeans. This was 
half the force of the kingdom. The king on the firlt alarm bad foli- 
cited aid from the Nabob, the Englilh prefidency, Tritchinopcly, from 
2 S 2 Tondiman, 
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Tor.diman, and even from the two Moravars, although lie was at 
tins very time in enmity with all the three Polygars. The prefidency 
and the Nabob were in no condition to lend any aliiftance from the 
Carnatic, but they authorized Capt. Calliaud to a£t as occafion mwht 
require fromTritchinopoly, where the commandant Mahomed llloof, 
in obedience to the orders lent to him on the firft appearance of the 
French fquadron,arrived on the 16th of June with eoooSepoys from 
the Tinivelly country. This reinforcement enabled Calliaud to i'uc- 
cour the king without too much impairing his own garrifon; but the 
continual and authentic intelligence which he obtained of the dupli¬ 
city of the king’s councils, created no little perplexity in the option 
between fending luccours which might be betrayed to the enemy; or 
by withholding them, give the king a pretext to make terms with 
them, 'which in this conjuncture mult be dangerous to the F.uglifli 
affairs : he however, at all rifques, as foon as he heard the French 
army were in motion from Nagore, detached 500 Sepoys with to 
European artillery-men, and 300 Collcries collctfed from the neigh¬ 
bouring Polygars dependant on Tritchinopoly, deeming this reinforce¬ 
ment in the prd'ent inltant fnffieiont to keep up the king’s hope of 
more ; and waiting to alfift him hereafter, according to his conduct 
with the enemy, which hecaufed to be narrowly watched. The ex¬ 
hortations of the prefidency had likewife induced Tondiman and the 
two Moravars to fulpend their refentinents fo far as to let their 
Collcries alfo take fervice with the king, who hired 4000 of them ; 
and they were lent, as they arrived, to Monacjee’s camp,’ as were 
afterwards thofe fupplied by Calliaud. The French army remained 
at Trivalore until the 12th of July, during which their cavalrv 
iwept the country round of all the cattle, of which Mr. Lally fent 
large droves to be fold at the towns on the fca-coall; which pre¬ 
caution was imputed to him as a projeft of private gaiu ; but hot 
much was got by it, for Monaciee had detached his Colleries to 
maraud in the rear of the French army, who cut off every thing 
which moved to and from the camp with Header efforts, and re¬ 
covered great numbers of the cattle, v'hich they too drove away, and 
fold for the loweft prices to any who would buy them. However, 
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from which any could be procured through the perpetual interruptions 
t)f the Tanjorine cavalry and Colleries, precluded the hopes of any im¬ 
mediate fupplies. Oil the 8th in the morning advices were received, 
that another engagement had paffed between the two fquadrons, im¬ 
mediately after which, the Englilh anchored before Karical, where 
they were threatening a defeent; but that.no tidings had been obtained 
concerning the French iquadron fip.ee the fight. This intelligence ag¬ 
gravated the general anxiety, as the diftreffes of the army in their 
prefent fituation, could only be relieved from Karical; and Mr. 
Tally delpairing of fucceeding in the affault of the breach, fummon- 
ed his council of war, in which, of 12 officers 10 were of opinion to 
raile the fiege; but two, Saubinet, and Mr. D’Eftaigne, advifed the 
immediate affault, the fuccefs of which appeared to D’Eftaigne in¬ 
dubitable ; who added, that the city would furnifh more ammuni¬ 
tion than would be expended in the ftorm, and that he had no ap- 
prehenfions the Englilh would make a defeent upon Karical, whilft 
the French fquadron kept the fea. Doubtlefs both D’Eftaigne and 
Saubinet knew the ditch was fordable, when they advifed the affault; 
otherwife, in the flate we have known it fince, the approach would 
have been utterly impratfticahle. In confequence of the refolution 
to retreat, the lick and wounded were fent away on the fame day 
under the effort of 150 Europeans, and diipofitions were made 
to decamp on the night of the enfuiug day, 'which was the 10th of 
the month; in the mean time the guns in the batteries were fired 
every now and then in order to keep the garrifon in awe. 

Monacjee loon received intelligence of the refolution to raife the 
fiege, and imputed it to defpondency; the detachment from Trit- 
chiuopoly arrived in the middle of the fame night, and he propofed 
that they ffiould march immediately with his own troops to attack 
the French camp by furprize, conformably to a fcheme for which 
he had taken meafures; but they were fo much fatigued, that he de¬ 
ferred the enterprize for 24 hours, until the morning of the loth, 
during which the camp received no intelligence of this defign, but 
remained in negligence and fecurity, as before an enemy they de- 
fpjfed, and fuppofed wifhing their retreat too much to interrupt it. 

Vol. II. 2 T After 




Mr. Lally parried with his flick, and a Coffree fervant who attended 
him fhot the Tanjorinc dead with a piflol; the whole troop had now fet 
oft at full-gallop to charge the guard, who received them in regular 
order, and with a fire of Inch, execution as flopt all except two oi‘ 
three from breaking through them.; thoie, however,, who remained 
on horfeback, joined again and endeavoured to make a f'econd charge, 
but in fo much confufion, that the fecond, fire of the guard put thera 
to flight with the utmofl.precipitation ; and.moil of them galloped 
into a tank, which they did not perceive time enough to avoid ; but 
twenty-eight were left dead in the fpace of thirty yards ; Mr. Lally 
himfelf was trampled.down and flunned in.tire icuffle,. but only twa-. 
of his guard were killed. Whilft.the troops in the camp were get- 
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ting under arms and expefiting a general attack from the quarter 
where, the firft alarm had been given, the great body of Coilcries 
were dileovered advancing with their lances and rockets in the rear, 
3000 horfe at the lame time in the front, and the whole body of 
Sepoys, with 1000 more horfe on the right: much confusion and 
trepidation prevailed in every part of the camp for near an hour, but 
the troops were recalled to their wonted fteadinefs and difeipline, by 
the example and activity of Saubinet and the Count D'Eftaigne : the 
Englilh Sepoys penetrated amongft the tents, and had feized three 
field-pieces, which they were obliged to abandon, after having 75 
of their body killed and wounded in endeavouring to carry them off; 
they, however, brought away an elephant and two camels. The 
French'fuppofe that 400 of the enemy were killed, and allow their 
own lofs to. be no more than to, which is improbable. It does not 
appear that any attack was made on the two batteries in the water- 
courfe, although it ihould feem that the troops 011 duty there were 
the moll expofed. 

" As foon as the Tanjorines had retired, the French armv continued 
their preparations to decamp during the enfuing night; and, for 
want of draft and carriage bullocks, fpiked and demounted the five 
pieces of battering cannon, threw the fhot into wells, and deftxoyed 
as much of the baggage as time and'means permitted. At midnight 
the whole were in motion, marching in two lines, with an interval 
between, which was occupied by palanquins, baggage, tumbrills, and 
other carriages; two field-pieces were in the front, rear, and on each 
fide of the lines. . Monacjee, with all his cavalry and a large body of 
Sepoys, was abroad, and feveral times obliged the march to halt, 
and recur to their field-pieces; the Coilcries threw rockets, but dis¬ 
appeared at the approach of day. But the reft of the Tanjorine army 
continued, as during the night, to follow and hover round until 
noon; when the French troops arrived and halted at Covilonil, 15 miles 
from Tanjore : the road was without a fingle pond or flream until 
they came to the town; when nothing could withhold the troops and 
animals of the army from breaking their ranks and reftraintsto gain 
the firft water they faw. The next da -Aev reached Tmalore; this 
2 T a” ‘ march 
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march was ac< miles, and more fatiguing than (be former, having two 
nvers to puls, over which the artillery and carriages were transported 
with mueh.difficultv; hut the enemy, foflead of .taking the advantage, 
difeontinued the purfuit before they arrived at the lir-ft :: during the 
whole march the troops had no other food than the - cocoa-nu\s they , 
gathered on the way, of which many got none; however, they found 
at Trivaiorc tome-provifions lent from Karical; but all were ib cx- 
hauued ant! fatigued, that the'/ could nop proceed nnv farther until 
they had been allowed three days refreshment atid-rcpofe. On the. 
road Mr. Lrdiy received information that the French fquadron was at 
Pondicherry, and that Mr. D’Ache had ligniiietl to the council there 
Ids determination to-return without delay'to the file of France-; on 
which he immediately dilpatched the Count D’Kftaigne with the- 
flrongeft rcmoufirauces to Fop him. On the igtb the -army arrived 
at Karical, and faw the Englilh fquadron at anchor off the mouth of 
the river. 

Many wants and inefficient-means had detained the fquadron near 
eight weeks in the road of Madrais after their .unfiiccclsful endea¬ 
vours to reach Fort St. David during the fiege. On the third of 
July, three of the company’s fhips arrived in the road; they had 
left England in the preceding year, but not arriving in the bay, until 
the northern monfoon was letting in, proceeded to Bengal; front 
whence they were difpatched in April v.dth money, merchandise., 
and Fores, but without any of the recruits they brought from Eng¬ 
land, or any troops in return for t-llofe which had iieen fent with 
Clive. The ibuthem monfoon,. which had-beguu when.they faded, 
obliged them to make the outward palfage towards A chin, and they 
came in from the fbuthward to Negapatam: in confequer.ee of the in¬ 
telligence they received at this place, they put out again to lea and kept, 
out of fight of land until they Food in for Madrais, Chance always . 
maintains its fhare iti all events. Had not the unneccffary anxiety of 
the council at.Pondicherry recalled M r. D’Ache’s fquadron fi orn K.u: icei. 
in the middle of June, but permitted him to have continued the cruize 
he intended, thefe fhips would have been taken, and would have Rip- 
plied the want of money, which had, been the principal, caufe of the 
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fruitlcfs and difgraceful expedition to Tanjore. It was the 25th of 
July before the Englifh fquadronwas Efficiently equipped to fail, and 
on the 27th they appeared in fight of Pondicherry, where the French 
fquadron lay at anchor, and with much hurry got under fail before 
night. The next morning the two fquadrons were out of fight of 
each other : on the 29th, the French anchored at Karical ; on the 
31ft, at day-break, they failed for Negapatam, and at nine again 
faw the Englifh fquadron t but the wind blowing frefh, the three 
lmaller of the French fhips could not work their lower tier, on which 
Mr. D’Ache tacked and flood away, and the next day again faw no- 
- thing of the Englifh. The day after, the 2d of Auguft, they an¬ 
chored again at Karical, where Mr. D’Ache received intelligence, 
which was not true, that Mr. Lally had been defeated before Tan¬ 
jore ; and, what was much lefs probable, that the Englifh fquadron 
intended to difembark a great part of their men, in order to cut oft 
the retreat of the French army to Pondicherry. At two in the 
morning lights appeared in the offing, on which the French fqua¬ 
dron got under way, and plying to windward perceived the Englifh 
at day-break out at fea, about four miles to leeward of them. Both 
fquadrons immediately formed their lines; and Mr. Pococke per¬ 
ceiving the fliip which led the enemy’s van (it wrs the Count de 
Provence) to be the ftouteft next their Admiral, ordered the Eliza¬ 
beth, Admiral Stevens, to take the fame ftation in his own fine, in- 
fleadof the Ti ger, to which, as in the laft engagement, it had been 
allotted. The land-wind blowing from the s.w, the Englifh line, 
flretched with their heads to the s.s.E. At eleven o’clock the wind 
where they were, died away, and left them quite becalmed. But 
the enemy continued to have a light breeze from theland, with which 
they flood on, their line extending eaft and weft, and- palled the rear 
of the Englifh line nearly at right angles, without firing a fingle fhot, 
although they had the faireft opportunity of raking and difabling the 
Cumberland and Newcaftlc, which were the two fternmoft fhips, 
and, as all the others, lay hclplels in the calm with their fterns to¬ 
wards the enemy. 






3T- . 'J-H« War -OF CoBOMAKDtt.' . JV-ok IX. 

1758,. At noon the /barbrcwte fprung up from the s.w. which. gave the 

/ViQt wind to the Kngli/h /hips, l»ol-h-f<iuadrons formed-their lines anew 
IV the wind, with their head:; w.H.w, and as foon as this was done 
ni the Etigltih !mc, Mr. -Pococke at eo -minutes puft 12 made the 
iignai to bear down. - 

The enemy's line confifted of eight fi-ul ; the Syiphide, which ap¬ 
peared in it in the JaiT engagment, was kept out to repeat fignals 
the Comte de Provence, which had nor. been in it, fupplied the place 
of the Bienaime. which was ftrauded in the Turf. The Elizabeth-- 
flood for the Comte de Provence, and hauled up abreaft of her be¬ 
fore the refl of the line were in their proper, form.j. for it is impoffiblc 
that ievcral blips can. coiTefpond inftantaneouily in the fame-opera--' 
tions. Mr. D’Ache immediately made, the Ggnal for engngementr-end 
the Comte dc Provence had given her Jjroadfide upon the Elizabeth 
before Mr. Pococke threw out his fignal, at twenty minutes pnft one. 
when his whole line was completely 1 formed in clofed order at the 
proper diftance from each other, and as the Hue admitted, from the 
enemy, who were not lo regularly drawn up, curving imvards from 
the extremities: the two admirals, as in the former engagement, were, 
in the center of their relpc&ive lines. The fire was in both as hot as 
poffible : but the French fired high, the Engl nil only at the hulls, 
and both with much certainty, for they were near, the .lea /month, 
and the breeze light. In ten minutes.the mizen of the Comte de. 
Provence took fire, which obliged her to bear away, and cut away 
the mart. The Due de Bourgogne took her place againfl.the Eliza¬ 
beth. A little after the wheel of the. Zodiac’s rudder was carried- 
away by a {hot from the Yarmouth, to repair which ihe pallid un¬ 
der the lee of the Due D'Orlcans, and no iboncr returned again into 1 
the line, than one of her ’lower-deck guns in the gun-room bunl, 
and bent through the deck above, litis mifchance was -i'oon follow¬ 
ed by a greater, tor ihe bulk-head of her powder-room took lire; 
wbilft extinguilhing it, the rudder gave way. again, and the fhip-tell 
foul of the Due d’Orleans, her fecond ahead; and both, wbilft dis¬ 
entangling, were expo/ed almoft defencelcfs, to the hotteft fire from 
their opponents the -Yarmouth and Tyger:. theCondc and the Moras , 







Book IX. The Squadro 

were by this time beaten out of the line, and at eight minutes after 
two, the Zodiaque, as foon as difengaged, bore away, as in fifteen 
minutes more did the other five Ihips not yet gone, all crowding all 
the fail they could carry, and even cutting their boats adrift, to make 
more way. Mr. Pococke then threw out the fignal for a general 
chace; but in lei's than ten minutes all the enemy’s fhips were got out 
of certain fhot; and at fix o’clock their hindmoft were five miles from 
the fore mod of the Englilh fhips, which then ceafed the chace, and 
after getting together again hauled the wind, and at eight anchored 
off Karical, about three miles from the Ihore. Mr. D’Ache fleered for 
Pondicherry. Notwithftanding the irregularity and fhort continu¬ 
ance of this fight, the French fuffered as much in it as in the for¬ 
mer engagement, although they had then 1200 more men on board; 
for their killed and wounded amounted to few lefs than 600, of whom 
33 were killed, and 151 dangeroufly wounded in the Zodiaque 
alone. In the whole of the Englilh fquadrou only 31 were killed, 
and 166 wounded ; both fquadrons fuffered in proportion to the 
manner in which the enemy fought ; the French loll in men and 
flaughter, and all the Englilh fhips were fo much damaged in their 
rigging, that, if a frefli wind had arifen during the engagement, feve- 
ral of their marts mnft have gone by the board, for want of the 
Ihrouds, ftays, and other fecurities, which the enemy’s Ihot and lan- 
grain had cut away. Both Mr. Pococke and D’Ache were vrounded 
by fplinters, and Commodore Stevens received a mulket-ball, which 
lodged in his fhoulder, and was feen to be. Ihot with aim by a French 
officer. 

Three days after the engagement, a fnow called the Rubys, from 
the ifland of Mauritius, anchored in the road of Negapatam, of 
which, as foon as Mr. Pococke received information, he detached 
one of the fhips of his lquadron, whofe boats cut the fnow out of 
the road, within gun-lhot of the Dutch flag, and the fort did not fire 
to proteft her, but afterwards remonftrated againft the offence. A 
few days after a Dutch llfip of 500 tons from Batavia, with 30,000 
pounds in dollars on board, anchored in the road of Pondicherry; 
which Mr. D’Ache immediately feizcd as reprifal for the fuppofed 
connivance 
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>75;?. tormivftnr.e of the srovernroent of -Negapaiam. in not 
AuguR.' Rubys according to the rights of -a neutral-port. 

rbe 1 ‘-eat rf the Fnghffi g, m < nq n to M-<3 aft, and the mfub- 
oicUi atru.-of <] ( AJoob rtiocp-a Aitet, icJl the Cf olltrv to tbctoith 
ol tile Pahar without any other protection, excepting from the troop' 
maintained by uiiHicafabeg ; who endeavouring to cover a greater 
extent than his force was adequate to, was no where ffirong enough 
to oppole the enemy : and, m the end of June, a French officer >c- 
tnirung with Ins etcoit of Sepoys, and a parry of hedemen. which 
he had levied atVelore. furpruzed the tort of Fnvntorc, in whiehhe 
left bus Sepoys, who being joined by the peons from the French 
diftri&s. all together made meurfions on tlwhsrveits of Co'ijevemrtt 
and Salawa.uk ; to rcprels which, the prefidcncv.ient out again tour 
companies of Sepoys, two to Gonjeveram, and two to Chmglapet ; 
which were not {efficient to reprefs half the miiehief. How¬ 
ever, an advantage was Toon after gained by other means, which 
more than retaliated the Id's of Trivatore. Mr. Lally, on his ar¬ 
rival at Pondicherry, had given the fort of Trinomalee with its de¬ 
pendencies, which Mr.Soupires had reduced m the preceding year, to 
Rajahfaheb, the long-negledled fon of Chundafaheb, who to prove 
himfelf worthy of this change in his fortunes, levied a body of 300 
good horfe and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded with them in tbe begin- 
ning of Auguft, 'efcorting a convoy , of provjfionsto the French 
army in the Taujore countiy; but this expeucc and lubtraflion 
, obliged him to leave Trinomalee ill-guarded. . Kiftnarow, the Kel- 
lidar of Thiagar, which had been attacked without fuccefs by the 
French troops, arid whole diftridls were ftill continually ■ haraffied' 
by them, took the opportunity, and aflaulting Trinomalee in the 
night, carried it, and put all the garrifon to the fword. It was taken 
on the 10th of Auguft, and it was not until the 14th that the pre- 
fidency received intelligence of the agreement which the kins of 
Tanjore had made on the ill of the month, to affift the French 
army in the attack they intended againft Tritchinopoly ; on tt’hicli 
they refolved to take the field, but with no other views or hopes 
than that the rumour might recall the king, 1 or at leaft flop the 

defection 
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defection of other allies. The ufual tardinefsof preparations detain¬ 
ed the troops in the town until the iSth; when Colonel Lawrence 
marched with eight field-pieces, 620 Europeans, and 1200 Sepoys. 
On the 24th, they encamped on the other fide of the Pali'ar, about 
eight miles beyond Chinglapet, when having received intelligence of 
the retreat of the French army from Tanjore, they returned thcm- 
felves to Madrais, where they arrived on the laft dav of the month. 
'Whilft abroad, a party of the Nabob’s troops from Arcot, encou¬ 
raged by their march, joined thcie of Abdul Hav, the renter of Sa- 
lawauk, and, after an aukward attack, which lafted eNht days, re¬ 
took the fort of Trivatore by affault, anu put many 0 f the garrilbn, 
which confiffed of 500 men, to the fword, 

Mr. D’Ache retired from the laft engagement with a convidtion 
that the Englifh remained to windward with the intention of falling 
fuddenly upon his ftiips, whilft moored and repairing in the road of 
Pondicherry ; and it was fuppofed that they had two fire-fhips, al¬ 
though they had only one, which had bc-en of no fervice in the laft 
engagement : however, thele notions determined him to anchor op- 
pofite to the town, as near the fhore as poftible, under the proteftion 
of the line of guns to the fea ; and the council, in complacence, it is 
faid, to his ideas, recalled the detachment of 600 Europeans encamp¬ 
ed with Mr. Soupires at Gingee, who came in on the 14th, on the 
fame day that the troops from Madrafs took the field. Neither the 
remonftrances of the Count D’Eftaigne, fent forward by Mr. Laliy, 
to proteft againft the difrepute which would follow this apprenenfive 
conduct, nor Mr. D’Eftaigne’s offers of embarking any number of 
troops on the fquadron, and of accompanying them himfelf, as a proof 
of his confidence of fuccefs, availed to induce Mr. D’Ache to fail, 
and try therifque of another engagement. Mr. Laliy moved with 
the army from Karical on the 24th : they were two days in paiimg 
the Colerocn at Devi Cotah, and obliged at laft to leas e their artil¬ 
lery and carriages there : when Mr. Laliy went forward with a ftnail 
detachment, and arrived on the 28th at Pondicherry, where he im¬ 
mediately fumir.oned a niixt council of the adminiftration and the 
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aiv.iv. -who Wnemred in icnoonfl rating 'to Mr; D'Ache the necefiitv 
of iviC'-tinq the Bnirli/b. muadron again, or .at Icaft of deferring the 
ilr-jirirtiiri-of iiia own whiff they remained on the coniIt Mr. D'Ache 
i--turned the unanimous opinion of all his .captains, that the one was 
'ivrpra.Tiealiic, ana the other too dangerous to be rifqncd : however, 
after icirne mediations, he contented to .leave. 500 of his tailors and 
■ - a i-iini" to terve on fborc ; and on-the 3d of .September- Jaded with nil 
the thins for the ifle of Mauritius. 

The detachments which had been fent from Tritehmopoly to afiift 
Tanjore, and the attack impending on Tritchinopclv itfelf,. if Mr. 
L-allv should foccecd in his views at -Tanjore, had obliged Captain 
Calhaud not only to withdraw the guards of Sepoys flattened in the 
diflant villages, but even to call in the garrifon be had placed in the 
pagoda of Scringham,-although under the guns of die city.-. The bro* 
therof Hvdemaig. with the party of Myforeans who had lately been 
driven out of it, had returned from Dindigul, reinforced with more, 
and were waiting at tome difhui.ee to the weft; and as loon as Sering- 
ham was evacuated by the Englifh troops, they came on, and took 
poiieffion of it again: out Calliaud, as foon as the French army re¬ 
treated from before Tanjore, lent out parties to attack .them, who 
with little effort -di/pofiefied and drove them away. • Ko pnobability 
then remaining of any intermediate danger, Cailiaud refolved,.as.ibon- 
as his detachments returned from Tanjore, to dilpoflels the rergmng 
Rheddy- of Terriore, and to reftore his coufin, the expelled Rheddy, 
who had long rolicsted this aiftitance, which could not with prudence 
be afforded. ivhilft the French garnlon were remaining at Seringham. 
The victffitudes of thele two competitors had been peculiar. The 
French found the Rheddv, now expelled, in poffeffion when they 
overrun J erriore m 17153 : and then depofing him, appointed the 
Rheddv now reismng, wnom they removed in 1755, and reiuflated 
the firft: out. uemg altenvards diitetistted with his conduit, expelled 
him m 175:6, and again reiuflated his rival ; who, from thisJaft.ap¬ 
pointment had kept poiieffion. The plunder , of the adjacent villages 
between T ernorc. and the ftretghts of Utatoor, .was the only detri- 
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meat to be apprehended from him ; but the expelled Rheddy was 
much befriended by the Polygars of Arielore and Yvoriorepollam, 
whole long averiion to the French it was at this time more elpecialiy 
expedient to encourage, by indulging their folicitude for the rein- 
ftatement of their friend. 

Accordingly Captain Jofeph Smith marched, with his company of 
70 Europeans, the company of 50 CofFres, two field-pieces, with their' 
artiilcry-men, and ten companies of Sepoys, commanded by Maho¬ 
med Iffoof. The depofed Rheddy, with feme of the Colleries, or 
natives of Terriore, who abided by his fortunes, accompanied the de¬ 
tachment, and, if nothing more, were to ferve as guides through the 
wood. MefTengers were lent forward with a letter, ordering the 
Rheddy within to come out, and meet Captain Smith ; and they 
were inftru&ed to take notice of every thing that occurred in the 
path through which they fhould be led; but the guards at the barrier 
flopped them, and fent on the letter by men of their own, who re¬ 
turned with a letter from the Rheddy, which they delivered to the 
meffengers, who brought it to Captain Smith on. the march. It 
contained vague apologies for his not coming out of the wood, and 
endeavoured to gain time, which Captain Smith refolved not to lofe. 
The troops arrived in fight of the barrier at four in the afternoon of 
the day after the}' had croffed the Coleroon, and immediately formed 
for the attack. 

The wood of Terriore ftretchetii 20 miles along the foot of the 
wefteni mountains, and extends from them 10 miles into the plain : 
the wood is in moil parts feven miles through, and enciofes an open 
ground about three miles fquare, of which the farther fide, as of the 
wood itfelf, adjoins to the hills : and in this area are the habitation 
of the Rheddi, which is a fpacious building, a town, gardens, arable 
lands, and immediately under the hills a very large tank, computed 
feven miles in circumference. It was known, that the path before 
them had defences in various parts, and that the whole of the fight¬ 
ing men would be in thefe Rations. Captain Smith therefore lent 
off four companies of Sepoys, with Ramanaig, a Jemautdar, on whom 
Mahomed Iffoof had reliance, to enter the wood at a confiderable 
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between two lbicK-(et hedges of thorn, leading, into the .{traitor path 
ot the wood ; but choaked nt both ends with brambles ’laid for the 
'a 5 ii h 1 ilci Jt r,v ,-n j so ind in d th * pii'l, although i) 
defeniiulc, withoutrcfiflsnre.. . 

1 me CofcTcs led, jollowed by - the Europeans ; they by one.-ci the 
fix-pounders, with limber-boxes only; and the Sepoys marched m 
the iciir, excepting a few who remained to coiard tne other fix- 
pounder, the (pare ammumtion. and tne baggage, vemch were loft' at 
;.he fkirt of the. wood t the line proceeded more than a r.dr ir> the 
path without interruption, bait at- lengdi • was fired upon from a 
Orcaft-work or bricic on the riant; from which the enemy .were loom' 
difiodged, and retired through the bullies to the next; but as they 
were intent- in carrying- off their wounded, the-nnifketry galled them 
a goou deal as they were going awav. Moving- onward, the line 
foon- received a fmnrt hre from a iecond breaft-work like the fn-fty 
but the Oofirc-s foon obliged the enemy to quit this ftation- likewde, 
when they retired to their main body; a few of the-line Were 
grounded. m driving them from thele defences. 1 he Cofrres con¬ 
tinued to move on m front, and bad out-marched the reft of the 
line, when by a fudden turning-, m the road, they came unexpectedly- 
nt once within piftol-fhot of the enemy’s principal port; This .was 
a Prong wall of brick, fourteen feet high, divided into a rampart and 
parapet, and in. the parapet were levers! tiers of loop-holes ; it 
ilretched acrofs the path, and fome yards beyond it an each hand, 
and had a return of the fame conftruftion at each extremity, but 
falling back, inftead of projecting to flank the main wall, and in the 
return on the left flood the gateway this.work was fin-rounded by 
a ftrong hedge of thorn, which continuing on the fides, joined the 
main wood to fome diftance in the rear. As foon as the Coffees ap¬ 
peared at the turning, the enemy teftified their numbers, and their 
- - courage, 
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courage, by (houting, the din of inftruments,. and a ftrong fire of 
their matchlocks, which, with the furprize, panic-ftruck the Coffees: 
they ran back in the path, and were immediately followed by num¬ 
bers of the enemy iffuing from the thickets on'tlie left. There was 
no time to enquire the caufe. Captain Smith immediately led on the 
Europeans, who foon drove the enemy back into the wood, who did 
not efcape through the barrier of thorns before the wall. Both were 
now attentively examined; and, whilft fome endeavoured to tear up 
the hedge in front, others tried to get round the flanks of it into 
the wood ; but none succeeded, and leveral were wounded. The field- 
piece was then advanced, and fired until all its ammunition was ex¬ 
pended, without taking any effed on the parapet, or intimidating 
the enemy, whofe matchlocks had wounded five of the fix artillery¬ 
men ferving the gun, and more of the other Europeans, who likewife 
had expended moli of their cartridges. It was now feven o’clock, 
and began to grow dark, when all the blacks, whether Coffees, Se¬ 
poys, or Lafcars, took advantage of this protection, and flunk away 
back into'the path, out of the reach of danger, excepting Mahomed 
IiToof, one fervant of Captain Smith’s, and one Tindal, or corporal 
of the Lafcars. A fupply of ammunition had been lent for from 
the fleirt of the wood as foon as the troops came to the wall; but 
from the diftance it could not be expeded for fome time. During 
which, Captain Smith ordered the Europeans to fire their mulkets 
now and then againft the parapet, as well to convince the enemy 
that they were determined not to relinquifh the attack, as to divert the 
chance of their difeovering the party with Ramanaig, whofe arrival, 
too long delayed, had for lb me time created much doubt and anxiety. 
At eight o’clock more ammunition came up, when the firing of the 
field-piece and mulketry renewed again with great vivacity, and was 
equally returned by the enemy. Soon after, firing was heard in 
the rear of the wall, and the found of Ding Mahomed echoed 
from every part of the wood ; this is the fuccefsful fliout of the 
Sepoys, and fignifies the faith of their Prophet. They were al¬ 
ready in the path, advancing at full pace ; the troops of the ram¬ 
part were flying, and met their fire; after which all refiftance cealed; 
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could aggravate his mortifications; not even cowardick itfelf, although 
the luppofition arofe only from the ftun which he received in the 
onfet of "the Tanjorine horlemcn. Being naturally fulpicious, and 
equally inquifitive, he did not remain ignorant of tbele reports and 
opinions ; but for the prelent ftifled his refeutment, in hopes of 
tracing them to principals worthy of notice, whom he fufpefted to 
be the firft in the government, from their adherence to Mr, BulTy. 
Thefe reproaches, however, ftimulated his aftivitv to enter imme¬ 
diately into aftion ; and, on' his arrival at Pondicherry, whilft ar¬ 
ranging with Mr. D’Achc, he ordered Saubinct to inarch with the 
600 Europeans who had encamped with Soupire’s,' and were freflr 
men, and retake Trinomalee. But before we open this new cam- 
.paign, it is neceffary to review the events of Mr. Bully in the De¬ 
can ; and continue the affairs of Bengal to this period : as each 
were at this time approaching to an immediate relation with flw 
operations of both nations in the Carnatic. 

The force with which Mr. BulTy marched from P j ] 1 ^ 

in the beginning of the year, to rejoin Salabadjing t La 

confiffed of 500 Europeans infantry and artillery, 
mounted as Huffars and dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, anti 10 field-pieces. 
They ftruck diredtly acrofs the country, paffing througn more, and 
proceeded in a high road, which had never before been marched by 
a body of European troops. The cliffance by the perambulator is 
nearly 4.00 miles ; which it is faid they accomplished in 2 1 days. 
O11 their arrival at Aurengabad, they encamped on the weftern fide 
of the city, and in the midff of four armies : Nizamally’s from Be- 
rar; the army of the Subahfhip, of which Nizamaliv had likewife 
aflumed the command ; of Bafiaulet Jung from Adoni; and the Mo- 
rattoes, notv commanded by Balagerow in perfon, wlio had come 
as ufual to take advantage of the confuiions in the government, but 
had fufpended hoftilities. 

The approach of Mr. BulTy and his force, which was equal in 
efficacy to any of the armies, fufpended all intrigues in attention to 
his condud. He immediately vifitccl Salabadjing with much cere¬ 
mony, and treated him with every mark of rcipefl and allegiance.; 

the 
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the next day he went to Balagerow, who met him half-way in a 
tent pitched on purpofe, and then conducted him to his camp, 
where they had a long conference. Shanavaze Khan had already 
afked pennilfion to exculpate himfelf in perfon; but Mr. Buffy com- 
miffioned Hyderjung his principal agent to receive his communica¬ 
tions, in order, if poffible, to difcover his real prafticcs or intentions. 
The father of Ilyderjung was governor of Mafulipatam when the 
French faftory in that city was confifc^ited in i 750 by the orders of 
Nazirjing, of which he evaded the rigour; and afterwards, when 
the city itfelf was furprized by the armament fent from Pondi¬ 
cherry by Mr. Dupleix, is fuppofed to have connived at their 
fuccefs. With thefe pretenfions, his fon came, and tendered his 
fervice to Mr. Buffy at Golcondah on his firft arrival there with Sala- 
badjing from the Carnatic, when Hyderjung received a command 
in the French Sepoys, in which he diftinguifhed himfelf; but (fill 
more by his fagacity and addrefs, until by degrees he became the 
principal confident of Mr. Buffy, who, to give him weight and 
dignity, obtained for him high titles from Salabadjing, and even 
a patent of nobility from Delhi- From this time, his retinue and 
houfehold were eftablifhed with fumptuoufnefs ; and he was al¬ 
lowed to keep a conftant court or durbar in order to extend his in¬ 
formations ; and Jaghires with other emoluments, fufficrent not 
only to defray his expences, but to eftablifh his fortune, were like- 
wife conferred on him, as well by Salabadjing as Mr. Bufly : his 
penetration footi perceived that Shanavaze Khan, naturally timid, 
was frightened by the arrival of the French army ; but that he had 
been the fecret fp r ' n g °f all the mifehief, in which he had en¬ 
gaged, from a perfuafion that the operations of the war declared 
between the two European nations would have confined Mr. Bulfy 
to the protection of the ceded provinces until its conclufion ; before 
which he had no doubt of eftablifhiug his own arrangements in the 
government of the Decan, too firmly to be Ihaken. But, as more 
danger in the prefent circumfiances was to be apprehended from the 
more audacious charadlcr of Nizamally, who, befides the refpeft 
which was paid to his birth, had acquired fome reputation 
amongft 
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amongft-the troops, Mr. Buff)' refolved for the pretent to take Sha- 
navaze Khan in his hand as far as he would go, by which he would 
atleaft be more narrowly watched, if not prevented from fuggefting 
fefources to Nizamally, and abetting them with his public influence, 
which, from his long fervices, and a perfuafion of his attachment to 
the family of Nizamalmuluc was confiderable. In conformity to 
this condudt, Mr. Bully, by appointment, vifited Nizamally, but with 
a very ftrong el’cort, which,., when he entered the tent, was fo dif- 
pol’ed, as to be certain of avenging any attempt on his perfon. The 
interview continued with calmnefs until Mr. Buffy advifed Nizam¬ 
ally to deliver back the great fcal of the government to Salabadjing; 
when Nizamally anfwered with much heat, “ that he with his bro- 
“ ther Baffaulet Jung had been obliged to take it from him by the 
“ clamours of his own troops, who having been long difappointed of 
“ their pay, with an army of Morattoes in fight, could not have- been 
“ reffrained from open revolt, if he and his brother had not immedi- 
atelv furnifhed a part of their arrears, and given their own obliga- 
“ tions to pay the reft: it was therefore unjuft to deprive them of 
“ the means of reimburfing the money they had advanced, and frill 
“ more, to difable them from providing for the difeharge of their 
“ future engagements, the failure of which would-, from the lame 
“ caufe, expofe them to the very dangers which they had averted 
“ from Salabadjing.” The next day Salabadjing vifited Nizamally 
in his camp, and demanded the feal in form, but received the fame 
anfwer. Whether from real or pretended indignation, Nizamally 
the day after fent for Shanavaze Khan, and reproached him publicly 
as the author of this advice: the next day, which was the 14th of 
February, as Baffaulet Jung was paffmg on his elephant near the pa¬ 
lace of Salabadjing, a mulket in the crowd went off, and the ball 
paffed through the houiings on which he was fitting : the man was 
immediately feized, and being queftioned, faid, he had been hired by 
Shanavaze Khan and Hyder Jung, with the promife of 5000 rupees, 
to ftioot Baffaulet Jung. The ftory was carried, with as much in¬ 
coherence as it was paffing in the city, to the camp of Nizamally, 
who, pretending to believe the life of his brother in danger, mounted 
Vol. II. 3 X his 




Lis elephant, and advanced with what troops were ready to the near-; 
eft gate; but. alter ieveral-mefiages whichaiTurec] him that -Baffai) let' 
Jung was late, he returned m the evening.. The day after Baffauiet 
Jung-wcnt to the durbar of-Salabadjing, fpoke {landing, and with ex- 
pvciiions of unufual diircfpect flung.down- (he feai. it is fo rare in 
the inauneis of Indoftan that any indecorum of words or gcllure ' 
paiies amongft equals, and ftiil more from an inferior,-, thatthe. offi- 
ceis pretoit in the durbarformed finiil'ci;. conjectures of thefc aninao- 
fities amongft the - broth ers; and although the f ew, who. reafbn before 1 
they believe, imputed the mufket-bali to ehan.ee,; and.the confeffion 
of the man to fubovnation, yet the troops even in Salabadjmg’s camp- 
were perfuaded- that he had been employed, if not by Shanavaze 
Khan, atlcaft by Hyder Jung. MividuiTy faw the general odium to 
which this prejudice, if not removed, would expofc him! elf and all his- 
nation, and fuggefted a means of reconciliation. The leal was lent- 
back to Baffauiet Jung, but an officer, who. was a- dependant on 
Hyder Jung, was appointed to keep, it in a fealed bag, and to be pre¬ 
sent whenever it was ufed. This compliment, fuch as it-was, fatis- 
iied the officers of Baffauiet Jung’s court, and appealed the public ;, 
and other advantages were gained by it; for Baffauiet Jung couftnt- 
ing, it placed him in fuch a-relation with the adminiftration ofSala- 
badjing, that he was either likely to relirquilh, or .would not be able' 
to conceal his intrigues with his brother Nizamally.: A few days 
after this reconciliation, Salabadjing lent-a deputation of liis princi-- 
pal officers to. Nizamally, requefting him to relinquifh the -govern-- 
meat of Berar, and to accept as a compenlation a monthly allowance 
of 20,000 rupees, Nizamally' rejected- the propofal with dilclain, 
and publilhed it amongft the troops, who .with equal indignation; 
cried out, that “ Nizamally was a fon of Nizamalmuluck as-well as. 
“ Salabadjing,” This exproffion of -their attachment- precluded the 
employment of force, and, as the only means left to reduce him to. 
compliance, the principal officers of his army v. ere tampered with, 
andfeveral pf them were gained by promiles and,money to giye -aflur- 
ances that they . would not iuppert him in afferting..the,government; 

of 
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of Berar againft the will of Soubah, provided he received fome other 
dignity which he might accept without dilhonour; but by this time 
Nizamally himfelf was content to diffemble, and remain quiet, wait¬ 
ing for events. : Such was the ffate of affairs in the city and camps 
of Aurangabad towards the end of March, when the various agita¬ 
tions, which had hitherto kept every intereft in conftant vibration, 
began to fubfide : and this temporary tranquillity had been much 
wifhed for by Mr. BuiTy, inprder to accomplilh another fcheme he 
had for fome time been preparing. 

No reliance could be placed on the integrity of Shanavaze Khan’s 
condudt, whilft in poffeffion of fuch a refuge and refource as the for- 
trels of Doltabad ; but no offers were likely to induce him to relin- 
quifh it, for Balagerow had in vain attempted to purchafe it from 
him : and the clireCt propofal from Mr. BuiTy to Shanavaze Khan 
himfelf, would reveal the lecret, and defeat the intention. Mr, Buffy 
therefore employed Hyder. Jung to treat with the governor of the 
fort, who, after a variety of arguments and overtures, at length con¬ 
sented to betray his truft on the receipt of a fum of money in hand, 
and the promife of a more profitable employment: but to fave the 
appearance of his honour, dictated the manner. A day or two be¬ 
fore the execution of the fcheme, Mr. Buffy, as if having leifure to 
take fome amufement, fent his compliments to the governor, requeft- 
jnghis permiffion to pafs an hour in the upper fort, from which the 
profpeCt is extenfive and magnificent: and the governor invited him 
to dinner. Mr. Buff) arrived, efcorted by 306 Europeans, who were 
admitted into the fecond fort, to which the governor, under pretence 
of refpeft, fent down all the garrifon of the upper, excepting fifty 
men, with whom he remained himfelf above to receive the guefts, 
Mr. Buffy went up, accompanied by forty men, many of whom were 
officers. The dinner was ferved in the hall of the killidar’s houfe, 
and when read}-, Mr. Buffy, with the officers, went into the hall, 
and his body guard remained at the door : but the killidar, as if from 
politenefs, admitted none of his own officers or foldiers, and from the 
menial fervants who waited, little refiftance was to be apprehended. 
On the invitation to fit down, Mr. Buffy told the killidar, that he 
2X2 could 
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view ; “ What advantage, he faid, can you Europeans derive from 
“ the poffeffion of this port, fituated in the center of Indoftan ? If 
“ you hold it with your own troops, it will only ferve to weaken your 
“ army every time you quit the neighbourhood of Aurungabad. If 
“ you leave it to the care of Salabadjing’s, his enemies, who are 
“ yours, will find means to get it, as Shanavaze Khan lately did. 
“ Would it not be better to give it me ? If I obtain it by your means, 
“ you have too much experience of my character to doubt of my 
“ gratitude; and the confufions which reign in the court of Sala>- 
“ badjing, the fituation of your northern provinces, and the war in 
“ which you are engaged with the Eriglilh in the Carnatic, may 
“ Icon give me opportunities of rendering important fervices to your 
“ nation.” Mr. Bully replied, that his principal motive for taking 
poffeffion of Doltabad had been to fecure a certain refuge for the per- 
fonal fafety of Salabadjing again!! all the accidents of war, and all 
the convulfions of his government. Balagerow, although difappoint- 
ed, manifefted no umbrage, but continued in his camp, waiting 
from events fome better opportunity of renewing bis plea. 

Many had conjefturcd the motives of his return, and the enemies 
of Salabadjing expefled an immediate ruptute between them; and 
Nizamaliy, encouraged by this hope, folicited his alliance, promifing 
to give him Doltabad if ever in his power. But Balagerow gave no 
encouragement to his propofals; on which, he with much hypocrisy 
pretended to be at length convinced of the mifdemeanors of his late 
conduc'd, and affured Salabadjing and Mr. Buffy that he ffiould chear- 
fully accept and abide by their determination of his fortune. His 
proreffions, although doubted, were accepted; became the feduelion 
of fome of his connexions, and the imprifonment of the moll dan¬ 
gerous, had greatly weakened his means of mifchief; but, not to 
Ihock by too ludden an humiliation the public relpeft to his birth, 
it was agreed to give him the government of Hydrabad, which, al¬ 
though much abridged of its ancient domain, ffill remained a very 
confiderable province of the Decan. Nizamaliy affe£ling to be per¬ 
fectly fatisfied with the lot, vifited Salabadjing, received the in- 
veftiture in public, and made oftentatious preparations to proceed to 
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the capital of hik government. The day of his departure was fixed 
for the nth of May; 'and Salabadjing, having no fufpicion that he 
had any other intentions, went two days before to pay his devotions 
at the tomb of his father Nizamalmuluck, which (lands fomewhere 
about 30 miles from Aurengabad. 

In the morning of Nizamallv’s departure, he held a public durbar 
to receive the compliments of taking leave from the principal officers 
of the government: ainongft them went Hyder Jung, whom he re¬ 
ceived with marked diftiuflion : and, when he difmiffed the aftcmbly, 
beckoned him, with feveral of his own officers, to follow to an In¬ 
ward tent, where they again fat down, and difeourfed a while with 
much (eeming confidence on public affairs, until Nizamally rofe fud- 
denly, as if urged by fome fudden neceffity; but. made a motion 
with his hand to Hyder Jung not to move, figoifying that he flwwld 
return immediately, and in the inftant difappeared behind a curtain 
which opened to other apartments. Hyder Jung, notwithilanding 
the injunction, was rifing to make his obeifonce ; when two officers* 
who were fitting one on each hand of him, prefled him down by 
the (houlders, and a domcflic, who flood ready behind, plunged a 
dagger into his heart: the ftrugglc was heard, but it was lonie time 
before the attendants of.Hyder Jung were appriled of his death; for 
no fervaiits are admitted within the centries who guard the tent 
of audience, and the greateft part of the retinue remain at a ftill 
greater ditfance, in the place where their mafler has alighted. Letters 
all of the fame tenor to Salabadjing, Balajerow, Ballaulet Jung, and 
even to Mr. Buffy, had been prepared previous to the affaflination, 
deferibing it as the unfortunate confequence of high words and 
affront, which had rifen between Hyder Jung and Come officers 
in the durbar, after Nizamally had retired: the letter to Mr. Buffy 
brought the firfl intelligence which he receiv ed of the event, and was 
interpreted to him by Zulfacar Khan, the very brother of Hyder 
Jung. The general was immediately beaten, and in a few minutes the 
whole French army were in battle array, with Mr. Buffy at their 
head, mounted on his elephant, uncertain what to expeft, and furmif- 
ing a combination againft himfelf of all the powers by which he was 
* fur- 
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fur rounded; but Jaffier Ally Khan, who at this’ time had the principal 
command in Salabadjing’s army, immediately fent him affurances of 
bis attachment, and ,foon after came up with a large body of troops, 
who ranged with the French, and others were following: the firft 
care was to fend a detachment to ftrengthen the efcort of Sala- 
badjing, and protect his return from his father’s tomb; Mr. Buffy 
had no doubt that Shanavaze Khan and the emperor’s Duan Ma¬ 
homed Huffein had abetted,.if not advifed, the affaffination of Hyder 
Jung : their confinement had hitherto been gentle, having only 
centinels round the enclofures of their tents, in which they refined 
with their families ; but Mr. Buffy now fuppofed, that they would 
endeavour to- efcape to, or might be refeued by, Nizimally; to pre¬ 
vent which, as well as to have fureties againft the affaffination of his 
own perfon, he fent a ftrong detachment to bring them immediately 
to his own camp, intending to confine them in the fortrefs of 
Doltabad, until more certain information was acquired, or tranquillity 
reflored. The detachment confifted of Salabadjing’s troops, and 
French Sepoys. They found a multitude of armed men at the 
tents, who refuted them admiffion, which they immediately at¬ 
tempted by violence, and were refilled with great refolution, ani¬ 
mated by the principals, who fiippofing their deaths determined^, 
joined and encouraged their adherents ; after which no quarter was 
given; neither did the conflict ceafe, until Shanavaze Khan with, 
one of his fons, Mahomed Huffein, and moft of thofe who defended 
them, were killed on the fpot. Before the evening clofed, an.officer 
deputed by Balajerow came to Mr. Bully, with aifurances of his de¬ 
tection of the murder of Hyder Jung. 

Nizamaily had been waiting in the utmofl: ag-itation the con* 
fequen ces of his deed, and feems to have expeffed a very different 
refult; for the news of Shanavaze Khan’s and Mahomed Huflem's 
death was obferved to ftrike him with difinay. At midnight he 
quitted the camp, accompanied by the choice of his cavalry: and 
fled with the utmoft fpeed and perfeverance that their horfes could 
endure to gain Brampour, which is one hundred and fifty miles n. 
of Aurangabad. It is faid they reached it in 26 hours, which is 

impoffible. 
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prclcnt: alter nmnv opinions all mfennbiv wined m tnc -ncccftity. of 
punuhmg l>iz;uiiat)v; and tins led to a treneral j-eiyluuon -ox-march-- 
mg directly with rbc whole army to 1 ’ranipour. Mr, BuOy, who 
Knew the characters and connexions of thote who - compofed .the- 
council-, iuipected the: jbncentv of ieveral m this advice, toreieeing 
that nothing would render him more unpopular in the Decan than 
tne imputation of engaging the boubah -iu- a war with Ins brother, 
to avenge an oitencc more. particularly committed againtt .Iwnielf: 
he Iwd, moreover, at this time received intelligence from Pondi¬ 
cherry that Mr. Lall.v was daily espc&ed to arrive there, whole 
orders mignt not be confonant to-the difficulties or importance of 
h's own tituation; he therefore endeavoured to revoke the rciolution: 
but Salabncljiug himfelf infilled, and refted the neceffity on the af¬ 
fection of his own authority. The whole arm}’ was in motion the-' 
next momma:,.and advanced with diligence for.three days towards’ 
Brampour. during winch Mr,.Bully convinced Salabadjing, naturally 
averfe to endeavour, of the inutility of the pw-ftut-, fince it was evi¬ 
dent that Nizamally with the inlufficient force he commanded would 
be continually removing out of bis reach. The army having halted 
a day began their march back, thinking that they were .returning to 
Aurangabad; but it was the intention of Mr. Bully to lead them 
by decrees to Golcondah; and in this view,he fuggefted the expe¬ 
diency of moving towards the frontiers of Berar, in order . to ihp- 
preis any commotions which might be attempted in that province 
by the--adherents of Nissarnallv. The army thus proceeded to the 
foutb, leaving the city of Aurangabad at a diftance to the weftbut} 
halting continually to fupport the regulations of the -government, 
advanced fo flowly, that they did not reach tlic banks of the-Gonga, 
which paffeth about midway between Golcondah and .Aurangabad,- 
until the nth of June, in winch interval Mr. Conflans arrived witlr 
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his commiffion to aft as fecond in the command of *the French army, 
and brought a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr.'BulTy, dated the loth of 
.May, which announced, although it did not order, his recall. The 
paflage of the Gunga would decide the continuance of the march to 
Golcondah, of which the army ftill remained uncertain ; but by this 
time Mr. Bufly had gained the concurrence of Baffimlet Jungbypro- 
miting him the government of Hydrabad, which had been intended 
for his brother Nizarnaily,_ together with the office of Duau to the 
lbubahfhip: bis approbation iilenced the dilcontent of many others, 
and the army (hewed no averfion to go on : arid as it was daily ex¬ 
pected that the river would begin to rife, Mr. Bully making ufe of 
this pretence,, arranged, that the tents, family, and domeftic re¬ 
tinue of Salabadjing, fhould pafs the firft, and then immediately fol¬ 
lowed liimfelf with the whole body of the French troops, in the 
midft of whom he ordered the tents of Salabadjing to be pitched. 
Having thus fecured poffeffion of this important pledge, lie gave out 
his intentions, which he had hitherto concealed, of net advancing 
any farther towards Golcondah, before he was joined by the troops 
he had left to garrifon the fortrefs of Doltabad; they were 150 
Europeans, and 400 Sepoys, to whom Mr. B.uffy, on his return from 
the purfuit of Nizamally, had (ent orders to come away, leaving 
the fortrefs to an officer nominated by Salabadjing, and to join him' 
where he notv was, on the Gunga; his dread of fome evil chance 
befalling them, if left.far behind, was the caufe of this precaution ; 
they were already on the way, marching expeditioufly, and a few 
days after arrived lafe at the camp; which then moved forward, and 
the whole palled the river juft before the rains fet in, which, as ufual, 
fell and continued with great violence; and rendered the tranfport of 
the artillery lo difficult, that the army did not arrive at Hydrabad un¬ 
til the 15th of July ; on which day Mr. Bully received a letter writ¬ 
ten by Mr. Lally on the 13th of June, ordering him to repair to 
Pondicherry without delay, with all the troops which could be (pared 
from the defence of Mafulipatam and the northern provinces, and to 
take up Mr. Moracin in the way, who had received the lame orders. 
In this letter no relpebt was preferved to the convenience or incli- 
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n >tion •- Sabibacqifie-, whole. connexions- it) the prefen t conjuncture 
Mi L< Ilf confiucred as a-chimera of no effect, and who- Was thus 
tlepr.ve;!, even without apology, of the only uipport in his govern¬ 
ment , on winch lie had been aecuftomed to rely with confidence.:- 
He took leave of Mr. Bnffy with tiic utmoft dsfpondencv, called- 
mm the cuardian angel of -his lite and fortune, and foreboded the 
unnappv late to which.he (nonId be expofed by his departure.-’ ■■"Mr.” 
Builv afiltred .him, that ho fhould foon return : and-fuch was-his 
wan and expectation ; for- nlthongn ho knew the prejudices which - 
.Mr. Lnliy entertained .agamft hunielf, his conduct, .and the whole 
connexion of tfte French nation with the Subah of the -Decan ; he 
imagined, that his repreientations m perfonai conference would con¬ 
vince Mr. Lallv, that.this alliance, and the affnhuiee.s tvbich ir.io-ht 
be derived from it, would he the iuteft means ofacqtiiring and main¬ 
taining the luperiority of the French nation over the Eneliflvori the- 
coaft ot Coromandel. The whole French army, for none were left 
with Salabadpng, marched Irom Aurungabad on the 18 thof July, the 
third day after they arrived there. On the third of Auguft they 
reached Reyoor on the left bank of the Kriftna, about 20 miles from 
Maluiipatam, where Mr. Moracin joined them. . Here Mr. BuflV 
delivered over the command of the army and the government of aH 
the ceded provinces to Mr. ConBans, taking with him 250 .‘of the 
heft of the Europeans, .of which 100 were, cavalry, and 500 Sepovs. 
They proceeded through Ongole to Nelore, where tbev arrived on 
the 4th of September, and were received bv Nazeabullah as friends 
and .allies. Wc ihah now return £0 the affairs of Bengal. 

COLONEL CLIVE on the day he arrived at Muxadavad from 
.Patna, which was the 15 th of May, received advices-from the coaft 
of Coromandel of the arrival of the. French fquadron. ana of the 
engagement between them and the Engliih on the 29th of April. 
The coniufion with which the city of Muxadavad was at this time 
agitated by the conclude of Meerum, required that the ftiperiorhy 
which the French were acquiring on .(bore .fhould not be publickiy 
known, and to counteraht fuch opinion, Clive fpread the news he 
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received as a complete naval victory ; two of the French fliips funk 
in the fight, infteacl of one Branded afterwards by a mifchance ; the 
reft put to flight, with no likelihood of being able to land the troops 
which they had brought for Pondicherry. 

The Nabob had tranfmitted to his foil Meerum his own vexation 
at the attention which Clive had /hewn to the prefervation of Ray-' 
doolub, by taking him with him to Muxadavad, when the campaign 
broke up at Bar. Meerum had not been able to l'upprefs fome ex- 
pretiions of indignation, wllich were reported to Conjebeharry, the 
brother of Roydoolub, who adled in the city as his deputy in the 
office ofduan ; the brother, too folicitous for Roydoolub’s fafety, and 
his own, had tampered with a confiderable Jemautdar in the Nabob’s 
fervice, who gave his oath to act, whenever danger Ihould require, in 
defence of Roydoolub’s houfe. Meerum obtained knowledge of this 
agreement jult as Clive and Roydoolub were approaching the city, 
which he immediately quitted with much appearance of fear, and 
went to Mootagil, one of the palaces in the neighbourhood, where 
he fummoned all the troops and artillery of the government, giving 
out that he intended to march away to his father, who had not yet 
palTed the ftraight of Tacriagully, The more obfeure the caufe, the 
greater was the terror railed by this abrupt refolution. The markets 
were deferted, the Ihops were Ihut, the bankers, even the Seats, would 
do no bufinefs, and many principal families prepared to fend away 
their effefis. The city had been for two days in this trepidation, 
when Clive arrived, and on enquiry, found that Meerum affefted to 
lufpeft even him of joining with Roydoolub in evil intentions againll 
his life. He immediately wrote to the Nabob, complaining of Mee¬ 
rum in the lharpeft terms, and faid, that he would no longer remain 
in Bengal, facrificing zeal to diftruft ; he, however, fagacioully re¬ 
frained from making'any mention in this letter of the late news from 
Coromandel, forefeeing, that it would make a ftronger impreffion on 
the Nabob’s mind, when received, magnified as it would come with 
advantageous circumftauces by the report of others. The Nabob 
anfwered with much contrition ; but before his letter arrived, 
2 Y 2 Meerum 



The War of Bf.koai.. Rook IX; 

Mccrumbad been convinced by Mr.Scrafton; who was intimate with 
him, of the meannet-s of his fmpiciotis, and the ralbuefs of -his con-' • 
du.bi, and had afked pardon of- Clive in the moil: iuhmifitvc terms. 
Nevcrchelefs, the news of his agitations had induced the Nabob to 
defift from his huntings, anti his intention of palling the -remainder 
of the Mabomedan lent -at a famous dursar, or tomb, near Rajah- 
mahal. He arrived in the city on tiie 30th of May ; but-Olive; little, 
felicitous of an interview with niin, bad gone away on the 24th to 
Calcutta. Two thonliuid of tbs Enghih-Sepoys were lent thither, 
and the red, with all the Europeans, remained at Coffimbuzar. 

On the soth of June arrived the Hardtvickc, one of the company’s- 
jhips from England, wit-n the an angemeuts. that had- been made sn 
conteqnence of the news of the Ids oJ- Calcutta. The find advices of 
tins event were received in London in the month of Auguft of the 
preceding year, when the company appointed a temporary committee 
of five pcrlons (in. which Clive was to prefide) to manage their affairs 
in .Bengal; but in November they relolved to difmiis Mr. Drake 
from the government, and nominated a council of ten, in which 
the four fenior members tv ere to prefide alternately, each for three 
months: in this- fucceflion of the four Mr. Watts .flood the firfr • 
the others were Mr.- Manningham. Mr. Beecher, and Mr. Hohvel), 
who was not yet returned-from England. The-iirft refoluticrv of 
Augufi had been lent in anotherfhip, which although difpatched be¬ 
fore was not vet arrived; ib that the fiiit intelligence of it came-in-the 
Hardtvickc, with that of November. The novelty of this refoluticn 
tubjected it to the imputation of abfurdity: it was. laid that the powers 
of the country, - accuftomed to treat with .one chief, would regard 
the alternate prefidents of Calcutta with mockery inftead of refpeft ; 
but another cauie operated on opinions more ftrongly. Colonel 
Clive.had felt and espreffed refentment at the neglect of himlelf in. 
the company’s orders; for no Ration was marked for him in the new 
jeftablifhment : much money remained due on the claims of • the 
treaties'-: the Nabob might prove refra&ory if Clive fhould depart; 
ami all concurred in thinking-he would heft defend what he had 
EV011, in cafe the French fhould make anv attempt in the province. 

4 ' The 



Book IX. M'eer Jaffier. 

1 he three leading members of the council‘were more impreffed 
than any with thele apprehenfions, aud pfopoied to tlie reft that 
Clive fliould be requefted to accept of the government under the 
ufual modes; the vote was unanimous, and the tender was made 
and accepted on the 26th of June. 

Intelligence of the fall of Fort St. David had arrived on the 20th, 
and left no doubt of Mr. Lally’s intention of befieging Madrafs as 
foon as the Englifh Iquadroh fhriukl be obliged by the monfoon to 
quit the coaft in October, unlels he fliould prefer to detach a part of 
his force to Bengal. 

On the 4th of July, letters were received from Anunderauze- 
Cauzepetty, who had fucceeded the Rajah Vizeramrauze, in his 
power and territory in the provinces of Rnjahmundrum and Chi- 
■cacole. Auunderauze, dilfatislied with the arrangements made by Mr. 
BulTy on the death of his predeceffbr, had waited an opportunity to 
take his revenge ; which occurred foon after Mr. BufiVs departure, 
by the embarraffments in which he was involved at Aurengabad by 
the animolity of Nizamally, and the orders of Mr. Daily for his re¬ 
turn into the Carnatic. Auunderauze, on this intelligence, marched 
from his relidence of Vizianagarum, and retook Vizagapatam from 
the French garrifou, of which he fent advices, offering to iurrender 
the place, to the Preftdency of Madrafs ; and requefting them to lend' 
a large detachment, , which he intended to join'with his own 
forces, and take the four provinces, which the French had obtained 
from the Subah of the Decan ; but finding that no troops could be 
fpared from the Carnatic, he now made the fame propofols to the 
prefidenev of Bengal, where the project ieemed delufive or chimerical 
to all but Clive. However, nothing could be determined before 
the montn or bepremoer, when Chips might quit the river, and the 
intentions or iwr. Dally would probablv be aiccrtained. 

The rear irate of tne iindifh affairs m the Carnatic could be 110 
longer concealed m Lcuyal, and required more complacency than 
the'go t or Calcutta nad hitherto flicwn to the inclinations 
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Ills firft meafure, threatened the Rajah of Nuddeah with imprifen- 
ment, who, frightened, fled to Calcutta, preferring to truft himfelf 
to the clemency of the Euglilh. This exercife of authority, neither 
disavowed nor difapproved, immediately placed Nuncomar in that 
conlpicoous Ration of terror, which is the' objedt of ambition in 
India, as the certaiifmeans of wealth : but knowing that the prac¬ 
tices by which he was to make his fortune could not efcape thefaga- 
citv and experience of Roydoolub, he now became as apprehenfive of 
hiscontroul, as he had been hitherto felicitous .of his favour, and caft 
about to fecoud the Nabob’s intention of removing him from the du- 
anny. Scrafton fufpedled the views of Nuncomar, which deterred 
him from conferring either with the Nabob or his. fen, but he held 
nightly meetings with the emifiary in whom the}" moft confided, and 
reprefented that the Englifh would no longer interfere in any arrange¬ 
ments which the Nabob might think proper to make in his govern¬ 
ment, provided they received the balances of the treaty monies, which 
he undertook to fee regularly paid. His arguments were at this junc¬ 
ture the more welcome, becaufc Roydooiub continued to evade the 
fumifhing of money for the demands of the army, whofe impatience 
had obliged the Nabob to difburfe a part of his gold, which was, as 
ufual, treafured up againft extremity. The fcheme would not have 
been void of rifque, if Nuncomar and others had not eftranged the 
powerful houfe of the Seats from the interefts of Roydooiub, by re- 
prefentations, that they would be called on for money to fupply the 
Nabob’s exigencies, if Roydooiub continued to delay the lupplies 
from the revenues. On the 14th Rajahbullub, formerly mentioned 
in the reign cf Allaverdy, as father of Kiffendafs, and duan to Now- 
agis Mahomed, who had held in appanage the government of the pro¬ 
vince of Dacca, was appointed duan to Meerum, and on the a6th 
Roy -doolub was ordered to deliver over to Rajahbullub the accounts 
and fupcrintendance of that province, Roydooiub law the whole ex¬ 
tent of his danger unexpefledly and at once, and immediately requeu¬ 
ed leave to retire with his family and effects to Calcutta. The Na¬ 
bob confented, but Meerum refufed, until he had furnilhed a fum 
fufficient to fatisfy the troops, blatters were in this ftate, when 
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Nabob, if he fhould employ the Englifh troops at, Coffimbuzar to 
protect them, and was equally unwilling to advife Roydoolub’s family 
to remove without this aid, left the women Ihould be flopped, and 
the infult produce a fray between their retinues, and the troops by 
which they were befet; but the repeated requefts of Clive at length 
prevailed on the Nabob to permit their departure, and they fet out 
for Calcutta on the 12th, efcorted by a guard of Englifh ibldiers. 
’the next night but one the city was alarmed by a new tumult. 

On the 4th of September in this year, began the Moharram, or 
firft month of the Mahomedan year, of which the firft ten days are 
efpecially confecrated to devotion. The palaces of the Nabob and his 
fon Meerum ftood on the weftem bank of the Coffimbuzar river, but 
at fome diftance from each other. On the night of the 13th of Sep¬ 
tember, which was the 9th of the Moharram, the Nabob went to 
his foil’s in a boat, and obferved the ftiore crowded with a much, 
greater number of people thanuliial. Returning in his pa'ankin, he 
flopped to )iay his devotions at the principal mofcjue of tile city, and 
had previoufly ordered his general, Coja Haddee, to ftation a fiuffi- 
cient number of troops to keep oft the populace; but, on entering 
the enclofbre of the molque, found it filled and furrounded by Sepoys, 
amongft whom were feveral Jemautdars belonging to Coja Haddee, 
who, inftead of the ufual refpeft, kept their feats within, whilft 
their foldiery thronged tumultuoufly about the Nabob, and prevented 
his paffage. He, neverthelefs, fufpefting no clanger, was endeavour¬ 
ing to get through them, until one of the fpies, who, as ufual, at¬ 
tended his perfon, returned out of the crowd, and told him, that 
Coja Haddee had armed all his own troops with fome bad intention ; 
on which the Nabob waited until all his own retinue had gathered 
about him, and in the mean time many more were coming from the 
palaces. The Jemautdars of Coja Haddee then rofe and went away 
haftily, and their foldiers likewife diiperfed. 

The next morning-a Jcmautdar of another divilion of the arrnv 
informed the Nabob that Coja Haddee had armed his foldiery, and 
afiembled them at the pavilion, with the intention of killing him in 
the tumult of a fray, which, in the night, might appear accidental, 
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bStweth them aijd the Nabob’s guard : prefently after, another offi¬ 
cer, who had fervcd in the divifion of troops commanded by lloydoo- 
lub, came in, and faid that Roydoolub had fent a bill of exchango 
from Calcutta for two lacks of rupees, which was to be paid by Meer 
Alice, one of his dependants, to Coja Haddce, who was to diftribute 
this money amongft the troops, to induce them to rHe under pretence 
of demanding their arrears, when they were to iiirround and cut off 
the Nabob. The Nabob, without farther examination, difitliffed 
Coja Haddee from his fervice, with orders to leave the city, and ap¬ 
pointed Mahmdee Cawn, a Pitan, to the port of Buxey, or captain 
general of his forces. 

Iu this manner was the ftory related on the fecond day after the 
tumult at the pavilion by the.Nabob himl'elf to Mr. 11a (lings ; and 
the very day after it happened. Rajah Binderbund, one of Roydoolub’s 
brothers, in a private conference on this fubjeft, told Mr. Hallings^ 
that the troops then aflembled were at his devotion. This fuggeftioli 
induced Mr. I Liftings to believe the accufation againff Roydoolub ; 
but Colonel Clive fufpedted, and ordered flrifler enquiry. In the 
mean time, the Nabob had informed Mr, Mailings, that he had. 
got poffcliion of a letter written by Roydoolub to Coja Haddee, 
in which Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton were mentioned as having 
confented to their projedt of deftroying him ; but be refufed to give 
a copy of the letter until he law Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton. , Mr. 
Mailings reprefeuted the implication and indignity of their comingto 
he confronted with fuch an accufation ; on which the Nabob re¬ 
quested him to write, and fent one of his own officers to Calcutta, 
to requeft that they might be fent, in order to fettle a new febeme 
he had projedted for dilcharging the monies for which he had given 
tuncaws on the provinces. Before this he had paid the arrears 
due to the troops under the immediate command of Coja Haddee, 
which were 1200 horfe, and had obliged them to quit the province 
Jh different bands by different routs ; but Coja Haddee himfelf was 
fuffered to remain in the city Until the 1 ith of Odtober, when he was 
permitted to depart, accompanied by 30 horfemen, and with alTur- 
an.ces that he fhould receive tio injury, provided he raifed no dif. 
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turbance. A few days after, the Nabob was informed that Mr. Watts 
and Mr. Scrafton were not likely to come to’him, on which he de¬ 
livered a copy of the letter imputed to Roydoolub ; and, although he 
had before faid it had been intercepted, he now confefled that 
his foil Meerum had obtained it from Coja Haddee, on a promife of 
reconciliation. The letter “ exhorts Coja Haddee to carry the affair 
“ hi which he is engaged into immediate execution. Roydoolub will' 
“ be with him in time; has written to Meer Alii to fupply the ex- 
“ peaces; has half engaged’Seid Coffim Ally Khan, and leaves it to 
“ the diferetion of Coja Haddee to bring him over entirely ; will 
“ affuredly comply with what was agreed upon between himfelf and 
“ Coja Haddee; has gained the concurrence of Colonel Clive by the 
“ means of Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton, and has taken the dif- 
charge of the tuncaws, and the arrears of the Nabob’s army upon 
“ himlelf.” The caution of Roydoolub during the confederacy againft 
Surajah Dowlab, in which he never ventured to write, or even to 
fend a melfage, rendered it Icarcely probable that he Ibould thus 
throw himlelf into the pow er of Coja Haddee, on pretences he knew 
to he fictitious; and it was {fill more abfurd to liippofe, that, living 
in Calcutta without means of efcape, he Ihould dare fo heinous a fai- 
fity againft Clive, whofe l'everity he had learned to dread as much 
as he refpefled his protection. Clive regarded the letter as a for¬ 
gery of the Nabob’s and his foil in order to exalperate him againft 
Roydoolub, whom, if he fhould not punilh more feverely, they- ex- 
pefted at leaf! he would turn out of Calcutta, when they might plun¬ 
der him, without controul, of his wealth, as the ranfom of his life. 
But on the other hand it appeared ftrange that they fhould produce 
a letter, which, if not true, might be eafily difproved by a ftrift ex¬ 
amination of Coja Haddee on the whole feries of his connexion with 
Roydoolub. Their permiflion of Coja Haddee’s departure was already a 
ftrong indication of their apprehenfion of this teft, and a few days 
after came news, that he and feveralof his followers had been killed 
in a fray ivith the troops ftationed at Rajahmahal, under the com¬ 
mand of Daud Khan, who was the Nabob’s brother, I-Iis head w as 
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enable Madrafs to Hand the brunt of the arduous conflict which muft 
loon enfue. , 

No one doubted that Madrals would be befteged as foon as the 
monlbon had lent the fquaclrons off the coaff, if reinforcements lhould 
not arrive before ; but Clive did not entertain the furmife that it 
could be taken whilll it had provifions : and as troops were known 
to he on the way from England, if the fhips in which they were em¬ 
barked lhould lofe their paflhge in this year, they would probably 
arrive in the firft months of the next. Nevertbelefs it was necef- 
larv, if poffible, to alleviate the inequality between the Engli/h and 
French force in Coromandel. 

But the preference which each of the Company’s prelfdencies was 
naturally inclined to give to its own fafetv, as the only ground on 
which the property and fortunes of the whole community were efta- 
blilhed, fuggefted appreheufions, that Madrafs, in the fame manner 
as it had been treated by the prefidency of Calcutta, would, what- 
foever'might be the neceffity of Bengal, detain, on their own fervice, 
whatloever troops might be fent to their affiftance ; and, although 
little was to be immediately apprehended in Bengal from the French, 
yet the intire eftrangement of the Nabob, and the hazard of all that 
remained due from him, were to be expedited, if he faw the Ensdiffi 
force too conf.derably diminilhed, without the immediate power of 
recall, to oppole either his own attempts againft them, or to afford 
the affiftance he might want, whether in the maintenance of his au¬ 
thority againft his ovvn lubjedts, or the defence of his territory againfl 
foreign enemies. 

In confequcnce of thefe conclufions, it was determined not to fend 
a body of troops to Madrals, but to employ all that could with pru¬ 
dence be fpared, in concert with Anunderauze, againft the French in 
the ceded provinces; which would either occafion a diverfion of their 
troops in the Carnatic, or, if they negleftcd this affiftance, would, 
deprive them at once of all they had acquired bv their long con¬ 
nexion with the Subah of the Decan : and, left any danger during the 
expedition lhould threaten Bengal, the troops were only to obey the 
immediate orders of Calcutta. 

The 
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narrative, once engaged, cannot quit their operations'without innpair¬ 
ing the perfpicuity neceffary to explain the ftrift fucceflion of influ¬ 
ences, by which preceding events were continually producing thofe 
which immediately followed. We have therefore determined to 
continue this portion of our flory without interruption, until the 
events themfelves begin to take refpite ; when we fliall return to the 
affairs of Bengal. 
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D'Arambufe, a French officer, 99. 100. 

Daud Khan, 1 brother of Mcer Jaffier, 361. 
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DbAuteldl."^" ac6“ 9 s’o8. 211.213. 21+. 215. 


136. 155. 164. 136. 253. 263.264.21 
341. 342. 347. 350.352.363. 

De la Forge, a furgeon’s mate, 289. 
Delaware, the company’s fit ip, 84. 
Delaway, or regent, 226. 

Deleyrit, Mr. 305. 314. 317.318. 
Ddhi, 6. 13. 15. j 9 . 20. 22. 23. 24. 
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SECTION THE FIRST. 



























